em a am a ms = a 


q 


Gove 
BOR ico bois 


Spre adus>teecccenente ee ee 


~ 


13a Os 
aa}! 


ood 


is 
i 
* 


FRB SS en at ret eaten en one eee mE oI yong matinee aecrw 


= Srazarehen pisaitimeesaietesmesit patio <2r¢ 


& 


HAMPSTEAD 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


CENTRAL REFERENCE LIBRARY. 


Classification No ae agaianine 9 2% mene ein Boies 


Accession No. 


Readers are requested not to replace 
books on the shelves but to leave them on 


i 


the tables after consultation, 


2809 Lib. 3,000 5/49 (5074) 


H & S, Ltd, 


. 
= 
o 


eet Ee 


£-- pmmates a 


THE 


Met. VES 
POETS | 


‘ | (i 
Great Britain and IRELAND, ~~ | § 
To the TIME of , & 


Din SWIFT 


Compiled from ample Materials fcattered in a Va- 
riety of Books, and efpecially from the MS. 
Notes of the late ingenious Mr. Coxeter and 
others, collected for this Defign, 


By Mr.-CIBBER. 
In Four VotumeEs, 
Wo Li, 


=i SS <v) =O Ete S 


f ww (Ze Wee Fy a Ln A ER 
ea! G 
ae 


DeOuN <b; ON: 


Printed for R.-GrirFritus, at the Dunciad in 
St, Paul’sChurch-Yard, 


Mpccuiii,. tf 


CON FEL LDC LEAT 


fT} 


a 
y 
4 
q 


ne 


> TMM KE 


oS eee — == 
ese ar ee ae ee gis 
Ce me nner 


“Veet wer I, 


Contains the 


Er VeR'(s 


HAUCER 
Langland 

Gower 
Lydgate 
Harding 
Skelton 
Barclay 
More 
Surry Earl 
Wyat 
Sackville 
Churchyard 
Heywood 
Ferrars 
Sidney 
Marloe 
Green 
Spenfer 
J. Heywood 
Lilly 


O F 

Pag. 1 Overbury 113 
“318. Marften 120 
20 Shakefpear 123 
23 Sylvefter 143 
25 Daniel 145 
27 Harrington 149 
30 Decker 15Z 
32 Beaumont and Fletch- 
46 er 154 
53 Lodge 164 
55 Davies 167 
63 -Goff - 170 
66 Greville L. Brooke 173 
69 Day 178 
76 Raleigh 180 
85 Donne 202 
87 Drayton 7 212 
gt Corbet ZE5 
106 Fairfax 22% 
110 Ran- 


AZ 


Lats 
iad 


Randolph 
Chapman 
Johnfon 
Carew 
Wotton 
Markham _ 
T. Heywood 
Cartwright 
Sandys 
Falkland 


(ut ) 


226 
229 
235 


249 
252 


Suckling 
Hautted 
Drummond’ “ 
Stirling Earl 
Fall: 29 
Crafhaw 
Rowley 
Nath 

Ford. 
Middleton 


A / Ms j 
\ ~ Sy =, y) ee el f 4 


C4, 


| erg @ Led Seca Eater 


| oogonroczoatooyootactocko ctooto tockockooko ctookoexe 
GEOFFRY CHAUCER, 
ex (CAS T has been obferved that men of emi- 


A (z/S P= 
2 20) GY 


i DAPI : 
) , 


nence in all ages, and diftinguifhed 
for the fame excellence, have gene- 
rally had fomething in their lives fi- 


Gacs 
SNE milar to each other. ‘The place of 
CORES) Homer’s nativity, has not been more 
varioufly conjectured, or his parents 
more differently affigned than our author’s, Leland, 
who lived neareft to Chaucer’s'time of all thofe who 
haye wrote his life, was commiffioned by king 
Henry Vill, to fearch all the libraries, and re- 
ligious houfes in England, when thofe archives were 
preferved, before their deftruation was produced by 
the reformation, or Polydore Virgil had confumed, 
fuch curious pieces as would have contradicted his 
framed and fabulous hiftory. He for fome reafons 
Moat. E. ING: 1. believed 
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believed Oxford or Berkfhire to have given birth to 
this great man, but has not informed us what thofe 
reafons were that induced him to believe fo, and at 
prefent there appears no other, but that the feats of 
his family were in thofe countries. Pitts pofitively 
afferts, without producing any authority to fupport 
it, that Woodftock was the place; which opinion 
Mr. Camden feems to hint at, where he mentions 
that town; but it may be fufpected that Pitts had 
no other ground for the afiertion, than Chaucer’s 
mentioning Woodftock park in his works, and having 
a houfe there. But after all thefe different»preten- 
fions, he himfelf, in the Teftament of Love, feems to 
point out the place of his nativity to be the city of 
London, and tho’ Mr. Camden mentions the claim 
of Woodftock, he does not give much credit to it ; 
for. fpeaking of Spencer (who was uncontrovertedly 
born in London). he calls him fellow citizen to 
Chaucer. 

The defcent of Chaucer is as uncertain, and 
unfixed by the critics, as the place of his birth. Mr, 
Speight is of opinion, that one Richard Chaucer was 
his father,and that one Elizabeth Chaucer, a nun of 
St. Helen’s, ‘in the fecond year of Richard II. might 
have been his filter, or of his kindred. But 
this conjeure, fays Urry, * {eems very improbable ; 
for this Richard was a vintner, living at the corner 
of Kirton-lane,. and athis death left his houfe, ta- 
vern, and ftock to the church of St. Mary Alder- 
mary, which in all probability he would not have 
done if he had ‘had any fons to poffefs his fortune ; 
nor is it very likely he could enjoy the family eftates 
mentioned by Leland in Oxfordfhire, and at the 
fame time follow fuch an occupation. Pitts ‘af= 
ferts, that his father was a knight ; but tho’ there is 
no authority to fupport this affertion, yet it is rea- 


* Life of Chaucer prefixed to Ogle’s edtion of that author 
go lern.zed. ‘ 
fonable 
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fonable to fuppofe that he was fomething fuperio* 
to a common employ. Werfind one John Chaucer 
attending upon Edward IIT. and Queen Philippa, in 
their ‘expedition to Flanders and Cologn, who had 
the King’s proteftion to go over fea in the twelfth 
year of his reign. It is* highly probable that this 
gentleman was father to our Geoffry, and the fup- 
pofitionis ftrengthened by Chaucer’s firft applica- 
tion, after leaving the univerfity and inns of law, be- 
ing to the Court ; nor is it unlikely that the fervice 
of the father fhould recommend the fon. 

Tt is univerfally agreed, that he was born in the 
fecond year of the reign of King Edward III. A. D. 
1328. His firft ftudies were in the .univerfity ‘of 
Cambridge, and when about eighteen years of age 
he wrote his Court of Love, but of what college he 
was 1s uncertain, there being no account of him in 
the records of the Univerfity, From Cambridge he 
was removed to Oxford in order to compleat his 
ftudies, and after a confiderable flay there, and a 
‘ftrict application to the public leGtures of the univer- 
fity, he became (fays Leland) “a ready logician, a 
“* fmooth rhetorician, a pleafant poet, a great’ phi- 
lofopher, aririgenious mathematician, and a holy 
‘* divine. ‘That he was a great matter in aftronomy, 
“is plain by his difcourfes.of the Aftrolabe. ‘That 
he was verfed in hermetic philofophy (which pre- 
vailed much at that time,) appears by his Tale of 
“‘ the Chanons Yeoman: His knowledge in divi- 
nity is evident from his Parfon’s. Tale, and his 
** philofophy from the Teftament of Love.” Thus 
qualified to make a figure inthe world, he left his 
learned retirement, and travelled into France, Hol- 
land, and other countries, where he {pent fome of 
his younger days. Uponhis return he entered him- 
felf'in the Inner Temple, where he ftudied the mu- 
nicipal laws of the land. But he had not long pro- 
fecuted that dry ftudy, till his fuperior abilities were 
taken notice of by. fome perfons of diftinction, by 
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whofe patronage he then approached the fplendor 
of the court. ‘The reign of Edward III. was glo- 
rious and fuccefsful, he was a difcerning as well as 
a fortunate Monarch; he had a tafte as well for eru- 
dition as for arms; he was an encourager of men of 
wit and parts, and permitted them to approach him, 
without referve.. Ac Edward's court nothing but 
gallantry anda round of pleafure prevailed, and how 
well qualified our poet was tofhine in the foft circles, 
whoever has read his works, will be at no lofs to de- 
termine; but befides the advantages of his wit and 
learning, he pofleffed thofe of perfon in a very con- 
fiderable degree. He wasthenabout the age of thirty, of 
a fair beautiful complexion, his lips red and full, 
his fize of a juft medium, and his air polifhed and 
graceful, fo that he united whatever could claim the 
approbation of the Great, and charm the eyes of the 
Fair. He had abilities to record the valour of the 
one, and celebrate the beauty of the other, and be- 
ing qualified by his genteel behaviour to entertain 
both, he became a finifhed courtier, The firft dig- 
nity to which we find him preferred, was that of page 
to the king, a place of fo much honour and efteem 
at that time, that Richard II. leaves particular lega- 
cies to his pages, when*few others of his fervants 
are taken notice of.. In the forty-firft year of Ed- 
ward III. he received as a reward of his fervices, an 
annuity of twenty marks perann. payable out of the 
Exchequer, which in thofe days was no inconfider- 
able p-nfion ; ina year after he was. adyanced to be 
of his Majefty’s privy chamber, and a very few 
months to be his fhield bearer, a title, at that time, 
(tho’ now extinct) of very great honour, being always 
next the king’s perfon, and generally upon fignal 
victories rewarded with military honours... Our poet 
being thus eminent by his places, contracted friend- 
flips, and procured the ejteem of perfons of the firit 
quality. Queen Philippa, the Duke of Lancatftey, 
and his Duchefs Blanch, fhewed particular honour 
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to him, and lady Margaret the king’s daughter, and 
the countefs of Pembroke gave him their warmett 
patronage asa poet. In his poems called the Ro- 
maunt, and the Rofe, and Troilus and Crefeide, he 
gave offence to fome court ladies by the loofenefs of 
his defcription, which the lady Margaret refented, 
and obliged him to atone for it, by his Legend of 
good Women, a piece as chafte as the others were 
laxurioufly amorous, and, under the name of the 
Daify, he veils lady Margaret, whom of all his 
patrons he moft efteemed. 

Thus loved and honoured, his younger years were 
dedicated to pleafure and the court. By the recom- 
mendation of the Dutchefs Blanch, he married one 
Philippa Rouet, fifter to the guardianefs of her grace’s 
children, who was a native of Hainault: He was 
then about thirty years of age, and being fixed by 
marriage, the king began to employ him in more 
public and advantageous potts. In the forty-fixth 
“year of his majefty’s reign, Chaucer was fent to 
Venice in commiflion with others, to treat with the 
Doge and Senate of Genoa, about affairs of great 
importance to our ftate. The duke of Lancatfter, 
whofe favourite paflion was ambition, which de- 
manded the afliftance of learned men, engaged 
warmly in our poet’s intereft ; befides, the duke was 
remarkably fond of Lady Catherine Swynford, his 
wife's filter, who was then guardianefs to his chil- 
dren, and whom he afterwards made his. wife; 
thus was he doubly attached to Chaucer, and with 
the varying fortune of the duke of Lancafter we 
fi'd him rife or fall. Much about this time, for 
his fuccefsful negociations at Genoa, the king grant- 
ed to him by letters patent, by the title of Armiger 
Nofter, one pitcher of wine daily in the port of 
London, and foon after made him comptroller of 
the cuftoms, with this particular provifo, that he 
fhould perfonally execute the office, and write the 
accounts relating to it with his own hand. 
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But as he was advanced to higher plates of truft; 
o he. became more entangled in the affairs of ftate; 
1€ confequence of v hich proved very pr rejudicial 
m. The duke of Lancatter having been the 


in itrament of raifing him to dipnity, ot ded 
ruits of thofe 


avours’ ima ready compliance 
im jin. all his defigus. ° That prince was cer- 
y one of the: proudett and: moft ambitious meri 
of his » time, nor could he patiently bear the name 
* a fubjeét even to” his fatlien ; nothing but ab. 
faut power, and the title of king could fatisfy 
him. ; upon the death of his elder brother, Edward 
the black prince, he fixed an eye upon the Englifh 
crown, and feemed to ftretch out an impatient 
aba to reach it. In this view he fought; by all 
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} poli ible, to fecure his intereft again ft the 
deceafe of thé old king 3: and being afraid of the 
eppehtion of the clergy; who are always ftrenu- 


OUus againtt an irregular fucceflion, he embraced 
the opinions afid efpoufed the interefts of Wiekliff, 
ho now appeared at Oxford, and being a man of 
very great abilities, and much efteemed at court, 
drew over to his party great numbers, as well fathi- 
onable as low people. In this confufion, the duke 
of Lancaiter endeavoured all he could to fhake the 
power of the clergy, and to procure votaries a: 
mongft the leading popular men. Chaucer had:no 
{mall hand in promoting thefe proceedings, both by 
his p ublic intereft and writings. Towards the clofe 
cf Edward’s reign, he was very a¢tive in the in- 
trigues: of the court party, and fo recommended 
himfelf-to the Prince fucceffor, that upon his af- 
cending the throne, he confirmed to him by. the ti- 
tle of Dile@tvs A \rmiger Nofter, the grant made by the 
ia king of twenty marks per annum, and at the 
fame time confirmed the other grant of the late 
Tein for. a pitcher of wine to be delivered him 
daily in the port of London. In lefs than two years 
after this;we find our poet fo reduced in his e¢ reum- 
ftances, (but by what means is unknown) that the 
King 
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King in order to fereen him from his creditors, took 
him under his protection, and allowed him {till to 
enjoy his former grants. . The duke of Lancafter, 
vhofe reftlefs ambition ever excited him to difturb 
the ftate, engaged now with all the intereft of 
which he was mafter to promote himfelf to the 
crown ; the opinions of Wickliff gained ground, and 
fo great a commotion now prevailed amoneft the 
clergy, that the king perceiving the ftate in danger, 
and being willing to fupport the clerical interett, 
fuffered the archbifhop of Canterbury to fummon 
Wickliff to appear before him, whofe intereft after 
this arraignment very much decayed.* The king 
who was devoted to his pleafures, refigned himfelf, 
to fome young courtiers who hated the duke of Lan- 
cafter, and caufed a fryar to accufe him of an at- 
tempt to kill the king ; but before he had an op- 
portunity of making out the charge againft him,the 
fryar was murdered in a cruel and barbarous manner 
by lord John Holland, to whofe care he had been 
committed. This lord John Holland, called lord 
Huntington, and duke of Excter, was half brother 
to the king, and had married Elizabeth, daughter 
of the duke of\Lancafter. He was a great patron 
of Chaucer, and mich refpected by him, With 
the duke of Lancafter’s intereft Chaucer’s alfo funk. 
His patron being unable to fupport him, he could 
no longer ftruggle againft oppofite parties, or main- 
tain his pofts of honour. The duke pafling over 
fea, his friends felt all the malice of an enraged 
court;~which induced them to call in a number of 
the populace to affift them, of which our poet was 
a zealous promoter. One John of Northampton, a 
late lord mayor of London was at the head of thefe 
diftarbances ; which did not long continue ; for up- 


* Some biographers of Chaucer fay, that pope Gregory IX. 
gave orders to the archbishop of Casterbury to fummon him, 
and that when a fynod was convened at St. Paul’s, a quarrel 
happened between the bifhop of London and the duke of Lan- 
caffer, concerning Wicklifft’s fitting down in their prefence. 
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on beheading one of the rioters, and Northampton’s 
being taken into cuftody, the commotion fubfided. 
Strict fearch was made after Chaucer, who efcaped 
into Hainault ; afterwards he went to France, and 
finding the king refolute to get him into his hands, 
he fled from thence to Zealand. Several accom- 
plices in this affair were with him, whom he {up- 
p rted in their exile, while the chief ringleaders, 
(except Northamptoa who was condemned at Rea- 
ling upon the evidence of his clerk), had reftored 
themfelves to court favour by acknowledging their 
crime, and now forgot the integrity and refolution of 
Chaucer, who fuffered exile to fecure their fecrets ; 
and fo monftroufly ungrateful were they, that they 
wifhed his death, and by keeping fupplies of mo- 
ney from him, endeavoured to. effet it 3—- While 
he expended his fortune in removing from. place 
to place, and in fupporting his fellow exiles, fo far 
from receiving any afliftance from England, his 
apartments were let, and the money received for 
rent was never acccounted for to him ; nor could 
he recover any fiom thofe who owed it him, they 
being of opinion it was impoffible for him. ever 
to return to his own country. The government 
{till purfuing their refentment againft him and his 
friends, they were obliged to leave Zealand, and 
Chaucer being unable ta bear longer the cala- 
mities of poverty and exile, and fincing no feeu- 
rity wherever he fled, chofe rather to throw him- 
felf upon the laws of his country, than perifh a- 
broad by hunger and oppreffion. He had not 
Jong returned till he was arrefted by order of the 
king, and confined in the tower of London. The 
court fometimes flattered him with the return of 
the royal favour if he would impeach his accom- 
plices, and fometimes threatened him with im- 
mediate deftrnétion ; their threats and promifes 
he along while difregarded, but recollecting the 
ingratiude of his old friends, and the miferies 
he 
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he had .already fuffered, he at Jaft made a con- 
feflion, and according to the cuftom of trials -at 
that time, offered to prove the truth of it by 
combat. What the confequence of this difcovery 
was to his-accomplices, is uncertain, it no doubt 
expofed him to their refentment, and procured 
him the name of a traytor; but the king, whe 
regarded him as one beloved by his grandfather, 
was pleafed to pardon him. 
heighth of greatnefs, our poet retired to bemoan 
the ficklenefs of fortune, and then wrote his Tefta- 


ment of Love, in which are many pathetic excla- 


Thus fallen from a 


mations concerning the viciflitude of human things, 
which he them bitterly experienced. But as he 
had formerly been the favourite of fortune, when 
dignities were multiplied thick upon him, fo his 
miferies now fucceeded with an equal fwiftnefs; he 
was not only difcarded by his majefty, unpenfioned, 
and abandoned, but he loft the favour of the duke 
-of Lancafter, as the influence of his wife's fifter 
with that prince was now much leffened. ‘The 
duke being deje&ed with the troubles in which 
he was involved, began to reflect on his vicious 
courfe of life, and particularly his keeping that 
Jady as his concubine; which produced a refolu- 
tion of putting. her out of his houfe, and he made 
a vow to that purpofe. Chaucer, thus reduced, and 
weary of the perpetual turmoils at court, retired to 
Wooditock, to enjoy a ftudious quiet; where he 
wrote his exccllent treatife of the Aftrolabe; but 
notwithftanding the fevere treatment of the govern- 
ment, he ftill retained his loyalty, and ftrictly en- 


joincd his fon to pray for the king. 


As the pious 


refolutions of fome people are often the confequence 
of a preient evil, fo at the return of profperity they 
are foon diflipated.' This proved the cafe with the 
duke of Lancafter: his party again gathered ftrength, 
his intereft began to rife; upon which he took a- 
gain his miftrefs to his bofom, and not content with 
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heaping favours, honours, and titles upon her, he 
made her his wife; procured an act of parliamet to 
legitimate her children, which gave great offence 
to the duchefs of Gloucefter, the countefs of Derby, 
and Arundel, as fhe then was entitled to take place 
of them. With her intereft, Chaucer’s alfo return- 
ed, and after a long and bitter ftorm, the fun began 
to fhine upon him ‘with an evening ray; for at ‘the 
fixty-fifth year of his age, the king granted to him, 
by the title of Dele@us Armiger Nofter, an annuity 
of twenty marks. per annum during his life, asa 
compenfation for the former penfion his néedy cir- 
cumtta nees obliged him to part with ; but however 
fuficient that might be for prefent “apport, yet as he 
was encumbered with wks : he durft not appear pub- 
lick ly till ‘his majefty again granted him his royal 
sroteétion to {creen ak thot the perfecution of his 
‘ editors ; he alfo reftored to him his grant of a 
pitcher of wine daily, anda pipe annually, to be 
slivered to him by his fon ‘Thomas, w ho that year 
poflefied the office of chief butler to the king. 

Now that I have mentioned his fon, it will not 
be improper, to take a view of our author's domef- 
tical affairs, at leaft as far as we are enabled, by ma- 
tcrials that have defcended to our times. 

ue homas his eldeft fon, was married to one of the 

ereateft fortunes in England, Mand, daughter and 

i of Sir John Burgheerfhe, knight of the garter, 
d Dr. Henry Burghurfhe bifhop of Lincoln, chan- 

cell or Jatt treafurer of England. Mr. Speight fays 
this lady was given him in marriage by Edward 
III. in return of his fervices performed in his em- 
tt es in France. His fecond fom Lewis was born 
“ 281,for when his father wrote the treatife of the 

tro olabe, he was ten years old; he was then a 
why in Merton college in Oxford; and pupil to 
NRHN as Strade, but there ig no further account of 
him. |'Chomas who now enjoyed the office of chief 
butler to his majeftv, had the fame place confirmed 
to 
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to him for life, by letters patent to king Henry IV, 
and continued by Henry VI. 
Henry IV, we find him Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons, Sheriff of Oxfordfhire and Berkshire, and 
Conftable of Wallingford caftle and Knaresborough 
In the 6th year of the fame 
prince, he was fent ambaffador to France. 
th of the fame reign the Commons prefented him 
their Speaker ; as they did likewife in the 11th year. 
Soon after this Queen Jane, granted to him for his 
good fervice, the manor of Woodftock, Flanner- 
borough and Wotten during life; and in the 13th 
year, he was again prefented Speaker as he was in the 
2d of Henry V, and much about that time he was 
fent by the king, to treat of a marriage with Ca- 
therine daughter to the duke of Burgundy ; he was 
fent again ambaflador to France, and paffed thro’ 
a great many public ftations. 
that he was knighted, but we find no fuch title 
given him in any record. He died at Ewelm, the 
chief- place of his refidence, in the year 1434. 
By his wife Maud he had one daughter named A- 
lice, who was thrice martied, firft to Sir John Phi- 
lips, and afterwards to Thomas Montacute earl of 
Salisbury: her third husband was the famous Wil- 
liam de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, who lof his head 
by the fury of the Yorkifts, who dreaded-his in- 
fluence in the oppofite party, tho’ he ftood pro- 
{cribed by the parliament of Henry VI. for mif- 
Their fon John had three 
fons, the fecond of whom, Edmund, forfeited his 
life to the crown for treafon againft Henry VII, by 
which means the eftates which Chaucer’s family 
poffefied came to the crown. 
poet: By means of the duke of Lancafter’s marriage 
with his fifterin law, he again 
ble fhare of wealth; but being now about feventy 
ears of age, and fatigued with a tedious view of 
utried greatnefs, he quitted the tage of grandeur 


In the 2d year of 
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Mr. Stebbing fays 
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12 The Lire of 
where he had aed fo confiderable a part with 
varied fuccefs, and retired to Dunnigton caftle * 
near Newbury, to reflect at leifure upon paft tran- 
factions in the ftill retreats of contemplation. In 
this retirement did he fpend his few remaining 
years, univerfally loved and honoured ; he was fa- 
miliar with all men of learning in his time, and con- 
tracted friendfhip with perfons of the’ greateft emi- 
rence as well in literature as politics; Gower, 
Occleve, Lidgate, Wickliffe were great admirers, 
and particular friends of Chaucer; befides he was 
well acquainted with foreign poets, particularly 
Francis Petrarch the famous Italian poet, and re- 
finer of the language. A Revolution in England 
foon after this happened, in which we find Chaucer 
but little concerned ; he made no mean compliments 
to Henry IV, but Gower his cotemporary, though 
then very old, flattered the reigning prince, acd 
infulted the memory of his murdered Sovereign. All 
acts of parliament and grantsin the laft reign being 
annulled, Chaucer again repaired to Courtto get frefh 
grants, but bending with age and weaknefs, tho’ he 
was fuccefsful in his requeft, the fatigue of atten- 
dance fo overcame him, that death prevented his en- 
joying his new poffeffions. He died the 25th of O&to- 
ber in the year 1400, in the fecond of Henry IV, 
in the 72d of his age, and bore the fhock of death 
with the fame fortitude and refignaticn with which 
he had undergone a variety of preffures, and Vicifli- 
tudes of fortune. 

Dryden fays, he was poet laureat to three kings, 
but Urry is of opinion that Dryden mutt be miftak- 
en, as among all his works not one court poem is 
to be found, and Selden obferves, that he could find 
no poet honoured with that title in England before 
the reign of Edward IV, to whom one John Kaye 
dedicated the Siege of Rhodes in profe by the title 
of his Humble Poet Laureat. 

* Mr. Camden gives a particular defcription of this caftle. 
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I cannot better difplay the character of this great 
man than in the following words of Urry. ‘* As to 
«‘ his temper, fays he, he had a mixture of the 
“¢ gay, the modeft and the grave. His reading 
«© was deep and extenfive, his jadgment found and 
<< difcerning ; he was communicative of his know- 
bab rag and ready to correct or, pafs over the 
«© faults of his cotemporary writers. He knew how 
“¢ to judge of and excufe the flips of weaker capa- 
‘ cities, and pitied rather than expofed the igno- 
<“ rance of thatage. In one word, the was a great 
“‘ {cholar, a pleafant wit, a candid ¢rific,.a {ocia- 
<< ble companion, a ftedfaft friend, a great philo- 
‘‘ {opher, a temperate oeconomift, and a pious 
« chriftian.” As to his genius as a poet, Dryden 
(than whom a higher authority cannot be produced) 
{peaking of Homer and Virgil, pofitively afferts, 
that our author exceeded the latter, and ftands in 
competition with the former. 

His language, how unintelligible foever it may 
feem, is almoit as modern as any of his cotempo- 
raries, or of thofe who followed him at the diftance 
of so or 60 years, as Harding, Skelton and others, 
and in fome places it is fo fmooth and beautiful, 
that Dryden would not attempt to alter it ; T fhall 
now give fome account of his works in the order 
in which they were written, fo far as can be col- 
le&ed from them, and fubjoin a f{pecimen of his 
poetry, of which profeffion as he may juitly be call- 
ed the Morning Star, fo as we de{fcend into later 
times, we may fee the progrefs of poetry in Eng- 
land from its great original, Chaucer, to its full blaze, 
and perfect confummation in Dryden. 

Mr. Philips fappofes a greater part of his works 
to be loft, than what we have extant of him; of 
that number may, be many a fong, and many a 
Jecherous lay, which perhaps might have been 
written by him while he was a ftudent at Cam- 
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The Court of Love} as has been before obferved, 
was written while he refided at Cambridge in the 
18th year of his age. 

The Craft Lovers was written in the year of our 
Lord, 1348, and probably the Remedy of Love was 
written about that time, or not long after. 

The Lamentation of M ary Magdalen taken from 
Origen, was written by him in his early years, and 
perhaps Boethius de Confolatione Philofophiz 
was tranflated by him about the fame time. 

The Romaunt of the Rofe, is a tranflation from 
the French: ‘this poem was begun by William de 
Lerris, and continued by John de Meun, both fi- 
mous French poets; it feems to have been tranflated 
about the time of the rife of Wickliffe’s Opinions, 
it confifting of violent 
orders. 

The Complaint of the Black K night, during John 
ef Gaunt’s courtthip with Blanch is fuppofed to 
be written on account of the*duke of Lancafter’s 
marriage, 

The poem of Troilus and Crefeide Was written in 
the early part of his life, tranflated (as he fays) from 
Lollius an hiftoriographer in Urbane in Italy; he has 
added feveral things of hisown, and borrowed from 
others what he thought proper for the embellifhment 
of this work, and in this refpe&t was much indebted 
to his friend Petrarch the Italian poet. 

The Eoufe of Fame; from this poem Mr. Pope 
acknowledges he took the hint of his Temple of 
Fame. 

The book of Blaunch the Duchefs, commonly 


called the Dreme of Chaucer, was written upon the 
death of that lady 


invectives acainit religious 


The Affembly of Fowls (or Parlement of Briddis, 
as he’ calls it in his Retraction) was written before 
the death of queen Philippa. 

The Life of St. Cecilia feems to have been firft 
a fingle poem, afterwards made one of his Canter. 
bury 
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bury Tales which is told by the fecond Nonne: and 
fo perhaps was that of the Wife of Bath, which he 
advifes John of. Gaunt.to read, and was afterwards 
inferted in his Canterbury Tales. 

The Canterbury Tales were written. about the 
year 1383. It is certain the Tale of the Nonnes 
Prieft was written after the Infurrection of Jack 
Straw and Wat Tyler. mee 

The Flower andthe Leaf was written by him in 
the Prologue to the Legend of Gode Women. 

Chaucer’s ABC, called la Priere de noftre Dame, 
was written forthe ufe of the duchefs Blaunch. 

The book of the Lion is'mentioned in his Re- 
traGtion, and by Lidgate in the prologue to the Fall 
of Princes, but is now loft, as is that. 

De Vulcani vene, i.e. of the Brocke of Vulcan, 
which is hikewife mentioned by Lidgate. 

La belle Dame fans Mercy, was tranflated from 
the Freach of Alain Chartier, fecretary to Lewis XT, 
king of France. 

The Complaint of Mars and Venus was tranflated 
f-om the French of Sir Otes de Grantfon, a French 
poet. 

The Complaint of Annilida to faife Arcite. 

The Legend of Goede Women (called the Affem- 
bly of Ladies, and by fome the Nineteen Ladies) 
was written to oblige the queen, at the requeit of 
the countefs of Pembroke. 

The treatife of the Conclufion of the Aftrolabie 
was written in the year 1391. 

Of the Cuckow and Nightingale, this feems by 
the defcription to have been written at Woodftock. 

The Ballade beginning In Feverre, &c. was a 
compliment to the countefs of Pembroke. 

Several other ballads are afcribed to him, fome 
of which are juftly fufpefted not to have been his. 
The comedies imputed to him are no other than his 
Canterbury Tales, and the tragedies were thofe the 
monks tellin his Tales. 
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The Teftament of Love was wr 
ble the latter part of his life. 

The Song beginning Fly fro the Prefe;-&¢. was 
written in his.death-bed, 

Leland fays, that by the confent of the learned 
in his time, the Plowman’s Tale was attributed to 
Chaucer, but was fupprefled in the edition then ex- 
tant, becaufe the vices of the clergy were expofed 
in it. Mr. Speight in his life of Chaucer, printed 
in 1602, mentions a tale in William Thynne’s firft 
printed book of Chaucer’s works more odious to 
the clergy than the Plowman’s Tale. One thing 
muft not be omitted concerning the works of Chau- 
cer. In the year 1526 the bithop of London pro- 
hibited a great number of books which he thought 
had a tendency to deftroy religion and virtue, as 
did alfo the king in 1529, but in fo great efteem 
were his works then, and fo highly valued by the 


people of tafte, that they were excepted out of the 
prohibition of that a&, 


itten in his trou- 


The Parpowners ProLtocue. 


Lordings ! guoth he, in chirch when I vreche, 

I paine mee to have an have an hauteine {peche ; 
And ring it out, as round as doth a bell; 
For I can all by rote that I tell. 

My teme is always one, and ever was, 
(Radix omnium malorum eft cupiditas) 
Firft, I pronounce fro whence I come, 
And then my bills, I fhew all and fome ¢ 
Our hege—lords feal on my patent! 

That thew I firft, my body to Wwartrent; 
That no man be fo bold, prieft ne clerk, 
Me to difturb of Chrift’s holy werke; 

And after that I tell forth my tales, 

Of bulls, of popes, and of cardinales, 
Of patriarkes, and of bifhops I fhew ; 
And in Latin I fpeake wordes 4 few, 
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To faver with my predication, 
And for to flere men to devotion. 
‘Then fhew I forth my long, chriftall ftones, 
Ycrammed full of clouts and of bones ; 
Relickes they been, as were they, echone ! 
Then have I, in Latin a fhoder-bone, 
Which that was of an holy Jewes-fhepe. 
Good men, fay, take of my words kepe ! 
If this bone be wafhen in any well, 
If cow, or calfe, fhepe, or oxe {well 
That any worm hath eaten, or hem flrong, 
Take water of this well, and wath his tong, 
And it is hole a-non : And furthermore, 
Of pockes, and fcabs, and every fore 
Shall fhepe be hole, that of this well 
Drinketh a draught : Take keep of that I tell! 
If that the good man, that beafts oweth, 
Woll every day, ere the cocke croweth, 
Fafting drink of this well, a draught, 

"(As thilk holy Jew our elders taught) 
His beafts and his ftore fhall multiplie : 

_ And firs, alfo it healeth jealoufie, 

_ For, though a man be fall in jealous rage, 
Let make with this Water his potage, 
And never fhall he more his wife miftrift, 
Thughe, in footh, the defaut by her wift: 
All had fhe taken priefts two or three! 
Here is a mittaine eke, that ye may fee. 
He that has his hand well put in this mittaine ; 
He fhall have multiplying of his graine, 
When he hath fowen, be it wheat or otes;. 
So that he offer good pens or grotes ! 


Thofe who would prefer the thoughts of this fa- 
ther of Englifh poetry, in a modern drefs, are re- 
ferred to the elegant verfions of him, by Dryden, 
Pope, and others, who have done ample juftice to 
their illuftricus predeceffor. 
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I T’ has been difputed amongft the critics whether 
_ this poet preceded or followed Chaucer. Mrs. 
Cooper, author of the Mufes Library, is of opinion 
that he preceded Chaucer, and obferves that in 
more places than one that great poet feems to copy 
Langlands; but I am rather inclined to believe that 
he was cotemporary with him, which accounts for 
her obfervation, and my conjeéture is ftrengthened 
by tite eonfideration of his ftile, which is equally 
unmufical andobfolete with Chaucer’s; and tho’ Dry- 
den has told us that Chaucer exceeded thofe who 
followed him at 50 or 60 years diftance, in point 
of {moothnefs, yet with great fubmiffion to his judg- 
ment, I think there is fome alteration even in Skel- 
ton and Harding; which will appear to the reader 
to the beft advantage’ by 2 quotation. Of Langland’s 
family we have no account. Selden im his notes on 
Draiton’s Poly Olbion, quotés him with honour ; 
but he i8 entirely negleéted by Philips and Win- 
ftanly, tho’ he feems to have been a man of great 
gerfius | Befides Chaucer, few poets in ‘that or 
the fubfequent age had more real infpiration or po- 
etical enthufiafm in their compofitions. One can- 
not read the works of this author, or Chaucer, with- 
out lamenting the unhappinefs of a fluctuating Jan- 
guage, that. buries in its ruins even genius itfelf ; 
for like edifices of fand, every breath of time de- 
faces it, and if the form remain, the beauty is loft. 
The piece from which I fhall quote a few lines, isa 
work of great length and labour, of the allegoric 
kind ; itis animated with a lively and luxurious 
imagination; pointed with a variety of pun- 
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gent fatire; and dignified. with many excellent 
leffons of morality ; but.as to the conduct of the 
whole, it does ot appear to be of a piéce; every 
vifion feems’a diftinct rhapfody, and does not carry 
on either one fingle action or a féries of many ; 
but we ought’rather to wonder at its beauties than 
cavil at its defects; and if the poetical defign is 
broken, the moral is entiré, which, is uniformly the 
advancement of piety, and reformation of the Ro- 
man clergy.’ “The piece before us is etititled. the 
Vifion of Piers the Plowman, and I fhall quote that 
particular part which feems to have furnifhed a hint 
to Milton in his Paradife Loft, b. 2. 1. 479. 


Kinde Confcience tho’ heard, and came out of 
the planets, 

And fent forth his forrioues, fevers, and fluxes, 

Coughes, and cardicales, crampes and tooth- 
aches, | 

-Reums, and ragondes, and raynous fcalles, 

Byles, and’ blothes, and burning agueés, 

Frenefes, and foul euyl, foragers of kinde ! 

There was harrow! and help! here contetit Kinde 

With déath that’s dreadfal, to undone us‘ all 

Age the hoorée, he was in vaw-ward 

And bare the baner before death, by right he it 
claymed ! 

Kinde came after, with many kene fores, 


As pockes, and peftilencés, and much purple 
P > } 9 


fhent ; , 
So Kinde, through corruptions killed full many ¢ 
Death came driving after, and all to duit pathed 
. Kyngs and bagaars, knights and: popes. 
Mi.ttron. 
Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear’d, fad, noifom,. dark, 


A lazar-houfe it feém’d ; wherein were laid 
Numbers 
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Numbers of all difeafed: all maladies 

Of ghaftly fpafm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heartfick agony, all fev’rous kinds, 
Convull:ons, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs, 
Inteftine ftone and ulcer, cholic-pangs 
Demoniac phrenzy, moping melancholy 

And moon-itruck madnefs, pining atrophy, 
Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence, 
Dropfies and afthmas, and joint-racking rheums ; 
Dire was the tofliing! deep:the groans ! defpair 
Tended the fick, bufieft from couch to couch: 
And over them, triumphant death his dart 
Shook. P:.L.: bixip laazg, 
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Lourifhed in the reign» of Edward III, and 
Richard II. He . was |cotemporary - with 
Chaucer and much  efteemed and, honoured by 
him, as appears by his -fubmitting his Troilus 
and Creffida to his cenfure.. Stow in his Survey of 
London feems to be of opinion that the was no 
knight, but only an efquire ; however, it is certain 
he was defcended of a knightly family, at Sitten- 
ham in Yorkfhire. He received his education in 
London, and ftudied the law, but being poffefied 
of a great fortune, he dedicated himfelf more to 
pleafure and poetry than the bar; tho’ he feems not 
to have made any proficiency in poetry,» for his 
works are rather cool tranflations, than originals, 
and are quite deftitute of poetical fire. Bale makes 
him Equitem Auratum & Poetam Laureatum, but 
Winftanly fays that he was neither laureated nor 
hederated, but only rofated, having a chaplet of 
four rofes about his head in his monumental ftone 
erected 
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erected in St. Mary Overy’s, Southwark: He was 
held in great efteem by King Richard I, to whom 
he dedicates a book called Confeflio Amantis. That 
he was a man of no honour appears by his behavi- 
our when the’ revolution under Henry IV hap- 
pened in England, He was under the higheft obli- 
gations to Richard If; he had been preferred, 
patronized and honoured by him, yet no fooner 
did that unhappy prince (who owed his misfor- 
tunes in a great meafure to his generofity and eafi- 
nefs of nature) fall a facrifice to the policy of Hen- 
ry and the rage of rebellion, but he worfhiped the 
Rifing Sun, he joined his intereft with the new 
king, and tho’ he was then ftone-blind, and, as 
might naturally be imagined, too old to defire either 
riches or power, yet he was capable of the groflelt 
flattery to the reigning prince, and like an ungrate- 
fal monfter infulted the memory of his murdered 
fovereign and generous patron. He furvived Chau- 
cer two years; Winftanly fays, that in his old age 
he was made a jucge, poffibly in confequence of 
his adulation to Henry IV. His death happen- 
ed in the year 1402, and as he is faid to have been 
born fome years before Chaucer, fo he muft have 
been near fourfcore years of age : He was buried in 
St. Mary Overy’s in Southwark, in the chapel of 
St. John, where he founded a chauntry, and left 
money for a mafs to be daily fung for him, as alfo 
an obit within the church to be kept on Friday after 


the feaft of St. Gregory. He lies under a tomb of © 


ftone, with his image alfo of ftone over him, the 
hair of his head auburn, long to his fhoulders, but 
curling up, and a {mall forked beard; on his head 
a chaplet like a coronet of rofes ; an habit of purple, 
damasked down to his feet, and a collar of gold a- 
bout his neck. Under his feet the likenefs of three 
books which he compiled ; the firft named Speculum 
Meditantis, written in French ; the fecond Vox 
Clamantis, in latin; the third Confeflio Amantis, 
in 
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22 The Lire of 
in Faget ; this laft piece was printed by one Tho- 
mas Berthalette, and by him dedicated to King 
Henry V Mi, Gite Vox clamantis, with his Chronica 
‘Triparti and other works, both in Latin and 
French, Stow fays he had in is pofiefiion, but -his 
Speculum Meditantis he never, faw. Befides on the 
wall where he hes, there were painters three virgins 
crowned, one of which was named Charity , holding 
this device, 


Dieu le pere, 


tn toy quies fitz de 

Sauve foif, qui gift fours ceft pierre. 
The fecond wr iting I ¢ Mercy, adth this. device ; 
O bene lef fait ta mercy, 
A’lame, dont. la corps gitticy. 


The third writing Piry, with this decree ; 
our ta pitie Jefu regarde, 

it met ceft a me, en dae garde, 

His arms were in a Field Argent, ona Chevron 
Azure, three Leopards heads or, their konguts 
Gules, two Angels fupporters, and the cre a 
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Armigeri {cultum nihil a modo fert fibi tutum, 
Reddidit immolutum morfi generale tributum, 
Spiritus exutum fe gaudeat efte folutum 
Jit ubi virtutum regnum fine labe eft flatum, 


I. fhall take a quotation from a fmall piece of his 
called the Envious Man andthe Mifer ; by which it 
will Apes ar athat)! he was not, as Winftanley fays, a 

refines of our language, but on the,other hand, that 
poctry,owes nth few or no obligations, 


Of 


JOHN LYDGATE 


Of the Envious Man and the Miser. 


Of Jupiter thus I find ywrite, 
How, whilom, that he woulde wite, 
Upon the plaintes, which he herde 
Among the men, how that it farde, 
As of her yaonee condition ” 

To do juftificacion. 

And, for that caufe, downe he fent 
An angel, which abate went, 
That he the footh knowe maie. 


Befides the works already mentioned our poet 
wrote the following : 


De Compunétione Cordi, in one book. 
Chronicon Ricardi fecundi. 

Ad Henricum Quartum, in one book. | 
Ad eundem de Laude Pacis, in one book. 
De Rege Henrico, quarto, in one book. 
De Pefte Vitiorum, in one book. 
Scrutinium Lucis, in one book. 

De Regimine Principum. 

De Conjugii Dignitate. 

De Amoris V arietate. 
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Joun LYDGATE, 


Ommonly called the monk of Bury, becaufe a 
, native of that place.. He was another difciple 
and admirer of Chaucer, and it muft be owned far 
excelled his mafter, in the article of verfification. 
After fome time {pent ineour Englifh univerfities, he 
travelled thro’ France and Italy, improving his time 
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to the accomplifhment of learning the languages and 
arts. Pitfeus fays, he was not only an elegant poet, 
and an eloquent rhetorician, but alfo an expert ma- 
thematician, an acute philofopher, and no mean 
divine.. His verfes were fo very {mooth, and in- 
deed to a modern ear they appear fo, that it was 
faid of him by his cotemporaries, that his wit was 
framed and fafhioned by the Mufes themfelves. Af. 
ter his return from France and Italy, he became tu- 
tor. to many noblemen’s fons, and for his excellent 
endowments was much efteemed and reverenced by 
them. He writ a poem called the Life and Death 
of Heétor, from which I fhal] give a {pecimen of 
his verfification, 


[am a monk by my profeffion 

In Bury, called John Lydgate by my name, 
And wear a habit of perfection ; 

‘Although my life agree not with the fame) 


That meddle fhould with things fpiritual, 
As Linuft needs confefs unto you all, 


sumrwibitnmineemnimamabnt= 


but feeing that I did herein proceed 
At * his commands whom I could not refufe, 
| humbly do befeech all thofe that read, 
Or leifure have this {tory to perufe, 
[f any fault therein they find to be, 
Or error that committed is by-me, 
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That they will of their gentlenefs take pain, 
The rather to corre& and inend che fame, 
Than rafhly to condemn it with didain, 
For well I wot itis not without bla 

Becaufe I know the verfe 


As being fome too fhort, 


me, 
therein is Wrong 
and. fome too long. 
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His prologue to the ftory of Thebes, a tale (as he 
fays) he was conitrained to tell, at the command of 
his hoftof the Tabard in Southwark, whom he found 
in Canterbury with the reft of the pilgrims who went 
to vifit St. T‘homas’s fhrine, is remarkably {mooth 
for the age in which he writ, This ftory was firft 
written in Latin by Chaucer, and tranflated by Lyd- 
gate into Englith verfe, Pitfeus fays he writ, partly 
in profe and partly in verfe, many exquifite learn- 
ed books, amongft which are eclogues, odes, and 
fatires. He flourifhed in the reign of Henry VI. 
and died in the fixtieth year of his age, ann, 1449, 
and was buried in his own convent at Bury, with 
this’ epitaph, 


Mortuus feclo, fuperis fupertftes, 

Hie jacet Lydgate tumulatus urna : 

Qui fuit quondam celebris Britannz, 
Fama poeiis. 


Which is thus rendered into Englifh by Win- 
ftanly 3 


Dead in this world, living above the fky, 
Intomb’d within this urn doth Lydgate lie ; 
In former times fam’d for his poetry, 

All over England. 


SEE ISON 


Joun HaRDING. 


OHN HARDING, the famous Englifh Chro- 
nologer, was born (fays Bale) in the Northern 
parts, and probably Yorkfhire, being an Efquire 
of an eminent parentage. He was a man ad- 
dig&ed_ both to arms and arts, in the former of 
Vou. I, Nt. Cc ~ whith 
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which he feems to have been the greateft profi- 
cient: His firft military exploit was under Robert 
Um'reuil, governor of Roxborough Caftle, where 
he diftinguithed himfelf againft the. Scots, before 
which the King of Scotland was then encamped, 
and unfortunately loft his life. He afterwards 
followed the ftandard of Edward IV. ‘to whofe in- 
tereit both in profperity and diftrefs he honourably 
adhered. But what endeared him moft to the fa- 
vour of that Prince, and was indeed the mafter- 
piece of his fervice, -was his adventuring into Scot- 
land, and by his courteous infinuating behaviour, 
{o far ingratiating himfelf into the favour of their 
leading -men, that he procured the privilege of 
looking into their records and original letters, a 
copy of which he brought to England and ;pre- 
fented to the King. ‘This fuccefsful atchievement 
eltablifhed him in his Prince’s affeCtions, as he was 
follicitous to know how often the Kings of Scotland 
had taken oaths of fealty and fubjeéted themfelves 
to the Englifh Monarchs in order to: fecure their 
crown. ‘Thefe fubmiffions are warmly difputed by 
the Scotch hiftorians,who in honour of their country 
contend that they were only yielded for Cumberland 
and fome parcels of land poifefied by them in Eng- 
land fouth of Tweed ; and indeed when the 
warlike temper and invincible fpirit of that nation 
is confidered, it is more than probable, that the 
Scotch hiftorians in this particular contend only for 
truth... Our author wrote a:chronicle in -verfe of all 
our Englifh Kings from Brute to King Edward IV. 
for which Dr. Fuller and Winftanly beftow ereat 
encomiums upon him ; but he feems to me to be 
totally deftitu:e of poetry, both.from the wretch- 
ednefs of his lines, and the unhappinefs. of his 
{ubje&t, a chronicle being of aH others the drieft, 
and the leait fufceptible of poetical ornament.; but 
Jet the reader judge by the {pecimen , fubjoined. 
Hle died about the year, 1461, being then very 
gay ree 
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aged. From Gower to Barclay it muft’ be obfer. 
ved, that Kings and Princes were: con{tantly the 
patrons of poets. | 


On. the magnificent houfhold of King Richard IT, 


Tiuly i herd Robert Irelefe fay, 

Clark of the Green Cloth,-and that to the hoeuthold, 
Came every day, forth moft part alway, 

‘Ten thoufand folk by his «meilds told ; 

That followed the’ houfe,- aye as they» wold, 
Andiin the kitchen, three hundred icruitours, 
And in eche,ofiice: many. occupiours, 

And ladies faire, with their gentlewemen 
Chamberers alfo, and launderers, 
Three hundred. of them were occupied then ; 
‘There was great pride. among the officers, 
And’of all men far pafling their-compeers, 

Of rich arraye, and much more coftous, 
Then ‘was before, -or fith, and more precious. 
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Joun SKELTON 


AS. born of an-ancient family in Cumber- 

land, he received his education at Oxford, 
and entering into holy orders was made rector of 
Dyffo in Norfolk in the reign of Henry VIII. tho’ 
more probably he appeared rit in that of Henry 
VII. and may be faid to be the growth of that time, 
That he was a learned man Erafmus has confirmed, 
who in his. letter,to King Henry VIII. ftileth 
him, Britanicarum Literarum Lumen & Decus : Tho’ 
his ftile is rambling;and loofe, yet he was not with- 
‘out, invention, and his fatire is ftronely pointed, 
He lived near. fourfcore years after Chaucer, but 
C2 feems 
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feems to have made but little improvement in ver- 
fification. . He wrote:fome bitter fatires againft the 
clergy, and particularly, his keen. refleétions. on 
Cardinal Wolfey drew on him fuch fevere profecu- 
tions; that he wascobliged to fly for fanttudry: to 
Wefimninfter, under the proteCtion of Iflip the Abbot, 
where he died in.the year 1529. It appears by: his 
poem entitled; The Crown of Laurel, that his per: 
formances, were numerous, and. fuch as remain 
re chiefly thefe, Philip: Sparrow, Speak Parrot; 
the Death of King Edward IV: a Treatife of the 
Scots, Ware. the Hawk, the T'unning of? Elianer 
Rumpkin. In thefe pieces there is a very:rich vein 
of wit and humour, tho’ much debafed by the ruft 
of the age he lived in. His fatires are remarkably 
broad, open and ill-bred; the verfe cramped ‘by a 
very fhort. meafure, and encumbered with fuch a pro- 
fufion of. rhimes, as makes the poet appear almoft 
as ridiculous as thofe he:endeavours to expofe. In 
his more ferious piéces he is not guilty of this ab- 
furdity ; and confines himfelf to a regular ftanza, 
according to the then reigning mode, His Bouge 
of Court is a.poem of fome merit : it abounds with 
wit and imagination, and fhews him well verfed in 
human nature, and the infinuating manners of a 
court. The allegorical characters are‘finely defcrib- 
ed, and well futtained; the fabric of the whole I 
believe entirely his own, and not improbably, may 
have: the honour’ of furnifhing a hint even to the in- 
imitable Spencer.’ How or by whofe interéf he was 
made JLaureat;- or whether” it’ was-a' title’ he ‘af- 
funved-to- himfelf, cannot be ‘determined, neither 
is his principal patron any where named but ‘if 
his poem of the Crowa Lawrel before niehtioned 
has apy covert méoning, he had the happinef? of 
having the Ladies for his friends, and the’ counteéfs! 
f Surry, the Jedy Elizabeth Howard) and: mat 
ny ‘others’ united their’ fervices “in “his! favour: 
When on his death-bed he was charged-\ with 
having 
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having children ‘by. a°miftrefSs ‘he kept, ‘he’ pro- 
tefted that in his confcience he kept her ‘in’ the 


notion of a wife: And fuch was: his cowardice, 


that he chofe rather to-confefs adultery than own 
marriage, a crime at that time more fubjeéted to 
punifliment than the other. 


The Protoacue to the Bouce Court. 


Tn autumpne,’ whan the funne in vyrgyne, 

By radyante hete, enryped hath our corne, 
When Luna, full of mutabylyte, 

As Emperes the dyademe hath worne 

Of our Pole artyke, {mylynge half in fcorne, 
At our foly, and our vnftedfaftnelle, . 
‘Phe tyme when Mars to warre hym did dres, 


I, callynge to mynde the.creat auctoryte 
Of poetes olde, whiche full craftely, 
Vnder as couerte termies as coulde be, 

Can touche a trouthe, and -cloke fubtylly 
With frefh Vtterance ; full fentcyouily, 


Dyvenfe in ftyle : fome {pared not -vyce to wryte, 


Some of mortalitie nobly dyd endyte. 


‘His other works, as many’as could be colle@ed 
are chiefly thefe': aa 


Meditations on St. Ann: 
on the Virgin of: Kent, 
Sonnets on Dame Anne, 
_Elyner Rummin, the famous aléwife of Eagland, 
often printed, the laf edition 1624. 
The Peregrinations of human ‘Life. 
Solitary ‘Sonnets, 
The Art of dying well. 
Speaking eloquently.’ 
Manners of the Court. 
Invective againt William Lyle the Grammarian. 
C 3 Epitaphs 
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Epitaphs on Kings, Princes, and. Nobles. 
Collin. Clout. 

Poetical. Fancies and Satires. 

Verfes on the Death of Arthur Prince of Wales. 
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ALEXANDER BARCLAY. 


) was an author of fome eminence and merit, 
\o” there are few. things preferved concerning 
ind he has been negle&ted by almoft all the 
iphers of the) poets. » That excellent | writer 
‘ooper feeris to have a pretty high opinion of 
his abilities ; it is certain that he very confiderably 
refined. the Janguage,: ‘and his verfes are much 

} 

I 


(oe 


(moother than thofe of Harding, who wrote buta 
few years before him.) He ftiles himfelf Prieft, and 
Chaplain in the College of St: Mary, Otory, in the 
county of Devon, and afterwards, Monk. of Ely. 
His principal work ‘is a tranilation of a fatirical 
piece, written originally in high Dutch, and enti- 
tled the Ship of Fools : It expofes the charatters, 
vices, and follies of all degrees of men, and .tho’ 
much inferior in its execution to the Canterbury 
Tales, has yet confiderable merit, efpecially when it 
is confidered how barren and unpolite the age was in 
which he flourifhed.. In the prologue to this he 
makes an apology for his youth, and it appears 
that the: whole was finifhed Anno Dom. 1508, 
which was about the clofe of the reign of Henry 
VII. In elegancy of manners he has theadvan- 
tage of all his predeceffors, as is;-particularly re- 
markable in his addrefs to Sir Giles Alington, his 
patron. The.poet..was now grown old, and the 
knight defiring him to abridge and. improve Gower’s 
Confeflio, Amantis, he; declines it. in. the politett 

es 2 manner, 
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manner, on account of his age, profeflion, and 
infirmities ; “but tho’ love is an improper fubject, 


‘ 


6 


€ 


4 


{ays he, I am ftill an admirer of the fex, and fhall 
introduce to.the honour of your acquaintance, 
four of the fineft ladies that nature ever framed, 
Prudence, Temperance, Juftice, and Magnaniimity ;’ 


the whole of the addrefs is exceeding courtly, and 
from this I fhall quote a few lines, which will both 
illuftrate his politenefs and verfification. 


To you thefe accorde; thefe unto you are due, 

Of you late proceeding as of their head foun- 
tayne ; 

Your life as example in writing I enfue, 

For, more then my writing within it can contayne ; 

Your manners pefrormeth and doth there at- 
tayne: 

So touching thefe vertues, ye have in your living 

More than this my meter conteyneth in writing. 

My dities indited may counfell many one, 

But not you, your maners furmounteth my 
doctrine 

Wherefore, I regard you, and your maners all 
one, 

After whofe living my proceffes I combine : 

So other men inftructing, I muft to you encline ° 

Conforming my procefs,° as much as I am able, 

To your fad behaviour and maners commendable. 


te was author of the following pieces.. 
Lives of feveral of the Saints. 
Salaft’s Hiftory of the Jegurthian war tranflatcd 


into Englifh. 


‘The Caftle of Labour, tranflated from the French 


into Englifh. 


Bale gives this author but an indifferent chara@er 


as to his morals ; he is faid to have intrigued with 
women notwithftanding his clerical profeflion : It is 
™~ 
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certain he was a gay courtly man, and perhaps, tho’ 
he efpoufed the Church in his profeflion, he held 
their celebacy and pretended chaftity in contempt, 
and being a man of wit, indulged himfelf in thofe 
pleafures, which feem to be hereditary to the poets. 
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Tuomas MorRE. 


great man was diftinguifhed, yet as he 
wrote fome verfes with tolerable {pirit, and was’ in 
Imoit.every other refpect one of the foremoft geni- 
Sy our nation ever produced, Jimagine a fhort 
account of his lifz here will not be difacteable to the 
‘eaders, efpecially as all Biographers of* the Poets 
efore me have taken notice of him, and ranked 
iim amoneft the number ‘of Bards. Sir Thomas 
More was born in Milk-ftreet, London, A. D. 1480. 
He was fon to Sir John More, Knight, and. one) of 
the Juftices of the King’s-Bench, a man held in the 
he heft efteem at that time for his: knowledge in the 
aw and his integrity in the adminiftration of juftice. 
Tt was objected by the enemies of Sir Thomas, 
that his birth was ob{cure, and his family mean ; 
but far otherwife was the real cafe. . Judge More 
bore arms from his birth, having his coat of arms 
quartered, which proves his having come to his 
inheritance by defcent. . His mother was likewife a 
woman of family, and of an extraordinary virtue. 
Door Clement relates from the authority of our 
author himfelf, a vifion which his mother had, the 
next night after her marriage. She thought fhe 
faw in her fleep, as it were engraven in her weddin; 
ring, the number and countenances of all the chil- 
dren fhe was to have, of whom the face of one 
was 


FE SHO Peels is none of the excellencies in which 
th 
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“was fo dark and obfcure, that fhe could not well 
difcern it, and indeed fhe afterwards fuffered an 
untimely delivery of one of them : the face of the 
‘other the beheld fhining moft glorioufly, by which 
the future fame of Sir Thomas was pre-fignified. 
She alfo bore two daughters. But tho” this ftory is 
told with warmth by his grea: grandfon, who writes 
his life, yet, as he was a Roman Catholic, and 
and difpofed to a fuperttitious beliefin miracles and 
vifions, there is no. great. ftrefs to be laid upon it. 
Lady More might perhaps communicate this vifion 
to her fon, and he have embraced the belief of-it ; 
but it feemsto have too little authority, to deferve 
credit from pofterity. 

Another miracle is related by Stapleton, which 
is faid to have happened in the infancy of More. 
His nurfe one day croffing a river, and: her horfe 
ftepping into adeep place, expofed both her and 
the child to great danger. She being more anxious 
for the fafety of the child than her own, threw him 
over a hedge into a field adjoining, and efcaping 
likewife from the imminent danger, when fhe came 
to take him up, fhe found him quite unhurt and 
fmiling fweetly upon her. ; 

He was put to the free-{chool in London called St. 
Anthony’s,under the care of the famous Nicholas Holt, 
and when hehadwith great rapidity acquired a know- 
ledge of his grammar rules, he was placed by his fa- 
ther’s intereft under the great Cardinal Merton, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and Lord High Chancellor, 
whofe gravity and learning, generofity and tendernefs, 
allured all men to love and honour him. To him 
More dedicated his Utopia, which of all his works 
is unexceptionably the moft mafterly and finifhed. 
The Cardinal finding himfelftoo much incumbered 
with bufinefs, and hurried with ftate affairs tofuperin- 
tend his education, placed him in Canterbury College 
in Oxford, where by his affiduousapplicationto books, 
his extraordinary temperance and vivacity of wit, 
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he acquired the Arft charaéter r among’ the ftudents, 
and then gave proois of a genius that would one day 
make a great blaze in the world. When he was but 
eighteen yeas old fuch was the force of his undér- 
ftandine, he wrote many epig ‘rams which were high- 
ly efteemed by. men of eminence, as well abroad as. 

home. Beatus Rhenanus in his epiftle to Bili- 
Balus’ Pi fchietheal: pafles great encomiums ‘upon 
them, as alio Leodgarius 3 a Quercu, public reader 


Of humanity at Paris. One Brixius a German, 
who envied the reputation of this young epigra- 
matift, v rote a book againft thefe epigrams, un- 
der the title of Antimorus, which had no other ef- 


fect Hare rawing Erafmus into the field, who cele- 
brated and honoured More, whofe high patronage 


Ww: e greateft compliment the moft ambitious. 
writer could expedt, {o that the friendfhip of Erafmus. 
was cheapl’ purchafed by the malevolence of a 


thoufand fren? ritics as Brixius. About the fame 
time of life he GAnflated for his exercife one of Lu- 
cian’s orations out of Greék into Eatin, which he 
calls his pe Fruits of the Greek Tongue; and. 
adds another oration of his own to anfwer that 
of Lucian; for as he had defended him who. had. 
flain a tyrant, he oppofed againft it another with 
fuch. forcible arguments, th iat it feems not to be 
inferior to Lidiah’ s,. either’ in mvestion’ or elo- 
quence : Whcn he was about twenty yéars old, 
finding ‘his’ appetites and arth very predomi- 
nant, he ftruggled with all the heroifm of a chri-. 
ftian. againft their influence, and infli&ted fevere 
whippings aid auftere mortifications upon himfelf. 
every friday and on high fafting days, left his fen- 
faality fhould grow too infolent, and at laft fubdue 
his’ reafon, But notwithftanding all his efforts, 
finding his Iufts ready to endangér his foul, he 
wifely determined’ to. marry, a. remedy much more. 
natural than perfonal inflicions; and as a pattern of 
inte, he propote -d the example’ of ‘a’ fingular 
lay- 
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Yay-man, John Picus Earl of Mirandula, who: 


was a man famous for chaiftity, virtue, and learn- 
ing. He tranflated this nobleman’s life,, as alfo 
many of his letters, and his twelve receipts of 
good life, which are extant in the beginning of 
his Englith works. For this end he alfo wrote a 
treatife of the four laft things, which he. did not: 
quite finifh, being called to other ftudies. 
Athismeals he was very abftemious, norever eat but: 
of one difh, which was moft commonly powdered 
beef, or fome fuch falt meat. In his youth he abftained. 
wholly from wine; and as he was temperate in his 
diet, fo was he heedlefs and negligent in his appa-- 
rel. Being once told by his fecretary Mr. Harris, 
that his fhoes were:all torn, he bad him tell his man 
to buy him new ones, whofe bufinefs it was to take 
care of his cloaths, whom for this caufe he called 
his tutor. His firft wife’s name was Jane Cole,, 
defcended of a genteel’ family, who bore him 
four children, and upon her deceafe, which in not 
many years happened, he married a fecond time 
a widow, one Mrs. Alice Middleton, by whom he 
had no children.. This he: fays he did not to indulge 
his paflions (for he obferves that it it harder to 
keep chaftity in wedlock than in a. fingle life,) 
but to take care of his ‘children and houfhold af- 
fairs.’ Upon what principle ‘this: ‘obfervation is. 
founded, I cannot well conceive,. and wif Sir: 
Thomas had ‘given’ his reafons why it is harder: 
to be chafte in'a married than: fingle life. This 
wife'was a worldly minded woman, had. a: very’ 
indifferent perfon, was advanced in years, and: pof- 
feffed no very agreeable temper. Much about this 
time hé became obnoxious to: Henry. VIT. for op- 
pofing his exactions upon the people.. Henry was 
a’ covetous mean’ prince,. and entirely devoted to 
the council of Emfon and Dudley, who then were 
very ‘juftly reckoned’ the caterpillars of the fate. 
The --King’ demanded a large ‘fubfidy to beftow 
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on his eldeft daughter, who was then about. to be 
married to James 1V. of Scotland. Sir. Thomas 
being one of the burgeffes, {o influenced the lower 
houfe by the force of his arguments, (who were 
cowardly enough before not to oppofe the King) 
that they refufed the demands, upon which Mr. Tiler 
of the King’s Privy-Chambers went prefently to 
his Majefty, and told him that More had difap- 
pointed all their expectations, which: circumftance 
not a little enraged him againft More. Upon,this 
Flenry was bafe enough to pick a quarrel without.a 
caufe again{t Sir John’ More, his venerable father, 
and in revenge to the fon, clapt him in the Tower, 
keeping him there prifoner till he had forced him to 
pay one hundred pounds of a fine, for no offence. 
King Henry foon after dying, his fon who began his 
reign with fome popular a¢ts,tho’ afterwards he de- 
generated into a monftroustyrant, caufed Dudley and 
Emfon to be impeached of high treafon for giving 
bad advice to his father ; and however illegal fuch 
an arraignment might be, yet they met the juft fate 
of oppreflors and traitors to. their country, 

About the year 1516, he compofed his famous 
book called the Utopia, and gained by it great re- 
putation. Son after it was publifhed, it was tranf- 
lated both into French and Italian, Dutch and Eng- 
lifh, Dr. Stapleton enumerates the opinions of a 
great many learned men in its favour. This work 
tho’ not writ in verfe, yet in.regard_of the fancy 
and invention employed in compofing it, may well 
enough pafs for an allegorical poem. It contains 
the idea of a compleat Commonwealth in an ima- 
ginary ifland, (pretended to be lately difcovered in 
America) and thatfo well counterfeited, that-ma- 
ny upon reading it, miftook it for areal truth, in 
fo much (fays Winftanly) that fome learned men, 
as Budeus, Johannes Plaudanus,..out of a principle 
of fervent zeai, withed that fome excellent divines 
might be fent hither to preach Chrilt’s Gofpel. 
Much 
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Much about the fame time he wrote the hiftory of 
Richard III. which was likewife held in efteem; 
thefe works were undertaken when he was difchar- 
ged from the bufinefs of the ftate. 

Roper, in his life of our author, relates that upon 
an occafion in which King Henry VIII. and the Pope 
were parties in a caufe tryed in the Star Chamber, 
Sir Thomas moft remarkably diftinguifhed himfelf, 
and became fo great a favourite with that difcern- 
ing ‘monarch, that he could no longer forbear call- 
ing him into his fervice. 

A fhip of the Pope’s, by the violence of 
a ftorm was driven into Southampton, which the 
King claimed as a forfeiture ; when the day of 
hearing came on before the Lord High Chancellor, 
and other Judges, More argued fo forcibly in fa- 
vour of the Pope, that tho’ the Judges had 
refolved to give it for the King, yet they altered 
their opinion, and confirmed the Pope’s right. Ina 
$hort time after this, he was created a Knight, 
and after the death of Mr. Wefton, he was made 
Treafurer of the Exchequer, and one of the Pri- 
vy Council. He was now Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons, and thus exalted in dignity, the eyes 
of the nation were fixed upon him. Wolfey, who 
then governed the realm, found hinifelf much 
grieved by the Burgefies, becaufe all their tranfac- 
tions were fo foon made public, and wanting a frefh 
fubfidy, came to the houfe in perfon to complain of 
this ufage. When the burgeffes heard of his com- 
ingy it was long debated whether they fhould admit 
him or no, and Sir Thomas ftrongly urged that he 
fhould be‘admitted, for this reafon, that if he shall 
find fault with the fpreading of our fecrets, (fays 
he) we may lay the blame upon thofe his Grace 
brought with him. ‘The proud Churchman having 
entered’ ‘the Houfe, made a long. {peech for 
granting the fubfidy, and asked feveral of the Mem-~ 
bers opinion concerning it; they were all fo con- 
founded as not to be able to anfwer, and the Houfe 
at 
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at laft refolved that their Speaker fhould reply for 
them. Upon this Sir Thomas fhewed that the 
cardinal’s coming into ‘the Houfe was unprecedent- 
ed, illegal, and a daring infult on the. liberty of 
the burgeffes, and that the fubfidy.. demanded 
was unneceflary ; upon which Wolfley fuddenly 
departed in a rage, and ever after ente:tained 
fuipicions of More, and became jealous of his 
great abilities. Our author’s fame was not con- 
fined to England only; all the fcholars and ftates- 
men in every country in Europe had heard. of, and 
correfponded with him, but of all ftrangers he had 
a peculiar efteem for Erafmus, who. took a jour- 
ney into England in order to converfe with him, 
and enter more minutely into the merit of one 
whofe learning he had fo high an opinion of. They 
agreed to meet firft at my. Lord. Mayor’s table, 
and as they were perfonally unknown, to make the 
experiment whether they could difcover one-ano; 
ther by converfation. ‘They. met accordingly, and! 
remained fome hours undifcovered ; at laft an argue 
ment was ftarted in which both engaged with great 
keennefs, Erafmus defignedly defended the unpo- 
pular fide, but finding himfelf fo ftrongly preffed, 
that he could hold it no longer, he..broke out in 
an extafy, aut tu es Morus, aut Nullus. Upon 
which More replied, aut tues Erafmus, aut :Diabo- 
lus, as at that time Erafmus was itriving to defend 
very impious propofitions, in order to-put his an: 
tagonift’s ftrength to the proof. ~ 

When he lived in the city of London as ‘a.juffice: 
of peace, he ufed to attend the feflions at New- 
gate. ‘There was then upon the bench. ;a;vene- 
rable old judge, who. was. very fevere..againt 
thofe who had their “purfes cut; (as the.,phrafe 
then was) and told them that: it. was ,by.,their- 
negligence that fo. many purfe-cutters. came.before 
him, Sir Thomas,, who. was. a-great loyer:of~a 
joke, contrived’ to have this judge’s, purfe ..cut 
from him.in the feffions houfe by a.felon.’ When: 
the 
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the felon was arraigned, he told the court, that if he 
were permitted to {peak to, one of the judges in pri- 
vate, he could clear his innocence to them ; they in- 
dulged him in his requeft, and he made choice of 
this old judge, and while he whifpered fomething 
in his ear, he flily cut.away his purfe; the judge 
returned to the bench, and the felon made a fign to 
Sir Thomas of his having accomplifhed the fcheme. 
Sir Thomas moved the court, that each of them 
fhould beftow fome alms on a needy perfon who 
then ftood falfly accufed, and was a real object of 
compafion. [The motion was agreed to, and 
when the old man came to put his hand in his 
purfe, he was aftonifhed to find it gone, and told 
the court, that he was fure he had it when he came 
there. What, fays More in a pleafant manner, 


do you charge any of us with felony ? the judge - 


beginning to be angry, our facetious author de- 
fired the felon to return his purfe, and advifed 
the old man never to be fo bitter againft innocent 
mens negligence, when he himfelf could not keep 
his purfe fafe in that open.affembly. 

Although he lived a courtier, and was much 
concerned in bufinefs, yet he never neglected his 
family at home, but inftructed his daughters ia 
all ufeful learning, and converfed familiarly with 
them ; he was remarkably fond of his eldeft dauigh- 
ter Margaret, as fhe had a greater capacity, and 
fprightlier genius than the reft. His children often 
ufed to tranflate out of Latin into Englifh, .and 
out of Englifhinto Latin, and Dr. Stapleton ob- 
ferves, that he hath feen an apology of Sir Tho- 
mas More's to the univerfity of Oxford, in defence 
of learning, turned into Latin by one of his daugh- 
ters, and tranflated again into Englifh by another. 
Margaret, whofe. wit. was fuperior to the reft, 
writ a treatife on the four laft things, which Sir 
Thomas declared was finer than his; fhe compofed 
feveral Orations, efpecially one. in anfwer to Quin- 
tilian, 
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tilian, defending a rich man, which he accufed 
for having poifoned a poor man’s bees with certain 
venomous flowers in his garden, fo eloquent and 
forcible that it may juftly rival Quintilian himfelf. 
She alfo tranflated Eufebius out of Greek. 

Tho’ Sir Thomas was thus involved in'public af- 
fairs and domeftic concerns, yet he found leifure to 
write many books, either againft f Heretics, or of a de- 
votional cat ; for at that time, what he reckoned 
Herefy began to diffufe itfelf over all Germany 
and Flanders. He built a chapel in his parifh 
church at Chelfea, which he conftant'y attended 
in the morning ; fo fteady was he in his devotion. 
He hired a houfe alfo for many aged people in the 
parifh, which Le turned into an hofpital, and fup- 
ported at his own expence. Heat laft rote to the 
dignity of Lord High Chancellor upon the fall of 
Wolfey, and while he fat as the Chief Judge of 
the nation in one court, his father, aged upwards 
of go, fat as Chief Juftice in the King’s Bench ; 
a circumftance which never before, nor ever fince 
happened, of a father being a Judge, and his fon 
a Chancellor at the fame time. Every day, as the 
Chancellor went to the Bench, he kneeled before 
his father, and asked his blefling. ‘The people foon 
found the difference between the intolerable pride 
of Wolfey, and the gentlenefs and humility of 
More ; he permitted every one to approgch him 
without referve ; he difpatched bufinefs with great 
affiduity, and fo cleated the court of tedious fuits, 
that he more than once’ came to the Bench, and 

alling for a caufe, there was none totry. As no 
dignity could infpire him with pride, fo no appli- 
cation to the moft important affairs could divert him 
from fallies of humour, and a pleafantry of behaviour. 
It once happencd, that a beggar’s little dog which 
fhe had loft, was prefented to lady More, of which 
fhe was very fond; but atlaft the beggar getting no- 
tice where the dog was, fhe came to complain to 
Sir 
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Sir ‘Thomas as he was fitting in his hall, that his 
lady withheld her dog from’ her; ‘prefently my 
lady was fent for, and the dog brought with her, 
which he taking in his hand, caufed his wife to. 
ftand at the upper end of the hall, and the beggar 
at the other; he then bad each of them call the 
dog, which when they did, the dog went prefently 
to the beggar, forfaking my lady. When he faw 
this, he’bad my lady be contented forit was none 
of hers. My Lord Chancellor then gave the woman 
apiece of gold, which would have bought ten fuch 
dogs, and. bid her be careful of it for the future. 

A. friend of his had fpent much time in com- 
pofing a book, and went to Sir ‘Thomas to have 
his opinion of it; he defired him ‘to turn it into 
rhime ; which at the expence of many years la- 
bour ‘he at laft accomplifhed, and came again to 
have his opinion: Yea marry, fays he, ‘now it is 
fomewhat ; now it is rhime, but before it was nei- 
ther rhime nor reafon, 

But fortune, which had been long propitious to 
our author, began now to change fides, and try him 
as well with afflition as profperity; in both which 
charatters, his behaviour, integrity and courage 
were irreproachable. The amorous monarch King 
Henry VIII,. at, lait obtained from his Parliament 
and Council.a divorce from his lawful wife, and 
being paffionately fond of Anna Bullen, he mar- 
red her, and declared her Queen of England: This 
marriage Sir Thomas had always oppofed, and held 
it unlawful for his Sovereign to have another wife 
during his firft wife’s life. ‘he Queen who was of 
a petulant difpofition, and elated with her new 
dignity could not withhold her refentment againft 
him, but animated all her relations, and the par- 
ties inclined to the proteftant intereft, to perfecute 
him with rigour. Not long after the divorce, the 
Council gave authority for the publication of a 
book, in which the reafons why this divorce was 
granted 
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granted were laid, down ;/an anfwer was foon pub- 
lithed, with which Sir Thonias More was charged 
as the author, of which report however he fufi- 
ciently cleared himfelf in a letter to: Mr. Crom- 
wel, then fecretary, and a great favourite with 
King Henry. In the parliament held-in the year 
1534, there was, an oath: framed, called the Oath 
of Supremacy, in which all Englith fubjeéts thould 
renounce the pope’s authority, and fwear-alfo to 
the {ucceffion of Queen Ann’s children, and lady 
Mary illegitimate. “This oath was given to all the 
clergy as well bifhops as priefts, but no lay-man 
except Sir Thomas More was defired to take it ; 
he was fummoned to: appear at Lambeth before 
archbifhop Cranmer, the Lord Chancellor Audley, 
Mr. fecretary Cromwel, and the abbot of Weltmin- 
fler, appointed commiflioners. by the King to ten: 
der this, oath -. More abfolutely: refufed to’ take 
it, from a principle of confciencé: and after variz 
ous expoftulations he was ordered into the cufto- 
dy of the abbot of Weftminfter; and foon after he 
was {ent to the tower, and the lieutenant had fri@ 
charge to. prevent his writing, or holding conver- 
fation .with any perfons but thofe fent by, the fecre- 
tary.. The Lord Chancellor, duke of Norfolk, and 
Mr.Cromwel paid him frequent vifits, and prefled 
him to take the oath, which he ftill refufed.- A- 
bout. a year after his commitment to the tower, »by 
the importunity of Queen Ann, he was arraign’d 
at the King’s Bench Bar, for obftinately refuting 
the. oath, of fupremacy, and wilfully and :obfti- 
nately oppofing the King’s feeond marriage, ; He 
went to the court leaning on his ftaff) becaufe he 
had -been. much .weakened by his imprifonment ; 
his judges were, Audley, Lord Chancellor ; Fitz 
James, Chief, Juftice ; Sir John Baldwin, Sir Riz 
chard Leifter, Sir John Port, Sir John - Spelman, 
Sir Walter Luke, Sir Anthony Fitzherbert: ‘The 
King’s attorney opened againft him witha very op- 
probious 
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probious libel ; the chief evidence were Mr. fecreta- 
ry Cromwell, to:whom he had’ uttered fome: difre- 
edful expreffions of the King’s authority, the duke 
of Suffolk and earl of Wiltfhire: He replied to the 
accufation with great compofure and ftrength of ar- 
gument;. and when one Mr. Rich fwore againft 
him, he boldly afferted that Rich was perjured, 
and wifhed he might never fee God’s Countenance 
in mercys if what he afferted was. not: true ; be- 
fides that, Rich added to perjury, the bafenefs of 
betraying private converfation. But notwithftand- 
ing his defence, the jury, who were compofed of 
creatures of the court, brought in their verdict, 
guilty ; sand he had fentence of death pronounced 
againft him, which he heard without emotion. 
He then made a long fpeech addrefied to the Chan- 
cellor, and obferved to Mr. Rich, that he was 
more forry for his perjury, © than forthe fentence 
that had juit been pronounced againft him : Rich 
had been fent by the fecretary to take away all 
Sir ‘Thomas's books and papers, during which 
time fome converfation pafied, which Rich mifre- 
prefented in order to advance himfelf in the King’s 
favour. He was ordered again to the Tower :til 
the King’s pleature fhould be known. When he 
Janded. at ‘Tower Wharf, his favourite daughter 
Margaret, who had not feen him fince his con- 
finement, came there to take her laf adieu, and 
forgetting the bathfulnefs and delicacy of her fex, 
preis’d thro’ the multitude, threw her arms about 
her father’s neck and often embraced him; they 
had but little converfation, and their parting was 
fo moving, that all the fpectators diffolved in tears, 
and applauded the affection-and. tendernefs of the 
lady which could enable her to take her farewel un- 
der fo many difadvantages. f 
Some time after his condemnation Mr. fecretary 
Cromwel waited.on Sir Thomas, and entreated him 


to accept ‘his Majelty’s pardon, upon the condition 
of 
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of taking the oath, and exprefied great tendernefs 


towards him. This vifit and feeming friendthip of 
Cromwel not a little affe&ed him, he revolved in 
lis mind>the propofal which he made, and as his 
fate was “pproaching, perhaps his refolution {tag - 
gered a little, but calling ‘to mind his former 
vows, his ecnfcience, his honour, he recovered 
himfelf again, and>ftood firmly prepared for his 
fall.; Upom this occafion it was that he wrote the 
following iverfes, mentioned both by Mr. Roper 
and Mr. Hoddefon, which-I thal] here ‘infert as a 
{pecimen of ‘his poetry. 
Ey flattering fortune, loke thou never fo fayre, 
Or never fo pleafantly begin to f{mile, 
As tho’ thou would’ft my ruine all repayre, 
During my life thou fhalt not me begile, 
Truft thall I: Géd to entre in a while 
Flis haven of heaven fure and uniforme, 
Ever after thy calme loke I fora ftorme. 


On the 6th of July, 1534, in the 54th year of 
his age, the fentence of condemnation was executed 
upon him on’Tower Hill, by fevering his head from 
his body. ‘As he'was carried to the feaffold, fome 
fow people hired by ‘his enemies cruelly infulted 
him; to whom he gave cool and effe@ual anfwers, 
Being now under the feaffold, he looked at it with 
great calmnefs, and obferving it too flenderly built, 
he faid merrily to Mr. Lieutenant, «I pray you, Sir, 
“fee me fafe up, and for my coming down let 
** me fhift for myfelf.”. When he mountéd on the 
{caffold, he threw his eyes round the multitude, 
defired them to pray for him, and to bear him wit. 
nefs that he died’ for the holy catholic church, 
a faithful fervant both to God and the King. His 
gaiety and propenfion to jefting did not forfake 
him in his laft moments ; when he laid his head 
upon the block, he bad the executioner ftay till he 


had 
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had removed afide his beard, faying, ‘‘ that that 
“‘ had never committed treafon.”?. When the 
executioner asked’ his forgivenefs,. he kiffed him 
and) faid, “ thou wilt do me this daya greater 
‘* benefit than any mortal man canbe able to give 
* me; pluck up thy {pirit.man, and be: not afraid 
** todo thy office, my neck is very fhort, take heed 
“* therefore that thou ftrike not awry for faving thy 
** honefty.” 

Thus by. an honeft but miftaken zeal fell Sir 
Thomas More;.a man of wit and parts fuperior 
to all his cotemporaries ; of integrity unfhaken; of 
a generous and noble difpofition,; of a courage in- 
trepid ; a great fcholar and a devout chriftian. 
Wood fays that he was but an indifferent divine, 
and that he was very ignorant of antiquity and the 
learning of the fathers, but he allows him to bea 
man of a pleafant and fruitful imagination, and a 
ftatefman beyond any that fucceeded him. 


His works befides thofe we have already mea- 
tioned ‘are chiefly thefe, 
A’ Merry Jeft, How a Serjeant will learn to play 
a ‘Friar, written in verfe. 
Verfes on the hanging of a Painted Cloth in his 
Father’s Houfe. 
Lamentations on Elizabeth Queen of Henry VII, 
150%. 
Werte onthe Book of Fortune. 
Dialogue concerning Herefies. 
Supplication of Souls, writ in anfwer to a book 
called the Supplication of Beggars. 
A Confutation of Tindal’s. Anfwer to More’s 
Dialogues, printed 1533. 
The Debellation of Salem and Bizance, 1533. 
In anfwer to another book of Tindal’s. 
Treatife on the Paffion of Chrift. 
—Godly Meditation. 
—Devout Prayer. 
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Letters while in the Tower, all:printed 1557. 
Progym mnaf{mata. 
Refponfio ad Convitia Martini Luthert, 1523- 
Quod pro Fide Mors fugienda non eft, written 
in the Tower 1534: 
Precationes bx Pf{almis. 
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as 


Henry Howarpn, Earl of 
SURRY 


4 7AS fon of Thomas, duke of Norfolk, and 
/ Elizabeth, daughter of Edward, duke of 
] 


BEC ans hats: he father of our. author held the 
higheft places under King Henry VIII,. and had: 
fo faithfully wa bravely ferved him, eke no- 
bility grew jealous of his influence, and. by, their 
inited “efforts produced~ his ruin. After many: ex-". 
cellent fervices in ‘eee he was conftituted Lord 
Treafurer, and made General of the King’s whole 
army defign’d to march againft the Scots: At the 
battle of Flodden, in which the Scots were rout- 
ed. and their Sovereign flain, the earl of Surry re- 
markably diftinguifhed himfelf; By commanded tn- 
der his father, and as foon as the jealoufy of the 
Peers had faftened upon the one, they took care 
that the other fhould not efcape.. He was the firit 
nobleman (fays Camden) that illuftrated his high 
birth with the pray of learning ; ; he was acknow- 
ledged by all, to be ‘the gallanteft man, the politeit 
lover, and the nar compleat ¢ pentleman of his time. 
He received his education at Windfor with a natural 
fon of Henry VIII, and. became firft. eminent for 
his devotion to the beautiful Geraldine, Maid of 
Honour to Queen Catherine ; fhe firft infpired him 
with 
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‘with poetry, and that poetry has conferred mmor- 
tality on her: So tranfported was he with his paf- 
fion, that he made a tour to the moft elegant courts 
in Europe, to maintain her. peerlefs| beauty a- 
gainft all oppofers, and every where made good 
his challenge with honour. In his way to Florence, 
he touched at the emperor’s court, where he became 
acquainted with the learned Cornelius Agrippa, fo 
famous for magic, who fhewed him the image 
of his Geraldine in a glafs,, fick, weeping on her 
bed, and melting into devotion for the abfence of 
her lord; upon fight of: this he wrote the follow- 
ing paflionate fonnet, which forthe fmoothnefs of 
the verfe, the tendernefs of expreflion, and the heart- 
felt fentiments might do honour to the politeft, eafi- 
eft, mott paflionate poet in our own times. 


All foul, no earthly flefh, why doft thou fade ? 


All gold ; no earthly drofs,, why look’ft thou 


ale ? Oi 
Sicknefs how dareft thou one fo fair invade ? 
Too bafe infirmity to work, her bale. 
Heaven be diftempered fince fhe grieved 
pines, 
Never be dry, thefe my fad plaintive lines. 


Pearch thou my fpirit on her filver breatts, 
And with their pains redotbled mufick beat- 
; ings, | ; 
Let them tofs thee to world where all toil retts, 
Where blifs is fubject to no fears defeatings, 
Her praife I tune, whofe tongue doth tune 
the fpheres, 
And gets new mufes in her hearers ears. 


Stars fall.to fetch frefh light from the rich eyes, 
Her bright brow drives the fun'to clouds be- 
neath, hese 
Her 
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Her hair reflex with red ftrakes paints the fkyes, 
Sweet morn and evening dew flows from her 
breath : 
Phoebe rules tides, fhe my tears tides forth 
draws. 
In her fick bed love fits, and:maketh laws. 


Her dainty lips tinfel her filk-foft: theets, 
Her-rofe-crown’d cheeks eclipfe my dazled fight. 
O glafs with too much joy, my thoughts thou 
greets, 
And yet thou fheweft me day but by twilight. 
I'll kifs thee for the kindnefs I have felt, 
Her lips one kifs would into neétar melt: 


From the emperor’s court he went to the city of 
Florence, the pride and glory of Italy, in which 
city his beauteous Geraldine was born, and‘he had 
no reft. till-he found out the houfe of her nativity, 
and being fhewn the room where his charmer firft 
drew air, he was tranfported with extafy of joy, 
his tongue overflowed with her praifes, and Win- 
itanly fays he eclipfed the fun and moon with com- 
parifons of his Geraldine, and wrote another fon- 
net in praife of the chamber that was honoured 
(as he fays) with her. radiant conception ; this fon- 
net is equally. amorous and fpirited with’ that al- 
ready. inferted. In the duke of Florence’s court 
he publifhed a proud challenge againft all comers, 
whether ‘Chriftians, ‘Turks, Canibals, Jews, or Sa- 
racena, in: defence of his miftrefs’s beauty ; this 
challenge’ was’ the better received there, as fhe 
whom he defended was born in that city: The 
duke of Florence however fent for him, and en- 
quired of his fortune, and the intent of his coming 
to his court ; ‘of which when the earl informed him, 
he ‘grantéd to all-'countries whatever, as well éne- 
mies and outlaws, as friends and allies, frée accefs 
intO his dominions unmolefted till the trial were 
ended. 
In 
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In the courfe of his combats for his miftrefs, his 
valour and skill in arms fo engaged the Duke to his 
intereit, that he offered him the higheft preferments 
if he would remain at his court. ‘'his propofal he 
rejected, as he intended to proceed thro’ all the 
chief cities in Italy ; but his defign was fruftrated by 
letters fent by King Henry VIII. which commanded 
his{peedy return into England. 

In the year 1544, upon the expedition to Bou- 
Jogne in France, he was made field marfhal of the 
Englih army, and after taking that town, bein 
then knight of the garter, he was in the beginning 
of September 1545 conftituted the King’s lieute- 
nant, and captain-general of all his army within the 
townand county of Boulogne +. During his command 
there in 1546, hearing that a convoy of provifions 
of the enemy was coming to the fort at Oultreaw, 
he refolved to intercept it ; but the Rhinegrave, with 
four thoufand Lanskinets, together with a confidera- 

. ble number of French under the de Bieg, making 
an obftinate defence, the Esgiith were routed, Sir 
Edward Poynings with divers other gentlemer kil- 
led, and the Earl himfelf obliged to fy, tho’ it ap- 
pears, by a letter to the King dated January 8, 1548, 
that this advantage coft the enemy a great number of 
men. But the King was fo highly difpleafed with 
this ill fuccefs, that from that time he contratted 2 
prejudice againft the Earl, and foon after removed 
him from his command, and appointed the Earl of 
Hertford to fucceed him. Upon which Sir William 
Page wrote to the Earl of Surry to advife him to 
procure fome eminent poft under the Earl of Hert. 
ford, that he might not be unprovided in the town 
and field. The Earl being defirous in the mean 
time to regain his former favour with the King, 
skirmifhed with the French and routed them, but 
foon after writing over to the King’s council that 
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as the enemy had caft much larger cannon than 
had been yet feen, with which they imagined they 
fhould foon demolifh Boulogne, it, deferved confi- 
deration whether the lower town fhould iftand, 
as not being defenfible ; the council ordered him to 
return to England in order to reprefent his fenti- 
ments more fuliy upon thofe points, and the Earl of 
Hertford was immediately fent over in his room. 
‘This exafperating the Earl of Surry, occafioned 
him to Jet fall fome expreflions which favoured 
of revenge and diflike to the King, and a hatred 
of his Councellors, and was probably one caufe of his 
ruin, which foon after enfued. The Duke-.of Nor- 
folk, who difcovered the growing power of the 
Seymours, and the influence they were likely to 
bear in the next reign, was for making an alli- 
ance with them; he therefore preffed his fon to 
marry the Earl of Hertford’s daughter, and the 
Dutchefs of Richmond, his own “daughter, to marry 
Sir Thomas Seymour ; but neither of thefe matehes 
were effeéted, and the,Seymours and Flowards then 
became openenemies. ‘The Seymours failed not 
to infpire the King with an averfion to the Norfolk- 
fimily, whofe power they dreaded, and reprefented 
the ambitious views of the Earl of Surry ; but to re- 
turn to him as a poet. 

That celebrated antiquary, John Leland, fpeaking 
of Sir Thomas Wyat the Elder, calls the Earl, * The - 
<-confcript enrolled heir of the {aid Sir Thomas, in 
‘ his learning and other excellent qualities.’ ‘The 
author of a treatife, entitled, ‘ The Art of Englifh 
« Poetry, alledges, that Sir Thomas Wyat the Elder, 
‘ and Henry Earl of Surry were the two chieftains, 
« who having travelled into Ita'y, and there tafted 
‘ the fweet and ftately meafures and flile of the 


‘ Italian’ poetry, greatly polifhed our rude and 
€ hcmely manner of vulgar poetry, from what it had 
* been before, and therefore may be juftly called, 


é The Reformers of our Englifh Poetry and Stile.’ 
: Our 
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Our noble author added to learning, wifdom, forti- 
tude, munificence, and affability. Yet all thefe ex- 
cellencies of chara@ter, could not prevent his falling 
a facrifice to the jealoufy of the Peers, or as fome 
fay to the refentment of the King for his at- 
tempting to wed the Princefs Mary; and by thefe 
means to raife himfelf to the Crown. Hiftory is 
filent as tothe reafons. why the gallantries he per- 
formed for Geraldine did not iffue ina marriage, 
Perhaps the reputation he acquired by arms, might 
have enflamed his foul with a love of glory ; and 
this conjecture feems the more probable, as we find 
his ambition prompting him to make love to the 
Princefs from no other views but thofe of dominion. 
He married Frances, daughter to John Earl of Ox- 
ford, after whofe death he addreffed Princefs M arys 
and his firft marriage, perhaps, might be owing to 
a defire of ftrengthening his intereft, and advancing 
his power in the realm. The adding fome part of 
the royal arms to his own, was alfo made a pretence 
againft him, but in this he was juftified by the he- 
ralds, as he praved that a power of doing fo was 
granted by fome preceeding Monarchs to his fore. 
fathers. Upon thé ftrength of thefe fufpicions and 
furmifes, he and his father were committed to the 
‘Tower of London, the one by water, the other by 
land, fo that they knew not of each other's appre- 
henfion. The fifteenth day of January next follow- 
ing he was arraigned at Guildhall, where he was 
found guilty by twelve common jurymen, and re- 
ceived judgment. About nine days before the death 
of the King he loft his head on Tower-Hill ; and 
had not that Monarch’s deceafe fo foon enfued, the 
fate of his father was likewife determinéd to have 

been the fame with his fons, Ke 
It is faid, when a courtier asked King Henry 
why he was fo zealous in taking of Surry; “« T 
** observed him, fays he, an enterprizing youth ; 
“* hisfpirit was too great to brook fubjection, and 
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«tho? I ‘can manage him, yet no fucceffor of 
‘. mine wall ever be able ‘to do fo ; for which 
‘< reafon Ihave difpatched him in my own time.” 

He was firft interred in the chapel of the 
Tower, and afterwards in the reign of King James, 
his remains were removed to Farmingam in Suffolk, 
by his fecond fon Henry Earl of Northampton, with 
this epitaph. 


le 


Henrico Howardo, Thome fecundi Ducis Nor. 
folciz filio primogenito. Thome tertit Patri, Co- 
miti Surriz, & Georgiani Ordinis Equiti Aurato, 
immature Anno Salutis 1546 abrepto. Et Francifce 
Uxoris ejus, filie Johannis Comitis Oxoniz. Hen- 
ricus HowardusComes Northamptonie filius fecundo 
genitus, hoc fupremum pietatis in parentes monu- 
mentum pofuit, A. D. 1614. 


Upon the acceflion of Queen Mary the attainder 
was taken of his father, which cireumftance has 
furnifhed fome people with an opportunity to fay, 
that the princefs was fond of, and would have mar- 
ried, the Earl of Surry. I fhall tranfcribe the aét of 
repeal as I find it in Collins’s Peerage of England, 
which has fomething fingular enough in it. 


« That there was no fpecial matter in the A& of 
« Attainder, but only general words of treafon and 
« confpiracy : and that out of their care for the pre- 
‘ fervation of the King and the Prince they pafied 
« it, and this A& of Repeal further fets forth, that 
‘the only thing of which he flood charged, was 
‘ for bearing of arms, which he and his anceftors 
‘ had born within and without the kingdom in the 
« King’s prefence, and fight of his: progenitors, as 
they might lawfully bear and give, as by good 
‘ and fubftantial matter'of record it didappear. It 
alfo added, that the King died after the date of 


the commiflion ; likewife that he, only empowered 
‘ them 


wa 


a“ 
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* them to give his confent; but’ did not give 
‘it himfelf; and-that it did not appear by any 
‘ record that they gave it. »-Moreover, that the 
* King did not fign the commiifion with his own 
hand, his ftamp being only fet to it, and that not 
to the upper part, but to the nether part of it, 
contrary to the King’s cultem.’ 

Befides the amorous and other poetical pieces of 
this noble author, he tranflated Virgil’s A2oeid, and 
rendered (fays Wood) the firft, fecond, and third book 
almoit word for word : All the Biographers of 
the poets have been lavifh, and very juftly, in his 
praiie ; he merits the higheft encomiums as the re- 
finer of our language. and challenges the gratitude 
and efteem of every man of literature, for the ge'w- 
rous affiftance he afforded it in its infancy, and his 
ready and liberal patronage to all men of merit in 
his time. 
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We diftinguifhed by the appellation of 


the Elder, as there was one of the fame 
name who raifed a rebellion in the time’ of Queen 
M::y. He was fon to Henry Wyat of Alingtoa- 
caftle in Kent. He -received the rudiments of his 
education at Cambridge, and was afterwards placed 
at Oxford to finifh it. He was in great efeem 
with King Henry VIII. on account of his wit and 
Love Elegies, pieces of poetry in which he re- 
markably fucceeded. The affair of Anne Bullen came 
on, whenhe made fome oppofition to the King’s paffion 
for her, that was likely to prove fatal to him ; but by 
Be Be his 
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o 5 s pradent behaviour, and retracting what he had 
ormerly advanced, he was reftored again to his roy- 
al patronage. He was cotémporary with the Earl 
crry, who held him in high efteem. ~He tra- 
iled into foreign parts, and as we have obferved 
in the Earl of Surry’s life, he added fomething to- 

refining the ‘Eng clifh file, and polifhing our 
numbers, tho’ he feems not to have done fo much 
in that way as his lordthip. Pitts and Bale have 
entirely neglected him, yer for his tranflation of 
David’s Pfalms into Englifh metre and other poe- 
tical works, Leland cruples not to compare him 
with Dante and Petrarch, by giving him this ample 
commendation. 


bo 


.ct Florence fair her Dantes juftly boaft, 
And royal R ome, her Petrarchs numbered fect, 
In Englifh Wyat both of them doth coatt : 


} 


In whom all graceful eloquence doth meet. 
Leland pros all his works under the title 
Neni e of his Biog taphers (Mrs. dl 
and Wintt hae) fay that he died of the plague 
as he was going on an-embafly to the Emperor 
Charles V. but Wood afferts, that he was only 
jent to Falmo by the Ki cing to meet the Spanifh 
ambaflador on ae road, and conduct him to the 
court, which it feems demanded very great expe- 
dition ; that by over- fatiguing himfelf, he was thrown 

into a fever, and in the thirty-eighth year of his 
age died in a little country- town in Eng- 
Jand, greatly lamented by all lovers of learning and 
politenefs. In his poetical capacity, he does not 
appear to have much imagination, neither are his 
verfes fo mufical and well polifhed as lord Surry’s. 
Thofe of gallantry in particular feem to be too 
artificial and laboured for a lover, without that 
artlefs fimplicity which is the genuine mark of feel- 
ing ; and too ftiff, and negligent of harmony for a 
poet. 
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His letters to Joha-Poynes and Sir Francis Bryan 
deferve more notice, they argue him a man of great 
fenfe and honour, a critical obferver of manners, 
and well-qualified for an elegant and genteel fati- 
rift. Thefe letters contain obfervations on the 
Courtier’s Life, and I fhall quote a few lines as a 
{pecimen, by which it will be feen how much he 
falls fhort of his noble cotemporary, lord Surry, and 
is above thofe writers that preceded him in verhf- 


cation. 
The CourTiers LIFE. 


In court to ferve decked with frefh araye, 

Of fugared meats feling the {weet repaft, 
The life in blankets, and fundry kinds of playe, 
Amidf the prefs the worldly looks to waite, 
Hath with it joyned oft fuch bitter taite, 

That whofo joys fuch kind of life to holde, 
In prifon jo;es, fetter’d with chains of golde, 
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r AS fon of Richard Sackville and Wini- 
frede, daughter of Sir John Bruges, Lord 

Mayor of London. * He was born at Buckhurft in 
the parifh of Withiam in Suflex, and from_his 
childhood was diftinguifhed for wit and manly be- 
haviour: He was firft of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
but taking no degree there, he went to Cambridge, 
and commenced matter of arts; he afterwards ftu- 
died the law in the Inner-Temple, and became a 


* Fuller’s Worthies, p. 10% 
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barrifter ; but his genius being too lively to be 
confined to a dull plodding ftudy,' he chofe rather 
to dedicate his hours to poetry and pleafure; he 
was the firft that wrote {cenes in verfe, the Tragedy 
of Ferrex and Perrex, fons to Gorboduc King of 
Britain, being performed in the prefence of Queen 
Filizabeth, long before Shakefpear appeared + on 
the ftage, by the Gentlemen of the Inner-'Temple, 
at Whitehall the 18th of January, 1561, which Sir 
Philip Sidney thus charaGterifes : ‘* It is full of flate- 
“« ly fpeeches, and well founding phrafes, climbing 
“* to the height of Seneca’s ftile, and as full of no- 
** table morality, which it doth moft delightfully 
teach,.and fo obtain the very end of poetry.” In 
the courfe of his ftudies, he was moft delighted 
with the hiftory of his own country, and being 
likewife well acquainted with antient hiftory, he 
formed a defign of writing the lives of feveral great 
perfonages in verfe, of which we have a f{pecimen 
in a book publifhed 1610, called the Mirror of Ma- 
giftrates, being a true Chronicle Hiftory of the 
untimely falls of fuch unfortunate princes and men 
of note, as have happened fince the firft entrance 
of Brute into this If{land until his owntime. It 
appears by a preface of Richard Nicolls, that the 
original plan of the Mirror.of Magiftrates was prin- 
cipally owing to him, a work of great labour, ufe 
and beauty. The induétion, from which I thal] 
quote a few lines, is indeed a mafter-piece, and if 
the whole could have been compleated in the fame 
manner, it would have been an honour to the na- 
tion to this day, nor could have funk under the 
ruins of time; but the courtier pat an end to the 
poet; and one cannot help wifhing for the fake of 
our national reputation, that his rife at court had 
been a little longer delayed: It may eafily be feen 
that allegory was brought to great perfection betcre 
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the appearance of Spencer, and if.Mr. Sackville 
did not furpafs him, it was becaufe he had the dut- 
advantage of writing firft. Agreeable to what 'Taflo 
exclaimed on feeing Guarini’s Paflor Fido: ‘If he 
had not feen my Aminta, he had not excelled it.’ 
Our author’s great abilities being diflinguifhed at 
coart, he was called to public affairs: In the th 
and sth years of Queen Mary we find him ‘n parlia- 
ment; inthe sthyearof Elizabeth, when his father was 
' chofen for Suffex, he was returned one of the Knights 
of Buckinghamfhire to the parliament then held. He 
afterwards travelled into foreign parts, and was de- 
tained for fome time prifoner at Rome. His return 
into England being procured, in order tu take pol- 
feflion of the vaft, inheritance his father lefe him, 
he was knighted by the duke ,of Norfolk in her 
Majeity’s prefence { 1567, and at the faine day ad- 
vanced to the degree and dignity of a baron of this 
realm, by the title of lord Buckhurit:, He was of 
fo profufe a,temper, that though he then enjoyed a 
great eftate, yet by his magnificent way of living 
he fpent more than the income of it, and * a ftory 
is told of him, ¢ That cilling on an alderman of 
‘ London, who had got very confiderably by the 
‘ loan of his money to him, he was obliged to wait 
* his coming down fo long, ‘as made fuch an im- 
“ preflion on his generous. humour, that thereupon 
‘ he turned a thrifiy improver of his eftate.’ But o- 
thers make him-the convert of Queen Elizabeth, 
(to whom he was allied, his grandfather having mar- 
tied a Jady related to Ann Bullen) who by her 
frequent admonitions diverted the tosrent of his 
’ profufion, and then received him into her particular 
favour. Camden fays, thatin the a4th of that 
Princefs, he was fent ambafiador to Charles IX King 
of France, to congratulate his marriage with the 
Emperor Maximilian’s daughter, and on other im- 


J Collins’s peerage, 579.  * Ib. 519. 
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portant affairs where he was honourably received, 
according to his Queen’s merit and his own; and 
having in company Guido Cavalcanti, a Gentle- 
man of Florence, a perfon of great experience, 
and the Queen-mother being a Florentine, a treaty 
of marriage was publickly tranfaéted between Queen 
Elizabeth and her fon the duke of Anjou. In the 
15th of her Majefty he was one of the peers * 
that fat on the trial of Thomas Howard duke of 
Norfolk, + and on the 2oth-of Elizabeth, was no- 
minated one of the commiffioners for the trial of 
Mary Queen of Scots, and at that time was of 
the privy council, but his lordfhip is not mention- 
ed amongft the peers who met at Fotheringay Caftle 
and condemned the Queen; yet when the parlia- 
ment had confirmed the fentence, he was made 
choice of to convey the news to her Majefty, and 
fee their determination put in. execution againft 
that beauteous Princefs ; poflibly becaufe he was a 
man of fine accomplifhments, and tendernefs of 
difpofit'on, and could manage fo delicate a point 
with more addrefs than any other courtier. In 
the fucceeding year he was fent ambaflador to the 
States of the United Provinces, upon their diflike 
of the earl of Leicefter’s proceedings in a great ma- 
ny refpeéts, there to examine the bufinefs, and 
compote the difference: He faithfully difcharged 
this invidious office, but thereby incurred the earl 
of Leicefter’s difpleafure ; who prevailed with the 
Queen, as he was her favourite, to call the lord 
Buckhurft home, and confine him to his houfe for 
nine-months ; but furviving that earl, the Queen's 
favour returned, and he was eleéted the April fol- 
lowing, without his knowledge, one of the Knights 
of the moft noble Order of the Garter. He was 


* Rapin’s Hiftory of England, p. 437. 

+ This nobleman fuffered death for a plot to recover the liber- 
ty of the Queen of: Scots. 
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ene of the peers that fat on the trial of Philip 
Howard, earl of Arundel. In the ath year of the 
Queen’s reign he was joined with the Lord ‘Trea- 
furer Burleigh, in promoting a peace with Spain ; 
in which truft he was fo fuccefsful, that the High 
Admiral of Holland was fent over by the States 
of the United Provinces, to renew their treaty 
with the crown of England, being afraid of its 
union with Spain. Lord Buckhurit had the fole 
management of that negotiation (as Burleigh then 
lay fick). and concluded a treaty with him, by 
which his miftrefs was eafed of no lefs than 


to conftitute him inthe 41/t year of her reign, Lord 
High Treafurer of England : Inthe fucceeding year 
1599, he was in commiffion with Sir Thomas Eger- 
ton, Lord Chancellor, and the earl of Effex, Earl- 
Marfhal, for negotiating affairs with the Senate of 
Denmark, as alfo ina f{pecial commifiion for fup- 
prefling fchifm, and afterwards when libe!s were 
difperfed by the earl of Effex and his faction a- 
gainft the Queen, intimating that her Majeity took 
little care of the government, and altogether ne- 
glected the ftate of Ireland, * his lordthip engaged 
in a vindication of her Majefty, and made anfwers 
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to thefe libels, reprefenting how brave and well re- 
gulated an army had been fent into Ireland, com- 
pleatly farnifhed with all manner of provifions, and 
likewife that her Majefty had expended on that 
var in fix months time, the fum of 600,000 I. 
which lord Effex muft own to be true. He fu- 
{pected that earl’s mutinous defigns, by a greater 
concourfe of people reforting to his houfe than 
ordinary, and fent his fon to pay him a vifit, * 
and to defire him to be careful of the company he 
kept. Effex being fenfible that his fcheme was al- 
ready difcovered by the penetrating eye of lord 
Buckhurft, he and,his friends entered upon new 
meafures, and breaking out into an open rebellion, 
were obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners. 
When that unfortunate favourite, together with the 
ear] of Southampton, was brought to trial, lord 
Buckhurft was conftituted on that occafion Lord 
High Steward of England, and pafling fentence on 
the earl of Effex, his Lordfhip in a very eloquent 
fpeech defired him to implore the Queen’s mercy. 
After this, it being thought neceflary for the fafety 
of the nation, that fome of the leading confpirators 
fhould fuffer death, his Lordfhip advifed her Majefty 
to pardon the reft. Upon this he hada fpecial com- 
miffion granted him, together with fecretary Cecil, 
and the earl of Nottingham, Lord High Admiral, to 
call before them all fuch as were concerned in 
the confpiracy with the earls of Effex and South- 
ampton; and to treat and compound with fuch of- 
fenders for the redemption and compofition of. 
their lands. ‘After the death of Queen Elizabeth, 
his lordfhip was concerned in taking the neceflary 
meafures for the fecurity of the kingdom, the ad- 
miniftration being devolved on him ard other coun- 
fellors, who unanimoufly proclaimed King James, 


# Rapin’s Hiftory of England, vol. ii. ps 630. 
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and figned a letter March 28, 1603 to the lord 
Eure, and the reft of the commiflioners, for the 
treaty of Breme, notifying her majefty’s deceafe, 
and the recognition and proclamation of King 
James of Scotland : who had fuch a fenfe of lord 
Buckhurft’s fervices, and fuperior abilities, that be- 
fore his arrival in England, he ordered the renewal 
of his patent, as Lord High Treafurer for life. On 
the 13th of March next enfuing, he was created earl 
of Dorfet, and conftituted one of the commiffioners for 
executing the office of Earl-Marfhal of England, and 
for reforming fundry abufes in the College of Arms, 
In the year 1608, this great man died fudden- 
ly at the Council-Table, Whitehall, after a 
buftling life devoted to the public weal; and 
the 26th of May following, ‘his remains were de- 
~pofited with great folemnity in Weftminfter Ab- 
bey, his funeral fermon being preached by Dr. 
Abbot, his chaplain, afterwards Archbifhop of 
Canterbury. Befides this celebrated fermon of the 
primate’s, in which he is very lavifh in his praife, 
Lord Chancellor Bacon, and Sir Robert. Naunton, 
beftow particular encomiums upon him ; and Sir 
Richard Baker obferves, ** That he had excellent 
‘* parts, andin his place was exceeding induftrious, 
‘‘and that he had heard many exchequer men 
‘‘ fay, there never was a better Treafurer, both 
“* for the King’s profit, and the good of the fub- 
i Fas 
By his dying fuddenly at the Council-Table, his 
death was interpreted by fome people in a myfte- 
rious manner; * but his head being opened, there 
were found in it certain little bags of water, which, 
whether by ftraining in his ftudy the night before, 
in which he fat up till 11 o'clock, or otherwife by 
their own maturity, fuddenly breaking, and falling 
upon his brain, produced his death, to the univer- 
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fal grief of the nation, for which he had fpent 
his ftrength, and for whofe intereft, in a very im- 
mediate manner, he may be juftly faid to have 
fallen a facrifice. Of all our court poets he feems 
to have united the greateft induftry and variety of 
genius: It is feldom found, that the fons of Par- 
naflus can devote themfelves to public bufinefs, 
or execute it with fuccefs. I have already ob- 
ferved, that the world has loft many excellent works, 
which no doubt this cultivated genius would have 
accomplifhed, had he been lefs involved in 
court-affairs: but as he aéted in fo public a 
fphere, and difcharged every office with inviolable 
honour, and confummate prudence, it is perhaps 
fomewhat felfifh in the lovers of poetry, to wifh 
he had wrote more, and aed lefs. From him is 
defcended the prefent noble family of the Dorfets ; 
and it is remarkable, that all the defcendants of 
this great man have inherited his tafte for liberal 
arts and fciences, as well as his capacity. for public 
bufinefs. An heir of his was the friend and pa- 
tron of Dryden, and is ftiled by Congreve the 
monarch of wit in his time, and the prefent age is 
happy in his illuftrious pofterity, rivalling for deeds 
of honour and renown the moft famous of their 
anceftors. 


InpuctTion to the Mrrror of MaciIsTRATES. 


The wrathful winter haft’ning on apace, 

With bluftring blafts had all ybard the treene, 
And old Saturnus with his frofty face 

With chilling cold had pearft the tender greene : 

The mantles rent, wherein enwrapped been, 
The gladfome groves, that now lay overthrown, 
The tapets torn, and every tree down blown. 


The foil that erft fo feemly was to feen, 
Was all defpoiled of her beauteous hew, - 
nd 
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And foote frefh flowers (wherewith the fummers 
queen, 
Had clad the earth, new Boreas blafts down blew 
And fmall fowls flocking in their fongs did rew 
The winter’s wrath, wherewith each thing 
defatte, 
In woeful wife bewailed the fummer patt. 
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. NE of the affiftants in the Mirror of Magiftrates. 

He was born in the town of Shrewsbury * 
as himfelf affirms in his book made in verfe of the 
Worthinefs of Wales. He was equally addiéted to 
arts and arms ; he had a liberal education, and in- 
herited fome fortune,real and perfonal; but he foon 
exhaufted it, in a tedious and unfruitfulattendance at 
court, for he gained no other equivalent for that 
mortifymg dependance, but. the honour of being 
retained a domeftic in the family of lord Surry : 
during which time by his lordfhip’s encouragement 
he commenced poet. Upon his mafter’s death he 
betook himfelf to arms; was in many engagements, 
and was frequently wounded ; he was twice a prifo- 
ner, and redeemed by the charity of two noble 
ladies, yet ftill languifhing in diftrefs, and bitterly 
complaining of fortune.Neither of his employments 
afforded him a patron, who would do juftice to his ob- 
{cure merit; and unluckily he was as unhappy in his 
amours as in his circumftances, fome of his mif- 
trefles treating his addrefles with contempt, perhaps, 


# Winft. 61. 


=e : = == = =I 
= = —— : eget 

aes ae arc = : : = = eee — 7 
Wie EFF <—e ¥ se SOWIE eS TE = 2 eet ir se oy 
Bele tas oa te he ee re ee Pee eee er ey EE TT re BR a ee Ot PE PE Bees ee ee base? 


on 


eae 


bee 


1 


= srthetpenansaatys 


64 The L.are of 

on account of his poverty; for tho’ it generally hap- 
pens that Poets have the greateft power in courtfhip, 
as they can celebrate their miftreffes with more ele- 
gance than people of any other profeffion; yet it very 
feldom falls out that they marry fuccefsfully, as their 
needy circumftances naturally deter them from ma- 
king advances to Ladies of fuch fafhion as their ge- 
nius and manners give them a right to addrefs. 
This proved our author’s cafe exactly ; he made 
love to a widow named Browning, who poflefied a 
very good jointure; but this lady being more in love 
with ‘money than laurels, with wealth than merit, 
rejected his {uit ; which not a little difcouraged him, 
as he had fpent h's money in hopes of effecting this 
match, which, to his great mortification, all his 
rhimes and fonnets could not do. He dedicated his 
works to Sir Chriftopher Hatton; but addreffes of 
that nature don’t always imply a provifion for their 
author. It is conjeétured that he died about the 
eleventh year of (Queen Elizabeth, and according 
to Mr. Wood was buried near Skelton in the Chan. 
cel of St. Margaret’s, Weftminfter. By his writ- 
ings, he appears a man of fenfe, and fometimes a 
poet, tho’ he does not feem to poflefs any degree of 
invention. His language is generally pure, and his 
numbers not wholly inharmonions, ‘The Legend 
of Jane Shore is the mof finithed of all his works, 
from which I have taken a quotation. His death, 
according to the moft probable conjeéture, happen- 
ed in 1570. Thus like a ftone (fays Winftanley) did 
he trundle about, but never gathered any mofs, 
dying but poor, as may be feen by his epitaph ia 
Mr. Camden’s Remains, which runs thus: 


Come Ale&o, lend me thy torch 

To find a Church-yard in a Church-porch ; 
Poverty and poetry his tomb doth enclofe, 
Wherefore good neighbours, be merry in profe. 


His 
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His works according to Winftanley are as fol- 
lew : 


The Siege of Leith. 

A Farewell to the world. 

A feigned Fancy of the Spider and the Gaul. 

A doleful Difcourfe of a Lady anda Knight, 
The Road into Scotland, by Sir William Drury. 
Sir Simon Burley’s ‘Tragedy. 


A lamentable Defcription of the Wars in Flan- 
ders in profe, and dedicated to Walfingham fecre- 
tary of ftate. 

A light Bundle oflively Difcourfes, called Church- 


yard’s Charge 1580, dedicated to his noble patron ~ 


the Earl of Surry. 

A Spark of Friendfhip, a treatife on that writer, 
addrefs’d to Sir Walter Raleigh. 

A Defcription and Difcourfe on the ufe of paper, 
in which he praifes a paper-mill built near Darth- 
fend, by a German called Spillman. 

The Honour of the Law 1596. 

Jane Shore, miftrefs to King Edward IV. 

A Tragical Difcourfe of the unhappy Man’s 
Life. 

A Difcourfe of Virtue. 

Churchyard’s Dream. ~ 

A Tale of a Fryar and a Shoemaker’s Wife, 

The Siege of Edinburgh Caftle. 

Queen Elizabeth’s reception into Briftol. 


Thefe twelve feveral pieces he bound together, 
calling them Churchyard’s Chips, which he de- 
dicated to Sir Chriftopher Hatton. He wrote -be- 
fide, . 


The Tragedy of Thomas Moubray Duke of 
Norfolk. 
JANE 
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JANE SHORE. 


Among the reft by fortune overthrowne, 

I am not leaft, that moft may waile her fate: 

My fame and brute, abroad the world is 

blowne, 

Who can forget a thing thus done fo late ? 

My great miichance, my fall, and heavy ftate, 
Is fuch a marke whereat each tongue doth fhoot 
That my good name, is pluckt up by the root. 


PAHO OHO) 


Joun Hzywoop, 


NE of the firft who wrote Englith plays, was 

a noted jefter, of {ome reputation in poetry in 
his time. Wood fays, that notwithftanding he was 
ftiled Civis Londinenfis, yet he laid a foundation of 
learning at Oxford, but the feverity of an academi- 
cal life not fuiting with his airy genius, he retired 
to his native place, and had the honour to have a 
great intimacy with Sir Thomas More. It is faid, 
that he had admirable skill both in inftrumental and 
vocal mufic, but it is not certain whether he left 
any compofitions of that fort behind him. He 
found means to become a favourite with King Henry 
VIII. on account of the quicknefs of his conceits, 
and was well’ rewarded by that Monarch: * 
After the acceffion of Queen Mary to the throne, he 
was equally valued by her, and was admitted into 
the moft intimate converfation with her, in diverting 
her by his merry ftories, which he did, even when 


* Wood Athen, Oxon, 
fhe 
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fhe lay languifhing on her death-bed. After the 
deceafe of that princefs, he being a bigotted Roman 
Catholic, and finding the proteftant intereft was 
like to prevail under the patronage of the renowned 
Queen Elizabeth, he facrificed the enjoyment of 
living in his own.country, to that of his religion : 
For he entered into a voluntary exile, and fettled at 
Mechlin in Brabant. 


The Play called the Four P’s being a new and 
and merry interlude of a Palmer, Pardoner, Poticary, 
and Pedler——printed in an old Englifh character 
in quarto, has in the title page the pictures of four 
men in old-fafhioned habits, wrought off, from a 
wooden cut. He has likewife writ the following 
interludes. - 


Between John the Husband and Tib the Wife. 

Between the Pardoner and the Fryer, the Curate 
and neighbouring Pratt. 

Play of Gentlenefs and Nobility, in two parts. 

‘The Pindar of Wakefield, a comedy. 

Philotas Scotch, a comedy. 


This author alfo wrote a dialogue, containing the 
number in effeét of all the proverbs in the Englifh 
tongue, compaét in a matter concerning two man- 
ner of marriages. London 1547, and 1598, in two 
parts in quarto, all writ in old Englith verfe, and 
printed in an Englith character. 


Three hundred epigrams upon three hundred pro- 
verbs, \in old Englifh character. 

A fourth hundred of epigrams, printed in quar- 
to, London 1508. 

A fifth hundred of epigrams, printed in quarto, 
London 1508. . 
' The Spider and Fly. A Parable of the Spider 
and Fly, London 1556, in a pretty thick quarto, all 

in 
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in old Englith verfe, Before the title is the piture 
of John Heywood at full length, printed from a 
wooden cut, with a fur gown on, almott reprefenting 
the fafhion of that, belonging to a matter of 
arts, but the bottom of the fleeves reach no lower 
than his knees; on his head is a round cap, his 
chin and lips are clofe fhaved, and hath a dag- 
ger hanging to his girdle. § 

Dr, Fuller mentions a book writ by our author, | 
entitled Monumenta Literaria, which are faid to 
Non tam labore, condita, quam Lepore condita : 
The author of Englifh poetry, {peaking of feveral 
of our old Englifh bards, fays thus of oui poet. 
“* John Heywood for the mirth and quicknefs of 
conceit, more than any good learning that was 
in him, came to be well rewarded by the king. 


«6 


a6 


That the reader may judge of his epigrams, to 
which certainly the writer juft mentioned alludes, 
I fhall prefent him with one writ by him on him- 


felf. 


Art thon Heywood, with thy mad merry wit ? 

Yea for footh mafter, that name is even hit. 

Art thou Heywood, that apply’ft mirth more than 
thrift ? 

Yes fir, [ take merry mirth, a golden gift. 

Art thou Heywood, that haft made many mad 
plays? 

Yea many plays, few good works in my days. 

Art thou Heywood, that hath made men merry 
long? 

Yea, and will, if I be made merry among. 

Art thou Heywood, that would’ft be made merry 
now f 


Yes, Sir, help me to it now,. I befeech you. 


§ Woed ubi fupra. |} Worthies of London, p. 221. 
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He died at Mechlin, in the year 1565, and 
was buried there, leaving behind him {feveral 
children, to whom he had given liberal education, 
one of whom is Jafper, who afterwards made a 
confiderable figure, and became a noted Jefuit. 


BOE BBS: QE 
GrEoRGE FERRARS, 


Efcended of an ancient family feated in Hert- 
fordfhire, was born there in a village not far 

from St. Alban’s about the year 1510 +. He was 
a lawyer, a hiftorian, and a poet; he received his 
education at the univerfity of Oxford, but of what 
college he was Wood himfelf has not been able to 
difcover ; he removed from thence to Lincolns’-Inn, 
where, by a diligent application to the law, he made 
confiderable progrefs in his profeffion, and by the 
patronage of that great minilter Cromwell Earl of 
Effex, who was himfelf a man of aftonifhing abili- 
ties, he foon made a figure at the bar. He was the 
menial fervant of King Henry VIII. { and dif- 
. charged his truit both in time of .war and peace 
with great honour and gallantry, and fhared that 
monarch’s favour in a very confiderable degree, 
who made him a grant in his own country, as an 
evidence of his affection for him. This grant of 
the King’s happened in the year 1535 ; and yet in 
feven years afterwards, either thro’ want of ceco- 
nomy, or by a boundlefs confidence in his friends, 
he reduced his affairs to a very indifferent fituation, 


+ From manufcript note on the art of poetry. ff Biog. Brit: 
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which, perhaps, might be the reafon, why he pro- 
cured himfelf to be chofen Member for the Borough 
of Plymouth in the county of Devon, + in the Par- 
lhament fummoned the thirty-thirdyear of that King’s 
reign. During the Seffions he had the misfortune 
to be arrefted by an officer belonging to the Sheriffs 
of London, and carried to the counter, then in 
Bread-ftreet. No fooner had the Houfe of Commons 
got notice of this infult offered to one of their Mem- 
bers, than they immediately enaGed a fettled rule, 
which from that accident took place, with refpe& to 
privilege, and ever fince that time, the Members of 
tne Houfehave beenexempt fromarreftsfordebt. His 
Majefty likewife refented the affront offered to his 
fervant, and with the concurrence of the Parliament 
proceeded very feverely againft the Sheriffs. 
Hollinfhed in his chronicle, vol 2. P: 955, gives 
a very full account of it. Sir Thomas Moils, knight, 
then Speaker of the Houfe, gave a fpecial order to 
the Serjeant of the Parliament to repairto the Comp- 
ter, and there demand the delivery of the prifoner. 
But notwithfanding this high authority, the officers 
in the city refufed to obey the command, and after 
many altercations, they abfolutely refifted the Ser- 
jeant, upon which a fray enfued within the Comp- 
ter-gates, between Ferrars and the officers, not with- 
out mutual hurt, fo that the Serjeant was driven to 
defend himfelf with his mace of arms, and had the 
crown of it broken with warding off a ftroke ; the 
Sheriifs of London fo far from appeaiing, fomented 
the quarrel, and with infolent language refufed to 
deliver their prifoner : Upon which the Serjeant, 
thus abufed, returned to the Houfe and related what 
had happened. This circumftance fo exafperated 
the Burgeffes, that they all rofe and went into the 
Upper Houfe, and declared they would tranfaé no 


t Willis notitia Parliam, vol 2, p. 295. 
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amore bufinefs till their Member was reftored to them. 
They then commanded their Serjeant again to go to 
the Compter with his mace, and make a fecond de- 
mand by their auihority. The Sheriffs hearing 
that. the Upper Houfe had concerned themfelves 
in it, and being afraid of their refentment, refto- 
red the prifoner before the Serjeant had time to 
return to the Compter ; but this did not fatisfy 
the Burgefles, they fummoned the Sheriffs before 
them, together with one White, who in contempt 
of their dignity had taken out a writ againft Fer- 
rars, and as a punifhment for their infolence, they 
were fent to the Tower ; and ever fince that 
‘period, the power and privilege of the Commons 
have been on the increafe. 

Ferrars continued in high favour with Henry 
during the remainder of his reign, and feems to 
have itood upon good terms with Somerfet Lord 
Protector in the beginning of Edward VI. fince it 
appears that he attended the Protector in quality 
of one of the Commiffioners of the Army, in his 
expedition into Scotland in 1548, * which, perhaps, 
might be owing to his being about the perfon of 
Prince Edward in his father’s life-time. Another in- 
ftance of this happened about four years afterwards, 
at a very critical juncture, for when the unfortunate 
Duke of Somerfet. lay under fentence of death, and 
it was obferved that the people murmured and often 
gave teftimonies of difcontent, and that the King 
himfelf was very uneafy, thofe about him ftudied 
every method to quiet and amufe the one, to en- 
tertain and divert the other ||. In order to this, at 
the entrance of Chriltmas holidays, Mr. Ferrars was 
proclaimed Lord Mifrule, that is a kind of Prince 
of {ports and paftimes, which office he difcharged 


* Patten’s Journal of the Scotch expedition. p. 13. 
| Stow’s Annal.-p, 698. 
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for twelve days together at Greenwich with great 
magnificence and addrefs, and entirely to the King’s 
{atisfaction. 

In this charaéter, attended by the politeft part of 
the Court, he made an excurfion to London, where 
he was f{plendidly entertained by the Lord Mayor, 
and when he took his leave he had prefents given 
him him in token of refpe&. But notwithftanding 
he made {fo great figure in the diverfions at court, 
yet he was no idle fpeétator of political affairs, 
and maintained his reputation with the learned 
world. He wrote the reign of Queen Mary, 
Which tho’ publifhed in the’ name of Richard 
Grafton, in his chronicles 3 yet was certainly the 
performance of Ferrars, according to the annals 
of Stow, p. 632, whofe authority in this. cafe is 
very high. Our author. was an hiftorian, a law- 
yer, and a politician even in his poetry, as ap- 
pears from thefe pieces of his which are inferted in 
the Mirror of Magiftrates, and which are not infe- 
fior to any others that have found a place there +, 
In the early part of his life he wrote jome tracts on 
his own profedlion, which gained h'm great reputa- 
tion, and which difcover that' he was a lover of 
liberty, and not difpofed to facrifice to the crown 
the rights and properties of the fubje&t. It fel- 
dom happens that when a. man often changes his 
fituation, or is forced to do fo, that he continues 
to preferve the good opinion of different parties, 
but this was.a happinefs which Ferrars enjoyed. 
He was confulted by the learned as a candid 
critic, admired and loved by all who converfed 
with him. 

With refpec&t to the time of our 


author's 
death, we cannot be abfolutely certain ; all we 
know is, that he died in the year 1579, at 


his houfe in Flamitead in Hertfordfhire, and was 
buried in the parifh church ; for as Wood informs 


Tt Lond. 40. 
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us, on the eighteenth of May the fame year a com- 
miffion was granted from the prerogative, to admi- 
nifter the goods, debts, chattles, &c. of George 
Ferrars lately deceafed.*. None of our authors 
deliver any thing as to Mr. Ferrars’s religion, but 
it-is highly’ probable that he was a zealous 
Proteftant : not from his accepting grants of Ab- 
bey-iands, ‘for that is but a precarious proof, 
but from his coming into the world under the protec- 
tion of Thomas Lord Cromwell, who was certainly 
perfuaded of the truth of the proteflant religion. 

Having this occafion to mention Thomas Lord 
Cromwell, the famous Earl of Effex, who was our 
author’s warmeft patron, | am perfuaded my readers 
will forgive me a digreffion which will open to them 
the nobleft inftance of gratitude and honour in tha 
worthy nobleman, that ever adorned ‘the page of an 
hiftorian, and which has been told with rapture by all 
who have writ of the times, particularly by Dr. Burnet 
in his hiftory of the Reformation, and Fox in his 
Martyrology.——-Thomas Lord Cromwell was the 
fon of a Blackfmith at Putney, and was a foldier 
under the duke of Bourbon at the facking of Rome 
in the year 1527. While he was abroad in a mili- 
tary character, ina very low ftation, he fell fick, and 
was unable to follow the army; he was. obferved 
one day by an Italian merchant to walk very pen- 
five, and had all the appearance of penury and 
wretchednefs : ‘The merchant enquired of him the 
place of his birth, and fortune, and upon converfing 
with Cromwell, was fo well pleafed with the ac- 
count he gave of himfelf, that he fupplied him with 
money and credit to carry him to England. Crom- 
well afterwards made the moft rapid progrefs in 
ftate-preferments ever known. Honours were 
multiplied thick upon him, and he came to have 
the difpenfing of his fovereign’s bounty. It hap- 
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pened, that this Italian merchant’s circumftances de- 
cayed, and h me to En igland to follicit the pay- 
ment of fome due to him by his correfpondents ; 
who finding nen cecatleoisl were difpofed to put 
him off, and take the advantage of his want, to a- 
void payment. This not a little embarraffed the 
foreigner, who vas now in a fituation forlorn 
eno ugh, As providence would have it, lord Crom- 
well, then Earl cf Effex, r ding to court, faw this 
eas walking with a dejeGed countenance, 
hich put him in mind of his former’ fituation. 
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He immniediate y ordered one of his atte? ndants to 
defire the merchant to come to his houfe. His 


lorcfhip asked the merchant whether he knew him ? 


he aniwered no: Cromwell then related the 
circumftance of the merchant’s relieving a certain 
ee Sarai rth and asked if he remembered it? 
[he merchant anfwered, that he had always 
fit his bufinefs to do goed, but did not re- 


member that circumftance.—His lordfhip then en- 


quired the reafon of his coming to England, and 
pon the merchant’s telling him his ftory, he {fo 
interefled himfelf, as foon to procure the payment 
of all his debts. —Cromwe}l thea informed 
the merchant, that he was himfelf the perfon he 
had thus relieved; and. for every Ducat which 
the merch: ant ie given him, he returned to the 
value of a ndred, telling hnn, that this was 
ile payment “of his debt. He then made hm a 
munificent prefent, and asked him whether he 
chofe to fett'e in Engtan d, or return to his own 
country.. The foreigner chofe the latter, and re- 


turned to {pend the remainder of his days in com- 


netence and quiet, alter having experienced in 
-: 

lord Etlex hi gh an inftance of generofity and 
goad as -_ perhaps ever was. known.” This 


. bie 2& of his lordthip, employed, fays Burnet, 
he pens: of the beft writers at that time in pane- 
xytics on fo great a benaviour ; the fineft po- 
fed him; his moft violent enemies canld 
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not 
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fot help admiring him, and lateft pofterity fhall 
hold the name of him in veneration, who was 
capable of fo generous an act of honour. Bat 
to return-to Ferrars. 

In our author’s hiftory of the reign of Queen Ma- 
ry, tho’ he fhews himfelf a great admirer of the per- 
fonal virtues of that Princeis, and a very difcerning 
and able hiftorian, yet it is every where evident 
that he was attached to the proteftant intereft ; 
but more efpecially in the learned account he gives 
of Archbifhop Cranmer’s death, and Sir Thomas 
Wyat’s infurrection {. The works of this author 
which are printed in the Mirror of Magiftrates, are 
as follow ; 


The Fall of Robert Trefilian, Chief Juftice of 
England, for mifconftruing the laws, and expound- 
ing them to ferve the prince’s affeCtions. 

The Tragedy, or unlawful murther of Thomas 
of Woodfecck, Duke of Gloucefter. 

The Tragedy of Richard If. 

The Story of Dame Eleanor Cobham, Duchefs’ 
of Gloucefter. 

The: Story. of Humphry Plantagenet, Duke of 
Gloucefter, Protector of England. 

The Tragedy of Edmund Duke of Somerfet. 


Among thefe the Complaints of Eleanor Cob- 
ham, Duchefs of Gloucefter, who was banifled 
for confulting Conjurers and Fortune-tellers a- 
bout the Life of King Henry VI. and whofe ex- 
ile quickly made way for the murder of her husband, 
has of all his compofitions been moft admired ; and 
from this I fhall quote a few lines which that Lady 
fpeaks. 


The Ifle of Man was the appointed place, 
To penance me for ever in exile ; 


t Grafton’s Chron. p. 1370, 135%. 
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! hither in hafte, they pofted me apace, 

And doubting ’fcape, they pined me ina pyle, 
Clofe by mj yielf ; in care fe the while. 

Phere felt I firit poor prifoner’s hungry fare, 
Much want, things fkant, and ftone walls, hard 


And } > 
ana Dare. 


The chaunge was ftraunge from filke and cloth of 
gold 1 
To ru gged {ryze, my carcafs for to cloath ; 
From prince’s fare, and dainties hot and cold, 
‘To rotten fith, and meats that one would loa th: 
The diet and drefling were much alike boath : 
Bedding and lodging were all alike fine, 
Such down it was as ferved well for fwyne. 


sdb oodboowooed 


Sr PuiLtip SIDNEY. 


"T ‘HIS great ornament to human nature, to li- 


sebeuacaiay and to Britain, was the fon of Sir 
ey, knight of the Garter, and three times 


Lord Deputy of Ireland, and of lady Mary Dudley, 
laughter to the duke of Northumberland, and 


nep shew to that great favourite, Robert, éatl of 


Lidicefter: 


Oxford had the honour of his education, under 


the tuition. of Dr. Thomas Thornton, canon of 
Chrift Church. At the univerfity he remaitied till 
he was 17 years of age, and in June 1572 fet out 
en his travels. On the z4th of -Anguft following, 
when the maffacre fell out at Paris, he was then 
there, * and with other Enolifhmen took fhelter 
in Sir Francis“ Walfingham’s houfe, her Majefty’s 


—* Athen. Oxon, folio. p. 226. 
ambafla- 
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ambafiador at that court: When this ftorm fab- 
fided, he departed from Paris, went through Lor- 
rain, and by Strafburgh and Heydelburgh, to 
Francfort, in September or Odober following ; 

_ where he fettled for fome time, and was enter- 
tained, agent for the duke of Saxony. At his re- 
turn, her Majefty was one of the firft who di- 
ftinguithed his great. abilities, and, as proud of fo 
rich a treafure, fhe fent pe aealoaliatin to Ro- 
dolph the emperor, to condole him on the death 
of Maximilian, and alfo to other princes of Ger- 
many. ‘The next year, 1577, he went to the 
court of that gallant prince Don John de Auftria, 
Viceroy in the low countries for the king of 
Spain. Don John was the proudeft man in his tme 
haughty and i imperious in his behaviour, and alway 
ufed the efueicn ambafladors, who came to his cou Hf 
with: unfufferable infolence and fuperiority : At firit 
he paid bat little refpect to Sidney on account of his 
youth, and feeming inexperience ; ; but having had 
occafion to hear him talk, and give fome account of 
the manners ofevery court where he had been, he was 
2 ftrucs with his yiyacity, the propriety of his ob- 

fervations, and the luftre of his parss, that he ever 
afterwards ufed him with familiarity, and paid him 
more refpett in his private c character, than he did to 
any ambafiador from whatever court. “Some years af- 
ter this, Wood obierves, that in a book ca led 
Gabains he fet forth his reafons why the mar- 
riage of the queen with the duke of sia. was 
difadvantageous to the nation. . ‘This addrefs was 
written at the defire of the earl ‘af Leicefter, his 
uncle ; upon which, a quarrel happened between 
hia and the earl of Oxford, which perhaps oc- 

cafioned his retirement from court for two years 
when he wrote that renowned romance called Ar- 
cadia. We find him again in high favour, when 
the treaty of marriage was renewed; he-was en- 
‘ E 3 gaged 
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1 Sir Fuik Greville in tilting, for the 
‘iverfion of the court; and at the departure of the 
10u f ngland, he attended him to 
On the Sth of January, 1582, he received -the 
.onour of knignthood from the queen; and in 
the beginning of the year 158s, he defigned an 
expediti.n with Sir Francis Drake into America ; 
t being hindered by the Queen, who thought 
ihe court would be deficient without him, he was 
ade Governor of Flufhing, (about that time de- 
livered to the-Queen for one of the cautionary 
towns) and General of the Horfe. In both thefe 
places of important iN his behaviour in point 
of prudence and valour was isreproachable, and 
gained additional sou our to his country, efpeci- 
ally when in July 1585 he furprized Axil, and 
preferved the lives: and reputation of the Englifh 
army, at the enterprife of Gravelin. About that 
time he was in eledian for the crown of Poland, 
tut the queen refufed to promote this his glorious 
advancement, not fara n jea aloufy, but from the ¥y 
ofl lofiing the rie beaks: times. Heunited the flate 
, the fcholar and the ts Idier; and as by the one, 
hel pur ‘chafed fatht tau honour in his life, fo by 
ihe other, he has acquired imraortality after death, 
In the year 1586, when that unfortunate fland 
was made againft the Spaniards before Zutphe ny 
the 22d of September, when he was getting upon 
the third horfe, having had two flain under him 


1c 


before, he was wounded with a inufket-fhot out 
of the trenches, which broke the bone of his 
tl igh. The horfe he rode upon was rather furi- 


1 
oully choleric, than bravely proud, fo forced him 
to forfake the field, but not his back, as the no- 
bleft and fitteft bier (fays lord Brook) to carry a 
martial commander to his grave. In this progrefs, 


+ Wood, p. 227. 
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pafing along by the ref of the army where h$ 
uncie the * General was, and being faint with 
excefs of istaediitg? he called for drink, which 
was prefently brought him; but as he was putting 
the bottle to his mouth, he faw a podr foldier 
carried along, who had been wounded at the fame 
time, wifhfully cafl up his eyes at the bottle; 
whereupon Sir Philip took it from his own 
mouth before he drank, and délivered it to the 
poor man, with thefe wo grids, “thy neceflity is yet 
greater than mine x and when he had afiifed this 
poor foldier and fellow fufferer,-as he called him, 
he was prefent tly carried to Arnheim, where the 
princip pal furgeons of the camp attended -him, 

This generous behaviour of our gallant knight, 
eught not to pafs without a panegyric. All his deeds 
of bravery, his politenefs, his learning, and courtly 
accomplifhments, do not véfea fo much hor, nour up- 
on him, as this one difinterefted, truly heroic action: 
It difcovered fo tender and benevolent a nature ; 
a mind fo fortified againft pain; a heart fo overflow- 
ing with generous fentiments, to relieve, in oppo- 
fition to the violent call of his own necefities, 
a poor man languifhing in the fame ciftrels, be- 
fore himfelf, that as mone can read it. without 
the higheft admiration of the wounded hero, fo 
none | hope will think me ext avagant in thus en- 
Geavouring to extol it. -Bravery. is often conttitu- 
tional ; fame may be the motive to feats of arms, 
a fatefman and ag Seles may act from intereft ; 
but a facrifice fo generous_as this, can be made 
by none but thofe who are good as well as great, 
who are noble-minded, and glorioufly compafionate, 
like Sidney. 

When the furgeons began to drefs hts wound, 
he told them, that while his frength was yet en- 
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tire, his body free from a fever, and his mind 4- 
ble to endure, they might freely ufe their art, cut 
and fearch to the bottom; but if they fhould -ne- 


gicct their art, and renew torments in’ the decli- 


nation Or nature, their ignorance, Or Over-tender- 
heis would prove a kind cf yranny to their friend, 
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look, that he was.not well: At thefe 
count, as having more fenfe of his 
nis own, cried out, “ Away 
never fee my face again till you bring 
vs of that gentleman's recovery, for whole 


recemption, many fach as I were happily loft.” 


Pinding all the efforts:of the furgeons in vain, 
he began to put no more confidence in their fi] 


j 


Ys 
and religned himfelf with heroic patience to his 
fate. He called the minifters to him, who were 
all excellent men of different nations,-and before 
hem made fuch a confefion of Chriftian faith, 
as no pook, but the heart, can truly and feelingly 
celiver. Then calling for his will, and fettln 


his. temporal affairs, ‘the laf fcene of this tragedy, 


Philip exerted all his foul in endeavouring to fup- 
prefs his forrow, in which affe@tion and nature 
were 


Sir PHIBIPSSPONEY. St 
were too powerful for him, while the other de- 
monftrated his tenderne{s by immoderate tranfoorts 
of grief, -a weaknefs which every tender ‘breaft 
will eafily forgive, who have ever felt the pangs 
of parting from a brother; and a brother of Sir 
Philip Sidney’s worth, demanded ftill additional 
forrow. He took his leave with thefe admonith- 
ing words, “ My dear, much loved, . honoured 
‘“‘ brother, love my memory ; cherith my friends ; 
their faith to me may aflure you they are he- 
** neft. But above all, govern your will and af- 
* fections, by the will and word of your Creator. 
In me, beholding the end of this world with 
‘* all her vanities.” And with this farewel he 
defired the company to lead him away. 

After bis death, which happened on the 16th 
.cf Oétober, the States of Zealand became {ui- 
tors to his Majefty, and his noble friends, that 
they might have the honour of burying his body 
at the public expence of their government, * but 
in this they were denied; for foon after, his body 
was brought to Fluthing, and being embarked 
with great folemnity on the 1ff of November, 
landed at Tower Wharf on-the 6th of the 
fame month; and the i6th of February following, 
after having lain in ftate, it was magnificently 
depotited in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

As the funeral of many princes has not exceed- 
ed it in folemnity, fo few have equalled it in the 
undiflembled forrow for his lofs +. King James 
Writ an epitaph upon him, and the Mufes of Ox- 
ford lamenting him, compofed elegies to his me- 
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* Lord Brook’s life. 
+ For agreat many months after his death, it was reckoned 


indecent in any gentleman to appear folendidly drefs'd = thi 
5 Pp i } 


public mourned him, not with exterior formality, but with 
genuine forrow of the heart. Of all our poets he feems to be 
the moit courtly, the braveft, the moft aétive, and in the mo. 
ral fenie, the beft. 
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mory. It may be jufily faid of this great man, 
what a celebrated poet now living has applied to 
Archbifhop Laud, 


Around his tomb did art and genius weep, 
Feauty, wit, piety, and bravery, were undiflembled 
mourners. 


He left behind him one child named Elizabeth, 
(married to the earl of Rutland) whom he had by 
Sir Francis Walfingham’s daughter, and who un- 
fortunately died without iffue to perpetuate the 
living virtues of her illuftrious family. She is faid 
to have been exceflively beautiful; that fhe mar- 
ried the earl of Rutland by authority, but that 
her affections were dedicated to the earl of Effex, 
and as Queen Elizabeth was in love with that no- 
bleman, fhe became very jealous of this charming 
countefs. It has been commonly reported { that 
Sir Philip, fome hours before’ his death, enjoyn- 
danear friend to confign his works to the flames. 
somife his friend returned is uncertain, but 
‘f he broke his word to befriend the public, pofte- 
rity has thank’d hm, and every future age will 
with gratitude acknowledge the favour. 

Of all his works his Arcadia is the:moft cele- 
brated; it is dedicated ‘to his fifter the countefs of 
Pembroke, who was'a Lady of as fine a character, 
and as equally finifhed in every female accomplifh - 
ment, as her brother in the manly. She lived to 
a good old age, and died in 1621. Ben Johnfon 
has wrote an epitaph upon her, fo inimitably ex- 


cellent, that I cannot refift the temptation of in- 
ferting it here. She was buried in the Cathedral 


Church of Salisbury, among the graves of the fa- 
mily of the Pembrokes. 


{Camden Brit. in Kent. 
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Underneath this marble hearfe, 
Lyes the fubject of all verfe, 
Sidney’s fifter, Pembroke’s mother, 
Death e’re thou haft killed another, 
Learned and fair, and good as fhe, 
‘Time fhall throw his dart at thee. 


The Arcadia was printed frfi in 1613 in 4to ; it 
has been tranflated into almoft every language... As 
the ancient A’gyptians prefented fecrets under their 
myftical hyeroglyphics, fo that an eafy figure was 
exhibited to the eye, and a higher notion couched 
under it to the judgment, fo all the Arcadia 1s a 
continual grove of morality, fhadowing mcral ard 
political truths under the plain and firiking em- 
biems of lovers, fo that the reader may be deceiv- 
ed, but not hurt, and happily furprized to more 
knowledge than he expected. 


Befides the celebrated Arcadia, Sir Philip wrote, 


A -diffuafive letter addreffed to Queen Elizabeth, 
againft her marriage with the duke of Anjou, privt- 
ed in a book cailed Serinia Ceciliana, ato. 1663. 

Aftrophel & Stella, written at the dere of Lady 
Rich,* whom he perfeftly loved, and is thought to 
be celebrated in the Arcadia by the name of Phi- 
loclea. 


Ourania, a poem, 1606. 

An Effay on Valour : Some impute this to 
Sir Thomas Overbury. 

Almanzor and A]lmanzaida, a novel printed in 
1678, which is likewife difputed ; and Wood fays 
that he believes Sir Philip’s name was only 
prefixed to it by the bookfeller, to fecure a demand 


for it. 
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-——--England’s Helicon, a collection of fongs. 
a——— Fhe Pfalms of David turned into Englifh. 


The true Picrure of Love. 


Poore painters oft with filly poets joyne, 
To fill the world with vain and ftrange conccits, 
One brings the ftuff, the other ftamps the coyne 
Which breeds nought elfe but gloffes of deceits. 
Thus painters Cupid paint, thus poets doe 
A naked god, blind, young, with arrows two. 


Is he a god, that ever flyes the light ? 
Or naked he, difguis’d in all untruth ? 
If he be blind, how hitteth he fo right? 
How is he young, that tamed old Pheebns 
youth ? 
But arrowes two, and tipt with gold or lead, 
Some hurt, accufe a third with horney head. 
No nothing fo; an old, falfe knave he is, 
By Argus got on Io, then a cow : 

What time for her, Juno her Jove did mifs, 
And charge of her to Argus did allow. 
Mercury killed his falfe fire for this a&, 

“ 


tis damme 
fact. 
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beaft was pardoned, beaftly 
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With father’s death, and mother’s guilty fhame, 
With Jove’s difdain at fucha rival's feed : 
‘The wretch compel’d, a runegate became, 
And learn’d what ill, a mifer-ftate did breed. 
To lye, to fteal, to prie, and to accufe, 
Noughtih himfelf, each other to abufe. 
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CHISTOPHER MARLOE 


AS bred a ftudent in Cambridge, but 

there is no account extant of his family. 
He foon quitted the Univerfity, and became a 
player on the fame ftage with the incomparable 
Shakefpear. He was accounted, fays Langbaine, 
a very fine poet in his time, even by Ben John- 
fon himfelf, and Heywood his fellow-actor {tiles 
him the beft of poets. In a copy of verfes called 
the Cenfure of the Poets, he was thus characterized. 
i Next Marloe bathed in Thefpian fprings, 
Had in him thofe brave fublunary things, 
That your firft poets had ; his raptures were 
All air and‘ fire, which made his verfes clear ; 
For that fine madnefs ftill he did retain, 
Which rightly fhould poflefs a poet’s brain. 


His genius inclined him wholly to tragedy, and 
he obliged the world with fix plays, befides one 
he joined for with Nath, called Dido Queen of Car- 
thage; but before I give an account of them, I 
fhall prefent his character to the reader upon the 
authority of Anthony Wood, which is too fingular 
to be paffled over. This Marloe, we are told, pre- 
fuming upon his own little wit, thought proper to 
practife the moft epicurean indulgence, and openly 
profefs’d atheifm ; he denied God, Our Saviour ; he 
blafphemed the adorable Trinity, and, as it was re- 
ported, wrote feveral difcourfes againftit, affirming 
Our Saviour to be a deceiver, the facred fcrip- 
tures to contain nothing but idle ftories, and all 
religion to be 2 device of policy and asin ne 
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but Marloe came to a very untimely end, as fome 
remarked, in confequence of his execrable blafphe- 
mies. It happened that he fell deeply in love 
with alow gil, and had for his rival a fellow in 
livery, who looked more like a pimp than a lover. 
Marloe, fired with jealouly, and.having fome rea- 
fon to believe that his miftrefs granted the fellow fa- 


© 


vours, be rnfhed upon him to ftab him with his dagger ; 
but the Pants being guick, avoided the ftroke, 
and catching held of Marloe’s wrift ftabbed him 


with his own weapon, and notwithftanding all the 
Fi e ft ter died of the 
. ime before his 
death, he had begun and made a confiderable ite 
grefs in an excel'ent poem called Hero and Leander 


1 ~ 
which was afterwards finifhed by George Chapman 
} one | 7 Mint hy wl ats” oh Ati Oe oedce Wig 44 , 
who-fell fhort, as it is faid, of the fpirit and invention 


oe in the execution of it. 

Vhat credit may be due to Mr. Wood’s fevere 
reprefentation of this poet’s character, the reader 
ror himfelf. For thy part, 1am willing to 
j it till I meet with fome other tefti- 
is having thus heinoufly odended againft 
againit the beft and moft amiable fy- 


i 
{tem of ion that ever. was, or ever can be 
Miarloe ek nly be in¢linea to Habis, g, 


unhappy leneths that Mr. Wood 
tells us, it was reported he a done. Phe have 

any inftances of charafters being o light! 
taken up on report, and miltakenly pabrobentd @ thro’ 
a too eafy creduli ity ; efpeciaily againit a man who 
map arisen to differ from us in fome fpeculative 
ints, wherein each party however, may think him- 
e f Ortho dox: Thegood Dr. Clarke himfelf, has been 
as ill fpoken of as Wood fpeaks of Marlee. 

His other works are 
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i. Dr. Fauftus, his tragical hiftory printed in 4to- 
London, 1664. 
2. Edward the Second, a a Tragedy, printed in 4to. 


Hendon ees this play was aéted is not known. 
3. Jew 


Nan ed 
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3. Jew of Malta, a Tragedy played before the 
King and Queen at Whitehall, 1633. This play 
was in much efteem in thofe days; the Jew’s part 
being performed by Mr. Edward Alleyn, the 
greateft player of his time, and aman of real pi- 
ety and goodnels ; he founded and endowed Dulwich 
hofpital in Surry; he was fo great an actor, that 
Betterton, the Rofcius of the Britifh nation, ufed 
to acknowledge that he owed to him thofe great at- 
tainments of which he was matter. 

- Luft’s Dominion; or the Lafcivious Queen, 
publithed by Mr. Kirkman, 8vo. London, 1661. 
This play was altered by Mrs. Behn, and acted 
ander the title of the Moor’s Revenge. 

ts, Maflacre of Paris, with the death of the Duke 
of Guife, a Tragedy, played by the Right Honou- 
rable the Lord. Admiral’s fervants. . This play is 
“divided into aéts; it begins with the fatal marriage 
between the King of Navarre, and Margurete de 
Valois, fifter to King Charles 1X; the occafion of 
the maffacre, and ends with the death of Henry 
III of France. 

6. Tamerlain the Great; or the Scythian Shep- 
herd, a Tragedy in two parts, printed in an old 
black letter, $vo. 1593. ‘This is faid to be the 
worft of his productions. 
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RoBERT GREEN 


ECEIVED his education at the univerfity of 

. Cambridge, and was, as Winftanley fays, a 
ereat friend to the printers by the many books ‘he 
writ. He was a merry droll in thofe times, and 
a man fo addicted to pleafure, that as Winftanley 
obferves, he drank much deeper draughts of fack, 
than of the Heliconian ftream ; he was amonglt 
the firft of our poets who writ for bread, 
and 
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and in order the better to fupport himfelf, tho’ 
he lived in an age far from being diffolute, viz. in 
that of the renowned Queen Elizabeth ; yet he had 
recourfe tothe mean expedient of writing obfceni- 
ty, and favouring the caufe of vice, by which he 
no doubt recommended himfelf to the rakes 
about town, who, as they are generally no true 
judges of wit, fo eftimate the merit of a piece, 
as it happens to fuit their appetite, or encourage 
them in every irregular indulgence. No man of 
honour who fees a poet endowed with a large 
ihare of natural underitanding, proftituting his pen 
to the vileft purpofe of debauchery and lewdnefs, 
can think of him but with contempt ; and his 
wit, however brilliant, ought not to fcreen him 
from the juft indignation of the fober part of man- 
kind. When wit is proftituted to vice, ’tis wit 
no more ; that is, it ceafes to be true wit; and 
I have often thought there fhould be fome pub- 
ie mark of infamy fixed on thofe who hurt 
fociety by loofe writings. But Mr. Green muft 
be freed from the imputation of hypocrify, for 
we find him prattifing the very. doétrines he 
taught. Winftanley relates that he was married to 
a very fine and deferving lady, whom he bafely 
forfook, with a child fhe had by him, for the 
, company of fome harlots, to whom he applied the 
wages of iniquity, while his wife ftarved. Af. 
ter fome years indulgence of this fort, when his 
wit began to grow ftale, we find him fallen into ab- 
jet poverty, and lamenting the life he had led 
which brought him to it; for it always happens, 
that a miftrefs is a more expenfive piece of furni- 
niture than a wife; and if the modern adulrerers 
would fpeak the truth, I am certain they would 
acknowledge, that half the money which, in the 
true fenfe of the word, is mifpentupon thofe daugh- 
ters of deftruction, would keep a family with de- 
cency, and maintain a wife with honour. When 
our author was in this forlorn miferable fate, He 
writ 


ROBERT GREEN. _ 8%Qq 
writ a -letter to his wife, which Mr. Winftanly ha 
preierved, and which, as it has fomewhat tender 
in j hall infert. It has often been obferved, 
that half the unhappy marriages in the world, 
are more owing to the men than the women: 
‘That women are in gener al much better beings, 
inthe moral fenfe, than the men ; who, as they 
-buftle lefs in life, are get nerally tery erates et with 
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; nowledge of the world; and that then their yoke- 

fellows need only be tender and indulgent, to win 
thein. But I believe it may be generally allowed, 

that women are the beit or worft part of the human 
creation: none excel them in virtue ; but when they 
eee art’ from it, nome exceed them in vice. In the 
cafe of Green, we fhall fee by the letter he fent his 
wife how much fhe was injured. 


ar) 


THE frered 


ren i 
*“ thee, -and. thy beadshealy: virta He ead greater 
forrow t) my miferable ftate than I can utter 

‘or thou conceive ; neither is it leffened by con- 
** fideration of thy abfence, (tho’ fhame would 
let me hardly behold thy face) but exceedingly 
‘* aggravated, forthat I cannotasl ought to thy own- 


= fit re reconcile myfelf, that thou might’ it witnefs my 
‘* inward woe at this inftant, that hath made thee a 
‘* woful wife for folong atime. But equal heaven has 
“* denied that comfort, v1 ie at my laft need, like 
feccour as I have fous! it all my life, being in 
this extremity as void of help, as thou haft been 
* of hope. Reafon would that after fo long wafte, 
** J fhould not fend thee a child to bring thee 
“‘ charge; but confider he is the fruit of thy 


<a womb, in whole face regard not the father, ‘fo 
** much as thy own perfections: He is yet green, 
66 


and may grow ftrait, if he be carefully tended, 
“* otherwife apt enough to follow his father’s folly. 
“© That I have offended thee highly, I know; 
that thou canft forget my injuries, I hardly 
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y repentant hufband, 
for his difloyalty, 
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ible Hiftory of Fryar Bacon, and 
j 


Fryar Bungy ; play’d by the Prince of Palatine’s 
fervants know not whence our author isets ed 


his plot, but this famous fryar Minor lived in the 
rei ign of Henry HI. and died in the reign of Ed- 
ward I. in the year 1284. He joined with Dr. 


Lodge in one ay, called a Locking Glafs for 
London; he, writ alfo the Comedies of Fryar Ba- 
con and Fair Enome. 


His oth ier pieces are, Quip 
for an upftart Courtier, aud > ees and Faw- 
nia. Winftanley imputes likewife to him the fol- 
lowing pieces. Tully’s Loves; Philomela, the La- 
dy Fitaw light Green’s: News too 
: Green’s Arcadia ; 
Green’s 


EDMUND SPENCER. ot 
Green’s Farewel to Folly ; Green's Groat{worth of 
Wit. 

It is faid by Wood in his Fafti, p. 137, vol. i. 
that our author died in the year 1592, of a iur- 
feit taken by eating pickled herrings, and 
drinking with them rhenifh wine. At this. fatal 
banquet, Thomas Nath, his cotemporary at Cam- 
bridge was with him, who rallies him in his Apo- 
logy of Pierce Pennylefs. ‘Thus died Robert Green, 
whofe end may be looked upon as a kind of punifh- 
ment for a life fpentin riot and infamy. 
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EpMUND SPENSER 


AS born in London, and educated at Pem- 
broke Hall in Cambridge. The accounts 
of the birth and family of this great man are but 
obfcure and imperfect, and at his firft fetting out 
into life, his fortune and intereft feem to have 
been very inconfiderable. 
fter he had for fome time continued at the 
college,‘and laid that foundation of learning, which, 
joined to his natural genius, qualified him to rife 
to fo great an excellency, he ftood for a fellow- 
fhip, in competition with Mr. Andrews, a gentle- 
man in holy orders, and afterwards lord bifhop of 
Winchefter, in which he was unfuccefsful. . ‘This 
difappointment, joined with the narrownefs of his 
circumftances, forced him to quit the univerfity * ; 
and we find him next refiding at the houtfe of a 
friend in the North, where he fell in love with his 


* Hughes’s Life of Spenfer, prefixed to the edition of our au 


thor’s works. 
Rofalind, 
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Rofalind, whom he finely celebrates in his pafle- 
ral poems, and of whofe cruelty he has written 
fuch pathetical complaints. 

It is probable that. about this time Spenfer’s ge- 
nius began firft to diftineuith itfelf; for the Shep- 
herd’s Calendar, which is fo full of his unprofpe- 
rous paflion for Rofalind,. was amongit the firft of 
his works of note, and the luppofition is ftrength- 
ened, by the <onfideration of Poetry’s being fre- 
quently the offspring of love and retirement. 'This 
work he addreffed by a fhort dedication to the 
Mecenas of his age, the immortal Sir Philip Sid- 
ney. ‘This gentleman was now in the higheft re- 
putation, both for wit and gallantry, and the mott 
popular of all the courtiers of his age, and as he 
was himfelf a writer, and efpecially excelled in 
the fabulous or inventive part of poetry; it is no 
wonder he was ftruck with ouf author's genius, 
and became fenfible of his merit. “A {tory is told 
of him by Mr. Hughes, which I thall prefent the 
reader, as it ferves to illuftrate the great worth 
and penetration of Sidney, as well as the excellent 
genius of Spenfer. It is faid that our poet was a 
{tranger to this gentleman, -when hé began to 
write his Fairy Queen, and that he took occafion 
to go to Leicefter-houfe, and introduce himfelf by 
fending in to” Mr, Sidney a copy of the ninth 
Canto of the firft book of that poem. Sidney was 
much furprized with the defcription of defpair in 
that Canto, and is faid to have fhewn an unufual 
kind of ‘tranfport: on the difeovery of fo new 
and uncommon a genius. After he had read fome 
ftanza’s, he turned to’ his fteward, and bid him 
give’ the perfon that brought thofe verfes fifty 
pounds ; but upon reading the next ftanza, he or- 
dered the fum to be doubled, The fteward was 
no lefs {urprized: than his mafter, and thought it 
his duty to make fome delay in executing fo fud- 
den and lavith a bounty ; but upon reading one 
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ftanza more, Mr. Sidney raifed the gratuity to two 
hundred pounds, and commanded the fteward to 
give it immediately, left as he read further he might 
be tempted to give away his whole eftate. From 
this time he admitted the author to his acquain- 
tance and converfation, and prepared the way for 
his being known and received at court. 

Tho’ this feemed a promifing omen, to be thus in- 
troduced to court, yet he did not inftantly reap any 
advantage from it. He was indeed created poet lau- 
reat to Queen Elizabeth, but he for fome time wore 
a barren laurel, and poffefied only the place with- 
out the penfion *. Lord treafurer Burleigh, under 
whofe difpleafure Spenfer laboured, took care to 
intercept the Queen’s favours to this unhappy great 
man. As misfortunes have the moft influence on 
elegant and polifhed minds, fo it was no wonder 
that Spenfer was much depreffed by the cold recep- 
tion he met with from the great; a circumftance 
which not a little detraéts from the merit of the 
minifters then in power: forI know not if all the 
political tranfations of Burleigh, are fufficient to 
counterballance the infamy affixed on his name, 
by profecuting refentment againft diftrefled merit, 
and keeping him who was the ornament of the 
times, as much diftant as poflible from the ap- 
proach of competence. Thefe difcouragements 
greatly funk our author’s fpirit, and accordingly 
we find him pouring out his heart, in complaints 
of fo injurious and undeferved a treatment ; 
which probably, would have been lefs unfortu- 
nate to him, if his noble patron Sir Philip Sidney 
had not been fo much abfent from court, as by his 
employments abroad, and the fhare he had in the 
Low-Country wars, he was obliged to be. In a 
poem ‘called, The Ruins of Time, which was 
written fome time after Sidney’s death, the au- 
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thor feems to allude to the difcouragement I have 
mentioned in the following flanza. 


O crief of griefs, O gall of all good hearts! 

rm a ° . . 

(o fee that virtue fhould defpited be, 

df fuch as firft were raifed for virtue’s parts, 

And now broad-fpreading like an aged tree, 

Let none fhoot up that nigh them planted be ; 
O let not thefe, of whom the mufe is feorned, 
Alive or dead be by the mufe adorned. 


Thefe lines are certainly meant to reflect on Bur- 
leigh for neglecting him, and the Lord Treafurer 
afterwards conceived a hatred towards him for the 
fatire he apprehended was levelled at. him in Mo- 
ther Hubbard’s Tale. - In this poem, the author has 
in the moft lively manner, painted out the misfor- 
tune of depending on court favours. The lines 
which follow are among others very remarkable. 


Full little knoweft thou, that haft not try’d, 
What Hell it is in fuing long to bide, 

To clofe good days, that nights be better fpent, 
To waite long nights in penfive difcontent ; 

‘To fpeed to day, to be put back to-morrow, 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and forrow 
To have thy prince’s grace, yet want her peers, 
To have thy asking, yet wait many years. 

To fret thy fou! with crofles, and with care. 

To eat thy heart, thro’ comfortlefs defpair ; 
To fawn, to crouch, to wait, to ride, to run 
Yo fpend, to give, to want, to be undone. 


As this was very much the author’s cafe, it pro- 
bably was the particular paflage in that poem which 
gave offence ; for as Hiughes very elegantly obferves, 
even the fighs of a mifcrable man, are fometimes re- 
fented as an affront, by him who is the occafion of 
There is alittle tory, which feems founded 
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on the grievance juft now mentioned, Nandi is related 
by fome as a matter of fact * commonly Peparted at 
thattime. It is faid, that upon his prefe: nting fome 
poems to the Queen, fhe ordered him a gratuit ty of 
one hundred pounds, but the Lord Treafurer Bur- 
leigh objeéting to -it, faid with fome fcorn of the 
poet, of whofe merit he was totally ignorant, 
«© What, all this for a fong:” The queen replied, 
‘< Then give him what is reafon.” Spenfer for 
fome time waited, but had the mortification to 
find himfelf difappointed of her Majefty’s bounty. 
Upon this hetook a proper opportunity to prefent 
a paper to Queen Elizabeth in the manner of a pe- 
tition, in which he reminded her of the order fhe 
had given, in the following lines. 


I was promifed on a time 

To have reafoa for my rhime, 
From that time, unto this feafon 
I received nor rhime, nor reafon. 


This paper produced the intended effet, and the 
Queen, after fharply reproving the treafurer, i imme- 
diately direCted the payment of the hundred pounds 
fe had firft ordered. In the year 1579 he wa 
fent abroad by the Earl of Leicefter, as appears 
by a copy of Latin verfes dated from Leicetter- 
houfe, and addreffed to his friend Mr. Harvey ; but 
Mr. Hughes has not been able to determine in what 
fervice we was employed. When the Lord Grey of 
Wilton was chofen Deputy of Ireland, Spenfer was 
recommended to him as fecretary. This drew him 
ever to another kingdom, and fettled him in a 
feene of life very different from what he had 
formerly known; but, that he underftood, and dif- 
charged his emp!oyment with skill and capacity, ap- 
pears fufliciently by his difcourfe on the ftate of 
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Ireland, in which there are many folid and judicious 
remarks, that fhew him no lefs qualified for the 
ufinefs of the ftate, than for the entertainment of 
he muies. His life was now freed from the dificul- 
ties under which it had hitherto ftrugeled, and his 
fervices to the Crown received a reward of a grant 
from Queen Elizabeth ef 3000 Acres of land in the 
county of Cork. His houfe wa’ in Kilcolman, and 
the river Mulla, which he has more than once fo 
finely introduced in his poems,ran through his grounds, 
Much about this time, he contraéted an intimate 
friendfhip with the gieat and learned Sir Walter 
Raleigh, who was then a captain under the lord 
Grey. The poem of Spenfer’s, called Colin Clouts 
come home again, in which’ Sir Walter Raleigh is 
defcribed under the name of the Shepherd of .the 
Ocean, is a beautiful memorial of this friendihip, 
which took its rife from a fimilarity of tafte in the 
polite arts, and which he agreeably def{cribes with 
a foftnefs and delicacy peculiar to him. Sir Wal- 
ter afterwards promoted him in Queen Elizabeth’s 
efteem, thro’ whofe recommendation fhe read. his 
writings. He now fell in love a fecond time 
with a merchant’s daughter, in which, fays Mrs. 
Cooper, author of the mufes library, he was 
more fuccefsful than in his firft amour. He 
wrote upon this occafion a beautiful epithala- 
mium, with which he prefented the lady on the 
bridal-day, and has configned that day, and her, 
immortality.. In this pleafant eafy fituation 
our excellent poet finifhed the celebrated poem of 
The Fairy Queen, which was begun and conti- 
nued at different intervals of time, and of which he 
at firft publifhed only the three firft books ; to thefe 
were added three more ina following edition, but 
the fix laft books (excepting the two canto’s of mu- 
tability) were, unfortunately loft by his fervant 
whom he had in hafle fent before him intoEngland ; 
for tho’ he paffled his life for fome time very fe- 
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renely here, yet a train of misfortunes ftill: pur- 
fued him, and in the rebellion of the Earl of 
Defmond he was plundered and deprived of his 
eftate. This diftrefs forced him to return to Eng- 
land, where for want of his noble patron Sir 
Philip Sidney, he was plunged into new calami- 
ties, as that gallant Hero died of the wounds he 
received at Zutphen. It is faid by Mr Hughes, 
that Spenfer furvived his patron about twelve 
years,;and died the fame year with his powerful ene- 
my the“Lord Burleigh, 1598. He was buried, fays 
he, in Weitminfter-Abbey, near the famous Geof- 
fery Chaucer,- as he had defired’; his obfequies 
were attended by the poets of that time, and o- 
thers, who paid the laft’ honours to his memory. 
Several copies of vérfes were thrown after him into 
his grave, and his monument was, ereéted at the 
charge of the famous Robert Devereux; the un- 
foriunate Earl of Effex. ‘This is the account gi- 
ven by his editor, of the death of Spénfer,. but 
there is fome reafon to believe that he {poke 
only upon imagination, as he has prodaced :no 
authority to fupport his opinion, efpecially as I 
find in a book of great reputation, another opinion, 
delivered upon probable grounds. The ingenious 
Mr. Drummond of Hawthronden, a ‘noble wit. of 
Scotland, had an intimate ‘correfpondence with all 
the genius’s of his’ time who refided at London; 
particularly the famous Ben Johnfon, who had fo 
high an. opinion of Mr, Drummond’s abilities, 
that he took a’ journey into Scotland in orders. 
t» converfe with him, and ftayed fome time. at 
his houfe at Hawthronden. After Ben Johnfon 
departed, Mr. Drummond, careful to retain what 
paft betwixt them, wrote down the heads of their 
‘converfation ; which is publithed amongit his poems 
and hiftory of the five James’s Kings of Scotland, 
Amongft other particulars there is this. “ Ben John- 
“« fon told me that Spenfer’s goods were robbed 
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‘“ by the Irifh in Defmond’s rebellion, his houfe 


“© and a little child of his burnt, and he and his 
“* wife nearly efcaped ; that he afterwards died 
“* in King-ftreet * by abfolute want of bread; and 
** that he refufed twenty pieces fent him by the 
“* Earl of Effex t, and gave this anfwer to the pere 
“* fon who brought them, that he was fure he 
““ had no time to fpend them, 

Mr. Drummond’s works, from whence I have ex- 
t-acted the above, are printed in a thin quarto, and 
may be feen at Mr. Wilfon’s at Plato’s-Head in the 
Strand. I have been thus particular in the quota- 
tion, that no one may fufpeét fuch extraordinary cir- 
cumftances to be advanced upon imagination. In the 
infcription on his tomb in Weftminfter Abbey, it 
is faid he was born in the year 1510, and died 
1596; Cambden fays 1598, but in regard to his 
birth they muft both be miftaken, for it is by no 
means probable. he was born fo early as 1sto, 
if we jvdge by the remarkable circumftance of 
his ftanding for a fellowfhip in competition with 
Mr. Andrews, who was not born according to 
Hughes till 1555. Befides, if this account of his 
birth be true, he muft have been fixty years old 
when he firft publifhed his Shepherd’s Calendar, an 
age not very proper for love; and in this cafe it 
is no wonder, that the beautiful Rofalind flighted 
his addreffes ; and he muit have been feventy years 
old when he entered into bufinefs under lord Grey, 
who was created deputy in Ireland 1580: for which 
reafons we may fairly conclude, that the infcrip- 
tion is falfe, either by the error of the carver, 
or perhaps it was put on when the monument was 
few particulars of this great 

nd j >a mortification to all lovers 
of the Mufes, that no more can be found con- 
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nament of his profeffion. No writer ever found a 
nearer way to the heart than he, and his verfes 
have a peculiar happinefs of recommending the 
author to our friendthip as well as raifing our 
admiration ; one cannot read him without fancy- 
ing onefelf tranfported into Fairy Land, and 
there converfing with the Graces, in that enchan- 
_ted region : In elegance of thinking and fertili- 
ty of imagination, few of our Englith authors 
have approached hint, and ‘no writers have fuch 
power as re to awake the fpirit of poetry in 
others. Cowley owns that he derived infpiration 
from him ; and I have heard the celebrated Mr. 
James Thomfon, the author of the Seafons, and 
juftly efteemed one of our belt defcriptive poets, 
fay, that he formed himfelf upon Spenfer; - and 
how clofely he purfued the model, and how no- 
b'r he has imitated him, whoever reads ‘his Caf- 
tle of Indolence with tafte, will readily confefs, 


Mr. Addifon, in his charaéters of the Englifh 
Poets, addrefled to Mr. Sacheverel, thus {peaks of 
Spenfer : is 


Old Spenfer next, warm’d with poetic rage, 
In ancient tales amus’d a barb’rous age ; 
An age, that yet uncultivate and rude, 
Where-e’er the poet's fancy led, purfued 
Thro’ pathlefs fields, and unfrequented floods, 
To dens of dragons, and enchanted woods. 
But now the myftic tale, that pleas'd of yore, 
Can charm an underftanding age no more ; 
The long fpun allegories,. fulfome grow, 
While the dull moral lyes too plain below. 
We view well pleafed at diftance; all the fights, 
Of arms, and palfries, battles, fields, and fights, 
And damfels in diftrefs, and courteous knights. 
But when we look too near, the fhades decay, 
And all the pleafing land{fcape fades away. 
¥y2 I¢ 
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It is agreed on all- hands, that the diftrefles of 
our author helped to fhorten his days, and indeed, 
when his extraordinary merit is confidered, he had 
eft meafure of any of.our poets. It appears 
ifferent accounts, that he was of an amiable 

{weet c difpotition: humane and.generous in his na- 
ture. Befides the Fairy Queen, we find he had 
written feveral other pieces, of which. we can on- 
ly trace out the titlés. Among thefe, the moft 
considerable were nine comedies, in titarien of 
the comedies of his admired Ariokto, infcribed 
with the names of the Nine Mufes. The rett 
which are mentioned in his letters, and thofe of 
his friends, are his Dying Pelicane, his Pageants, 
Stemmata Dudleyana, the Canticles paraphrazed, 
Eeclehaites, Seven Pfalms, Hours of our Lord, 
Sacrifice of a Sinner, Purgatory, a S’enni ight tum. 
ber, the Court of Cupid, and Hell of Lovers. 
It is hkewife faid, he had written a treatife in 
profe called the’ Englifh Poet: as for the Epitha- 
Jamion ‘Thamefis, and.his Dreams, both- mentioned 
by himfelf in one of his. letters, Mr. Hughes 
thinks they are ftill preferved, tho’ under diffe- 
rent names. It appears from what is faid of the 
Dreams by his friend Mr, Harvey, that-they.were 
in imitation of Petrarch’s Vifions. 

To produce’ authorities in favour of Spenfer, as a 
poet, I fhouldreckon an aff rontto his memory; that 
is a tribute which. I fhall only pay to inferior wits, 
whofe higheft honour it is to be mentioned with re- 
Ete by ¢ genius’s of a fuperior clafs. The works of 

S penfer will never perifh, tho” he has introduced 
unnecefiarily many obfolete terms into them; there 
is a flow of poetry, an elegance of fentiment: a 
fund of imagination, and an enchanting Latmuhetic, 
which will ever fecure him the applaufes of pofterity 
while any lovers of poetry remain. 

We find little account of the family which Spenfer 
left behind him, only that in a few particulars of, his 
life 
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life prefixed to the latt. folio. edition of :his works, 
it is faid that his great grandfon Hugolin Spen- 
fer, after the reftoration of king Charles fT. was re- 
ftored ‘by thé court of claims to fo much of the 
lands ‘as could be found to have been his anceltors ; 
there 1s another ‘remarkable pailage of which (fays 
Fiughes) I can give the reader much better af- 
furance: that a perfon came over from Ireland, 
it King Wiiliam’s time, to follicit the fame affair, 
and brought with him letters of recommendation, 
as a defendant of Spenfer. His name procured 
him a favourable reception, and he applied him- 
felf particularly to Mr. Cong:eve, by whom he 
was ‘generoufly recommended to the favour of the 
earl of Hallifax, who was thea at the head of the 
trea ury ; and by that means he obtained his fuit, 
This man was fomewhat advanced in years, and 
might be the fame mentioned before, who had 
poilibly recovered only fome part of his eftate at 
firft, or had been difturbed in the poffeffion of it, 
We could give no account of the works of his 
anceitor, which are wanting, and which are there- 
fore in all probability irrecoverably loft. 


The following ftanzas are faid to be thofe with 
which Sir Philip Sidney was firft ftruck, 


From him returning, fad and comfortl2f{s, 

As on the way together we did fare, 

We met that villain (God from him me blefs) 

That carfed wight, from whom I ’scaped whyl- 
ear, 

A man of hell that calls himfelf defpair.; 

Who firft us greets, and after fair areeds 

Of tidings itrange, and of adventures rare : 

So creeping clofe, as fnake in hidden weeds,. 

Inquireth of our ftates, and of our knightly 
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Which when he knew, and felt our feeble hearts 

Em bofs’ d with bale, and bitter-biting grief, 

wi hich love had launced with his deadly darts, 
Vith wounding words, and.terms of foul reprief, 

He plucked from us all hope of due relief ; 

That erft_us held in love of ling ring life ; 

Then hopelefs, heartlefs, "gan the cunning thief 

Perfu ide us die, to {tint all | further irife. 

To me he lent this rope, to him a rufty kn ae 


The following is t 


The darkfome cave they enter, W yhere they find, 
‘hat cartid man, low fitting on the ground, 
Mufing full fadly 3 in his fullen mind ; 

ereaty locks, long growing and unbound, 
fered bui ng about his fhoulders round, 

And 1 hid | 1is face ; through which his hollow eyne, 
T_ook’d deadly dull, and ftared as aftound ; 

His raw-bone cheeks thro’ penury and pine, 
Were thrunk into his jaws, as he did never dine. 


His garments nought, but many ragged clouts, 
With thorns together in ‘dand patched was, 


The which his naked fides he wrapt abouts; 
At nd him befide, ete lay upon the grafs 
\ dreary corfe, whofe life away did pafs, 
All wallowed in his own, yet luke-warm Rioed, 
That from his wound yet welled frefh alas 
In which a rufty knife faft fixed ftood, 
And made an open pafiage for the cuthing flood. 


It would perhaps be an injury to Spenfer to 
difmifs -his Life without a few remarks on that 
gre at work of his which has placed him among 
the foremoft of our poets; and difcovered {fo.ele- 
vated and fublime a genius.. ‘The work I mean 
is his allegorical poem of the Fairy Queen. 


Sir 
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- Sir William Temple in his eflay on poetry, fays, 
“* that the religion of the Gentiles had been woven 
into the contexture of all the ancient.poetry with 
‘© an agreeable mixture, which made the moderns 
affect to give that of chriftianity a place alfo in 
their poems ; but the true religion was not found 
to become fictitious fo well as the falfe one had 
done, and all their attempts of this kind feemed 
rather to dedafe religion than heighten poetry. 
Spenfer endeavoured to fupply this with morality, 
and to make inftrution, infead of ftory the fub- 
ject of an epic poem. His execution was excel- 
lent, and his flights of fancy very noble and high. 
But his defign was poor ; and his moral lay fo 
“ bare, that it loft the effect. It is true, the pill 
was gilded, but fo thin that the colour and the 
tafte were eafily difcovered.”’— Mr. Rymeraflerts, i 
that Spenfer may be reckoned the firft of our he- al 
roic poets. He had a large fpirit, a fharp judg- i\ 
ment, and a genius for heroic poetry, perhaps 
above any that ever wrote jince Virgil, but our 
misfortuneis, he wanted a true idea, and loft him- 
felf by following an unfaithful guide. ‘Tho’ be- 
** fides Homer and Virgil he had read Taffo, yet 
he rather fuffered himfelf to be mifled by Arioito, 
with whom blindly rambling on marvels and ad- 
ventures, he makes no confcience of probability ; 
all is fanciful and chimerical, without ‘any uni- 
formity, or without any foundation in truth; in 
a word his poem is perfect Fairy-Land.” Thus 
far Sir Willian Temple, and Mr. Rymer ; let us 
now attend to. the opinion of a greater name. Mr. 
Dryden in his-dedication of Juvenal, thus proceeds : 
‘¢ ‘The Englifh have only to boa of Spenfer and 
«* Milton in heroic poetry, who neither of them 
<* wanted either genius or learning to have been 
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plithment of no one. ation; he raifes up.a he- 
ro for every one of his adventures, and endows 
each of them with fome particular moral vir- 
tue, which renders them all equal, without fub- 
ordination or preferenc Every one is valiant 
in his own legend; only we muf-do him the 


juftice to obferve, that magnanimity, which is 


the charafter of prince Arthur, thines through- 
out the whole poem, and fuccours the. reft when 
they are in diftrefs, “The- original of every 
knight was, then living in the court of Queen 
Elizabeth ; and he attributed to each of them 
that virtue which he thornght was moft con{pi- 
uous In them ; an ingenious piece of flattery, 


ho’ it turned not much to his account. _Had 


e Irved to finish his poem in the remaining 
egends, it had certainly been more of a Piece ; 
vat could not have bien perfect becauie the 
model was not true. But prince Arthur, or 
his chief patron Sir Philip Sidney, dying before 
him, deprived the poet both of means and {pi- 
rit to accomplifh his defign. For the reft, his 
obfolete language, and ill choice of his ftanza, 
are faults both of the fecond magnitude ; for 
notwithftanding the firft, he is ftill intelligible, 
at leat after a little praftice, and for the lat 
he is more to be admired, that labouring under 
fuch difadvantages, his verfes are fo numerous, 
fo various, and fo harmonious, that only Vir- 
gil, whom he has profefledly imitated, has fur- 
pafied him among the Romans, -and only Wal- 
ler among the Englifh.” Mr. Hughes in his 
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effay on allegorical poetry prefixed to Spenfer’s 
works, tells us, that this poem is conceived, wroucht 
up, and coloured with ftronger fancy, and difcovers 
more the particular genius of Spenfer, than any of 
his other writings ; and having obferved that Spen- 
fer in a letter to Sir Walter Raleigh calls it, a 
continued allegory, or dark conceit, he gives us 
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fome remarks on allegorical poetry in general, 
defining allegory to be a fable or ftory, in which, 
under imaginary perfons or things, is fhadowed 
fome real aétion or.inftru@tive moral, or as I think, 
Jays he, it is fomewhere very. fhortly. defined by 
Plutarch ; it.is that, im which one thing is related, 
and another. thing underftood ; it, is a kind of poe- 
tical pifture, orlueroglyphick, which by its apt re- 
femblance, conveys inftruétion to the mind, by an 
analogy to the fenfes, and fo amufes the fancy while 
it informs the underftanding.. Every allegory has 
therefore two fenfes, the literal and myttical, the 
literal fenfe is like a dream or vifion, .of which 
the myftical fenfe is the true meaning, or inter- 
pretation. This will be more clearly apprehend- 
ed by confidering, that as a fimile isa more ex- 
tended metaphor, fo an allegory is a kind of con- 
tinued fimile, or an affemblage of fimilitudes drawn 
out at fulllength, _ . : 

The chief merit of this poem, no doubt, con- 
fifts mm that furprifing vein of fabulous invention, 
which runs through it, and _ enriches. it every 
where. with imagery and deferiptions, more than 
we meet with in any other’ modern poem. 
The author feems to be poflefied of-a kind of 
poetical magic, and the figures he calls up to our 
view rife fo thick upon us, that.we are at.once 
pleafed and diftraéted with the exhauftlefs variety 
of them; fo that his faults may in a manner be 
imputed to his excellencies, | His abundance be- 
trays him into excefs, and his judgment is, over- 
born by the torrent of his imagination. That 
which feems the moft liable to exception in this 
work is the model of it, and the choice the au- 
thor has made of fo romantic a ftory, The fe- 
veral books rather appearlike fo many feveral poems, 
than one entire fable. Each of them has its pe- 
culiar_ knight,- and is independent of the reft ; and 
tho’ fome of the perfons make .their appearance 
in different books, yet this has very little effec 
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in concealing them. Prince Arthur is indeed the 
principal perfon, and has therefore a fhare given 
him in every legend; but his part is not confidera- 
ble enough in-any one cf them. He appears and 
vanifhes again like a fpirit, and we lofe fight of 
him too foon to confider him as the hero of the 
poem. 'Thefe-are the moft obvious defeéts in 
the fable of the Fairy Queen. \The want of unity 
in the ftory makes it difficult for the reader to 
carry it in his mind, and diftraéts too much his 
attention to the feveral parts of it; and indeed the 
whole frame of it would appear monftrous, were 
it to be examined by: the rules of epic poetry, as 
they have been drawn from the practice of Homer 
and Virgil ; but as it 1s plain, the author never 
defigned it by thefe rules, I think it ought rather 
to be called a poem of a particular kind, defcrib- 
ing in a feries of allegorical adventures, or epi- 
fodes, the moft noted virtves and vices. “Io com- 
pare it therefore with the models of antiquity, 
would be, like drawing a paral’el between’ the 
Roman and Gothic archite€@tyre: In the firft, 
there is doubtlefs a more natural’ grandeur and 
fimplicity ; in the Jatter, we find great mixtures 
of beauty and barbarifm,. yet affifted by the in- 
vention of a varicty of inferior ornaments ; and 
tho’? the former is more majeftic in the whole, 
the latter may be very furprizing and agreeable 
in. its parts. 
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rors HE fon of the celebrated epigramatift, was 

H bern in London, and in the ‘r2th year of 
1547, was fent to the Univerfity, where 
a he 
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he was educated in grammar and logic. In 1553 
he took a degree in Arts, and was immediately 
elected Probationer fellow of Merton Collége, 
where he gained a fuperiority over all his fellow 
ftudents in difputations at the public {fchool. 
Wood informs us, that upon a third admonition, 
from the warden and fociety of that~houfe, he 
refigned his feliowfhip, to prevent expulfion, on 
the 4th of April, 1558; he had been guilty of 
feveral mifdemeanors, fuch as are peculiar to 
youth, wildnefs and rakifhnefs, which in thofe 
days it feems were very feverely punifhed. Soon 
after this he quitted Engiand, and entered himfelf 
into the! fociety of Jelus at St. Omer’s 7; but 
before he left his native country, he writ and 
tranflated (fays Wood) thefe things following, 


_. Various Poems and Devices ; fome of which are 

printed in a book calied the Paradife of Dainty 
~Devices, 1574, 4to..- 

Hercules Furens, a ‘Tragedy, which fome have 
imputed to-Seneca, and others-have éenied to be 
his, but it is thought by moft learned men to be 
an imitation of that play of Euripides, which 
bears the fame name, and tho, in contrivance and 
occonomy, they differ in fome things, yet in others 
they agree, and Scaliger icruples not.to prefer the 
Latin to the Greek Tragedy *. 

Troas, a Tragedy of Seneca’s, which the learn- 
ed Farnaby, and Daniel Heinfius very much com- 
mend; the former ftiling it a divine tragedy, the 
other. preferring it to one of the fame name by 
Euripides, both in language and contrivance, but 
efpecially he fays it far exceeds it in the chorus. 
In this tragedy the author has taken the liberty of 
adding feveral things, and altering others, as think- 


++ Langb. Lives. of the Poets, p. 249. * Langb. ubi fupra. 
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ipg the play imperfed : Firft as to the additions, 
he has at the end of the chorus after the firft act, 
added threefcore verfes of his own invention ; In 
the beginning of the fecond a& he has added-a 
whole f{cene, where he introduces the ghoft of 
Achilles rifing from hell, to require the facrifice 
of Polyxena! to the chorus of this a€t he added 
three ftanza’s. As to his alterations, inftead of 
tranflating the chorus of the third aét, which is 
wholly taken up with the names of foreign coun- 
tries, the tranflation of which without notes he 
thought would be tirefome to the Englifh reader, 
he has fubftituted in its ftead another chorus: of 
his own inyention. ‘This tragedy runs in verfes 
of fourtcen fyllableg, and for the moft part his 
chorus is writ in verfe of ten fyllables, which is 
called ‘heroic. P 

Thyeftes, another tragedy of Seneca’s, which in 
the judgment of Hienfius, is not inferior to any 
ther of his dramatic pieces. Our author tranflated 
this play when he was at Oxford ; it is wrote in 
the fame manner of verfe as the other, only the 
chorus ds written in alternate rhime. The tranflator 
has added a fcene at the end of the fifth act, 
fpoken by Thyeftes alone; in which he bewails his 
raiiery, and implores Heaven’s vengeance on 
Atreus. ‘Thefe plays are printed in a black letter 
in 4to. 1581. 


Langbain obferves, that tho’? hescannot, much 
cominend the verfion of Heywood, as poetically 
elegant, as he has chofen a meafure of fourteen 
fyliables, which ever founds harfh to the ears of 
thofe that are ufed to heroic poetry, yet, fays he, 
I muft do the author this juftice, to acquaint the 
world, that he endeavours to give Seneca’s fenfe, 
and likewife to imitate his verfe, changing his 
meafure, as often as his author, the chorus of each 
act being difterent from the act itfelf, as the reader 
may 
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y obferve, by comparing the Englifh copy with 
ek atin original. 
seas our author had. fpent two years in the 
ftudy of divinity anon th 1€ priefts, he was fent 
to Diling in Switzer land, where he continued a- 
bout feventeen years, in explaining and difcuffin 
controverted queftions, among thofe he called He- 
retics, in which time, for his zeal for the holy 
mother, he-was promoted to the degree of Dr. of 
Divinity, and of the Four Vows. At length pope 
Gregory XII. calling him away in 1581, he fent 
him, with others, the fan ein into the miffion 
of England, and the rather becaufe the brethren 
there told his holinefs, that the harvef was great, 
and the labourers few +.. Being fettled then in 
the metropolis of his own country, and re 
the chief provincial of the Jefuits in England, 
was taken notice of, that he affe&ted more tb 
exterior thew of a lord, than the humility of a 
prieit, keeping as grand an equipage, as money 
could then furnifh him with. Dr. Fuller {ays, that 
Our author was executed in the vee of Queen 
Elizabeth; but Sir Richard Baker tells us, that he 
was one of the chief of thofe 70 priefts that were 
taken in the year 1585; and when fome. of them 
were condemned, and the reft in danger of. the 
law, her Majefty caufed them all to be fhipp’d a- 
way, and fent outo: England. Upon Heywood’s 
being taken and committed to prifon, and the earl 
of Warwick thereupon ready to relieve his necef- 
fity, he made a copy of verfes, mentioned by Sir 
John Harrington, concluding with thefe two ; 


——— Thanks to that lord, that wills me good; 
For I want all things, faving hay and. wood. 


He afterwards went to Rome, and at laft fettled 
in the city of Naples, where he became famili- 
f Athen. Oxon, 
arly 
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arly known to that zealous Roman Catholick, 
John Pitceus, who {peaks of him with great refpeét. 

It is unknown what he wrote or publifhed 
after he became a Jefuit. It is faid that he 
was a great critic in the Hebrew language, 
and that he digefled an eafy and fhort method, 
(reduced into tables) -for novices to learn that 
language, which Wood fuppofes was a compendi- 
um of a Hebrew grammar. Our author paid the 
common debt of nature at Naples, 1598, and 
was buried in the college of Jefuits there. 
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Joun. Littry, 


4, Whiter who flourifhed in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; he was a Kentifh man, and in 

his younger years educated at St. Mary Magda- 
Jen College in Oxon, where in the year 1575 he 
took his degree. of Mafter of Arts. He was, 
fays Langbaine, a very clofe ftudent, and much 
addicted to poetry; a proof of which he has 
given to the world, in thofe plays which he has 
bequeathed to pofterity, and which in that age 
were well efteemed, beth by the court, and by 
the univerfity. He was one of the firft writers, 
continues. Langbain, who in thofe days attempted 
to reform the language, and purge it from obfo- 
lete expreffions. Mr. Blount, a gentleman. who 
has made himfelf known to the world, by feve- 
ral peces of his own writing (as Hore Subfecive, 
his Microcofmography, &c.) and who publifh- 
ed fix of thefeplays, in his title page ftiles 
him, the only rare poet of that time, the witty, 
comical, facetioufly quick, and unparallell’d John 
Lilly. Mr, Blount further fays, ‘ That he fat 


at 
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‘ at Apollo's table ; that Apollo gave him a wreath 
* of his own bays without {natching ; and that the 
* Lyre he played on, had no borrowed ftrings :’ He 
mentions a romance of our author’s writing, called 
Euphues ; our nation, favs he, are in his debt, for 
a new Englifh which he taught them; Euphues, 
and his England began-firft that language, and all 
our ladies were then his fcholars,, and. that 
beauty in court who could not read EKuphifm, was 
as little regarded, as fhe who now fpeaks not 
French. This extraordinary Romance I acknow- 
ledge I have not read, fo cannot from myfelf 


give it a character, fut f have fome reafon to 


believe, that it was a miferable performance, from 
the authority of the author of the Britith Theatre, 
who in-his. preface thus fpeaks of it; ‘ This Ro- 
‘‘ mance, fays he, fo fafhionable for its wit; fo 
«© famous in the court of Queen Elizabeth, and 
<‘ is faid_ to have introduced fo remarkable a 
“* change in our language, I have feen and read. 
«¢ Je is an unnatural affected jargon, in which the 
‘« perpetual ufe of metaphors, allufions, allegories, 
** and analogies, is to pafs for wit, and ftiif bom. 
‘ bait for language; and with this nonfenfe the 
“ court of Queen Elizabeth (whofe times afford- 
*¢ ed better models for ftile and’ compofition, than 
<¢ almoft any fince) became miferably infected, 
‘« and greatly help’d to let in all the vile pedan- 
** try of language in the. two following reigns ; 
«© fo much mifchief the mo ridiculous inftrument 
** may do, when he propofes to improve on the 
‘© fimplicity of nature.” 


Mr. Lilly has writ the following dramatic pieces 3 ; 


Alexander and Campafpe, a tragical comedy; 
play’d before the Queen’s Majeity on Y twelfth. nighr, 
by her Majelty’s ¢ children, and the childrea. of 
Si. Paul's, and afterwards at the Black Fryars ; 
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printed in 12mo. London, 1632. The ftory. of 
Alexander’s beftowing Campafpe, in the enamour- 
ed Apelles, is related by Pliny in his- Natural 
Fliftory.. Lib. xxxv. L. x. 

Endymion, a Comedy, prefented before Queen 
Klizabeth, by the children of her Majefty’s cha- 
ple, printed in 1zmo. 1632. The ftory of En- 
dymion’s being beloved by the moon, with com- 
ments upon it, may be met with in moft of the- 
Mythologifts. See Lucian’s Di: logues, between 
Venus and the Moon. Mr. Gambauld has. writ a 
romance called Endymion, tranflatéd into Englifh, 
8vo. 1639. 

Galathea, a Comedy, played before the Queen 
at Greenwich on New year’s day, at nicht, by 
the children of St. Paul's, printed in 1zmo. London, 
1632. Inthe charaers of Galathea and Philidia, 
the poet has copied the ftory of Iphis and Ianthe, 
which the reader may find at large in the ninth 
book of Ovid’s Metamorphofis. 

Maid’s Metamorphofis, a Comedy, aéted by the 
children of St. Paul’s, printed in 1zmo. 1632. 

Mydas, a Comedy, played before the Queen on 
‘Fwelfth-night, printed in 12mo. Londen, 1632. 
For the ftory, fee the xith book of Ovid’s Meta- 
morphofis. : 

Sappho and Phaon, a Comedy, played before the 
queen on Shrove-Tuefday, by the children of Paul’s, 
and afterwards at Black-Fryars, printed in Twelves, 
London 1632. This ftory the reader may learn 
from Ovid's Epiftles, of Sappho to Phaon, Ep. 21. 

Woman in the Moon, preiented before the Queen 
London 1667. Six of thefe plays, viz. Alexander 
and Campafpe, Endymion, Galathea and Mydas, 
Sappho and Phaon, with Mother Bombie, aComedy, 
by the fame author, are printed together under the 
title of the Six Court-Comedies, 12mo, London 
1632, and dedicated by Mr. Blount, to the lord 
vifcount Lumly’ of Waterford; the other‘ two are 


printed 
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printed fingly in Quarto. He -alfo wrote Loves 
Metamorphofis, a courtly paftoral, printed 1601. 
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Sir THOMAS OVERBURY 


| 7 AS fon of Nicholas Overbury, Efq; of Bur- 
ton in Glouceiterfhire, one of the Judges of 
the Marches +. He was born with very bright parts, 
and gave early difcoveries of a rifing genius. In 
1595, the 14th year of his age, he became a gentle- 
man Commoner in Queen’s-College in Oxford, and 
in 1598, as a “{quire’s fon, he took the degree of 
batchelor of arts; he removed from thence to the 
“Middle-Temple, in order ‘to ftady the municipal 
law, but did not long remain there *. His genius, 
which-was of a fprightly kind, could not bear the 
confinement of a ftudent, or the drudgery of read- 
ing law.; he abandoned it therefore, and travelled 
into France, where he fo improved himfelf in po- 
lite accomplifhments, that when he returned he was 
looked upon as one of the mo finifhed gentlemen 
about court: 
Soon after his arrival in England, he contraé- 
ed an intimacy, which afterwards grew into friend- 
_ fhip with Sir Rebert- Carre, a Scotch gentleman, a 
favourite with king James, and afterwards earl of 
Somerfet. Such was the warmth of friendfhip in 
which thefe two gentlemen lived, that they were 
infeparable. Carre ‘could enter. into no fcheme, 
nor purfue any meafures, without the advicé and 
concurrence of Overbury, nor could Overbury en- 
joy any felicity but in the company of him he 
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loved ; their friendfhip. was the fubje& of court- 
converfation, and their genius feemed fo much 
alike, that it was reafonable to fuppofe no breach 
could ever be produced between them ; but fuch 
it feems is the power of woman, fuch the influ- 
ence of beauty, that even the facred ties of 
friendfhip are broke afunder by the magic ener- 
gy of thefe fuperior charms. Carre fellin love with 
lady Frances Howard, daughter to the Earl of Suf- 
folk, and lately divorced from the Earl of Effex -, 
He communicated his pafion to his friend, who was 
too penctrating’ not to know that’'no man could 
live with much comfort, with a woman of the 
Countefs’s ftamp, of whofe morals he had a bad 
opinion; he infinuated to Carre fome fufpicions, 
and thofe well founded, againft her honour; he 
diffuaded him with all the warmth of the fincereft 
friendfhip, to defiit from a match that would in- 
volve him in mifery, and not to fuffer his pafiion 
for het beauty to have fo much {way over him, 
as to make him facrifice his peace to its indul- 


Carre, who was defperately in love, for- 
the. ties of honour as well as friendfhip, 
mmunicated to the lady, what Overbury had faid 
her, and they who have read the heart of wo- 
man, will be at no lofs to conceive what recep- 
tion fhe gave that unwelcome report. -She knew, 
that Carre was immoderately attached to Overbury, - 
that he was dire€led by his Council in ali things, 
and devoted to his intereft. , 


Earth has no curfe like love to hatred turn’d 
Nor Hell a fury like a woman fcorn’d, 


> 


‘This was literally verified in the cafe of the coun- 
tefs; fhe let loofe all the rage of which fhe was 
capable againft him, and as fhe panted for the con- 
fummation of the match between Carre ‘and her, 

fhe 
* Wint, ubi fupra, 
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the fo influenced the Vifcount, that he began to 
conceive a hatred likewife to Overbury.; and while 
he was thus fubdued by the charms of a wicked 
woman, he feemed to change his nature, and from 
the gentle, eafy, accefible, good-natured man he 
formerly appeared, he degenerated into the fullen, 
vindiétive, and implacable. One thing with re{pect 
to the countefs ought not to be omitted. She was 
wife of the famous Earl of Effex, who afterwards 
headed the army of the parliament againft the 
King, and to whom the imputation of impotence 
was laid. ‘The Countefs, in order to procure a 
divorce from her husband, gave it out that tho’ 
fhe had been for fome time in a married flate, 
fhe was yet,a virgin, and which it feems fat ve- 


ry uneafy upon her. To prove this, a jury of . 


ynatrons were to examine her and give their opinion, 
whether fhe was, or was not a Virgin: ‘This 
{crutiny _ the Countefs did not care to undergo, 
and therefore entreated the favour that fhe might 
enter masked to fave her blufhes ; this: was granted 
her, and fhe took care to have a young Lady pro- 
vided, of much the fame fize and exterior appear- 
ance, who perfonated her, and the jury allerted 
her to be an unviolated Virgin. ‘This precaution in 
the Countefs, no doubt, diminifhes her character, 
and is a circumftance not favourable to her ho- 
nour ; for if her husband had been really impo- 
tent as fhe pretended, fhe needed not have been 
afraid of the fearch; and it proves that fhe ei- 
ther injured her husband, by falfely afperfing 
him, or that fhe had violated ‘her honour with 
other men. But which ever of thefe caufes pre- 
vailed, had the Countefs been wife enough, fhe 
had no occafion to fear the confequences of a 
{crutiny ; for if I am rightly informed, a jury of 
old women can no more judge accurately whe- 
ther a woman has yielded her virginity, than 
they can by examining 2 dead body, .know 
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of what diftemper the deceafed died ; but be that 
as it may, the whole affair is unfavourable to her 
modefty’; ‘it fhews her a woman of irregular paf- 
fions, which poor Sir Thomas Overbufy dear- 
ly experienced ; for even after the -Countefs 
was happy in the embraces of the Earl of 
Somerfet, fhe could not forbear the perfecution of 
him ; the procured that Sir Thomas fhould be no- 
minated by the King to go ambaflador to Ruffia, a 
deftination fhe knew would difpleafe him , it being 
then no better than a kind of honourable grave ; fhe 
likewife excited Earl Somerfet to fem again his 
friend, and to advife-him {trongly to refufe the em- 
baffy, and at the fame time infinuate, that if 
he fhould, it would only be lying a few weeks 
in the Tower, which to a man well provided in all 
the neceffaries, as well as comforts of Life, had 
no great terror in it. ‘This expedient Sir Thomas 
embraced, and abfolutely refufed to go abroad ; 
upon which, on the twenty-firft of April 1613, he 
was, fent prifoner. to the Tower, and put under 
the care of Sir Gervis Yelvis, then lord lieutenant. 
The Countefs being fo far fuccefsful, began now 
to conceive great hopes of compleating her fcheme 
of affaffination, and drew over the Earl of Somerfet 
her husband, to her party, and he who a few years 
before, had obtained the honour of knighthood for 
Overbury, was now fo enraged againft him, that he 
coincided in taking meafures to murder his friend. 
Sir Gervis Yelyis, who obtained the lieutenancy b 
Somerfet’s intereft, was a creature devoted to his 
pleafure. He was a needy man. totally deflitute 
of any principles of honour, and was eafily pre- 
vailed upon to forward a {cheme for deftroying poor 
Overbury by poifon. Accordingly they confulted 
with one Mrs, Turner, the firft inventer (fays Win- 
ftaniey of that horrid garb of yellow ruffs and cuffs, 
and in which garb fhe was afterwards hanged) who 
having acquaintance with one James Franklin, a 
man 
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man. who it. feems was admirably. fitted to be a 
Cut-throat, agreed with, him to provide that which 
would not kill prefently, but caufe one to lan- 
guifh away by degrees. The lieutenant being 
engaged in the confpiracy,. admits one Wefton, 
Mrs. ‘Turner’s man, who under pretence of 
_waiting on Sir Thomas, was to do the horrid 
deed. The plot being thus formed, and. fuc- 
cefs promifing fo fair, Franklin buys various poi- 
fons, White Arfenick, Mercury-Sublimate, Can- 
tharides, Red-Mercury, with three. or four other 
deadly ingredients, which he delivered to Weiton, 
with inftructions how to ufe them; who put them in, 
to his broth and meat, increafing and diminifhing 
their ftrength according, as. he. faw him affeGed ; 
befides thefe, the Countefs fent him by. way. of 
prefent, poifoned tarts and jellies: but Overbury 
being of a ftrong conftitution, held long out againit 
> their influence : his, body broke out in blotches 
and blains, which occafioned the report induftri- 
oufly propagated by Somerfet, of his having died 
of the French Difeafe. At laft they produced his 
death by the application of a poifoned clyfter, by 
which he next day in painful agonies expired. Thus 
(fays Winftanley) “ by the malice of a.woman that 
** worthy Knight was murtnered, who yet full 
<< lives in that witty poem.of his, entitled, A Wife, 
** as is well exprefled by the verfes under his pic- 
<5 Ste 


A man’s beft fortune or his worift’s a wife, 
Yet J, that knew no marriage, peace nor Itrife 


Live by a good one, by a bad one loft my life. 


Of all crimes which the heart.of man. conceives, 
as none is fo enormous as. murder, fo it more 
frequently meets punifhment in this life than any 
other, This. barbarous’ affaffination was foon re- 
yealed.; for notwithftanding what the confpirators 
had 
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had given out, fufpicions ran high that Sir Thomas 
was poifoned; upon which Wefton was ftrittly ex- 
amined by Lord Cook, who before his lordfhip per- 
fifted in denying the fame; but the Bifhop of Lon- 
don afterwards converfing with’ him, prefling the 
thing home to his confcience, and opening all the 
terrors of another life to his mind, he was moved 
to confefs the whole. He related how Mrs. Tur- 
ner and the Countefs. became acquainted, and dif- 
covered all thofe who were any way concerned’in 
it ; upon which they were all apprehended, and 
fome fent to Newgate, and othets to the Tower. 
Having thus confefled, and being conviéted ac- 
cording to due courfe of-law, he was, hanged at 
Tyburn, after him Mrs. Turner, after her Frank- 
lin, then Sir Gervis Yelvis, being found guilty on 
their feveral arraignments, were executed ; fome of 
them died penitent. ‘The Earl and the Countefs 
were both condemned, but notwithftanding their 
guilt being greater than any of the other crimi- 
nals, the King, to the aftonifhment of all his fub- 
jets, forgave them, but they were both forbid tu 
appear at court. 

There was fomething ftrangely unaccountable 
in the behaviour of Somerfet after condemna- 
tion. When he was asked what he thought 
of his condition, and if he was preparing to 
die, he anfwered, that he thought not of it at 
all, for he was fure the King durft not command 
him to be executed. This ridiculous boafting and 
bidding defiance to his majefty’s power, was con- 
ftrued by fome in a very odd manner ; and there 
were not wanting thofe who afferted, that Somerfet 
was privy to a fecret of the King’s, which if it had 
been revealed, would have produced the ftrangeft 
coni{ternation in the kingdom that ever was known, 
and drawn down infamy upon his majefty for 
ever; but as nothing can be afcertained concern- 
ing it, it might feem unfair to impute to this filly 
Prince more faults than he perhaps committed : 
It 
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It is certain he was the flave of his favourites, 
and not the moft fhocking crime in them, it feems, 
could entirely alienate his affections, and it is doubt- 
ful whether the faving of Somerfet or the execution 
of Raleigh reflects moit difgrace upon his reign. 
Some have faid, that the body of Sir Thomas Over- 
bury was thrown into an obfcure pit ; but Wood 
fays it appears from the Tower regifters, that 
it was interred in the chapel ; which feems more 


probable: There is an epitaph which Winftanley - 


has preferved, written by our author upon him- 
felf, which I fhall here infert, as it ferves to i- 
luftrate his verfification. 


The {pan of my days meafured here I reft, 

That is, my body ; but my foul, his guett 

Is hence afcended, whither, neither time, 

Nor faith, nor hope, but only love can climb, 

~ Where being new enlightened, fhe doth know 

The truth, of all men argue of below : 
Only this duft, doth here in pawn remain, 
That when the world diffolves, fhe come again, 


The works of Overbury befides his Wife, which 
is reckoned the wittieft and moft finifhed of all, are, 
firft Characters, or witty defcriptions of the prophe- 
fies of fundry perfons. ‘This piece has relation to 
fome characters of his own time, which can afford 
little fatisfaction to a modern reader. 

Second, The Remedy of Love in two parts, a 
poem 1620, Odtavo, 2s. 

Third, Obfervations in his Travels, on the State 
of the feventeen Provinces, as they ftood anno 
1609. 


Fourth, Obfervations on the Provinces united, 


and the ftate of France, printed London 1651. 
Sir Thomas was about 32 years old when he 
was murthered, and is faid to have poffefled an ac- 
cutenefs, ‘and ftrength of parts that was aitconifhing; 
and fome have related that he was proud of his abi- 
3 lities, 
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lities, and over-bearing in company ;. but as there is 
no good authority for the aflertion, it is more agree- 
able to candour to believe him the-amiable knight. 
Winftanley draws him; as it feldom happens that a 
foul formed for the noble quality of friendthip is 
haughty and infolent. There is a tragedy of Sir 
Thomas Overbury wrote by the late. Richard Sa- 
vage, fon of earl Rivers, which was a@ed In 1723, 
(by what was-then ufually called The Summer Com- 
pany) with fuccefs ; of which we hall {peak more 
at-large in the life of that unfortunate gentleman. 
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7Y HERE are few things on record concerning 

] this poet’s life. Wood fays; that he. was a 
ftudent in Corpus-Chrifti College, Oxon; but in 
what country he.was born, or of what family, de- 
{cended, is no where fixed. Mr. Langbain fays, 
he can recover no other information of him, than 
what he learned from the teftimony of his bookfeller, 
whichis, “* That he was free. from. all obfcene 
“ {peeches, which is the chief ¢aufe of making'plays 

Odious to virtuous and modeft perfons; but he 
<‘ abhorred fuch writers and their works, and. pro- 
** fefled himfelf an enemy to all:fuch as fluffed 
their fcenes with ribaldry, and larded their 
lines with {currilous taunts, and jefts, fo that 
whatfoever éven in the {pring of his. years he 
prefented upon the private and public theatre, in 
his autumn.and declining age ‘he needed hot. to 
** to be afhamed of.’ He lived in friendfhip. with 
the famous Ben Johnfon,_ as appears by his.addref- 
fing to his name a tragi- comedy, called. Male-Con—- 
tent ; but. we afterwards find him refle&ting* pretty 
feverely on Ben, on account of his Cataline and. Se- 


janus, 
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janus; as the reader will find on the perufal of Marf- 
ten’s Epiftle, prefixed to Sophonifba.—‘ Know, 
« fays he, that I have not laboured in this poem, 
« to relate any thing as an hiitorian, but to enlarge 
‘ every thing as a poet. Tio tranfcribe authors, 
<‘ quote authorities, and to tranilate Latin profe 
<- orations’ into Englifh blank verfe, hath in this 
< fubyect been the leaft aim of my ftudies.”—— 
Langbain obferves, that none who are acquainted 
with the works of Johnfon can doubt that he is 
meant here, if they will compare the orations in Sa- 
luft with thofe in Cataline. On what provocation 
Marften thus cenfured his friend is unknown, but 
the practice .has been too frequently purfued, fo 
true is it, as Mr. Gay obferves of the wits, 
that they are. oft game cocks to one another, 
and fometimes verify the couplet. 


That they are ftill prepared to praife or to ab- 
~ boy as, 
Satire they have, and panegyric for us. 


hal 


A 


Marften has contributed eight plays to the ftage, 
which were all aéted at the Black Fryars with 
applaufe, and one of them called the Dutch Cour- 
tezan, was once revived fince the Reftoration, 
under the title of the Revenge, or a Match in 
* Newgate. In the year 1633 fix of this author’s 
plays were collated and publifhed in one volume, and 
dedicated to the lady vifcountefs Faulkland. His 
dramatic works are thefe : 


Antonio and Melida, a hiftory, ated by the 
children of St. Paul’s, printed in 1633. 

Antonius’s Revenge; or the fecond part of Anto- 
nio and. Melida. ‘Thefe two plays were printed in 
Oétavo feveral years before the new edition. 

Dutch Courtezan, a comedy frequently played at 
Black Fryars, by the children of the Queen’s Re- 


®; * The late Mr. C. Bullock, a comedian, and fome time ma- 
nager of Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields theatre, madea play from that piece. 
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vels,’ printed. in London. 1633.; :It-is taker froma 
French bouk called Les Contes da Mende, ; See the 
fame. ftory-in English, in-a: book of Novels,: cal- 
led. the, Palace of Pleafure in the: lat Novel. 
Infatiate Countefs, a Tragedy, acted! at» White- 
Fryars, printed in Quarto 1603, under. the title of 
Ifabella the infatiable countefs. of Suevia, It is 
faid that he meant Joan the fir queen of Jeru- 
dalem, Naples, .and Sicily.. The life of this queen 
has. employed many pens, both on poetry and 
novels. Bandello has related her ftory under the 
title of the Inordinate Life of the Countefs of Ce. 
Jant. ‘Lhe like ftory is related-iin God’s Revenge a- 
againit Adultery, under the name of Anne of Wer- 


7 


denberg, duchefs of Ulme, 

Male Content, a Tragi.Comedy, dedicated to 
old Ben, as I have. already. taken notice;:im which 
he heaps many fine epithets upon him, The firft 
defign of this play was laid by Mr. Webfter. 

arafitafter ; or the Fawn, a comedy, often pre- 
fented at the Black Fryars, by the children of the 
quecn’s, Revels, printed) in’ OGavo 1633. - This 
play was formerly - printed: in | quarto; 1606. 
Lhe Plot of Dulciinel’s cozening: the Duke by 
a@ pretended cifcovery of Tiberco’s love‘to her; is 
taken:from. Boccace’s: Novels. 

What ‘you’ will,:.a icomedy; printed: O@avo, 
London, 1653.) This) is fads to. be ‘one of our 
authar’s belt plays. The defign taken from: Plau- 
tus’s Amphitrion, 2 bee 

‘Wonder, of Women,, or Sophonisba, a tragedy, 
acted at Black Fryars, printed.in Otavo, 1633. 
The Buglith. reader, will. find..this ftory. defcribed 
by ,Sir,,Walter Raleigh, in, his hiftory of; the 
world. By, arid? 

Belides his..dramatic poetry. he. writ. three books 
ef Satires, entitled, The Scourge -of Villany, :prin- 
ted in O€tavo, London 1593. We have no account 
in, what,year.our, author, died, but we: find om 

nis 
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his! works were publifhed: after his death by the 
great Shakefpear, and it_ may perhaps. be ‘rea- 
fonably concluded that it was about the year 
1614. 
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"WAH ERE have been fome'agesin which’ provi- 
dence feemed -pleafed in a moft remarkable 
manner‘todifplay it felf, in giving to the world the 
fineft genius’s to,illuminate a people formerly. barba- 
rous. After'a long’ night-of Gothic ignorance, after 
many ages of prieitcraft'and fuperftition, learning and 
genius vifited our Ifland in the'days of the renown- 


ed Queen Elizabetly; It-was then that liberty began 


ta'dawn, :and the2people: having’ fhook off the re- 
itraints' of prieftly: aufterity, prefumed to think’ for 
“themfelves) At an /Zra fo° remarkable ‘as’ this, 
fo famous in: his fory, it feems no wonder that 
the « nation fhould be bleffed with thofe immor- 
tal ornaments of wit and learning, who all con- 
f{pired:at once to make it famousi——~This aftonith- 


ing genius; feemed to bé:commiflioned from above, : 


to deliver us not only from the ignorance under which 
werlaboured asito:poetry, but to ‘carry poetry almoft 
to ‘its’ perfection,’ . But: to write a panegyric on 
Shakefpear appears as’ unneceflary; as the  at- 
tempt would ‘be vain ; for whoever has any 
tafte for what is great, terrible, or tender, may 
meet’ with the ampleft gratification in Shakefpear ; 
ascmay thofe-alfo havea tafte for drollery and 
true ‘humour.’ His genius was almoft’ boundlefs, 
andshefucceeded alike in every part of writing. ‘I 
‘cannot forbear ‘giving a sg of Shakefpear in 
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the words of a great genius, in a’ prologue fpoken by” 
Mr. Garrick when he firft-opened Drury-lane houfe 
as Manager. ; 


When learning’s triumph o'er her barb‘rous foes, 

Firft rear’d the ftage; immortal Shakefpear 
rofe, ¥. 

Each change. of many-coloured life he drew, 

Exhauited worlds, and then imagined new, 

Exiftence faw him fpurn her bounded reign, 

And panting time ‘toiled after him, in vain. 


All men have difcovered.a curiofity to know 
the little ftories and particularities of a. great 
genius; for it often happens, that when we  at- 
tend a man to his clofet, and watch his moments 
of folitude, we fhall find fuch expreflions drop from 
him, or we may obferve fuch initances of peculiar 
conduét, as will let us. more into his real charac- 
ter, than ever we can difcover while we converfe 
with him in public, and when perhaps he appears 
under a kind of mask. There are but few things 
known of this great man; few incidents of. his life 
have defcended to pofterity, and tho’ no doubt the 
fame of his abilities made a great noife in the age in 
which he flourifhed ; yet his ftation was not fuch as 
to produce many. incidents, as it was fubject to 
but few viciffitudes:’-Mr. Rowe, who. well under- 
ftood, and -greatly admired Shakefpear. has been at 
pains to colleét what incidents were: known, or were 
to. be found concerning him ; and it is chiefly upon 
Mr. Rowe's authority we build theaccount now given. 

Our author, was the fonof JohnShakefpear, andwas 
born at Stratford upon Avon in Warwickhhire, April 
1594, at it appears by public records relating to that 
town. The family'from which he is defcended was of 
good figure and fafhion there, and are mentioned as 
gentlemen. His father, who was a confiderable:dea- 
icx in. wool, ‘being incumbred with a large family 


= 
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of ten children, could afford to give his eldeft fon 
but a flender education. He had bred him at a 
free {chool, where he acquired what Latin he was 
matter of, but how well he underftood that language, 
or whether after his leaving the fchool he made great- 
er proficiency in it, has been difputed and isa point 
very difficult to fettle. However it is certain, that Mr, 
John Shakefpear, our author’s father, was obliged to 
withdraw him early from fchool, in order to have his 
afliftance in his own employment, towards fupporting 
the reft of the family.“ It is without controverfy, 
“‘ fays Rowe, that in his works we fcarce find 
** any traces that look like an imitation of the an- 
“* cients. The delicacy of his tafte, and the natural 
** bent of his own great genius, equal, if not fupe- 
** rior to fome of the beft of theirs, would certainly 
** have led him to read and ftudy them with fo much 
pleafure, that fome of their fine images would na- 
“* turally have infinuated themfelves into, and been 
-mixed with his own writings; fo that-his not 
copying at leaft fomething irom them, may be 
an argument of his never having read them. 
“* Whether his ignorance of the ancients was dif- 
** advantageous to him or no, may admit of difpute ; 
“‘ for tho’ the knowledge of them might have 
“* made him more correét, yet it is not improba- 
“« ble, but that the regularity and deference for 
““ them which would have attended that corre&- 
** nefs, might have reftrained- fome of that hire, 
‘* impetuofity, and even - beautiful extravagance, 
* which we cannot help: admiring in Shakefpear.” 
As to his want of learning, » Mr. Pope makes 
the following juft obfervation: That there is certainly 
a vaft difference between learning and languages: 
How far he was ignorant of the latter, I cannot 
(fays he) determine; but it is plain he had much 
reading, at leaft, if they will not call it learning ; 
nor is it any great matter if a man has know. 
3 7 ledge, 
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ledg¢, whether-he has itifrom onelanguage or from 
another.! (Nothing ismore.evident, than thatthe had 
a tafte: for natural philofophy, mechanics,’ ancient 
and: modern ‘hiftory, poetical learning, and mytho- 
logy... .We find -him wery knowing in' the cuftoms, 
nites, and manners of the Romans. ‘In: Coriolanus, 
arid Julius:Cefar, “not only the fpirit but- manners 
of the Romans .are exactly ‘drawn ; and fila nicer 
diitipction-isathewn between the: manners of the Re- 
mans inthe:time of the former >and the latter. “Flis 
reading inthe ancient hiftorians isino lefs confpicu- 
ous; im many references to particular paflages’s and 
the. fpeeches copied from. Plutarch in Coriolanus 
may: as well: be,made inflances of ‘his learningas’ 
thofe copied from Cicero, mothe Cataline of Ben 
Jobafons |'Dhe; manners of ,other rations in gene- 
ral, othe i/Egyptians, Venetians, French, > &c.-are 
deawa jwith equal propriety.. Whatever, obje@ iof 
nature; or branch of {cience, he either {peaks or 
defcribes, it is always with: competent, “if notex- 
tenfive, knowledge. His defcriptions are ftill exaét, ' 
and his metaphors appropriated, and remarkably 
drawn. from, the nature and inherent qualities ‘of 
each, fubject. We. havetranflations from Ovid” 
publifhed in. his name, among; thofe »poems‘which ° 
afs for his, -and -for fome of which we have‘un- 
doubted:authority; sbeing publifhed by himfelf, and ° 
dedicated tothe Earl.of Southampton.: He appears 
alfo to have been converfant with Plautus, from 
whence -he -has taken the plot-of one of his plays ; 
he -follows,..the. Greek authors, sand »particularly 
Dares:Phrygius-in another, although Piwill not pre- 
tend, continues Mr. Pope, .to fay in what language 
he -read, them. , 3 
Mr. Warburton has ftrongly contended for Shakef- 
pear’siearning, andhas produced many imitations and 
parallel ;paflages with ancient,authors, in which I am 
inclined to:thinkshim right,andibeg:leave'to produce 
few,inftances of it, Helways, fays Mr, Warbur- 
Tony. 
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ton, makes. an “ancient fpeak the language of an 
ancient. So Julius Cefar, A&t I. Scene 11. 


Ye Gods, it doth amaze me, 

A man of fuch a feeble temper fhould 
So get the ftart of the majeftic world, 
And bear the palm alone. 


This noble image is taken from the Olympic 
games. ‘his majettic world is a fine xe iphrafis of 
the Roman Empire; majeftic, becaufe the Romans 


ranked themfelves on a footing with kings, and: a» 


world, becaufe they called their empire Orbis Ro- 
manus; but the whole -ftory feems to allude to 

Cefar’s great exemplar, Alexander, who, when he 
was asked whether he would run the courfe of the 
Olympic games, replied, Yes, if the racers were 
kings.——So again in Anthony and Cleopatra, A&t 
I. Scene I, Anthony fays with an aftonifhing fub- 
limity, 


Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide arch 
Of the razed Seay fall. 


i 


Taken from the Roman snot of ratfing triumphal 


arches to perpetuate their victories. 


And again, A& III. Scene IV. OAavia fays to 


Anthony, of the difference between him and her ” 


brother, 


«* Wars “twixt you.twain would be 
©. &-Ags af the world -fhould cleave, and that: 
~ © flain men 
“< Should folder up*the reft” ——- —— 


This thought feems taken from the ftory of 


Curtius leaping into the Chafm in the Forum, 
in order to clofe it, fo that, as that was clo- 
| . | G4 fed 
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fed by one Roman, if the whole world were te 
cleave, Romans only could folder it up. ‘The me- 
taphor of foldering is extreamly exact, according to 
Mr. Warburton ; for, fayshe, as metal is foldered 
up by metal that is more refined than that which 
it folders, fo the earth was to be foldered by men, 
who are only a more refined earth. 

The manners of other nations in general, the 
Egyptians, Venetians, French, &c. are: drawn with 
equal propriety. An inftance of this fhall be pro- 
duced with regard to the Venetians. In the Mer- 
chant of Venice, At IV. Scene I. 


——-——His loffes 
That have of late fo huddled on his back, 
Enough to prefs a royal merchant down. 


We are not to imagine the word royal to be 
a random founding epithet. It is ufed with great 
propriety by the poet, and defigned to fhew him 
well acquainted with the hiftory of the people, 
whom he here brings upon the ftage. For when the 
French and Venetians in the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, had won Conftantinople, the French ~ 
under the Emperor Henry endeavoured to extend 
their conquefts, in the provinces of the Grecian em- 
pire on the Terra firma, while the Venetians be- 
ing mafters of the fea, gave liberty to any fubject 
of the Republic,’ who would fit out vefiels to make 
themfelves malters of the ifles of the Archipelago 
and other maritime places, to enjoy their con- 
quefts in fovereignty, only doing homage to the 
Republic for their feveral principalities.. In. pur- 
fuance of this licence, the Sanudo’s, the Juftiniani, 
the Grimaldi, the Summaripa’s, and others, all Ve- 
netian merchants, erected principalities in the feve- 
yal places of the Archipelago, and thereby became 
truly, and properly Royal Merchants. 

But there are feveral places which one cannot 


forbear thinking a tranflation from claflic writers. 
in 
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In the Tempeft A& V.. Scene II. Profpero fays, 


— Ihave 
Called forth the mutinous winds 
And ’twixt the green fea, and the azured vault 
Set roaring war ; to the dread ratling thunder, 
_Have I given fire, and rifted Jove’s ftout oak, 
With his own bolt ; the {trong bas’d promontory, 
Have I made thake, and by the {purs pluckt up 
The pine and cedar; graves at my command 
Have waked their fleepers, op'd and let them 
forth 
By my fo potent art. 


So Medea in Ovid’s Metamorphofes, 


Stantia concutio cantu freta; nubila pello, 

Nubilaque induco, ventos abigoque, voco- 
que si 

Vivaque faxa fua convulfaque robora terra 

Et fylvas moveo ; jubeoque tremifcere montes, 

Et mugire folum, manefque exire fepulchris. 


But to return to the incidents of his life. Upon his 
quitting the grammar {chool, he feems to have entire- 
ly devoted himfelf to that way of living which his 
father propofed, and in order to fettlé in the world 
after a family manner, thought fit to marry while he 
was yet very young. His wife was the daughter of 
one Hatchway, faid to have been a fubftantial Yeo- 
man inthe neighbourhood of Stratford. In this kind 
of domeftic obfcurity he continued for fome time, 
till by an unhappy inftance of mifconduét,-he was 
obliged to quit the place of -his nativity, and take 
fhelter in London, which luckily proved the occafion 
of difplaying one of the greateft genius’s that ever 
was known in dramatic poetry. He had the 
imisfortuue to fall into ill company ; Among thefe 
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were fome who. made a frequent practice of Deer- 
ftealing, and.who engaged ‘hun more ‘than once in 
robbing a park, that belonged to Sir Thomas Lucy 
of CharlecotnearStratford ;‘for which he was profe- 
cuted by that gentleman, as he thought fomewhat 
too feverely ; and in ‘order to revenge himfelf of 
this fuppofed ill ufage, he made a ballad upon him ; 
and tho’this, probably the 'firft effay of his poetry, be 
loft, yet it jis faid to have been fo very bitter, that 
it redoubled the-profecution againft him to that de- 
gree, that (he was obliged to'leave his bufinefs and 
family »for: fome time, jand thelter himfelf in ~Lon- 
don. This Sir Thomas Lucy, was,’ it’s faid, af- 
terwards ridiculed by Shakefpear, under*the well 


Asnown character of Juftice Shallow. 


It is. at this time, and upon this aceident, that 
he is faid to have made his firft acquaintance in the 
playhoufe, Here: Ecahnot*forbear relating a ftory 
which Sir William’ Davenant told Mr?Betterton, who 
communicated it to Mr. Rowe ; Rowe told it Mr. 
Pope, and Mr.» Rope told it/to’ Dr. Newton, the 
late editor of Milton, and from a ‘¢entleman, who 
heard it from him, ’tis here related. ~ 

Concerning Shakefpear’s firft appearance in the 
playhoufe. When he came-to London, he was with- 
out money «and: friends, and ‘being a ftranger he 
knew, not to’ whom to apply, nor by what means 
to fupport himfelf. At that time coaches not 
being in ufe,: and as gentlemen ‘were accuftomed 
to ride to the playhoufe,’ Shakefpedr, (driven to the 
laft neceffity, went to the playhoufe door, and pick’d - 
up a little money by taking cate of the gentlemens 
horfes who came tothe play; hebecame eminenteven 
in that profeflion, and was taken notice of for his di- 
ligence and skill:invit ; hevhad foon ‘more bufinefs 
than-he himfelf could manage, and’ at laft hired 
hoys under “him, who were known by the. name of 


_ Shakdfpear’s boys Some of the’ players accidental- 


ly converfing with him; found him fo acutey and 
| mafter 
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mafter of fo fine a converfation, that flruck there- 
with, they and recommended him to the houfe, 
in, which he .was firft admitted in a very low 
ftation, but he did not long remain fo, for he foon 
diftinguifhed. himfelf, if not as an extraordinary 
actor, at.leait as a fine writer. His name is prin- 
ted, as the cuftom was in thofe times, among tt 
thofe of the other players, before fome old plays, 
but without any particular account of what fort of 
parts he ufed to play : and Mr. Rowe fays, “ that 
“* tho’ he. very “carefully enquired, he found the 
top of his performance was the ghof in his 
*“-own Hamlet.” “T fhould have been-much more 
pleafed,’? continues Rowe, * to have learned from 
‘* fome certain authority which was the frit play he 
writ; it would be without doubt, a pleafure to 
any man Curious in things of this kind, to fee 
“‘ and know What was ‘the firft effay of ‘a fancy 
“like Shakefpear’s.” The * higheft date which 
Rowe has been able to trace, is Romeo and Joliet, 
in 1597, when the author was thirty-three years old; 
and Richard IJ. and III. the next year, viz. the 
thirty-fourth of his age. ‘Tho’ the order of time in 
which his feveral pieces were written be generally 
uncertain, yet there are paflages in fome few of 
them, thatfeem to fix their dates. So the chorus at 
the end of the fourth a& of Henry V. by 4 compli- 
ment very handfomely turned to the Earl of Fifex, 
fhews the play to have been written when that Lord 
was general to the queen in Ireland; and his eulosium 
upon Queen Elizabeth, and her fuccefor King James 
in the latter end of his Henry VIII. is a proof 
of that play’s being written after the acceffion 
of the latter of thefe two princes to the throne of 
England. Whatever the particular times of his wri. 
ting were, the people of the age he lived in, who be- 

an to grow wonderfully fond of diverfions of this 
Find, could not but be highly pleafed to fee a genius 
atife aniongft them, of fo pleafurable, fo rich a vein, 
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and fo plentifully capable of furnifhing their favou- 
rite entertainments. Befides the advantage which 
Shakefpear had over all men in the article of wit, 
he was of a fweet, gentle, amiable difpofition, and 
was a moft agreeable companion ; fo that he became 
dear to all that knew him, both as a friend and as 
a poet, and by that means was introduced to the beft 
company, and held converfation with the fineft cha- 
raéters of his time. Queen Elizabethhad feveral of 
his plays aéted before her, and that princefs was too 
quick a difcerner, and rewarder ofmerit, to fuffer 
that of Shakefpear to be neglected. It is that mai- 

den princefs plainly whom he intends by 


A fair veftal, throned by the Weft. 


Midfummer night dream, 


And in the fame play he gives us a poetical and 
lively reprefentation of the Queen of Scots, and the 
fate fhe met with, 


Thou rememb’reft 4 

Since once J fat upon a promontory, 

And heard a fea-maid on a dolphin’s back, 
Uttering fuch dulcet and harmonious breath, 
That the rude fea grew civil at her fong, 

And certain ftars fhot madly from their {pheres, 
’T’o hear the fea-maid’s mufic. | 


Queen Elizabeth was fo well pleafed with the ad- 
mirable charaéter of Falftaff in the two parts of Hen- 
ry IV. that fhe commanded him to continue it in 
one play more, and to make him in love. This is 
faid to have been the occafion of his writing the 
Merry Wives of Windfor. How well fhe was obey- 
ed, the play itfelf is a proof ; and here I cannot help. 
obferving, that a poet feldom fuceeeds in any fub - 


jet affigned him, fo well as that which is his own 
. choice, 


J 
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choice, and where he has’ the liberty of felecting : 
Nothing is more certain than that Shakefpear has 
failed in the Merry Wives of Windfor. And tho’ 
that.comedy is not without merit, yet it falls fhort 
of his other plays in which Falftaff is introduced, 
and that Knight is not half fo witty in the Merry 
Wives of Windfor as in Henry IV. The humour 
is fcarcely natural, and does not excite to laugh- 
ter fo much as the other. It appears by the epi- 
logue to Henry IV. that the part of Falftaff was 
written originally under the name of Oldcaftle. 
Some of that family being then remaining, the 
Queen was pleafed to command him to alter it, up- 
onwhich he made ufe of the nameof Falftaff. The firit 
offence was indeed avoided, but fam not fure whe- 
ther the author might not be fomewhat to blame in 
his fecond choice, fince it is certain, that Sir John 
Falftaf’ who was a knight of the garter, and a i 
lieutenant-general, was a name of diftinguifhed 
merit in the wars with France, in Henry V. and | 
Henry VIth’s time. 

Shakefpear, befides the Queen’s bounty, was 
patronized by the Earl of Southampton, famous 
in the hiftory of that time for his friendfhip to the 
unfortunate Earl of Effex. It was to that noble- 
man he dedicated his poem of Venus and Ado- 
nis, and it is reported, that his lordfhip gave our 
author a thoufand pounds to enable him to go 
through with a purchafe he heard he had a mind to 
make. A bounty atthat time very confiderable, as 
money then was valued: there are few inftances 
of fuch liberality in our t mes. . 

There is no certain account when Shakefpear 
quitted the ftage for a private life. Some have thought 
that Spenfer’s Thalia in the Tears of the Mufes, 
where fhe laments the lofs of her Willy in the 
comic fcene, relates to our poet’s abandoning 
the ftage. But it is well known that Spenfer 
himfelf died in the year 1598, and five years 
after 
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after this we find Shakefpear’s name amongft 
the actors in Ben Johnfon’s Sejanus, which firlt 
nadé, its appearance in’ the year 1603, nor could 
he then haye ‘any thoughts of retiring, fince’ that _ 
very year, a licenfe by. King James the. firft was 
granted to him, with Burbage, Philipps, Hemmings, 
Condel, &c. to exercife the art of playing come- 
dies, tragedies, &c, as well at their ufual houfe 
called the Globe on the other fide the water, as 
in any other parts of the kingdom, during his 
Majeity’s pleafure. This licenfe is printed in Ry- 
mer’s Fzdera ;_befides it is Certain, Shakefpear did 
not write Macbeth till after the acceffion of James 
I. which he did as a compliment to him, as he 
there embraces the dotrine of witches, of which 
his Majefty was fo fond that he wrote a book cal- 
led .Demonalogy, in‘ defence of their exiftence 3 
and likewife at that time began to touch for the 
Fvil, which Shakefpear has taken notice of, and 
paid him a fine turned compliment. So that what 
Spenier there fays, if it relates at all. to Shakefpear, 
muft hint at fome occafional recefs which Khe made 
for.a time. 

What particular friendthips he contracted with pri- 
vate men, we cannot at this time know, more than 
that every one who had a true tafte for merit, and 
could diftinguifh men, had generally a juft value 
and efleem for him. His exceeding candour and 
good nature muft certainly have inclined all the 
gentler part of the world to love him, as the pow- 
er of “his wit obliged the men of the moft refined 
knowledge and polite learning to admire him, His 
acquaintance with Ben Johnfon began with a re- 
markable piece of humanity and good nature Mr, 
Johnfon, who was at that time altogether unknown 
to the world, had offered one of his plays to the 
fiage, in order to have it a€ted, and the perfon into 
whofe hands it was put, after having turned it care. 
lefsly over, was ‘juft upon returning it to him with 
an ill-natured anfwer, that it would be of no fer~ 
vice 


SHAKESPEAR. = 135 
vice to their company, when Shakefpear luckily, 
caft his eye uponit, and found fomething fo well in 

it, as to engage him, firft to read it through, and. 
afterwards. to, recommend, Mr.. Johnfon,, and -his. 
writings to the public... ee aur ee La 
~The latter part of our author's. life was {pent in 

eafe and retirement, he had the good fortune to ga- 
ther an eftate, equal to his wants, and in that to 

his wifh, and is faid.to have fpent fome years before 

his death in his native Stratford. , His, pleafant wit 

and good nature engaged him in the acquaintance, , 
and entitled him to the friendfhip, of\ths gentlemen , 
of the neighbourhood. It is: fill remembered; in. 
that county, that he had a particular intimacy with, 
one Mr. Combe, an old gentleman, noted there-, 
abouts for his wealth and ufury.. It happened that 
in a pleafant converfation amongit their common 
friends, Mr. Combe -merrily told Shakefpear, that 
he fancied he intended to write his ep:taph, if he 
happened to out-live him ; and., finge, be could 
not know what, might be {aid of him when dead,, 
he defired it might be done immediately. ;, upon 
which Shakefpear gave him thefe lines.. ; 


‘Ter in the hundred lyes here engraved, 

Tis a hundred to ten his foul is not faved : 

If any man asketh who lies in this-tomb?; . , 

Oh! oh! quoth the Devil, "tis my John-a-Combe. , 
But the tharpnefs of the fatire is {aid to have. ftung 

the man fo feverely, that he never forgave it. 


Shakefpear died in the fifty-third year of his age, 
and was buried on the North fide of the chancel im, 
the great church at Stratford, where a, monument AS » 
placed on the wall. "Fhe following, is the infcription . 
on his grave-ftone. ., ¥, ot yy pts gh 

‘Good friend, for Jefus fake forbear, 

To dig the duft inclofed here. 
Bleft, be the man that {pares thefe fiones; 
And curs’d be he that moves my bones, 
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He had three daughters, of whom two lived to 
be married ; Judith the elder to Mr. Thomas Quin- 
cy, by whom fhe had three fons, who all died With- 
out children ; and Sufannah, who was his favourite, 
to Dr. John Hall,.a’ phyfician of good reputation in 
that county. She left one child; a daughter, who 
was married to Thomas Nafh, Efg; and afterwards 
to Sir John Bernard, of Abington, but deceafed 
likewife without iffue. . 

His dramatic writings were firft publithed toge- 
ther in folio 1623 by fome of the alors of the diffe. 
rent companies they had been aéted in, and perhaps by 
other fervants of the theatre into whofe hands copies 
might have fallen, and fince republifhed by Mr. Rowe, 
Mr. Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir Thomas Hanmer, and 
Mr. Warburton. 

Ben Johnfon in his difcoveries has made a fort 
of effay towards the charaéter of Shakefpear, [I 
fhall prefent it the reader in his own words, 


‘ I remember the players have often mentioned 
€ it as an honour to Shakefpear, that in writing he 
“‘never blotted out a line. My anfwer hath been, 
* would he‘had blotted out a thoufand! which they 
* thought a malevolent fpeech. I had not told. 
‘ -pofterity this, but for their ignorance, who chufe 
* that circumftance to commend their friend by, 
‘ wherein he moft faulted; and to juftify my own. 
‘character, (for Ilov’d the man, and do honour to 
‘ his memory, on this fide idolatry, as much as, 
‘ any). He was indeed honeft, and of an Open free” 
*“ nature, had an excellent faucy, brave notions, 
‘ and gentle expreflions, wherein he flowed with | 
‘ that facility, that fometimes it was neceflary he 
‘ fhould be ftopp’d.. His wit was in his ‘own 
‘ power: would the rule of it had been fo. Ma- 
‘ ny times he fell into thofe things which could 
“ not efcape laughter, as when he faid in the 
£ perfon of Cefar, one {peaking to him, 
79 | : *“Coelar 
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“* Cefar thou doft me wrong.” 


* He replied, ‘‘ Czefar did never wrong, but with 
‘© juft caufe ;” : 


© And fach like, which were: ridiculous ; but 
‘ he redeemed his vices with his. virtues ;. there 
© was ever more in them to be praifed, ‘than to be 
« pardoned.’ Ben in his converfation with Mr. Dru- 
mond of Hawthornden, faid, that. Shakefpear 
wanted art, and fometimes fenfe. The truth - is, 
Ren was himfelf a better critic than: poet,. and 
though he was ready at difcovering the faults of 
Shakefpear, yet he was hot mafter of fuch a, ge- 
- nius, as to rife to his excellencies ; and great as John- 
fon was, , hé appears not a little tin@ured with envy, 
Notwithftanding the defects of Shakefpear, he 
is jultly elevated above all other dramatic writers. 
If ever any author deferved the name of original 
(fays Pope) it was he: * * His poetry was infpi- 
‘ ration indeed; he is not fo-much an imitator, 
‘ as inftrament of nature; and it is not fo juft to 
‘ fay of him that he fpeaks from her, as that fhe 
« fpeaks through him.. His characters are fo much 
‘ nature herfelf, that it is a fort of injury to call 
‘ them by fo diftanta name as copies of her. The 
‘ power over our paffions was likewife never pof- 
‘ feffed in fo eminent a degree, or difplayed in fo 
‘ many different inftances, nor was he: more: a 
‘ mafter of the great, than of the ridiculous in, 
‘ human-nature, nor only excelled in the pafhons, 
‘ fnce he was full: as admirable in the coolnefs 
“ of refleftion and reafoning : His fentiments are not 
« only in geneial the moft pertinent and judicious up- 
‘on every fubject, but bya. talent very peculiar, 


* Preface to Shakefpear. 3 
* fomething. 
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‘ fomething between penetration .and felicity, he 
* hits upon that particular ‘point, ‘on “which the 
‘ bent of each argument, or the force of each mo- 
* tive depends.’ 

Our author’s plays are to be diftinguifhed only 
into Comedies and Tragedies. 'Thofe which are 
called Hiftories, and even fome’of his Comedies, 
are really Tragedies, with a’ mixture of Comedy 
amongft them.’ That way of "Tragi-comedy ‘was 
the common miftake of that age, ‘and is indeed be- 
come’ fo agreeable to the English taftes ‘that thouch 
the ‘{éverer ¢ritics among us cannot bear It, ‘yet 
the genetality’of our audiences feem better pleafed 
with it than an exa&t Tragedy. There is certainly 
a great deal ‘of entértainment’in his comic hu- 
mours, ‘and ‘a pleafing and’ well diftinguifhed vari- 
ety in thofe charaCters ‘He thought fit “to exhibit 
with;* His ‘images’ are indéed every where fo live- 
ly;’that the thing he would ‘reprefent ftands full 
before’ ‘you, ‘and you “pofféfs every part of ‘it; of 
which this inftance is aftonifhing :"it'is an ‘image 
of patience: Speakine ofa maid in love, -he fays, 


H+ She never told: her love, 
But lec’concéalment, like a2 ‘worm. 7’th’bud, 
Feed on her damask ‘cheek’: She pin’d in thought, 
And fat like patience on ‘a’moriument, 
Siniling’ at grief. tore o 


But what is charattériftically the talent ‘of Shake. 
fpear, and which perhaps is the moft excellent part 
of ‘the drama, ‘is the manners’ of his perfons, *in 
ating “and‘‘in ‘fpeaking what’ is proper for them, 
and fit to be fhewn by the Poet, ‘in making an ap- 
parent ‘difference’between his charaéters, and mark- 
ing évery one in’ the ‘ftrongeft manner. 

Poets who have not a little fucceeded in writ- 
ing. for the ftage, have-yet fallen {hort of their 
great original in the general power of the drama ; 
none 
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none ever found -fo ‘ready ‘a road to’ the heart ; 
his tender fcenes are’ inexpreflibly moving, ‘and 
fuch as are meant to raife terror, are no lefs ,a- 
larming ; but then Shakefpear does not much shine 
when he is confidered by particular paflages ; he 
fometimes debafes the ‘nobleft images in nature 
by éxpreffions Which’ aré too ‘vulgar for poetry. 
The © ingenious ‘author of ‘the ‘Rambler has ob- 
ferved, that in the invocation of Macbeth,ybefore he 
proceeds ‘tothe ‘murder of Duncan, when he thus 
exprefies’ -himfelf, ° 7 | 


—i——Come thick night f 

And veil thee, in the dunneft fmoke of hell, 
_ Nor heaven peep thro’ the blanket of the. dark, 

Totery hold; hold) °° athe Gah 
that the ‘words ‘dunneft and blanket, which, are 
fo common in vulgar'mouths, deftroy in fome man- 
ner the grandeur of the'image, and were two words 
of a higher fignification, arid’ removed above. com- 
mon ufe, put in their place, J may challenge po- 
etry itfelf to furnifh an image fo noble. Poets,of 


an inferior -clafs; ‘when confideted* by ‘particalar, 
paflages, are excellent,’ but then their ideas are not” 
{6 Great, their drama’ isnot ‘fo ftriking, and itis. 
plain enough that they poffefs not fouls fo ele- 
vated as Shakefpear’s.» What can be more beau-_ 
tiful than ~the ‘flowing enchantments, of Rowe: 
the delicate and tender touches of Otway, and. 
Southern, or the melting ehthufiafm of Lee and* 
Dryden, but “yet none. of their pieces have affect- 


ed the human heart like Shakefpear’s.. 


But I cannoc conclude the character of Shake-" 


fpear, without taking notice, that befidés the fuf- 
frage of almoft: all wits ‘fince his time in his fa- 
vour, he is‘particulatly happy in that of Dryden, 
who had read and ftudied him‘clearly, fometimes 
borrowed from him, and .well knew where his 
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ftrength lay. In his Prologue to the Tempeft. al- 
tered, he has the following lines ; 


Shakefpear, who taught by none, did firft impart, 

To Fletcher wit, to Jab’ring Johnfon, art.- 

He, monarch-like gave there his fubjects law, 

And is that nature which they paint and draw ; 

Fletcher reached that,-which. on his heights did 
row, 

While Johnion crept, and gathered all below : 

This did his love, and this his mirth digett, 

One imitates him moft, the other bett. 

If they have fince eutwrit all other men, 

"is from the drops which fell from Shakefpear’s 


en. 
fine: 2 florin which vanifhed on the neighb’ring 
fhore 
Was taught by Shakefpear’s ‘Tempeft firft to roar, 
That innocence and beauty which did {mile 
In Fletcher, grew in this Inchanted Ife. 
But Shakefpear’s mag c could not copied be, 
- Within that circle none darft walk but he. 


The plays of this great author, which are forty~. 


three in number, are as follows, 

1. The Tempeft, a Comedy a@ed in the Black 
Fryars with applaute. 

2. The 'I'wo Gentlemen of Verona, a Comedy 
Writ at the command of Queen Elizabeth. 

3. The firft and fecond part of King Henry IV. 
the character of Falftaff in ,thefe. plays is juftly 
efleemed a mafter-piece ; in the fecond part is the 
coronation of King Henry. V. Thefe are founded 
upon Englifh Chronicles, 

4: The Merry Wives of Windfor, a Comedy, 
written at the command of Queen Elizabeth. 

5. Meafure for Meafure, a Comedy,; the. plot of 
this play is taken from Cynthio Ciralni. 


t Alluding to'the fea voyage of Fletcher. 
6. The. 
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6. The Comedy of Errors, founded upon Plau- 
tus Menechmi. 

7- Much Ado About Nothing, a Comedy; for 
the plot fee Ariofto’s Orlando Furiofo. 

8. Love’s Labour Loft, a’ Comedy. 

9- Midfummer’s Night’s Dream, a Comedy. 

10. ‘The Merchant of Venice, a Tragi-Comedy, 

11. As you Like it, a Comedy. | 

12. The Taming of a Shrew, a Comedy. 

13. All’s Well that Ends Well. 

14. The Twelfth-Night, or’ What you Will, a 
Comedy. In this play there is fomething fingularly 
ridiculous in the fantaftical fteward Malvolio ; part 
of the plot taken from Plautus’s Mznechmi. 

15. The Winter’s Tale, a ‘Tragi-Comedy; for 
the plot of this play confult Doraftus and Faunia. 

16. The Life and Death of King John, an hifto- 
rical play. 

17. The Life and Death of King Richard IT: a 

Tragedy. 
18. The Life of King Henry V. an hiftorical 
lay. | 
F 19. The Firft Part of King Henry VI. an hifto- 
rical play. 

20. The Second Part of King Henry VI. with 
the death of the good Duke Humphrey. 

21. The ‘Third Part of King Henry VI. with 
the death of the Duke of York. Thefe plays con- 
tain the whole reign of this monarch. 

zz. The Life and Death of Richard III. with 
the landing of the Earl of Richmond, and the bat- 
tle of Bofworth field. In this part Mr. Garrick 
was firft diftinguifhed. 

23. The famous hiftory of the Life of King 
Henry VIII. : 

24. ‘Troilus and Creflida, a Tragedy; the plot 
from Chaucer. 

25. Coriolanus, a Tragedy; the ftory from the 
Roman Hiftory, , 

26. Titts 


= : = a e%5 ied 
aie 


SiRRR 


——t 


SHIPS 


=— 


Le. 


tatnnasae 
me 5088S: 


ae 


Sse Spe cher Rmeet rsd ERED ADE Fe TR RE ar ROE eS AEE Ret oe Cee RS 
<e : = : oe : . - . ret mre bbs casa 


JS Sessa 


a 


= 


142 The Lire /of) 


26. Titus Androni icus, a ‘Tragedy. 

27. Romeo and Juliet, a Tragédy ; the plot from 
Bandello’s Navels.. 'This,is. perhaps onesof the moft 
affecting plays of Shakefpear :, it-was,not long fince 
acted fourteen, nights-together..at both: houfes,; at 
the fame time, ‘and it was; afew, years before.re- 

vived and. acted’ twelve nights with applaufe at the 
little theatre in the Haymarket. 

28. Timon of Athens, a Tragedy; the plot 
from Lucian’s Dialogues: : 

2g. Julius Cxfar, a Tragedy. 

30. The Tragedy of Macbeth; the plot from 
Buchanan, ‘and other Scotch writers. 

31. Hamlet Prince of Denmark, a Tragedy. 

3z. King Lear, a Tragedy,; for the plorfee. Le- 
land, Monmouth. 

33. Othello, the Moor of Venice, a Tragedy ; 
the plot from Cynthio’s Novels. 

34.,Anthony and, Cleopatra;. the; ftory from 
Plutarch. 

35. Cymbeline, a Tragedy ;- thesplot.from Boc- 
cace’s Novels. 

36. Pericles Prince of: Tyre,, am hiftorical play. 

37. The London Prodigal, a Comedy. 

38. ‘The Lifeand Death of T’homas Lord Crom- 
well, the favourite of King Henry. VIII. 

39. ‘The Hiftory of Sir John Oldcaftle, the good 
Lord Cobham, a ‘Tragedy... See Fox’s Book .of 
Martyrs. 

40. ‘Fhe Puritan, or the Widow of Watling- feet, 
a Comedy. 

at. A Yorkfhire Tragedy ;, this is rather an In- 
terlude than a Tragedy, being very fhort, and not 
divided into-A¢ts, 

42. The Tragedy of Locrine, the eldeft fon of 
Ra Brutus. See,the ftory in Milton’s caine of 
England. 


Our ages Chick démonftrates its tafte, m nothing 
fo truly. and juftly as in the admiration it pays " 
the 
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the works:of Shakefpear,.has had the honour of 
raifing a. monument for him in Weftminfer Abbey ; 
to effeGt which,. the Tragedy. of Julius, Cefar. was 
acted at the Theatre Royal.in Drury Lane,,April 
284 1738), andthe profits ariling. from it depofited 
inthe hands.of the earl of Burlington, Mr. Pope,:Dr. 
Mead, and others, inorder to be laid out upon the faid 
monument. A new Prologue and Epilogue were fpo- 
ken on that. occafion, the Prolague,was, writtqn: by 
Benjamin Martyn efquire; the Jipilogue by the;hon. 
James, Noel efquire,. and.fpoke| by Mrs. Porter. 
- On. Shakefpear’s, monument there is a noble :epi- 
taph, taken from: his, own Tempett, and is excel- 
lently appropriated to him ; with this let us clofe 
his. life, only with. this obfervation, that his works 
-will never be forgot, ’till that epitaph is fulfilled.— 
, When 


The.cloud capt towers, the gorgeous pala 
ces, 

The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf 

And all which it inherit fhall diffolve, 

And like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion 

Leave not a wreck behind. 
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JosHuA SYLVESTER, 


HE tranflator of the famous Du Bartas’sWeeks 

and Works ; was cotemporary with George 
Chapman, and flourifhed in the end of Elizabeth 
and King James’s reign; he was called by the 
poets in his time, the filver-tongw’d: Sylvefter, 
but it is doubtful whether, he received any 
academical education. In his early years he is 
reported to have beena merchant adventurer ™, Queen 


* Athenze Oxon, p. 594» 


Eliza- 


ie SRE Re Ti te RO ee TEENY = ae 


SRE be Eset wisn tate 


= 


eR oe 
SS 


Py Actas 


4 
3 
% 


The Lire of 


Elizabeth is faid to have had a refpe& for him, 
her fuceeflor ftill a greater, and Prince Henry great- 
er than his father ; the prince fo valued our bard, 
that he made him his firft Poet-Penfioner. He 
was not mre celebrated for his poetry, than his’ 
extraordinary private virtues, his iobriety and fin- 
ceve attachment to the duties of religion. He was 
alio remarkable for his fortitude and refolution in 
combating adverfity : we are further told that he 
was perfectly acquainted with the French, Italian, 
Latin, Dutch and Spanifh languages. And it is 
related of him, that by endeavouring to corre&t the 
vices of the times with too much afperity, he ex- 
pofed himfelf to the refentment of thofe in power, 
who fignified their difpleafure, to the -mertification 
and trouble of the author. Our poet gained more 
reputation by the tranflation of Du Bartas, than by 
any of his own compofitions. Befides his Weeks and 
Works, he tranflated feveral other productions of that 
author, namely, || Eden, the Deceit, the Furies, the 
Handicrafts, the Ark, Babylon, the Colonies, the 
Columns, the Fathers, Jonas, Urania, Triumph of 
Faith, Miracie of Peace, the Vocation, the Daw ; 
the Captains, the Trophies, the Magnificence, &c. 
alfo a Paradox of Odes de Ja Nove, Baron of 
Teligni with the Cuadrians of Pibeac; all which 
tranilations were generally well received ; but for 
his own. woiks, which were bound up with them, 
they received not, fays Winftanley, fo general an 
approbation, as may be feen by thefe verfes ; 


We know thou doft well, 
As a’tranflator 
But where things require 


A genius and fire, 


|| Winft, Lives of the Poets, p. 109, 
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Not. kindled before by others pains, 
As often thou haft wanted brains. 


In the year. 1618 this author died at Middle- 
burgh in Zealand, aged 55 years, and had the fol- 
lowing epitaph made on him by his great admirer 
John Vicars beforementioned, but we do not find 
that it was put upon his tomb-ftone. 

Here lies (death’s too rich prize) the corpfe in- 

terr’d 
Of Jofhua Sylvefter Du Bartas-Pier; | 
A man of arts beft parts, to God, man, dear; 
In foremoft rank of poets beft preferr’d. 
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SAMUEL DANIEL 

yf AS the fon of a mufic mafter, and born 

near Taunton in Somerfetfhire, in the year 

1562. Ini57g he was admitted a commoner in 
Magdalen Hall in Oxford, where he remained a- 
bout three years, and by the afliftance of an ex- 
cellent tutor, made a very great proficiency in aca- 
demical learning; but his genius inclining him more 
to ftudies of a gayer and fofter kind, he guitted 
the Univerfity, and applied himfelf to hiftory and 
poetry... His own merit, added to the recommen- 
-dation of his brother in law, (John Florio, fo 
well known for his Italian Dittionary) procured 
him the patronage of Queen Anne, the confort 
of King James I. who was pleafed to confer on 
him the honour of being one of the Grooms of 
the Privy-Chamber, which enabled him to rent 
a houfe near London, where privately he 
compofed many of his dramatic pieces. He was 
Mo. I..N®3. tutor 
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tutor to Lady Ann Clifford, and on the death of 
the great Spenfer, he was appointed Poet Laureat 
to Queen Elizabeth. Towards the end of his life 
he retired to.a farm which he had at Becking- 
ton near Philips-Norton in Somerfetfhire, where 
after fome time fpent in the fervice of the Mufes, 
and in religious contemplation, he died in the year 
1619. He left no iflue by his wife Juitina, to 
whom he was married feveral years. Wood fays, 
that in the wall over his grave there is. this infcrip- 
fi0n ; 


Here lies expeéting the fecond coming of ;our 
Thord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, the dead body 
of Samuel Daniel efquire, that excellent poet 
and hiftorian, who was tutor to. Lady Ann 
Clifford in her youth, fhe that “was daughter 
and heir to George Clifford earl of Cumberland ; 
who in gratitude to him erected this monument 
to his memory a long time after, when fhe was 
Countefs Dowager of Pembroke, Dorfet and 
Montgomery. He died in OGtober, Anno 1619. 


Mr. Daniel’s poetical works, confifting of dra- 
matic and other pieces, are as follow ; 


1. The Complaint.of Rofamond. 

2. A Letter from Oftavia to. Marcus Antonius, 
8vo. 1611. 

Thefe two pieces refemble each other, both -in 
fubjet and ftile, being written ig the Ovidian 
manner, with great tendernefs and variety of paf- 
fion.. The meafure is Stanzas of feven lines. 
Let the following fpecimen fhew the . harmo- 
ny and delicacy of his numbers, where he makes 
Rofamond fpeak of beauty in as expreflive a man- 
ner as defcription can reach. 
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Ah! beauty Syren, fair inchanting good, 

Sweet jilent rhetoric of perfuading. eyes ; 2 

Dumb eloquence whofe power doth move the 
blood, 

More than the words or wifdom of the wife ; 

Still harmony whofe Diapafon lies, 

Within a brow ; the key which paflions move, 

To ravifh fenfe, and play a world in love. 


3- Hymen’s Triumph,. a Paftoral Tragi-Comedy 
prefented at the Queen’s Court'in the Strand, at 
her Majefty’s entertainment of the King, at the 
nuptials of lord Roxborough; London, 1623, Ato. 
It is introduced by a pretty contrived Prologue 
by way of dialogue, in which Hymen is oppofed 
by avarice, envy and jealoufy; in this piece our 
author fometimes touches the paffions with a very 
delicate hand. 

4. The, Queen’s Arcadja, a Paftoral Tragi-Co- 
medy, prefented before her Majefty by the univerfi« 
ty of Oxford, London 1623, ato. 

5. The Vifion of the Twelve Goddeffes, prefent- 
ed in a Mafque the 8th of January at Hampton- 
Court, by the Queen’s moft excellent Majefty and 
her Ladies. London 1604, 8vo. and 1623, 4to. 
It is dedicated to'the Lady Lucy} countefs of Bed- 
ford. His defign-under the fhapés, and in the 
perfons of the ''welve Goddefles,° was to thadow 
out the bleflings which the nation enjoyed, under 
the peaceful reign of King James I. By Juno 
was reprefented Power ; by Pallas Wifdom and 
Defence; by Venus, Love and Amity ; by Vefta, 
Religion ; by Diana, Chattity; by’ Proferpine, 
Riches ; by Macaria, Felicity ; by Concordia, the 
Union of Hearts; by Aftrea, Juftice; by Flora, 
the Beauties of the Earth; by Ceres, Plenty ; 
and by ‘l’'athys, Naval Power. 

6. ‘The Tragedy of Philotas, 1611, $vo. it is 
dedicated to the Prince, afterwards King CharlesI, 
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This play. met with fome oppofition, becaufe it 
was reported that the character of Philotas was 
drawn for the unfortunate earl of Eflex, which 
obliged the author to vindicate himfelf from 
this charge, in an apology printed at the end 
of the play; both this play, and that of Cleopa- 
tra, are written after the manner of the ancients, 
with a chorus between each att. 

7. The Hiftory of the Civil.Wars between the 
Houfes of York and Lancafter, a Poem in eight 
books, London, 1604, in 8vo. and 1623, 4to. 
with his picture before it. 

8. A Funeral Poem on the Death of the Earl 
of Devonfhire, London, 1603, 4to. 

g. A Panegyric Congratulatory, delivered to the 
King at Burleigh-Harrington in Rutlandfhire, 1604 
and 1623, 4to. 

10. Epittles to various great Perfonages in Verfe, 
London, 1601 and 1623, 4to. 

11. The Paflion of a Diftrefled Man, who be- 
ing on a tempeft on the fea, and- having in his 
boat two women (of whom he loved the one who 
difdained him, and fcorned the other who loved 
him) was, by command of Neptune, to caft out 
one of them to appeafe the rage of the tempett, 
but which was referred to his own choice. If 
the reader is curious to. know the determination 
of this man’s choice, itis fummed up in the con- 
cluding line of the poem. 


She muft be caft away, that would not fave. 


12. Mufcphilus, a Defence of Learning; writ- 
ten dialogue-wife, addrefled to Sir Fulk Greville. 

13. Various Sonnets to Delia, 57 in number. 

14. An Ode. 15. A Paftoral. 16. A Defcrip- 
tion of Beauty. 17. ‘To the Angel Spirit of Sir 
Philip Sidney. 18. A Defence of Rhime. All 
thefe pieces‘ are publifhed together in two vo- 
lumes, 


~ 
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lumes, 12mo. under the title of the poetical pieces 
of Mr. Samuel Daniel. 

But however well qualified our author's eenivs 
was for. poetry, yet Langbain is of Opinion that 
his hiftory is the crown of all his works, It was 
printed about the year 1613, and dedicated - to 
Queen Anne, It reaches from the ftate of Britain 
under the Romans, to the beginning of the reign 
of Richard NH. His hiflory has received enco 
miums from various hands, as well as his poetry : 
It was continued by John Truful, with like 
brevity and candour, but not with equal ele- 
gance, ‘till the reign of Richard IfI, A.D. 1484. 
Mr. Daniel lived refpected by men of worth 
and fathion, he pafled through life witheut taft- 
ing many of the vicifitudes of fortune; he feems 
to have been a fecond rate genius, and a tolera- 
ble verfifier; his poetry in fome places is tender, 
but want of fire is his charaéteriftical fault. 
He was unhappy in the choice of his fubjec&. 
of a civil war for a poem, which obliged him 
to defcend to minute defcriptions, and nothing 
merely narrative can properly be touched in po- 


etry, which demands flights of the imagination and 
bold images. 


Sr Joun HARRINGTON, 


ORWN at Kelfton near the city of Bath, was 
the fon of John Harrington ef{quire, who was 
imprifoned in the Tower in the reign of Queen 
Mary, for holding a correfpondence with the La- 
dy Elizabeth ; with whom he was in great favour af- 
ter her acceffion to the crown, and received many 
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teftimonies. of her bounty and gratitude. “Sir John, 
our author, had the ‘honour to te her god-fon, and 
both in refpeét to his father’s me rit, end his 
own, he was fo happy to poffefs her efteem to the 
laftt. He hadthe rudiments of his education at 


Eaton; thence removing to Cambridge, he there 
commenced mafter of arts, and before he arrived 
at his 30th year, he’ payourr the world with a 
ranflation of the Orlando Furiofo of Ariofto, by 
hich he “acquired fome reputation. After this 


, he compofed four bo bie of -epigrams, which 
i times were received with great applante ; 
feveral of thefe mention another humorous piece 
of his called -Mifacmos Metamorphofs, which for 
a while exp: ofed him to her Majefty’s refentment, 

yet he was afterwards received into favour. This 
Airs. Cooper) is not added to the reft of his 
works, and therefore fhe fuppofes was only meant 
for a Court amufement, not the entertainment of 
the publi¢, or the increafe of his fame. In the 
rel n of King James I. he was created Knight of 


r 


Je Bath *, and prefented a manufcript to Prince 
Hienry, called a Brief View of the’ State of the 
Church of England, as it ftood in Queen Eliza- 
beth and King James’s eee in the year 1608. 
This piece was levellec 1 chiefly againft the mar- 
tied bifhops, and was fatcnaen only for the pri- 
vate ufe of his Highnefs, but was fome years af- 
terwards publifhed by one of Sir John’s grand- 
fons, and occafioned much difpleafure from the 
clergy, who did not fail to recolle& that his con- 
duce. was of a piece with his doétrines, as he, to- 

ether with Robert earl of Leicefter, fupported Sir 

Valter Raleigh in his fuit to Queen Elizabeth for 
the manor of Banwell, belonging to the bifhopric 
of Bath and Wells, on the prefumption that the 
right reverend incumbent had incurred a Premunire, 
by marrying a fecond wife. 


+ Mufes Library, p. 29 6, * Ubi fupra. & 
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Sir John appears to be a gentleman of 
pleafantry and ‘huindtr; His fortune was fy, 
the court his element, and which is ever “an ad- 
vantage to an author, wit was not ‘his bufitiefs, but 
diverlion : "Tis not to-be doubted, ‘but ‘his tranfla- 
tion of Ariofto was publifhed after Spenfer’s Fairy 
Queen, and yet both in languaye and naimbers’it 
is much inferior, as much ‘as it is reafonable to 
fuppofe the genius of Harrington ‘was below that 
of Spenfer. 

_Mrs. Cooperremarks, thatthe wliole poem of Or- 

Jando is a tedious medley of unnatural characters, 
and impfobable events, and that the author’s patron, 
Cardinal Hippolito De Efte, had fome reafon for 
that fevere queftion, Where the devil, Signior. Lu- 
dovico, did you pick up all thefe damned lies? 'The 
genius of Ariofto feems mfinitely more ft for fatire 
than heroic poetry ;’ and fome are of opinion, that 
had {arrington wrote nothing bat epigrains, he had 
been more in hisown way. 
.. We cannot certainly fix the time that Sir John 
died, but it is reafonable to fuppofe that it was a- 
bout the middle, or rather towards the latter end of 
James I's reign. J fhall fubjom an epi¢ram of 
his as afpecimen of his poetry. 


In Cornwutum. 

What curl’d-pate youth is he that fitteth there, 

Sonear thy wife, and whifpers in her eare, 

And takes her hand in his, and fofcdoth wring her, 

Sliding his ring ftili up and down her finger ? 

Sir, ‘tis a proétor, feen in both the lawes, 

Retain’d by her in fome important caufe; 

Prompt and difcreet both in his fpeech aid atction, 

And doth her bufinefs with great fatisfaction. 

And think’ft thou fo? a horn-plague on thy head ! 

Art taou fo like a fool, and wittol led, 

To think he doth the bus’nefs cf thy wife? 

He doth thy bus’nefs, I dare lay my life. 
H 4 Tuomas 
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Tuomas DECKER, 
Pp Poet who lived in the reign of King James 


- & Jt. and as he was cotemporary with Ben John- 
fon, {o he became more eminent by having a quarrel 
with that great man, than by all his works. Decker 
vas but an indiferent poet, yet even in thofe days 
1e wanted nothis admirers ;‘he had alfo friends among 
he poets;,one of whom, Mr. Richard Brome, 
always called him Father ; but it is the misfortune 
of little wits 3, that their admirers are as inconfidera- 
ble as themfelves, for Prome’s applanfes confer no 
great honour on thofe who er joy them. Ourau- 
thor joined with Webfter in writing three plays, and 
with Rowley.and Ford in anoiher ; and Langbaine 
afferts, that thefe e plays in which he only contribu- 
ted. a part, far exceed thofe of his own compofiti- 
on. He has been concerned in eleven plays, eight 
whereof are of his own writing, of all which I fhall 
give an account in their alphabetical order. 

I, Fortunatus, a comedy, printed originally in 4to. 
but with what fuccefs, or when acted, I cannot gain 
any account. 

II. Honeft Whore, the firft part ; a comedy, with 
the humours of the Patient Man, ied the Longing 
Wife, acted by the Queen’s Servants, 1635. 

IjT. Honett  Winbeet the fecond part, a comedy ; 
with the humours of the Patient Man, the Impatient 
Wife ; the Honeft Whore perfuaded by ftrong argu- 
ments to turn Courtezan again; her refufing thofe 
arguments, and laftly the comical paflage of an 
Itatian bridewel, where the fcene ends. Printed in 
4to. London 1630. This play Langbaine thinks 
was never exhibited, neither is it divided into aéts. 

IV. If this be not a good play the devil is in it; 
a comedy, acted with great appl laufe by the Queen’s 
artayattye s ee at the Red-Bull, and dedicated to 
the adiors. he beginning of this play feems to be 
writ 1n tt ot itachiay el’s novel of Belphe- 


gor, where Pluto fummons the Devils to conacik 


Match 


THOMAS DECKER. 133 

Match me in London, a Tragi-Comedy, often 
prefented, firft at the Bull’s-head in St. John’s-ftreet, 
and then at a private houfe in Drury-lane, called 
the Phoenix, printed in 4to. in 1637. 

VI. Northward Ho, a comedy, often aéted by 
the children of Paul’s, printed in 4to. London, 1607. 
This play was writ by our author aud John Webtter. 

VII. Satyromaftix, or the untruffing the humour- 
ous poet, a comical fatire, prefented publickly by 
the Lord Chamberlain’s fervants, and privately by 
the children of Paul’s, printed in 4to, 1602, and 
dedicated to the world. ‘This play was writ on the 
occafion of Ben Johnfon’s Poetatter, for fome ac- 
count of which fee the Life of Jonnfon. | 

VII. Weftward Ho, * a comedy, often a&ted by 
the children of Paul’s, and printed in 4to. 1607; 
written by our author and Mr. Webfter. 

IX. Whore of Babylon, an. hiftory acted by the 
prince’s fervants, and printed in 4to. London 1607. 
The defign of this play, by feigned names, is to fet 
forth the admirable virtues of quzen Elizabeth; and 
the dangers fhe efcaped by the happy difcovery of 
thofe defigns againft her facred perfon by the Je- 
fuits and bigotted Papifts. 

X. Wyatt's Hiftory, a play faid to be writ by him 
and Webfter, and printed in gto. The fubjec of 
this play is Sir. Thomas Wyat of Kent, who made 
an infurrection in the firft year of Queen Mary, to 

revent her match with Philip of Spain. - 

Befides thefe plays he joined with Rowley and 
Ford in a play called, The Witch of Edmonton, of 
which fee Rowley. 

There are four other plays afcribed to our author, 
in which he is faid by Mr. Phillips and Winftanley 
to be an affociate with John Webfter; viz. Noble 
Stranger ; New Trick to cheat the Devil; Weakeft 

* This was revived in the year 1751, at _Drury-lane 


theatre on the Lord Mayor’s day, in the room of the London 
Cuckolds, which is now difcontinued at that houfe. 
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gocs to the Wall; Woman will have her Will ; 
all which Langbaine afferts they. are miftaken, yr 
the firft was writen by Lewis Sharp, and, the Athi 
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BEAUMONT and FLEFCHER 


Kk 7ERE two famous dramatifts in the reign of 
W- James I. ‘Thefe two friends were fo clofely 
united as authors, and are fo jointly concerned in 
the applaufes and cenfures beftowed upon their plays, 
that it cannot be thought improper to conneét their 
lives under one article. 


Mr. FRANCIS BEAUMONT 


Was defcended from the ancient family. of his 
name, feated at Grace dieu in Leicefterfhire, * and 
was born about the year 1585 in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. His grandfather, John Beaumont, was 
Matter of the Rolls, and his father Francis Beau- 
mont, one of the Judges of the Common Pleas, Our 
poet had his education. at Cambridge, + but of 
what college we are not informed, nor is. it. very 
material to know. We find him afterwards admit- 
ted a ftudent in the Inner-Temple; but. we have no 
account of his making any proficiency in the law, 
which is a circum ftance attendi ing almoft-all the poets, 
who were bred to that profeffion, which few 
men of fprightly genius care to be confined 
to. Before he was thirty years.of age he. di- 
ed, in,1615, and was. buried the.ninth of the fame 
month in the entrance of St. Benedidtine’s Chapel, 


* Jacob’s Lives of the Poets. +. Wood, ba bby! 
within 
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within St. Peter’s Weftminfter. We meet with no 
infcription on his tomb, but there are two epitaphs 
writ on him, one by his elder brother Sir John 
Beaumont, and the othef by~ Bifhop Corbet. 


That by his brother is pretty enough, and is as fol- 
lows : 


On Death, thy murderer, this revenge I take: 
I flight his terror, and jutt queftion make, 
Which of us two the beft precedence have, 

Mine to, this wretched world, thine to the grave, 
Thou fhould’ft have followed me; but Death to 
blame ’ 

Mifcounted years, and meafured age by fame. 

So dearly hait thou bought thy precious lines ; 
Thy praife grew {wiftly, fo thy life declines. _ 
‘Thy mufe, the hearer’s queen, the reader’s love 
All ears, all hearts, but Death’s could pleafe and 


move. 


Ovr- poét left behind him one daughter, Mrs. 
Frances Beaumont, who lived to a great age and 
died in Leicefterfhire. fince the year1700. She 
had been poffeffed of feveral poems of her father’s 
writing, but they were loft at fea in her voyage from 
Ireland, where fhe had lived fometime in the Duke 
of Ormond’s family. Befides the plays in which 
Beaumont was jointly concerned with Fletcher, he 
writ a little. dramatic. piece entitled, A Mafque of 
Grays-Inn Gentlemen, and the Inier-Temipte ; a 
poetical epiftle to Ben Johnfon ; verfes to his.friend 
Mr. John Fletcher, upon his faithful Sheplterd, and 
other poems printed together in 1653, 8vo. That 
paftoral which was written by Fletcher alone, having 
met with but an indifferent reception, Beaumont ad- 
drefied: the foll. wing copy of verfes to him on that 
occalion, in which he reprefents the hazard of 
writing for the flage, and fatirizes the audience for 
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want of judgment, which, in order to fhew his. 

verhification { fhall infert. 


Why fhould the man, whofe wit ne’er had a ftain, 

Upon the public ftage prefent his vein, . 

And make a thoufand men in judgment fit 

To call in‘queftion his undoubted wit, 

Scarce two of which can underftand the laws, 

Which they fhould judge by, nor the party’s caufe. 

Among the rout there is not one that hath, 

In his own cenfure an explicit faith, 

One company, knowing thy judgment Jack, 

Ground their belief on the next man in black; 

Others on. him that makes figns and.is mute, 

Some like, as he does, in the faireft fute; 

He as his miftrefs doth, and fhe by chance: 

Nor want there thofe, who, as the boy doth 
dance 

Between the as will cenfure the whole play ; 

Some, if the wax-lights be not new that day ; 

But multitudes there are, whofe judgment goes 

Headlong, acccrding to the actors clothes. 


Mr. Beaumont was efteemed fo accurate a judge of 
splays, that Ben Johnfon, while he lived, fubmitted 
all his writings to his cenfures ; and it is thought, uf- 
ed his judgment in correCting, if not contriving 


moit of his plots. 


Mr. JOHN FLETCHER 


Was fon of Dr. Richard Fletcher, Lord Bifhop 
of London, and was born in Northamptonfhire in 
the year 1576. He was educated at Cambridge, 
probably at Burnet-college, to which his father was 
by his laf will and.teftament a benefactor*. He 
wrote plays jointly with Mr. Beaumont, and Wood 


* Langbaiae’s Lives of the Poets, 


fays, 
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~fays-he afiited Ben Johnfon in a Comedy called 
The Widow. After Beaumont’s death, it is faid 
he confulted Mr. James Shirley in forming the 
plots of feveral of his plays, but which thofe 
were we have no means of difovering. ‘The editor 
of Beaumont and Fletcher’s plays in 1711 thinks 
it very probable that Shirley -fupplied many that 
were left imperfect, and that the players gave 
fome remains of Fletcher’s for -Shirley to make 
up ; and itis from hence (he fays) that in the firft 
act of Love’s Pilgrimage, there is a fcene of an 
oftler tranfcribed verbatim out of Ben Johnfon’s 
New Inn, At I. Scene I. which play was written 
long after Fletcher died, and tranfplanted into 
Love’s Pilgrimage, after printing the New Inn, 

-_ which was in the year 1630, and two of the plays 
printed under Fletcher’s name. ‘The Coronation 
and The Little Thief have been claimed by Shir- 
ley as his ; it is probable they were left imper- 
fe&. by the one, and finifhed by the other. Mr. 
Fletcher died of the plague in the forty ninth year 

of his age, the firft of King Charles 1. An. 1625, 
and was buried in St. Mary Overy’s Church in 
Southwark. : 

Beaumont and Fletcher, as has been obferved, 
wrote plays in concert, but what fhare each bore 
in forming the plots, writing the fcenes, &c. is 
unknown. The general opinion is, that Beaumont’s 
judgment was ufually employed in correcting and 
retrenching the fuperfluities of Fletcher’s wit, 
whofe fault was, as Mr. Cartwright exprefles it, to 
do too much; but if Winftanley may be credited, 
the former had his fhare likewife’in the drama, for 
that author relates, that our poets meeting once at 
a tavern in order to form the rude draught of a 
tragedy, Fletcher undertook to kill the king, 
which words being overheard by a waiter, he was 
officious enough, in order to recommend himfelf, ta 
lodge an information againft them; but their loy- 
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alty being unqueftioned, and the relation of the 
circumftance probable, that the vengeance was 
only aimed at a theatrical monarch, the affair 
ended in a jeft. 

The firft play which brought them into ef- 
teem, as Dryden fays, was Philafter, or Love 
hes a Bleeding ; for, before that, they had written 
two or three very unfuccefsfully, as the like is re- 
ported of Ben Johnfon before he writ Every Man in 
his Humour. ‘Thefe authors had with the advantage 
of the wit of Shakefpear, which was their prece- 
dent, great natural gifts improved by ftudy. “Their 
plots are allowed generally more regular than Shake- 
{pear’s; they touch the tender paflions, and excite 
love in a very moving manner ; their faults; not- 
withitanding Beaumont’s caftigation, confift in a 
certain luxuriance, and ftretching théir fpeeches to 
an immoderate length ; -+ however, it muft bé owned 
their wit is great, their language fuited to the 
paflions they raife, and the age in which they 
lived is a fufficient apology for their defeéts. 
Mr. Dryden tells us, in his Effay on Dramatic Po- 
etry, that Beaumont and Fletcher’s plays in his 
time were the moft pleafing and frequent enter- 
tainments of the flage, two of theirs being’ afed 
through the year for one of Shakefpear’s orJohnfon’s ; 
and. the reafon he affigns is; becaufe there is a 
certain gaiety in. their comedies, and a pathos in 
their moft ferious plays which fuits generally with 
all men’s humours; but however’ it might be 
when Dryden writ, the cafe is now- reverfed, for 
Beaumont and Fletcher’s plays are not atted above 
once a feafon, while one of Shakefpear’s:is re- 


+ There is a coarfenefs of dialogue, even in theif genteel- 
eft charaGers, in.comedy, that appears now almoft unpardon- 
able 5 one is almoft inclined to think the language and manners 
of thofe.times were not over-polite, this fault appears fo.fre- 
quent 5 nor is the great Shakefpcar entirely to be acquitted 
hereot, 
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prefented almoftevery thirdnight. Itmay feem flrange, 
that wits of the firft magnitude fhould not be fo 
much honoured in the age in which they live, as 
by pofterity ;* it is now fafhionable to be in rap- 
tures with Shakefpear ; editions are multiplied up- 
on editions, and men of the greateft genius 
have employed all their power in Uluftrating his 
beauties, which ever grow upon the reader, and 
gain ground upon perufal. Thefe noble authors 
have received incenfe of praife from the higheft 
pens; they were loved and efteemed by their co- 
temporaries, who have not failed to demonftrate 
their refpect by various.copies of verfes at dif. 
ferent times, and upon different occafions, ad- 
drefled to them, the infertion of which would ex. 
ceed the bounds propofed for this work, [I {Kall 
~only obferve, that amongft the. illu&tious names 
of their admirers, are Denham, Waller, Cart- 
wright, Ben Johnfon, Sir John Perkenhead, and 
Dryden himfelf, a name more than equal to all the 
reft, But the works of our authors have not efcaped 
the cenfure of critics, efpecially Mr. Rhymer’ the 
hiftoriographer, who was really a man of wit 
and judgment, but fomewhat ill natured; for he 
has laboured to expofe the faults, without taking 
any notice of the beauties of Rollo Duke of Nor. 
mandy, the King and No King, and the Maids 
‘Tragedy, in a:piece of his: called The Tragedies 
of. the Laft Age confidered, and examined by the 
practice of the ancients, and by the common fenfe 
of all ages, in a letter to Fleetwood Shepherd 


efquire. Mr.. Rymer fent one of his books as s 


* May not this be owing to envy ? are not moft wits jealous 
of: their cotemporaries ? how readily do we pay adoration to 
the dead?how flowly dowe giveeven faint praifeto theliving ? 
is it a wonder Beaumont and Fletcher were more praifed and ‘ver 
fified than Shakefpear ? were not inferior wits oppofed, nay 
preferred, to Drypen while living ?,. was not this the cafe of 
Addifon and Pope, whofe works (thofe authors being no 
more) will be read with admiration, and allowed the juft pre. 
eminence, while the Englith tongue js underftood, 
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prefent to Mr. Dryden, who in the blank leaves 
before the beginning, and after the end of the 
book, made feveral remarks, as if he mtended to 
publifh an anfwer to that critic, and his opinion 
of the work was this}; ** My judgment (fays he) 
“of this piece, is, that it 1s extremely learned, 
<‘ but the author feems better acquainted with the 
«© Greek, than the Englifh poets; that all writers 
“ ought to fludy this critic as the beft account 
“© | have feen-of the ancients; that the model of 
‘«‘ tragedy he has here givenois extremely correct. 
‘* but that it is not the only model of tragedy, 
«“‘ becaufe it is too much circumfcribed in the 
<< plot, charafters, &c. And laftly, that we may 
“ be taught here juftly to admire and imitate the 
« oncients, without giving them the preference, 
«¢ with this author, in prejudice to our own coun- 
£6 fags 

Some of Beaumont and Fletcher's plays. were 
printed in quarto during the lives of their authors ; 
and inthe year 1645 twenty years after Fletch- 
ex’s death, there was publifhed in folio a collec- 
tion of their plays which had not been printed be- 
fore, amounting to between thirty and forty. At 
the beginning of this volume are inferted a great 
number of commendatory verfes, written by the 
moft eminent wits of that. age. This collection 
was publifhed by Mr. Shirley after fhutting up the 
Theatres, and dedicated to the earl of Pembroke 
by ten of the moft famous aétors. In 1679 there 
was an edition of ail their plays publifhed in 
folio. Another edition in 1711 by Tonfon in 
feven volumes 8vo. containing all the verfes in 
praife of the authors, and fupplying a large omif- 
fion of part of the laft act of Thierry and'Theodoret. 
There was alfo another edition in 1751. 


+ Preface to Fletcher’s plays. 
The 
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The plays of our authors are as follow, 


1. Beggars Bufh, a Comedy, acted with applaufe. 

2. Bonduca, a Tragedy ; the plot from Tacitus’s 
Annals, b. xiv. Milton’s Hiftory of England, b. il. 
This play has been twice revived. 

3. The Bloody Brother, or Rollo Duke of Nor- 
mandy, a Tragedy, acted at the Theatre at Dorfet- 
Garden. ‘The plot is taken from Herodian’s Hif- . 
tory, b. iv. 

4. Captain, a Comedy. 

5. Chances, a Comedy; this was revived by 
Villiers duke of Buckingham with great applaufe. 

6. The Coronation, a Tragi-Comedy, claimed 
by Mr. Shirley as his. 

7. The Coxcomb, a Comedy. 

8. Cupid’s Revenge, a Tragedy. 

9g. The Cuftom of the Country, a Tragi-Come- 
dy ; the plot taken from Malifpini’s Novels. Dec. 
6. Nov..6. 

10. Double Marriage, a Tragedy. 

11. The Elder, Brother, a Comedy, 

13. ‘The Faithful Shepherdefs, a Dramatic Pafto- 
ral, firft acted on a twelfth-night at Somerfet 
Houfe. ‘This was entirely Mr. Fletcher’s, and ‘in- 
ftead of a Prologue was fung a Dialogue, be- 
tween a prieft and a nymph, written by Sir .Wil- 
liam Davenant, and the Epilogue was fpoken by 
the Lady Mordant, but met with no fuccefs, 

13. The Fair Maid of the Inn; a Comedy; part 
of this play is taken from Caufin’s Holy Court, and 
Wanley’s Hittory of Man. 

14. The Falfe One, a Tragedy, founded on the 
Adventures of Julius Cefar in Egypt, and his a- 
mours with Cleopatra. 

15. Four Plays in One, or Moral Reprefentati- 
ons, containing the triumphs of honour, love, death 
and time, from Boccace’s Novels. 
| 16. The 
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The Honeft Man’s Fortune, a Tragi-Come- 
ef ; ee plot from Heywood?s Hitkory of Warner. 

17, The Humotrous Lieutenant, a ‘Tragi-Co- 
medy, ftillaéted with applaufe. 

r8. The Tf band Satay: a Tragi-Comedy, re- 

vived in 1687 by Mr. Tate. 

19. A King and No o King, a Tragi-Comedy, att- 
ed Mies applaufe. 

The Knight of the Burning Peftle, a Come- 
dy! “heb vad allo with a Prologue fpoken by the 
famous Nell Gwyn. 

21. ‘The Knight of Malta, a Tragi-comedy. 

.2..Lhe Laws of eet a Tragi i-Comedy. 

23. The Little French’ Lawyer, a Comedy ; the 
plot from Gufman, or the Spanifh Rogue. 

24. Love's Cire, or the Martial Maid, a Co- 
medy. 

25. The Lover’s Pilgrimage, a Comedy 5, the plot 
is taken froma novel calle id “thie Two Damfels, and 
fome incidents from Ben Jonfon’s New Inn. — 

26. The Lovers Progrefs, a Tragi-Comedy ; 
built on a French romance called Lyfander and 
Calitta. 

27. The Loyal Subjeé&, a Comedy. 

‘28. The Mad Lover, a Tragi-Comedy. 

29. The Maid in the Mill, a Comedy. This 
was revifed and acted on the duke of York’s: The- 
atre. 

30. The Maid’s Tragedy; a play always acted 
with the greateft applauie, but fome part ef it dif- 
pleafing Charles If. it was for a time forbid'to be 
acted ih that reign, till it was revived by Mr. 
Waller; who entirely altering the laft act, it was 
brought on. the flage again with univerfal applaufe. 

31. A Mafque “Of Grays Inn Gentlemen, pre- 
fented at the marriage of the Princefs Elizabeth and 
the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, in the Banquet- 
ing Houfe at Whitehall. This piece was written 
by Mr. Beaumont alone. 


\ 
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32. Monfieur Thomas, a Comedy. ‘This play 
has been fince atied on the ftage,’ under the title af 
Trick for Trick. 

33. Nice Valour, or the Paffionate Madman, a 
Comedy. 

34. "The Night-walker, or the Little Thief, a 
Comedy, revived fince the Reftoration with applaufe. 

35. Ihe Noble Gentleman, .a Comedy; this 
was revived by Mr. Durfey, and by him called 
The Fool’s Preferment, .at the Three Dukes of 
Dunftable. 

36, Philafter, or Love lies a Bleeding, a-Tragi- 
Comedy. -This was the Art play that brought 
thefe fine writers into efteem. It was.4firft repre- 
fented at the old Theatre in Lincolns Inn Fiélds,; 
when the women aed by themfelves. 

, 37. The Pilgrim, a Comedy ; revived and a Sted 
with fuccefs. 

38. ‘Che Prophetefs,,,a Tragi-Comedy.' This 
play has been revived by Mr. Betterton, ,uader the 
we of Dioclefian, an Opera. 

. The Queen of Cornith, a Tragi-Comedy. 

ies Rule a Wife and, Have.a Wife, a Comedy. 

at. "The Scornful Lady, a Comedy 5 3 iacted with 
great applaufe. 

42. ‘The Sca Voyage, a Comedy; revived by 
Mr. Durfey, .who calls it ‘The Commonwealth of 
Women. It would appear by thelines we have quoted 
‘p. 141, life of Shakefpear, that it was taken from 
Shakefpear’s Tempett. 

43. The Spanith Curate; a Gomedy, feveral 
times revived with applaufe; the plot from Gerar- 
do’s Hiftory of Don John, p.:202, and his Spamih 
Curate, p. 214. 

44. 'Thiery and Theodoret,. a Tragedy ; the plot 
taken from the French Chronicles, in the reign of 
Colfair IT. 

45.-lwo Noble Kinfmen, a Tragi-comedy ; 
Shakefpear aflited Fletcher. in. compofing — this 
play. : | 
46, Va. 
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46. Valentinian, a Tragedy ; afterwards revived 
dad altered by the Earl of Rochefter. 

47. A Wife for a Month, a Tragedy; for the 
plot fee Mariana and Louis de Maverne Turquet, 
Hitftors j ROT x Sancho, the eighth King of Leon. 

48. The Wild-Goofe Chace, a Comedy, for- 
merly acted with applaufe. 

49. Wit at Several Weapons, a Comedy. 

50. Wit without Money, a Comedy, revived at 
the Old Houfe in Lincolns Inn Fields, immediately 
after the burning of the Theatre in Drury Lane, 
with a new Prologue by Mr, Dryden. 

51. The Woman Hater, a Comedy, revived by 
Sir William Davenant, with a new Prologue in 
profe. This play was writ by Fletcher alone. 

52. Women pleafed, a Comedy; the plot from 
Boccace’s Novels, 

53. Woman’s Prize, or the Tanner Tann’d, a 
Comedy, built on the fame foundation with Shake- 
{pear’s Taming of a Biirew writ by Fletcher with- 
out Beaumont, 


Mr. Beaumont writ befides his dramatic pieces, 
avolume of poems, elegies, fonnets, &c. 


agcgeseeoes 
THomas LopGeE 


AS -defcended: from a family of his name 

living in Lincolnfhire, but whether born 
there, is not afcertained. He made his firft ap- 
pearance at the univerfity of Oxford about the 
year 1573, and was afterwards a fcholar under 
the learned Mr. Edward Hobye of Trinity Col- 
lege ; where, fays Wood, making very early ad- 
vances, 
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vances, his ingenuity began firft to be obferved, 
in feveral of his poetical compofitions. After 
he had taken one degree in arts, and dedicated 
fome time to reading the bards of antiquity, he 
gained fome reputation in poetry, particularly of - 
the’ fatiric fpecies; but being convinced how 
barren a foil poetry is, and how unlikely to 
yield a competent provifion for its profeflors, he 
ftudied phyfic, for the improvement of: which 
he went beyond fea, took the degree of Dr. of 
that. faculty at Avignon, returned and was incor- 
porated in the univerfity in the latter end of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign: Afterwards fettling in 
London, he prattifed phyfic with great fuccefs; and 
was particularly encouraged by the Roman Ca- 
tholics, of which perfuafion it is faid he was. 


Our author hath written 


Alarm againft Ufurers, containing tried experi- 
ences againit worldly abufes, London 1584. 

Hiftory of Forbonius and Priferia, with Truth’s 
Complaint over England. 

Euphue’s Golden Legacy. 

The Wounds of a Civil War livelily fet forth, in 

the true ‘Tragedies of Marius and Sylla, London 
1504. 
CP LaeMe Glafs for London and England, a Tragi- 
Comedy printed in 4to. London 1598, inan old black 
letter. In this play our author was aflifted by Mr. Ro- 
bert Green. "The drama is founded upon holy writ, 
being the Hiftory of Jonahand the Ninevites, formed 
into a play. Mr. Langbain fuppofes they chofe this 
fubjeét, in imitation of others who had writ dra- 
mas on facred themes.long before them; as Eze- 
kiel, a Jewith dramatic poet, writ the Deliverance 
of the Ifraelites out of Egypt: Gregory Nazianzen, 
or as fome fay, Apollinarius ef Laodicea, writ the 
Tragedy of Chrift’s Paffion ; to thefe may be sires 
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ed Hugo Grotius, Theodore Beza, Petavius, all of 
whom have built upon the foundation of facred 
hiftory. 

Treatife on the Plague, containing the nature, 
figns, and accidents of the fame, London 1603. 
Treatife in Defence of Plays. This (fays Wood} 
I-have not yet feen, nor his ‘paftoral fongs and ma- 
drigals, of which hie writ a confiderable number. 

He alfo'tranflated into E nglifh, Jofephus’s Hifto- 
ry of ii Antiquity a the Jews, London 1602. 
The works both moral and natural of Seneca, Lon- 
don 1614. ‘This caine sentleman died in the 
year 1625, and had tributes paid to his memory by 
many of his ae ak bias poets, who .characterifed 
him as* aman: of very confiderable genius. Win- 
ftanley has prefer Hed an amorous fonnet of his, 
which we fhall here infert. 


If I muft die, O let me chufe my death : 
Suck out my foul with kiffes, cruel maid ! 
In thy | breafts cryftal balls, embalm my breath, 
Dole it all out in fighs, when I am laid’; 
Thy lips on mi ine like cupping glaffes clafp ; ; 
Let our tongues meet, ‘and ftrive as they would 
{ting : 
Crufh out my wind with oneftraight-girting grafp, 
Stabs on. my. heart keep time while thou dott fing. 
fi eyes like fearing irons burn out mine ; 
In thy fair'ti vette ftifle me outright : 
Lik e Cit ce, change me to a loathfome fwine, 
So I may] li ive for ever in thy fight. 
Into heaven’s joys can none profoundly fee, 
Except that firft they meditate’on thee. 


When our author wifhes to be changed intoa loath- 
fome {wine, fo he might dwell in fight. of his. miftrefs, 
he fhould have confidered, that however agreeable the 
metamorphofis might be to him, it could not be fo to 
her, to look upon fuch a loathfome object. 

Sir 
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Sir Joon’ Davies 


Y \ J AS-born at Chifgrove, in the parifh of Tyf- 
. bury in Wilthhire, being the fon of a wealthy 
tanner of that place. At fifteen years of age he be- 
came a Commoner in Queen’s-college, Oxford 158s, 
where having made-preat progrefs in academical 
learning, and taken the degree of Batchelor of arts, 
he removed to the Middle-Temple, and applying 
~ himfelf to the ftudy of the common law, was called 
to the bar; but having a quarrel with one Richard 
Martyn, (afterwards recorder of London) he bafti- 
nadoed him in the ‘Temple-hall at dinner-time, m 
prefence of the whole affembly, for which con- 
tempt, he was immediately expelled, and retired a- 
gain to Oxford to profecute his ftudies, but did not 
refume the fcholar’s gown. Upon this occafion he 
compofed that excellent poem called Nofce Teip- 
fum *. Afterwards by. the favour of Thomas lord 
Ellefmere; keeper of the Great Seal, being reinita- 
ted in the Temple, he pra&ifed:as a counfellor, 
and became a burgefs in the Parliament held at 
Weftminfter.1601. Uponthe death of Queen Eli- 
zabeth our author, with-Lord Hunfdon, went into 
Scotland to congratulate-King James on his fuc- 
ceflion to the Englifh throne. Being introduced in- 
to his Majefty’s prefence, the King enquired of 
Lord Hunfdon, the names of ‘the gentlemen who 
accompanied him, and when his lordfhip men- 
tioned John Davies, the King prefently afked whe- 
ther he was Nofce Teipfum, and being. anfwered 
he was, embraced him, and. aflured him. of 


a * Mufes library p, 332. 
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his favour. He was accordingly made Sollicitor, 
and a little after Attorney-general in Ireland, where 
in the year 1606, he was made one of his Majefty’s 
ferjeants at law, and Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons for that kingdom. In the year following, 
he received the honour of knighthood from the 
King at Whitehall. In 1612 he quitted the poft 
of Attorney-general in Ireland, and was made one 
of his Majefty’s Englifh ferjeants at law. He 
married Eleanor Touchet, youngeft daughter of 
George lord Audley, by whom he had a fon an 
idiot who died young, anda daughter named-Lucy, 
married to Ferdinand lord Haftings, and afterwards 
Earl of Huntingdon. His lady was a woman of 
very extraordinary character ; fhe had, or rather 
pretended to have a fpirit of prophecy, and her 
prediftions received from a voice. which fhe often 
heard, were generally wrapped up in dark and 
obfcure expreifions. It was commonly reported, 
that on the funday before her husband’s death, fhe 
was fitting at dinner with him, fhe fuddenly burft 
into tears, whereupon he asking her the occafion, 
fhe anfwered, ‘* Husband, thefe are your funeral 
‘< tears,” to which he replied, ‘‘ Pray therefore 
«‘ fpare your tears now, and I will be content 
‘‘ that you fhall langh when I am dead,” After 
Sir John’s death fhe lived privately at Parfton in 
Hertfordfhire, and an account was publifhed of 
her ftrange and wonderful prophecies in 1609. 

In 1626 Sir John was appointed lord chief 
juftice of the King’s-bench, but before the cere- 
mony of his inftallation could be performed he 
died fuddenly of an apoplexy in the fifty-feventh 
year of his age, and was buried in the church 
of St. Martin’s in the Fields. He enjoyed the joint 
applaufes of Camden, Ben Johnfon, Sir John Har- 
rington, Selden, Donne, and Corbet ; thefe are 
great authorities in our author’s favour, and I may 
fairly affert that no philofophical writers ever ex- 
plained 
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plained their ideas more clearly and familiarly in 
profe, or more harmonioufly -and beautifully in 
verfe. There is a peculiar happinefs in his fimi- 
lies being introduced more to illuftrate than adorn, 
which renders them as ufeful as entertaining, and 
diftinguifhes them from any other author. 


In quality of a lawyer Sir John produced the 
following pieces : 


1. A. difeovery of the trie caufes why Ireland 
was never entirely fubdued until his Majefty’s 
happy reign ; printed in 4to. London 1612, dedica- 
ted to the King with this Latin verfe only. 


Principis eft virtus maxima noffe fuos. 


2. A declaration of our fovereign lord the King, 
concerning “the title of his Majeity’s fon Charles, 
the prince and duke of Cornwall; London 1614. 


His principal performance as a poet, isa Poem 
on the Original, Nature, and Immortality of the 
Soul, dedicated to Queen Elizabeth. It was re- 
publithed by’ Nahum Tate, 1714,” addrefled to the 
Eatl of Dorfet and Middlefex, who was a great ad- 
mirer of our poet, and the editor gives it a very ju 
and advantageous character. Without doubt it is 
the Nofce Teipfum fo much admired by King James, 
-printed 1519, and 1622, mentioned by Wood ; to 
which were added by the fame hand : 


Hymns of Aftrea in actoftic verfe ; and Orcheftra, 
ot a poem expreiling the antiquity and excellency 
of dancing, in a dialogue between Penelope and one 
of her Woers, containing 131 ftanzas unfinifhed. 
Mr. Wood mentions alfo'epigrams, and a tranflation 


of feveral of King David’s Pfalms, written by Sir— 


John Davies, but never publifhed, 
Vout lc ine Zo I Nofce 
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NOSCE TEIPSUM. 


Why did my parents fend me to the {chools, 
‘That I, with knowledge might enrich my mind, 

Since the defire to know firft made men fools 
And did corrupt the root of all mankind. 


For when God’s hand, had written in the hearts, 
Of our firft parents all the rules of good, 

So that their kill infus‘d, furpafs’d all arts, 
‘That ever were before or fince the flood. 


And. when their reafon's eye was fharp and clear, 
And (as an eagle can behold the fun) 

Cou’d have -approach’d th’ eternal light as near, 
As th’ intellectual Angels could have done. 


Even then, to them the fpirit of lyes fuggetts, 

‘J hat they were blind becaufe they faw not ill; 
And breath’d into their incorrupted breafts 

A curious wifh, which did corrupt their will. 
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THOMAS GorrFf. 


A. Gentleman who flourifhed in the reign. of 

King James I. He. was born in Effex, to- 
wirds the latter end of Queen. Elizabeth’s reign, a- 
bout the year 1592. In his youth he was fent to 
Weitminfter-fchool, and at the age of eighteen, he 
was entered ftudent of Chrift’s-college in Oxford *, 
Being an induftrious fcholar, fays Langbaine, he ar- 


* Langbaine’s Lives of the Poets, 223. 
rived 
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tived to be a good poet, a skilful orator, and an ex- 
cellent preacher.. In the year. 1623, he was made 
batchelor of divinity, and preferred to a living in 
Surry called Eaft-Clanden: there he married a wife 
who proved as great aplague to himas a fhrew could 
be ; fhe was a true Xantippe to our ecclefiaftical 
Socrates, and gave him daily opportunities of put- 
ing his patience to the proof ; and it -is believed by 
fome, that this domettic fcourge fhortened his days. 
He was buried at his own -parifh church at Clan- 
den, the 27th of July, 1627. He writ. feveral 
Pieces on different fubjets, amongft which are rec-~ - 
koned) five plays. 


Carelefs Shepherdefs, a Tragi-comedy, acted be- 
fore the King and-Queen at. Salifbury-court with 
great applaufe. Printed in 4to, 1656, with an Alpha- 
betical Catalogue of all fuch plays as ever were to 
that time publifhed. 

z. Courageous Turk, or Amurath I. a Tragedy, 
acted by the ftudents of Chrift-church in Oxtord, 
printed in 8vo, London 1656. For the plot confult 
Knolles’s Hiitory of the Turks. 

3. Oreftes, a Tragedy, acted by the ftudents of 
Chrift’s-church in Oxford, printed in 8vo, London 
1656, 
E Raging Turk, or Bajazet Ilva tragedy afted by 
the ftudents in Chrift’s-church in Oxford, printed in 
8vo. London 1656. .This play was writen w.th the 
two foregoing tragedies, when the author was mafter 
of arts, and ftudent of Chrift’s-church, but not 
printed till after his deceafe. 

5. Selinus, Emperor of the Turks, a Tragedy, 
printed in 4to, London 1638. This play in all ~ 
probability, was never exhibited, becaufe it is not 
divided into aéts. The author calls this the firft part ; 
and in his conclufion, as he ftiles it, or epilogue, 
he promifes-a fecond part, faying, | 
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If this’ firft! part, .gentles, do like you well; 
The fecond:part thall greater murders tell, 


The: plot is founded onthe Turkish hiftory‘inithe 


reign of Selimus I. 


Mr. Philips and Mr.. Winftanley: have: afcribed 
a comedy to :this author, . called: Cupid’s -Whirli- 
gig, tho’ Democritus and‘ Heraclitus were not 
more different in their temper, than his genius was 
oppofite to. comedy, befides the true author-was one 
Mr. E. S. who in his dedicatory epiftle fays,«'That 
‘ being iong pregnant with defire to bring forth 
fomething, and being afterwards brought to bed, 
had. chofe his friend. Mr. Robert-Hayman to be 
godfather, not doubting but his: child:would be 
well maintained, feeing. he could not live-aboye 
an hour with him; and therefore he ‘entreated 
him when-he was dead, that he might be buried 
deep enough in his good opinion,.and that he 
might -deferve this epitaph ; 


“~ 


~ 


> 


a 


= 


“a 


wn 


“<< Here lies the child that was born in mirth, 

“ Againit the {trict rules.ofchild-birth ; 

‘* And to be quit, I gave him to my friend, 

“* Who laught:him to death, and thatwas hisend.” 


The reafon: of my making this-digrefiion, is to 
fhew, that fach ridiculous unmeaning mirth, is ‘not 
likely to..have ‘fallen. from Mr. Goff, as- he was’a 
grave man, and nothing’ but: what was. manly 
droped from his-pen.. In the: latter. part of his 
life he forfook the itage for the pulpit,\and“inftead 
of plays writ fermons, fome-of which: appeared 
in print in the year 1627.. To thefe-works may 
be added -his Latin. funeral: oration, at’ the! divi: 
nity {chool, at the obfequies of; Sir Henry Saville, 
printed in 4to, Oxon «622+; another in Chrift’s- 
church 
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church cathedral, at’ the. faneral of Dr. Good- 


win, canon of that. church, printed in London 
Foss, 
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Si Furk Grevituye, Lord 
BROOKE, 


PRUNG from an honourable family in’ War- 
4) wickthire ; he was educated both at Oxford 
and Cambridge, and introduced to court by an 
uncle in the fervice of Queen Elizabeth, ‘who 
received him into her favour, which he had the 
happinefs to preferve uninterupted to her death. 
At the coronation of James I, he was created 
Knight of the-Bath, and foon after obtained .a 
grant of the ruinous caftle of Warwick. He was 
next appointed fub-treafurer, chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and .privy counfellor, and then ad- 
vanced to the aegree of a baron, by the title of 
lord Brooke of Beauchamps-court, and one of the 
lords .of the bed-chamber to his Majefty, This 
noble author was the friend of Sir-Philip Sidney, 
than which'a, greater compliment cannot be beftow- 
ed. As he was a poet and a man.of wit he 
was held in the higheft efteem in that courtly 
age ; but he added to genius, a gallantry of {pi- 
rit, and was_as fine a foldier as .a writer. Win- 
ftanley gives an inftance of his prowefs in arms. 
«« At the time (fays he) when the French ambatf- 
“‘ fador came over to England to negotiate a mar- 
‘* riage between the duke of Anjeu, and Queen 
Elizabeth, for the better entertainment of the 
court, folemn jufts were proclaimed, where the 
<< Parl of Arundel, Frederick lord Windfor, Sir Philip 
I3 *< Sidney, 
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‘* Sidney, and he,.were chief challengers againft 
‘< all comers ; in. which’ challenge ‘he behaved 
““ himfelf fo gallantly, that he won the reputa. 
‘< tion of a moft valiant knight. Thus you fee 
‘‘ that tho’ eafe be the nurfe of poetry, the Mu- 
“ fes are alfo companions to Mars, as may. be 
‘exemplified in the characters of the Hari of 
« Surry, Sir Philip Sidney, and Sir Fulk Gre- 

ville. 

As our Author loved and. admired the ladies, 
it is fomewhat extraordinary, that he died a 
batchelor; for in all that courtly age, he could not 
find one on whom ‘to confer the valuable prize 
of his heart. As he was himfelfa learned man, 
and poilefied a variety of knowledge, fo he pa- 
tronized many neteffitous “candidates for fame, 
hut -particalarly Camden, — whem he caufed 
by his intereft to be made King at Arms. He 


‘© merit (fays he) towards me I do acknowledge, 
‘in fetting my hand free from the daily em- 
‘« ployments of a manual trade, and giving it full 
liberty thus to exprefs the inclination of mind, 
“« himfelf being the procurer of my prefent eftate.” 
He paffed thro’ life in a calm’ of profperity and 
honour, beloved by his equals, reverenced by his 
inferiors, and a favourite at court ; but when he 
was abost feventy years of age, this life of undif- 
turbed tranquility, was facrificed to the refent- 
ment ofa villain, and a cataftrophe of the moft 


tragical kind clofed the days of this worthy ‘man. 
. One 


~ 
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One Haywood, who had been many years in his 
fervice, and had behaved with fidelity and honour, 
expoftulated with him freely (while they were a- 
lone) for his not having received a due reward for 
his fervices. His lordfhip enraged at his pre- 
fumption, and giving way to his paflion, repn- 
manded him very feverely for his ‘infolence; . for 
which the villain being now wrought up. to the 
higheft degree of fury, took an opportunity to ftab 
him with his dagger through the back into the vi- 
tals, of which wound he initantly died,, Septem- 
ber 30, 1628. . | 


The murderer then ftruck. with remorfe, hor- 
ror and defpair, and all the natural attendants of his 
guilt, retired to bis chamber, and having  fe- 
cured the door, fell upon the fame weapon with 
which he had affaflinated his mafter, and an- 
ticipated on himfelf the juftice referved. for the 
hand of an executioner, Lord Brooke was interred 
in Warwickfhire, under a monument of black and 
white marble, * whereon he is ftiled, Servant to 
Queen Elizabeth, Counfellor to King James, and 
friend to Sir Philip Sidney. 


His works are chiefly thefe, viz. 


Alaham, a Tragedy ; printed in folio 1633. ‘This 
play (fays Langbaine) feems an imitation of the 
ancients; the Prologue is fpoken by a ghofit. This 
fpectre gives an account of each character, which 
is perhaps done after the manner of Euripides, 
who introduced one of the chief actors as 
the Prologue, whofe bufinefs it was to explain 
all thofe circumftances which preceded the open- 
ing the ftage. He has not! in one fcene through- 
out introduced above two fpeakers, in compliance 


* Fuller’s Worthies of Warwickfhire, p. 127. 
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with Horace’s rule in his Art of Poetry ; nec quar- 
ta loqui perfona laboret, Mr. Langbaine profeffes 
himfelf ignorant from whence the plot is taken, 
neither can he find the name of any fuch Prince 
as Alaham, that reigned in Ormus, where the 
Tcene lyes, an ifland fituated at the entrance of the 
Perfian Gulph, which is mentioned by Mr. Her- 
bert * in his account of Ormus. 

Muftapha, a Tragedy, printed in folio 1633. 
This play likewife feemis to be built on the model 
of the ancients, and the plot isthe fame with that 
of lord Orrery’s tragedy of the fame title, and 
taken from Paulus Jovius, Thuanus, &c. Both 
thefe plays are printed together in folio, London, 
1633, with feveral other poems, as a Treatife on 
Homan ‘Learning; An Inquifition upon Fame and 
Honour; A Treatife of Wars. All thefe are writ- 
ten in a itanza of fix lines, four interwoven, and a 
couplet ‘in ‘bafe, which the Italians call Seftine 
Ceca, containing one hundred and'‘nine fonnets 
of different meafures. There are in this volume 
two letters ; the one to an honourable Lady, con- 
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fate; the other addrefled to his coufin Grevil 
Varney, then in France, containing Direétions for 
Travelling. _ His lordfhip has other: pieces afcribed 
to him befides thofe publifhed under his name, 
The Life of Sir Philip Sidney, printed at the be- 
ginning of the Arcadia. His Remains, or Poems 
of Monarchy and Religion, printed in 8vo. Lon- 
don 1670. Philips and Winftanley afcribe a-play 
to him, called Marcus Tullius Cicero, but this is 
without foundation, for that play was not written, 
at leait not printed, "till long after his lordfhip’s 
death. Having now given dome account of, his 
works, I fhall fum up his charaéer in the words 
of Mrs. Cooper, in her Mufes: Library, .as it-is not 
eafy to do it to better advantage. 
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* Travels, third Edition, p. 11g. 
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** T don’t know (fays fhe)whether a woman may 
be acquitted for endeavouring to fum up a cha- 
racter fo various and important as his lordfhip’s; 
but if the attempt can be excufed, I don’t de- 
fire to have it pafs for a decifive fentence. 
Perhaps few men that dealt in poetry had 
more learning, or real wifdom than this noble- 
man, -and yet his ftile is fometimes fo dark 


and myfterious, that one would imagine he 


chofe rather-to. conceal, than illuftrate his mean- 
ing.. At.other times his wit breaks out again 


with .an- uncommon brightnefs, and fhines, Ind 


almoft faid, without an equal. It is the fame 
thing with his poetry, fometimes fo harfh and 
uncouth ,as.if he-had no ear for mufic, at o- 


‘thers, -fo fmooth and harmonious, as if he was 


matter of jall its powers.” ‘The piece from 


which I shall quote fome lines, -is.entitled, 


A Treariss :0f Human Learninc. 


‘The mind, of,.man is.this-world’s true dimenfion 3 
And knowledge is. the meafure-of the minde : 
And.as-the, minde in, her vaft_ comprehenfion, 


‘Contains more worlds than: all the world can 


finde. | 
So knowledge doth itfelfe. farre.more extend, 
Than,all the minds, of men.can comprehend. 


A climbing height-it)is-without.a head, 


Depth, without, bottome, way without,an end, 
a\ circle .with-no. line invironed, 


Not comprehended, all it comprehends ; 
Worth ‘infinite, ,yet fatisfies no minde, 
“Till it that ‘Infinite of the God-head finde. 
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HITS author lived in the reign of King 


James I. and was fome time ftudent in Caius 


-College’ in Cambridge. -No particulars ate prefer- 


ved concerning this poet, but that-he had conneion 
with other poets of fome name, and’wrote the fol- 
lowing plays - 


1. Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green, with the 
Merry Humour of Tom. Stroud, the Norfolk Yeo- 
man, feveral times publicly aéted by the Prince’s 
Servants ; printed in 4to. London,’ +659; for the 
plot, as far as it concerns hiftory, confult the 
writers in the reign of King Henry VI. 

2. Humour out of Breath, a Comedy, faid to 


< have been writ by our author, but fome have doubted 


his being the real author of it. | 
3. Ifle of Gulls, a Comedy, often ‘aéted in the 


Black Fryars, by the children of the Revels, print- 


ed in 4to. London, 1633. ‘This is founded upon 
Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia. A one 

4. Law Tricks, or Who Would Have''Thought 
It ? a Comedy, feveral times atted by the children 
of the Revels, and printed in ato. 1608. ' 

5-Pailiament of Bees, with their propercharacters, 
or 2 Bee-Hive furnifhed with Twelve Honey-Combs, 
as pleafant as profitable, being an allegorical de- 
{cription of the ancients of geod and bad men in 
thofe’ days, printed-in gto. London, 1641. 

6. Travels cf Three Enclith Brothers, Sir Tho- 
mas, Sir Anthony, and Mr. Robert Shirley, a Hif. 
tory, played by her Majefty’s Servants, printed in 
4to. London, 1607, and dedicated to Honour's Fa. 

vourites, 


JOHN DAY. - F79 
vourites, and the entire friends of the family of the 
Shirleys. Inthe compofition of this play our au- 
thor was afifted by William” Rowley, and Mr, 
George Wilkins; the foundation of it may be read 
in feveral Englifh Writers, and Chronicles, and it 
is particularly fet down in Dr. Fuller’s Worthies, 
in his defcription of Suffex. When our author 
died cannot be juftly afcertained, but Mr. Lang- 
baine has preferved an elegy written on him, by 
his friend Mr. Tateham, which begins thus ; 


Don Pheebus new hath loft his light, 
And left his rule unto the night ; 
And Cynthia, fhe has overcome 
The Day, and darkened the fun : 
" Whereby we now have loft our hope, 
Of gaining Day, into horofcope, &c. 
In this manner he runs on: like.a gentleman 
in Lincolns Inn, who wrote an ingenious poem 
upon the tranfactions between a Landlord and his 


Tenant Day, who privately departed from him by - 


Night, printed ina fingle fheet, London, 1684. To 
fhew the parallel, the following lines are fufficient. 


How Night and Day confpire a fecret flight ; 
For Day,, they fay, is gone away by Night. 
Fhe Day is-pait, but landlord where’s your rent ? 
You might have feen, that Day was almoft fpent. 
Day fold, and did put off whate’er he might, 
Tho’ it was ne’er fo dark, Day wou'd be light. 
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Sir WALTER RALEIGH 


W AS defcended of an ancient-family in Devon- 
fhire, which was feated in that county before 
the conqueft*, and was fourth fon of Walter Raleigh, 
efquire, of ,Kards, ,in the- parith of. Cornwood. 
He was born in the year 1552.at Hayes, \a pleafant 
farm of his father’s in the parifh of Budley, in that 
part of Devonthire » bordering Eaftward, upon the 
Sea, neat where the Ottery difcharges itfelf into 
the Britifh Channel; he. was educated at. the uni- 
verfity of Oxford, where, according to Dr. Ful- 
ley, he became .a commoner of Oriel College, as 
well as. Chrift Church, and difplayed in his.early 
years a great vivacity of genius in’ his- applica- 
tion to his ftudies. Some have faid, that after 
leaving the univerfity, he ‘fettled himfelf in 
the Middle.Tempie, and ftudied the law, but this 
opinion muft be erroneous, fince he ‘declares after- 
wards on his trial, that he never read a word of 
law ‘till he was prifoner in. the Tower. In 1569, 
when he was not above 17 years of age, “he was 
one of the felect troop of a_hundred gentlemen 
voluntiers, whom Queen Elizabeth’ permitted Hen- 
ry Champernon to tranfport into. France, for the 
affiftance of proteftant Princes there}, but of what 
fervice they were, or what was the confequence 
of the expedition, we have no account. So great 
a fcene of action asthe whole kingdom of France 
was at that period, gave Raleigh an opportunity 
of acquiring experience, and reading characters, 
as well as improving himfelf in the knowledge 
of langnages and manners, and his own Hiftory 
“of the World contains fome remarks which he 


* Prince’s Worthies of Devon. 
t Camdeni Annales Elizabethe, pe172- Rdit. Batav. 1625. 
then 
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then made of the conduct. of fome. great generals 
there, of which he had himfelf been witnefs. . Af- 
ter our author’s return ‘from France, he embarked 
in an expedition to the northern -parts of Ameri- 
ca, with Sir Humphry Gilbert, -his brother. .by the 
mother’s fide, that gentleman, having obtained.the 
Queen’s Patent. to: plant -and- inhabit, fuch parts.of 
it as:were unpofiefled by .any;Prince with whom 
fhe.was ‘in-alliance ; | but: this-attempt: proved.,an- 
fuccefsfulby: means of the divifion which arofe 
amongit the:Voluntiers. The:next year, 1580, up- 
on the defcent . of the Spanifh.and’ Italian forces 


inv Ireland under the Pope’s»banner, for the fap- 


port.of the Defmonds in their, rebellion ,in Mun. 
fter, he hadia captain’s commiffion under the lord 
Grey of Wilton, towhom at that time the famous 
Spenfer was fecretary ; but the chief fervices which 
captain’ Raleigh performed, were under Thomas 
earl of Ormond, :governor: of Munfter., He fur- 
prized the! Irifh Kerns; at Ramile,.and having..in- 
clofed them, took every rebel upon.the. {pot,, who 
did not fall in the confligt... Among the: prifoners 
there was one laden owith Withies, who being 
asked, what he intended to have, done with them? 
‘boldly anfwered, «to have shung -up the -Englith 
Churles ;-uponiwhich, Raleigh. ordered. him to be 
ummediately .difpatehed in that manner, and. the 
‘reft--of the robbers and murderers to~be punifhed 
‘according :tortheirrdeferts*. (The earl of . Or- 
‘mond ‘departing: for’England in: the:fpring-of the 
year 1581, his. government .of Munfter was given 
to captain Raleigh ; in which. -he behaved. with 
great vigilance and ‘honour, he feught-the Arch 
rebel Barry :at-Clove, :-whom»he -charged -with the 
utmoft bravery, and after,a:hard ftruggle,-put.to 


‘fight. In the month of Auguft, .1581,,captain 


john:Gouchbeing -appointed:Governour,.of Mun- 


Hooker, fol 167, 
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fter by the Lord Deputy, Raleigh attended him 
in feveral journies to fettle and compofe that 
country; but the chief place of their refidence 
was Cork, and after Gouch had cut off Sir John 
Defmond, brother to the earl of Defmond, 
who was at the head of the rebellion, he left the 
government of that city to Raleigh:||, whofe com- 
pany being not long after disbanded upon the 
redudiion of that earl, the flaughter of his~ bro- 
ther, and the fubmiffion of Barry, he returned to 
England. ‘The Lord Deputy Grey having refign- 
ed the {word in Ireland towards the end of Au- 
guft, 1582, the difpute between him and Raleigh, 
upon reafons which are varioufly afligned by diffe- 
rent writers, was brought to a hearing before the 
council table in England, where the latter fupport- 
ed his caufe with {uch abilities as procured him 
the good opinion both of her Majeity, and the 
Lords of the Council, and this, added to the patro- 
nage of the earl of Leicefter,  is:. fuppofed to 
be one confiderable occafion of his preferment, 
though it did not immediately take. place, nor 
could the hopes of it reftrain him from a fe- 
cond expedition with his brother Sir Humphry 
Gilbert to Newfoundland, for which he: built a 
fhip of zoo tons called The Bark Raleigh, and 
furnifhed jt compleatly for the voyage, in which 
lie refolved to attend his brother 2s his Vice-Ad- 
miral. That fleet departed from Plymouth the rith 
of June, -1583; but after it had been two or three 
days at fea, a contagious diftemper having 
{eized the whole crew .of Raleigh’s ship, obliged 
him to return to that. port ; however by this acci- 
dent, he efcaped the misfortune of that expediti- 
on; for after Sir Humphry had taken poffeflion of 
Newfoundland, in the right ‘of the crown of Eng- 
-Jand, and affigned lands to every man of his.com- 
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pany 


Sir WALTER: RALEIGH. 188 


pany, and failed three hundred leagues in thé” 


voyage home with full hopes of the Queen’s af- 
fiftance to fit out a fleet next year, he unfortu- 
nately perifhed ; for venturing rafhly in a frigate 
of but ten tons, he was on the ninth of Septem- 
ber that.year at midnight fwallowed up in am high 
fea, another veffel fuffered the fame fate, and 
even the reft returned not without great hazard 
and lofs ||: but this ill fuccefs could not divert 
Raleigh from purfuing a fcheme of fuch impor- 
tance to his country as thofe difcoveries in North 
America. - He drew up ‘an account. of the advan- 
tage of fuch a defign, and the means of profe- 
cuting it, which he laid before the Queen and 
Council, who were fo well fatisfied with the pro- 
bability of fuccefs, thaton the z5th of March, 1584, 
her Majefty granted him letters patent, in favour 
of his projeft, containing free liberty to difcover 
fuch remote heathen and barbarous lands, as were 
not actually poffeffed by any Chiftian prince, nor 
inhabited by Chriftian’ people. Immediately upon 
this grant, Raleigh chofe two able and experienced 
captains, and furnifhed them with two. veffels fitted 
out at his own expence, with fuch expedition that 
on the 27th of April following they fet {ail for 
the Weft of England, ‘taking their courfe by the 
Canary Iflands, where they arrived on the roth 
of May, towards the Weft Indies ; and that being 
in thofe days the beft and moft frequented ‘rout 
to America, they paffed by the Carribbe Iffands in 
the beginning of June, and reached the Gulph of 
Florida on the 2d of July, failing alone the fhore 
about one hundred and twenty miles before thev 
could find a convenient harbour. At laft they 
debarked in a very low land, which proved tobe 
an ifland called Wohoken; ‘and after taking for- 


|| Captain Haynes’s Report of Sir Humphry Gilbert’s voyage 
to Newfoundland, vol, iii, po 34g. ; 
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mal poffeffjon of the country, they carried on 2 
friendly correfpondence with the native Indians, 
who fupplied them with a great variety of fith 
and: venifon, ‘and. gave them furs, and deerfkins in 
exchange for trifles. ‘Thus encouraged by the na- 
tives, eight of the company in a boat, went up. 
the river Occam twenty miles, and next day in the 
evening they came to an ifland called Roanah, 
which was but feven leagues from the place where 
their fhips lay. Here they found the refidence of 
the Indian chief, whofe name was Grangamineo, 
whofe .houfe confifted of nine apartments built 
of Cedar, fortified round with fharp pieces of tim- 
ber : His wife. came out to them, and ordered the 
eople to carry them from the boat. on their backs, 
and fhewed them many other ‘civilities. ‘They. con- 
tinued their intercourfe with the natives for fome 
time, fill viewing the fituation of the adjacent 
country, andiafter having obtained the beft infor- 
mation they could of the number and ftrength of 
the Indian:nations in that neighbourhood, and of 
their connexions, alliances, or contefts with each 
other, they returned about the middle of Septem- 
ber to England, and made fuch an advantageous 
report of the fertility of the foil, and healthinefs 
of.the climate, that the Queen: favoured the de- 
fign of fettling.a colony:in,that country, to which 
fhe was: pleafed to give the name of Virginia |]. 
About two months after, Raleigh was chofen 
Knight of the Shire for his county of Devon, and 
“made a-confiderable figure in parliament, where a 
bill. paffed in confirmation of ~his patent for the 
difcovery of foreign countries. .During the courfe 
of this feflions, he received: the honour of: knight- 
hood :from her Majefty, .a diftin@tion the, more 
honourable ta ,him,.as the Queen was extream- 
ly cautious, in confering titles; and befides the 


 Oldys, fol. 225. 
patent 
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patent for difcoveries, fhe grantedhim,about the fame 
time, a power to licenfe the vending of wines through- 
out the kingdom, which was in all probability ve- 
ry lucrative to him; but it engaged him in a difpute 
with the univerfity of Cambridge, which had oppofed 
one Keymer, whom he had licenfed to fell wine there, 
contrary to the privileges of that univerfity. 

The parliament being prorogued, Raleigh, in- 
tent upon planting his, new colony in Virginia, fet 
out his own fleet of feven fail for that country, un- 
der the command of his coufin Sir Richard Green- 
ville, who after having vifited the country, left 
behind him an hundred and feven perfons to fettle a 

. colony at Roanah; in ‘his return to England, he 
took a'Spanith prize worth 500001. but this was not 
the only circumftance of good fortune which hap- 
pened to Raleigh this year ; for the rebellion in 
Ireland being now fuppreffed, aud the forfeited lands 
divided into Signiories, among thofe principally who 
had been inftrumental in the important fervice of 
reducing that country ; her Majefty granted him one 
of the largeft portions, confifting of twelve thoufand 
acres in the counties of Cork. and Waterford, with 
certain privileges and immunities, upon condition, 
of planting and improving the fame, to which 
the othér grantees were obliged. 

In the year 1586. we find our author fo -highly 

advanced in the Queen’s favour, fo extremely ‘po- 
pular on account .of his,patronage of learned men, 
asd the active fpirit he exerted in bufinefs, that her 
Majefty made him fene{chal in the dutchy -of Curn- 
wall. -But thefe diftinétions. incurred, the ufual ef- 
fects of court preferment,,and expofed Sir Walter 
to the envy of thofe who were much inferior to 


_ himin merit ;-and even the earl of Leicefter himfelf, 


who had formerly been his-great patron, became 
jealous of him, and fet up in oppofition to him, 
his nephew the young earl of Effex. The Come- 
dians likewife took the liberty to refleét upon Ra- 
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leigh’s power, and influence upon the Queen ; which 
her Majefty refented fo highly as to forbid ‘Tarleton, 
the moit celebrated actor of that age, from approach- 
ing her prefence. 

Raleigh, follicitous for the profperity of the plan- 
tation in Virginia, fent out new fupplies from time 
to time, fome of whom were obliged to retuin home ; 
and the general alarm fpread over the nation on ac- 
count of the Spanifh invafion, threw all things into 
diforder. 

Abou: the beginning of the year 1587 he was raifed 
to the dignity of captain of her majefty’s guard, 
which he held together with the place of lord-war- 
den of the Stannaries, and lientenant-general of the 
county of Cornwall. From ‘this time till the year 
1594, we find Sir Walter continually engaged in pro- 
jecting new expeditions, fending fuccours to colonies 


‘abroad, or managing affairs in Parliament with con- 


fummate addrefs. 
In the year 1593, we find Father Parfons the jefuit 
charging him with no lefs a crime. than atheifm, 
and that he had founded a fchool in which he 
taught atheiftical -principles, and had made a 
great many young gentlemen converts to them; the 
moft confiderable authority to countenance the fuf- 
picions of SirWalter's religion, is that of Archbifhop 
Abbot, who in a letter dated at Lambeth, addreffed 
to Sir Thomas Roe, then an ambaflador at the Mo- 
gul’s court, exprefsly charges Sir Walter with 
doubting God’s being and omnipotence * ; but it is 
highly probable Sir Walter’s opinions might be 
mifrep:efented by his enemies, or wrong concluf- 
ons drawn from thofe which he maintained ; and 
it would be a: fhocking injuitice to the memory 
of fo great a man to fufpe& him of irreligion, 
whofe writings contain not the leaft trace of it, 
and whofe Hiftory of the World in particular breathes 
a ftrong fpirit of real and genuine piety. 
Inthe heighth of his favour with the Queen, he fellun- 
i * Birch’s life of Raleigh. 4 
er 
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der her majefty’s difpleafure, for being enamoured 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Throgmorton, one ofthe Queen’s 
maids of honour, whom he debauched; and fuch 
it feems was the chaftity of the’e times, that a frailty of 
that fort was looked upon as the higheft offence 
Her Majefty was fo exafperated, that fhe command- 
ed him to be confined fevera! months, and after 
his enlargement forbid him the court, whence the 
poor lady was likewife difmiffed from her attendance 
about thé maiden queen, who appeared in this cafe 
the champion of virginity. Sir Walter foon made 
her an honourable reparation by marriage, and they 
were both examples ‘of conjugal affection and fidelity. 
During the time our author continued under her ma- 
jefty’s difpleafure for this offence, he projected the 
“difcovery of the rich and extenfive empire of Gui- 
‘ana, in the fouth of America, which the Spaniards 
had thenvifited,and to that day had never conquered. 
For this purpofe, having colleéted informations re- 
lating to it, he fent an old officer to take a view of 
the coaft, who returned the year following with a 
very favourable account of the riches of the country, 
which he had received from fome of the principal 
Cafliques upon the borders of it.’ This determined 
Raleigh’s refolation, who provided a. fquadron 
of fhips at a very great expence, and the lord 
high admiral Howard, and Sir Robert Cecil con- 
ceived fo good an opinion of the defign, that both 
concurred in it. He perfonally engaged in the at- 
tempt, andwith xo great number of fhips fo far explor- 
edthe unknown country, that he made greater progrefs 
ina few monthsthan the Spaniards had done formany 
years, and’ having fatisfied himfelf of the certainty 
of the gold mines of the country, he returned home 
with honour and riches the latter end of the fummer 
1595, and in the year following publifhed in quarto 
An Accountof theVoyage and ifcoveries, dedicated 
to lord admiral Howard and Sir Robert Cecil. 
The next year Sir Walter was fo far reftored to 
the 
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the Queen’s favour, that he was engaged in the .im- 
portant and fuccefsful expedition to Cadiz, in which 
the earl of Effex,and lord admiral Howard were 
joint commanders, and: Raleigh of the ‘council .of 
war, and one of the admirals. In this, as in all 
his other expeditions, he behaved with equal con- 
duct and courage. After his return from the fuccefs- 
ful expedition under the earl of Effex, he promoted 
a reconciliation between that nobleman and fecretary 
Cecil, in confequence of which he was himfelf full 
reinftated. in the Queen’s favour, and had the com- 
mand of captain of the guard reftored to him with 
other marks of her forgivenefs. 

In 1597 he was employed in the ifland voyage as 
rear admiral, the earl of Effex having the chief 
command, and the lord Thomas Howard the pott 
of vice-admiral, The defign of it was to defeat and 
deftroy at Ferol, as well.as in the other ports of the 
enemy, the Spanifh fleet intended for a new expedi- 
tion againft England and Jreland ; and to feize up- 
on fuch Indian fleets of treafure, as they fhould meet 
with belonging to the king of Spain; to con- 
quer, reftrain, and garrifon, moit of the Ifles of 
the Azores, and efpecially the Terceras. -But-the 
fuccefs of this expedition did not anfwer the great. 
nefs of the preparations for it; the jealoufy of the 
earl of Effex the -commander, obftruGing the 
fervices which Sir Walter's abilities might otherwife 
have performed. Inthe council of war, which was 
held before the ifle of Flores, it was refolved that 
the general and Sir Walter fhould jointly attack the 
ifland of Fyal; where the lattcr.waited feven days 
for his lordfhip, and -hearing nothing of him, cal- 
led a council of war, in which it was determined 
that Raleigh fhould attempt the town himfelf, which 
he did with aftonifhing bravery and fuccefs. Ejfex 
finding himfelf deprived of the honour of taking Fyal, 
was exafperated to fuch a degree, that he broke 
fome of the officers who had behaved with great 
gallantry 
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gallantry under Raleigh, and fome of his. f{yco- 
phants alledged‘that Raleigh himfelf deferved to‘lofe 
his head for breach of articles in landing without his 
lordfhips orders. Upon their return to England the 
earl endeavoured to transfer the mifcarriages of the 
expedition upon Raleigh, and gained to: his fide the. 
populace, whom Sir Walter: never courted, and : 
whofe patronage he {corned ; but the Queen herfelf 
was not well pleafed with the earl’s condud, fince 
it was judged he might have done more than he did ; 
and his proceedings againft Sir Walter in calling his: 
actions to public queftion, were highly difapproved*. 
~The next important tranfaction we find Raleigh 
engaged in, was in-1601, when the unfortunate earl 
of Effex, who had calumniated him to the king of : 
Scotland, and endeavoured all he could to fhake his 
intereft, was fo ill advifed by his creatures, as to. at- 
tempt a public infurrection. Raleigh was aétive in 
{upprefling it: the earl pretended: that the caufe of | 
his taking arms was to defend himfelf againi they 
violence of his perfonal enemies, the lord Cobham 
and Raleigh having formed a defign of murdering: , 
him ; tho’ on the other hand it is pretty certain, that 
Sir Ferdinand Gorges, one.of the earl’s accomplices, 
afterwards accufed Sir Chriftopher Blount,: another 
of them, for perfuading him to kill, or at leatt ap- 
rehend, Sir Walter; which:Gorges refufing, Blount 
difcharged four fhots after. him;in-a boat. Blount 
acknowledged this, and at.the time of his execution 
afked SirWalter forgivenefs for it ; which he readily 
granted, While the earl garifoned his houfe,. 
Sir Walter was one of thofe who. invefted) it, and 
when his lordfhip was brought to: his trial, he with 
forty of the queen’s guard. was _prefent upon duty, 
and was likewife examined with relation toa confe- 


~ rence which he had upon the. Chames the morning of 


: 


* Letter of Rowland-White, Efq; to Sir Robert Sidney, 
November 5, 1597. hea ® 
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the infurrection with Sir Ferdinando Gorges. At 
the execution of Effex, fix days after, in the Tower, 
Raleigh attended, probably in his character of cap- 
tain of the guard, and ftood near the fcaffold that 
he might the better anfwer if ‘Effex fhould be 
defirous of fpeaking to him, ‘but retired before the 
earl’s execution, becaufe the people feemed to take 
his appearance there in a wrong light ; tho’ he 
afterwards repented of it, as the earl expreffed an 
;nclination to fee and fpeak with him before his 
death, which was in all probability to have afked 
Raleigh’s forgivenefs for having traduced, and ca- 
lumniated him in order to colour his. own rafh 
defigns. 

In 1602 our author fold his eftate in Ireland, to 
Mr. Boyle, afterwards earl of Cork, and about Mid- 
fammer he fettled his eftate of Sherbone on his fon 
Walter, on account of a challenge which he had re- 
ceived from Sir Amias Prefton, who had been 
knighted at Cadiz by the earl of Effex; which 
@hallenge Sir Walter intended to accept, and there- 
fore difpofed his affairs in proper order. ‘The caufe 
of their quarrel does not appear, but they were af- 
terwards reconciled without proceeding to a duel*. 

The death of Queen Elizabeth on the 24th of 
March 1602-3 proved a great misfortune to Ra- 
leigh ; James her fucceffor having been prejudiced 
againit him by the earl of Effex, who infinuated that 
Raleigh was no friend to his fucceffion, nor had any 
regard for his family. And thefe prejudices were 
heightened by fecretary Cecil in his private corref- 
pondence with that pufilanimous, jealous prince, be- 
fore he afcended the Throne of England, or at leaft 
immediately upon that event; for tho’ Raleigh and 
Cecil had united againft Effex, yet after the ruin of 
that earl 2nd his party, their feeming friendfhip 
terminated in a mutual ftruggle for a fuperiority of 


* Oldys; fol. 167. - 
power. 
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power. But there is another important caufe of 
James’s difguft to Sir Walter, which is, that he, lord 
Cobham, and Sir John Fortefcue, would have ob- 
liged the king to articles before he was admitted to 
the throne, and that the number of his countrymen 
fhould be limitted; which added to the circumitance 
of Sir Walter’s zeal to take off his mother, infpired 
his majefty with a confirmed averfion to him; and 
indeed the tragical end of the queen of Scots is, per- 
haps, the greateit error with which the annals of that 
glorious reign is ftained. Raleigh in vain endeavour- 


ed to gain the affection of the new king, which he - 


attempted by transfering on fecretary Cecil the blood 
of the earl of Effex, as well as that of his royal mo- 
ther ; but this attempt to fecure the affections of 
a weak prince, ended in his ruin, for it ex- 
afperated Cecil the more againft him; and as 
Sir Walter was of an active mastial genius, the king, 
who was a lover of peace, and a natural coward, 
was affraid that fo military a man would involve 
him in a war, which he hated above all things in the 
world. Our author was foon removed from his com- 
mand as captain of the guard, which was beftowed 
upon Sir Thomas Erfkin, his majefty’s favourite as 
well as countryman *, the predeceffor to the earl 
of Mar, whofe actions, performed in the year 1715, 
are recent in every one’s memory. 

Not long after his majeity’s afcending the throne 
of England, Sir Walter was charged with a plot a- 
gainft the king and royal family ; but no clear e- 
vidence was ever produced that Raleigh had any 
concern in it. The plot was to have furprized the 
king and court, to have created commotions mm Scot- 
land, animated the difcontented in England, and ad- 
vanced Arabella Stuart, coufin to the king, to the 
throne, Arabella was the daughter of lord Charles 
Stuart, younger brother to Henry lord Darnly, and 


* Oldys, fol. 157. 
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fon to the duke of Lenox. She was afterwards 
married to William Seymour, fon to lord Beau- 
champ, and grandfon to the earl of Hertford ; and 
both were confined for the prefumption of marrying 
without his majefty’s confent, from, which they 
made their efcape, but were again retaken. Lady 
Arabella died of grief, and Mr. Seymour lived to 
be a great favourite with Charles J. Raleigh per- 
fifted in avowing his ignorance of the plot, and when 
he came to his trial, he behaved himfelf fo pru- 
dently, and defended himfelf with fo much force, 
that the minds of the people prefent, who were 
at firft exafperated againft him, were turned from 
the fevereft hatred to the tendereft pity.. Notwith- 
{tanding Sir Walter's proof.that he was innocent 
of any fuch plot, and that lord Cobham, who 
had once accufed him’ had recanted, and figned 
his recantation, nor was produced againit him 
face to face, a pack’d jury brought him in 
guilty of high treafon, Sentence of death being 
pronounced againit him, he humbly requefted’ that 
the king might be made acquainted with the proofs 
upon which he was cait. He accompanied the She- 
riff to prifon with wonderful magnanimity, tho’ in 
a manner fuited to his unhappy fituation. Raleigh 
was kept near a month at Winchefter in daily expec- 
tation of death, and in a very pathetic letter wrote 
his laft words to his wife the night before he expec- 
ted to fuffer *, in which he hoped his blood would 
guench-,their malice who had murdered him, and 
prayed God to forgive his perfecutors, and accufers, 
The king figned the warrant for the executionrof the 
lords Cobham and Grey, and Sir Giifin Maikham, 
at Winchefter, pretending, fays lord Cecil, to for- 
bear Sir Walter for the prefent, till lord Cobham’s 
death had given fome light how far he would make 
good his accufation.’ Markham was firft brotight 


* Raleigh’s remains, vol. ii. p. 188. 
upon 
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apon the fcaffold, and when he was on his knees, 
ready to receive the blow of the ax, the groon 
of the bedchamber produced to the fherif his maz 
jefty’s warrant to ftop the execution ; and Markham 
was told that he muit withdraw a while into the hall 
to be confronted by the Lords. Then Lord Grey 
was brought forth, and having poured out his p:ay= 
ers and confeifion, was likew fe called afide, and 
Taftly Lord Cobham was expofed in the fame 
manner, and performed his devotions, though we 
do not find that he faid one word of his guilt or 
innocence, or charged Raleigh with having infti- 
gated him; all which circumftances feem more 
than fufficient to wipe off from the memory of Ras 
leigh the leaft fufpicion of any plot againit James’s 
perfon or government. 

He was remanded, to the Tower of London 
with the reft of the prifoners, of whom Markham 
afterwards obtained his liberty, and travelled abroad. 
Lord Grey of Wilton died in the Tower ; Lord 
Cobham was confined there many years, during 
which, itisfaid, he was examined by the King in ree 
jJation to Raleigh, and entirely cleared him; he af- 
terwards died in the loweft circumftances of diftrefs, 

In Febraary following a grant was made 
by the King of all the goods and chattels forforred 
by Sir Walter’s conviction to the truftees of his 
appointing for the benefit of his creditors, la- 
dy and children, After 12° years. confinement 
in the Tower, in March 1615 he was releafed 
out of it, by the interpofition of the favourite 
Buckingham; but before he quitted that place he 
faw the earl of Somerfet committed there for the 
murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, and afterwards 
condemned, which occafioned Sir Walter to com- 
pare his own. cafe with that of the earl’s, and 
to remark, ‘ That the whole Hiftory of the World 
“had not the like precedent of a King’s prifon- 
* er to purchafe freedom, and‘his bofom favourite 
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* to have the halter, but in fcripture, in the cafe 
‘ of Mordecai and Haman;’ on hearing which, 
the King is faid to have replied, that Raleigh 
might die in that deccit, which afterwards proved 

, for the King pardoned the infamous Somer- 
fet, a murderer, and executed Raleigh, a brave and 
an honeft man, equally to the aftonifhment of the 
world. Sir Walter being now at large, had the 
means of profe cuting his old fcheme of fettling 
Guiana, which he ‘had fo much at heart, that 
even during his impriionment, he held a con- 
{lant correipondence with that country, fending 
thither every year, or every decond year, a fhip, to 
keep the Indians in hopes of being relieved from 
the tyranny of the Spaniards, who had again en- 
croached upon them, and maflacred many, both of 
the inhabitants and of Raleigh’s men. In thefe thips 
were brought feveral natives of the country, with 
whom he converfed in the Tower, and obtained all 
poflible informations concerning it. Upon fuch in- 
formations he offered his fcheme for profecuting his 
difcovery to the court before he undertook it in per- 
fon: nor were there any doubts either as to the 
improbability of the defign, or its unlawfulnefs, 
notwithftanding the peace pees with Spain, other- 
wife the King would not have made fuch grants as 
he «id, even at that time, which fhews that he 
was then-convinced, that Sir Walter had ‘in his firft 
voyage difcovered and taken poflefiion of that coun- 

; forthe crown of England, and confequently 
ap his fubjects were juilly intitled. to any bene- 
fits that might arife from its difcovery, without 
the leaft re{pect to the pretenfions of the Spa- 
niards: Befides, when Sir -Walter firft moved 
the court upon this fubje€t, the Spanifh match 
was not thought of,-and the King’s neceffities 
being then very prefling, he may be™ prefumed to 
have conceived great hopes bee that difcovery, 
though he might afterwards change his opinion, 
when 
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when he grew fo unreafonably fond of that match, 
In 1616 he obtained a royal commiflion to fettle 
Guiana at the expence of himfelf and his friends ; 
he was appointed General, and Commander in 
Chief of this enterprize, and Governor of the 
new country, which he was to fettle with ample 
authority ; a power was granted him too, of exer- 
cifing martial law in fuch a manner as the King’s 
Lieutenant General by fea or land, or any Lieu- 
tenants of the counties of England had. Thefe 
powers feem to imply a virtual pardon to Raleigh, 
and perhaps made him lefs folicitous for an actual 
one. Meantime Gondemar the Spanifh ambaffa- 
dor, by his addrefs, vivacity, and flattering the 
humours of James, had gained a great afcendency 
over him, and began to make a great clamour a- 
bout Raleigh’s preparations, and from that mo- 
ment formed {chemes of deftroying him. The 
whole expence of this expedition was defrayed by 
Raleigh and his friends ; the fleet confifted of about 
feven fail. On the 17th of November, 1617, they 
came in fight of Guiana, and foon after to an- 
chor, in five degrees off the river Caliana, where 
they remained till the 4th of December. Raleigh 
was received with great joy by the Indians, who 
not only affifted him with provifions, and every 
thing elfe in their power, but offered him the fo- 
yereignty of their country if he would fettle a- 
mongft them, which he declined to accept ||. His 
extreme ficknefs for fix weeks prevented him from 
undertaking the difcovery of the mines in perfon, 
and was obliged to depute captain Keymis to that 
fervice; and accordingly on the 4th of December, 
ordered five fmall fhips to fail into the river Oro- 
nogue. When they landed, they found a Spanith 
garrifon between them and the mine, which fally- 
ing out unexpectedly, put. them in confufion, and 
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gave them Lattle. In this confli& young. Raleigh 
was killed, and by a fatal miftake, captain Keymis 
did not. prove the mine, but burnt and plundered 
the Spanifh garrifon, and found amongit the gover. 
nor’s papers one, which informed him, that Raleigh’s 
expedition. had been: betrayed, and that he was to 
beacrificedto.the Spaniards. Upon Key mis’s un- 
fuccefsful attempt, Raleigh fharply rebuked him 
for: his miftake, anda deviation from his orders, 
which, fo much affeéted that captain, that he thot 
himfelf in his own cabbin, and finding the wound 
not mortal, he finifhed: his delign. by a long knife 
with which he ftabbed himfelfito the heart. In this 
diitrefsful fituatien Raleigh returned home, and 

his arrival at Pl]; mouth, a declaration: 
gainit him ; at. which he took the alarm, 
and contrived to convey. himielf out of the kingdom 


ina vefiel hired for that purpoie by an:old officer of 
his ; but changing his cpinion in that refpect, 


he praceeded in his journey to London. 


Yet thinking it proper to gain time for the 
appealing his. majefty, by the afliftance of one 


Maneuric a French quack, he counterfeited fick. 
nefs for. feveral; days, during which he wrote his 
ogy. However on the 7th of Auguit he arriy- 
ed at London, where he was confined in his own 
hou’e; but having fill good reafons not to trui 
himfeif to the mercy of the court, he formed a de- 
sign to e{cape into France, which Sir Lewis Stack. 
ley, who.was privy to, and encouraged it, difco- 
vered,. and Sir Walter being feized:in a boat upon ° 
the river below Woolwich, was afecond time, on 
the roth of Auguft, committed to the Tower; but 
tho’ his ceath fcemed abfolutely determined, yet it 
je2med-difiicult to find a method of accom plifhing 
it, ince his-conductiin the late expedition could not 
be. ftretched:in law.to fuch a fentence. It was req 
folyed therefore, to facrifice him to the refentment 
oi tpain, in amanner fo fhameful, that it has jufly 


expofed 
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expofed the conduc of the court to the indignation 
of all fucceeaing ages, and tranfmitted the pufilia- 
nimows monarch with infamy to poiterity. They 
cailed him down to judgment upon his former fen- 
tence pailed fifteen years before, which they were 
not then afhamed to execute. A privy feal was fent 
to the judges to order immediate execution, on which 
a conference was held Friday the 24th of O&. 1688, 
between all the judges of England, concerning the 
manner, how prifoners who have been attaint- 
ed of treafun and fet at liberty, fhould be brought 
to execution. In confeguence of their refolution, a 
privy feal came to the King’s-Bench, commanding 
that court to proceed againft Sir Walter according 
to law, who uext day received notice of the coun- 
‘cil to prepare himieif for death ; and on Wednef- 
day the 28th of that month,at 8 o’clockin the morn- 
Ing, was taken out ‘of bed in the hot f: of an agug, 
and carried to the Kaog’s-Bench, Weitminiter, where 
execution was awarded againit him. The next 
morning, the 29th of Oétober, the day of the lords 
mayor’s inauguration, a folemnity never perhaps at- 
tended before with a public execution, Sir Walter 
was conductéd by the fheriffs of Middlefex to the 
Old Palace Yard in Weftminfter, where mounting 
the fcaffold, he behaved with the moft undaunted 
{pirit, and feeming cheerfulnefs. The bitho 
of Salifbury (Tohon) bemg farprized atthe hero's 
contempt of death, and expoftulating with him wp 
on it; he told him plainly that he never ‘feared 
death, and much lefs then, for which he bleffed God, 
and as to the manner of it, tho’ to others it mighe 
feem grievous, yet for himfelf he had rather die {0 
than in a burning fever. This verifies the noble ob- 
fervation of Shakefpear, that all heroes have a con- 
tempt of death; which he puts in the mouth of Julius 
Cefar when his friends diffuaded him from goin. te 
the Senate-Houfe. ; 
Kz Cowards 
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Cowerds die many atime before their deaths, 

The walie tT neo rer tait f lp t 3 

The valiant never tafte of death but once. 

eda) £ 

Of all the wonders, I have heard of yet, 

It feems to me moft ftrange, that men fhould 
fear, 

Seeing that death, the neceflary end, 

Will come, when it will come. 


Sir Walter eat his break faft that morning, {moak- 
ed his pipe, and made no more of death, than if he 
had been to take a journey. On the fcaffold he 
converfed freely with the Earl of Arundel and others 
of the nobility, and vindicated himfelf from two 
fufpicions ; the firft, of entering into a confederacy 
with France; the fecond, of {peaking difloyally of 
his Majefty. He cleared himfelf-likewife of the 
fufpicion of having perfecuted the Earl of Effex, 
or of infulting him at his death. He concluded 
with defiring the good people to join with him in 
prayer, to that great God of Heaven, “ whom (fays 
‘¢ he) I have grievoufly offended, being a man full 
«« of vanity, who has lived a finful life,-in fuch 
“ callings as have been moft inducing to it: For I 
«‘ have been a foldier, a failor, and a courtier; 
‘ which are courfes of wickednefs and vice.” The 
proclamation being made that all men fhould de- 
part the {caffold, he prepared himfelf for death, 
gave away his hat and cap, and money to fome 
attendants that ftood near him.. When he took leave 
of the lords, and other gentlemen that ftood near 
him, he entreated the Lord Arundel to prevail with 
the King, that no fcandalous writings to defame him, 
ficuld be publithed after his death ; concluding, “ I 
«« have a long journey to go, and therefore will 
«« take my leave.” Then having put off his gown 
and doublet, he called to the executioner to fhew 
him the axe, which not being prefently done; he 
faid, “ I pray thee let me {ce it ; don’t. thou 

“ think 
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* think I am afraid of it; and having it in his 
hands he felt along the edge of it, and fmiling,, 
faid to the fherif ; “‘ This is a fharp medicine, 
«« but it is a phyfician for all difeafes.” The ex- 
ecutioner Isneeling down and afking him forgiveneis, 
Sir Walter laying his hand upon his fhoulder grant- 
ed it; and being asked which way he would lay, 
himfelf on the block, he anfwered, ** So the heart 
‘* be right, it is no matter which way the head lies.” 
His head was ftruck off at two blows, his body ne- 
ver fhrinking nor moving. His head was thewn cn 
each fide of the fcaffold, and then put intoa rd 
leather bag, and with his velvet night-gown thrown 
over, was afterwards conveyed away in a mourning 
coach of his lady’s. His body was interred in the 
chancel of St. Margaret’s Church, Weitminfter, but 
his head was long preferved ina cafe by his widow, 
who furvived him twenty-years. 

Thus fell Sir Walter Raleigh in the 66th year of 
his age, a facrifice to a contemptible adminittration, 
and the refentment of a mean prince: A man of fo 
great abilities, that neither that nor the preceding 
reign produced his equal. His charatter was a 
combination of almoft every eminent quality ; he 
was the foldier, ftatefmen, and fcholar united, and 
had he lived with the heroes of antiquity, he 
would have made a ju& parallel to Cefar, and 
Xenophon, like them being equal mafter of the 
fword and the pen. One circamiftance muft not 
be omitted, which in a life fo full of action as 
his, is fomewhat extraordinary, viz. that whe- 
ther he was on board his fhips upon important 
and arduous expeditions, buiy im court tran- 
factions, or purfuing fchemes of pleafure, he ne- 
ver failed to dedicate at leaft four hours every 
day to ftudy, by which he became fo much maf- 
ter of all knowledge, and was enabled, as a poet 
beautifully exprefles it, to enrich the world with 
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his prifon-hours +. As the fentence of Raleigh 
blackens but his King, fo his memory will be 
ever dear to the Tovers of learning, « and of their 
country : and tho’ he makes not a very great fi- 
ure as a poet, having bufinefs of greater im- 
ortance continually upon his hands; yet it 
uld have been an unpardonable negligence. to 
i he does honour to the li#, and de- 
ferves all the encomiums an honeft mind can DIVE, 
or the moft mafterly pen beftow; and it were to 
be wifhed fome man of eminent talents, whofe 
genius is turned to biography, (of fuch at prefent 
we are not deftitute) would: undertake the life of 
this hero, and by mixing pleafing and natural re- 
flexions with the incidents, as they occur; \not<a 

rymen; as,Ra- 
leigh’s life is the ampleft field for fuch an at- 
tempt to fucceed in, 


Level att ela and Pe pes Pm 4 ~ + 
httle inftruct and delight his count 
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His works are, 

Orders to be obferved by the commanders of 
the fleets and. land companies, under the condu@ 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, bound for the South parts 
of America, given at Plymouth 3d May 1617. 

The Dutiful Advice of a Loving Son to his Aged 
Father. 

A Brief Relation of Sir Walter Raleigh’s Troubles ; 
with the taking away the lands and caftle of Sher- 
burn from him and his heirs, which were granted 
to the Earl of Briftol. 


Maxims of State. 


‘The Prerogatives of Parliament. 
The Cabinet Council ; containing the Arts of 


Empires and Myfteries of State. 

A Difcourfe touching a Marriage between Prince 
Beary of England, and a Daughter of Savoy. 

A. Difcourfe touching a War with Spain, and of 
the Protecting the Netherlands, 


+ Thompfon. 
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A Difcourfe of the original and Fundamental 
Caufe of natural, arbitrary, neceffary, and unnatu- 
ral War. 

A Difcourfe of the inventions of Ships, Anchors, 
and Compafs, 

Obfervations concerning the Royal Navy, and 
Sea fervice. ‘To Prince Henry. 

Obfervations touching Trade and Commerce with 
the Hollanders and other Nations. 

A Voyage for the Difcovery of Guiana. 

An Apology for the Voyage to Guiana. 

A Letter to Lord Carew touching Guiana. 

__ An Introduction to a Breviary of the Hiftory of 
England ; withthe Reignof William the Conqueror. 

The Seat of Government. 

Obfervations on the Caufes of the Magnificence 
and Opulerice of Cities. 

The Sceptic. 

Inftru@ions to his Son, 

Letters. 

Poems. 


I fhall give a fpecimen of Sir Walter’s poetry 
in a piece called the Vifion of the Fairy Queen. 


- Methought I {awe the grave where. Laura lays 
Within that temple, where the veital flame, 
Was wont to burne : and paffing by that Ways 
To fee that buried duit of living fame, 
Whofe tombe fair love, and fairer virtue kept, 
All fuddenly I fawe the Fairy Queene : 
At whofe approach the foul of Petrarche wept 
And, from “henceforth, thofe Graces were not 
( {cene ; . . 
For they this queen attended; in whofe fteede 
Oblivion laid him down in ‘Laura’s hearfe - 
Hereat the hardeft ftones were {een to bleed, - 4 
And grones of buried ghofts the Heavens did 
perfe ; 
As Where 
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‘Where Homer’s fpright did tremble all for 


griefe, 
And curft th’ acceffe of that celeftial 
thief. 


But the moft extraordinary work of Sir Walter’s 
is his Hiftory of the World,compofed in the ‘Tower ; 
it has never been without its admirers ; and I fhall 
clofe the account of our author’s works, by the ob- 
fervation of the ingenious author of the Rambler 
upon this hiftory, in a paper in which he treats of 
Englifh Hiftorians, No. .122. «« Raleigh (fays 
«. he) is defervedly celebratid for the labour of his 
<< refearches, and the elegance of his file; but he 
‘* has endeavoured to exert his judgment. more 
“‘ than his genius, to felect facts, rather than a- 
« dorn them. He has produced a hiftorical dif- 
* fertation, but has feldom rifen to the majeity 
“< of hiftory.” 
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Dr. Joun Donne, 


N eminent poet, and divine of the laftcentury, 

was born in London in the year 1573. His fa- 

ther was a merchant, defcended from a very anci- 
ent family in Wales, and his mother from Sir Tho- 
mas More, Chancellor of England. He was educa- 
ted in his father’s houfe under a tutgp till the rath 
year of his age, + when he was fenfto:Oxford ; at 
which time it was obferved of him, as of the famous 
Pica Mirandula, that he was rather born wife than 
made fo by fudy. He was admitted commoner of 
Harthall, together with his younger brother, in 


+ Walton’s Life of Donne : 
Michaelmas 


Dr. JOHN DONNE. 203 


Michaelmas term 1584 *. By advice of his relati- 
ons, who were Roman Catholics, he declined tak- 
ing the oath tendered upon the occafion of taking 
degrees. After he had ftudied three years at the 
Univerfity, he removed to Cambridge, and from 
thence three years after to Lincoln’s-Inn. About 
this time his father died, and left him a portion of 
30001. He became foon diftinguifhed at Lincoln’s- 
Inn, by his rapid progrefs in the law. He was now 
eighteen years of age, and as yet had attached him- 
felf to no particular denomination of Chriftians, and 
as his relations were bigotted to the Romifh faith, he 
was induced to examine the controverfy, and to em- 
brace publickly that which appeared to him to be 
beft fupported by the authority of the ferip- 
tures. HWe~relinquifhed the ftudy cf the law, 
and devoted himfelf entirely to that of-thé con- 
troverted points between the Proteftants and Catho- 
lics, which ended in a thorough conviion of 
the truths of the reformed religion. | 
_ Inthe years 1596 and 1597 Mr. Donne attended 
the Earl of Effex in his expeditions againft Cadiz 
and the Azores-Iflands, and. flayed fome years in 
Italy and Spain, and foon after his return to Eng- 
land he was-made fecretary to lord chancellor 
Egerton. This probably was intended by his 
lordfhip. only as an  introduétion to a more 
dignified place ; for he frequently exprefled a high 
opinion of his fecretary’s abilities ; and when he 
afterwards, by the follicitation of his lady, parted 
with him, he obferved that he was fitter to be a 
fecretary to a Monarch than to him. When he 
was in the lord chancellor’s family, he married pri-- 
vately without the confent of her. father, the 
daughter of Sir George More, chancellor of the 
Garter, and lord lieutenant of the Tower, who fo 
mouch refented his daughter’s marriage without his 


* Wood vol. 1. col, 5545 
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confent, that he procured our author’s difmiffion from 
the chancellor’s fervice, and got him committed to 
prifon. Sir George’s daughter lived in the lord 
chancellor's family,- and was niece to his lady. 
Upon Sir George’s hearing that his daughter had 
engaged her heart to Tonnes, hé@ removed:her to his 
own houfe in Surry, and friends on. both ‘fides 
endeavoured to weaken their affection for each 
other, but without fuccefs ; for having exchanged 
the moft facred promifes, they found means to con- 
fummate a bavate marriage. Our author was not 
Jong in obtaining his liberty, but was obliged to be 
aut the expence of a tedious law-fuit to recover the 
poffefion of his wife, who was forcibly detained 
from him. At length Our poet’s extraordinary me- 
rit and winning behaviour ra far fubdued SirGeorge’ s 
refentment, that he ufed his intereft with the aR: 
cellor to haye his fon-in-law reftored to his place ; 
ut this requeft was refufed ; his lordthip obfe rving, 
that he did not chufe to difcharge and re-admit fer- 
vants at the requeft of his paflionate petitioners. Sir 
George had. been fo far reconciled to his daughter 
and fon, as not to deny his paternal blefling, but 
would contribute nothing towards .their fupport, 
Mr. Donne’s fortune being greatly diminifhed by 
the expence of travels, law-fuits, and. the genero- 
fity of his temper ; however his wants. were in a 
great meafure prevented by the feafonable bounty 
of their kinfman Sir Francis Wooley, who enter- 
tained them feveral 5 years at his houfe at Pilford in 
Surry, where our author had feveral children born 
to him. wee: Hey refidence at Pilford he applied 
himfelf with great diligence and fuccefs to the 
ftudy. of the civil and canon law, and was about 
this time follicited by Dr. Morton, (afterwards 
ford bithop, of Durham) to go into holy Orders, 
and accept of a Benefice the Dogter would have 
refigned to him ; but he thought proper to refufe 
this. obliging ofer. , He lived -with Sir Francis 
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till that gentleman’s death, by whofe mediation. 
a. perfect reconciliation was effected between Mr. 

Donne and his father-in-law ; who obliged himfelf 
to pay our author. 8001. at a certain day as his 
wife's portion, or 20]. quarterly for their main- 
tenance, till it was all paid. 

He was incorporated mafter of arts in the unis 
verfity of Oxford, having before taken the fame 
degree at Cambridge 1610. 

About two years after the reconciliation with his 
father, he was prevailed upon. with much difficulty 
to accompany Sir Robert Drury to Paris §. Mrs. 
Donne, being then big with child and in a languifh- 
ing ftate of health, ftrongly oppofed his departure, 
telling him, that her divining foul. boaded fome ill 
in his abfence ; but Sir Robert's importunity was not 
to be rau eds. and he at laft contented to go with 
him. Mr, Walton gives an account of a vifion 
Mr. Donne had feen after their arrival there, which 
he fays was told him by a perfon of honour, who 
had a. great intimacy with Mr. Donne ; and.as it 
has in fs fomething curious enough, ‘I fhall here 
preient it to.the reader i in that author’s own words * 

‘ Two days-after their arrival there, Mr. Danie 
«« was left alone in that room in which Sir Robert 
‘< and he and fome other friends had dined tage- 
*‘ ther. ‘I'o this place Sir Robert returned within 
« half an hour; and as he left fo he. found Mr. 
“Donne alone, but in fuch an extafy, and fo 
*< altered as to his looks, as amazed Sir Robert 
** to behold him 3 infomuch that he earneftly de- 
“ fired Mr. Donne to declare what had befallen 
“* him in the fhort time of his abfence ; to which 
<‘ he was not able to make a prefent anfwer, 
‘© but after a long and: perplexed paule did at lait 
*« fay : I have feen a dreadful vilton fince I faw 
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““ you; I have feen my wife pafs twice by me 
“through this room with her hair hanging about 
her fhoulders, and a dead child in her arms. 
To which Sir Robert replied, fure Sir, you have 
flept fince you faw mé,-and this is the refult of 
fome melancholy dream, which I defire you to 
forget, for you ‘are now- awake. To which 
Mr. Donne’s reply was: I cannot be furer that 
I now live, than that I have not flept fince I 
faw you; and am as fure that at her fecond ap- 
“* pearing fhe ftopt and looked me in the face and 
** wanifhed.”” Reft and fleep had not altered Mr. 
Donne’s opinion next day, forthen he confirmed his 
vifion with fo deliberate a confidence, that he in- 
clined Sir Robert to a faint belief that the vifion 
wastrue. It is anobfervation, that defire and doubt 
have no reft, for he immediately fent.a fervant to 


«e 


_Drury-Houfe, with a charge to haften back and 


bring him word ‘* whether Mrs. Donne was dead or 
“* alive, andif alive in what condition-the was as to 
«‘ her health.” ‘The twelfth day the meffenger re- 
turned with this account; ‘* that he found and left 
‘‘ Mre. Donne very fad and fick in her bed ; and 
“‘ that after a long and dangerous labour fhe had 
‘«* been delivered of a dead child, and upon exami- 
‘* nation the birth proved to’ be on the fame day, 
«*.and about the very hour Mr. Donne affirmed he 
‘* faw her pafs by him in his chamber. After 
Donne’s return from France, many of the nobility 
prefled the King to confer fome fecular employment 
upon him ; but his Majefty, who confidered-him as 
better qualified for the fervice of the church than the 
flate, rejeCted their requefts, tho’ the Earl of Somer- 
fet, then the great favourite, joined in petitioning 
for his preferment. About this time the difputes 
concerning the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy 
being egitated, Mr. Donne by his Majefty’s fpecial 
command, wrote a treatife on that fubject, entitled, 
Pfeudo Martyr, printed in 4to, 1610, with which his 
Majefty 
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his Majefty was highly pleafed, and being firmly 
refolved to promote him in the church, he preffed 
him to enter into holy orders, but he being refolved 
to qualify himfelfthe better for the facred office 
by itudying divinity, and the learned languages de- 
ferred his entering upon it three years longer, dur.. 
ing which time he made a vigorous application to 
thefe branches of knowledge, and-was then or- 
dained both deacon and prieft, by Dr. John King, 
then bifhop of London. - Prefently after he was ap- 
pointed one of the chaplains in ordinary to his Ma- 
jefty, and about the fame time attending the King 
im a sprogrefs, he was created Dr. in divinity, by 
the univerfity of Cambridge, by the particular re- 
commendation of that Prince *. His abilities and 
induftry in his prof -ffion were fo eminent, and 
himfelf fo well beloved, that within the frft 
year of his entering into holy orders, he had the 
offer of fourteen benefices from perfons of quali- 
ty, but as they lay in the country, his inclination 
of living in London, made him refufe them all. 
Upon hisreturn from Cambridge his wife died, and 
his grief for her lofs was fo great, that for fome 
time he betook himfelf to a retired and folitary 
life : Mrs. Donne died in the year 1617, on the fe- 
venth day after the birth of her twelfth child. 
She left our author in a narrow unfettled fate with 
feven children then living, to herhe gave a vo: 
luntary affurance, that he would never bring them 
under the fubjection of a ftep-mother, and this 
promife he faithfully kept. Soon after the death 
of his wife, he was chofen preacher of Lincoln’s 
Inn, andin the year 1619 appointed by King James 
to attend the earl of Doncafter, in his embafly to 
the Princes of Germany, and about 14 months af- 
ter his return to England, he was advanced to the 
deanery of St. Paul’s, Uponthe vacancy of the 
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deanery, the King fent an order to Dr. Donne, to 
attend him the next day at dinner: When his 
Majefty fat down, he faid, ‘* Dr. Donne, I have 
<¢ invited you to dinner, and though you fit not 
‘© down with me, yet I will carve to you of a 
«* difh that I_ know you love well; for knowing 
«* you love I London, I do ‘hen fiaie make you 
«“ dean of St. Paul’s, and when I have dined, then 
«¢ do you take your beloved difh home to your 
ve’ Rudy, fay grace there to your felf, and much 
“* good may it do you.*” Soon after, another vica- 
rage of St. Dunftan in the Weft, and another be- 
nefice fell to Dr. Donne. "Till the soth year of 
his age he continued in perfect health, when being 
with “his eldeft daughter in Effex, in 1630, he was 
taken ill of a rea which brought on a confump- 
tion; notwithftanding which he returned to London, 
and Labbe in his turn at court as ufual, on 
the firft friday in Lent... He died on the 31ft day 
of Mar h Ags and was buried in the cathedral 
church of St. Paul’s, where a monument was ereG@- 
ed over him. fever fays that amongit other pre- 
parations for death, he made ufe of this very re- 
markable one, ai Grdered an urn to be cot in 
wood, on which was to be placed a board of the 
exact heighth of his body: this being-done, he 
caufed himfelf to be tied up in a winding fheet in 
the fame manner that dead bodies are. Being thus 
fhrouded, and ftanding with his eyes fhut, and with 
jaft fo muc ch of the tod: put afide, as might dif- 
cover his thin, pale, and death-like face, he caufed 
a fkilful painter to draw his pidture. This piece 
being fini fhed, was placed near his bed-fide, and 
here tpipaine Pi as his conftant remembrancer to the 
hour of his death, 

His character as a preacher and a poet are fuffi- 
ciently feen in his incomparable writings. His pers 
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was apt'to be forry for the excefles of it, and like 
moit other pafhonate men, was humane and bene- 
volent. His monument. was compofed of white 
marble, and carved from the pidture juit now men- 
tioned of \him, by order of his executor Dr, King, 
bithop of Chicheiter, who wrote the following in- 
{cription, 
Johannes Donne, S. T. P. 
Pott varia ftudia, quibus ab annis tenerimus fide- 
; liter, 
Nec infeliciter, incubit, . 
Inftin@u et impulfu fpiritus fan&i, monitu ‘et 
-). choratu, 
Regis Jacobi, ordines facros amplexus, 
Anno fui Jefu 1614, et fue etatis 42, 
Decanatu: hujus ecclefizx indutus 27 Novembris 
1621, 
Exutus morte ultimo die Martii' 1631, 
Hic, licet in occiduo cinere, afpicit eum, 


> 
Cujus nomen eft oriens, 


Our author’s poems confit of, 7. Songsand Sonnets, 
2. Epigrams. 3- Elegies. 4. Epithalamiums, or 
Marriage Songs. 5. Satires, 6. Letters to feveral 
Perfonages. 7, Funeral Elegies. 8. Holy Sonnets, 
They. are printed together in one volume I2mo, 
1719, with the addition of elegies upon the author 

y teveral perfons. — Mr. Dryden in ‘his dedication 
of Juvenal to the earl of Dorfet, ‘has given Dr. 
Donne the chara&er of the greareft-wit, though ‘not 
the greateft poet of our nation, and wifhes his fa- 
tires and other works were rendered into modern 
language. Part of this with the world has feen 
happily execated by the great hand of Mr. Pope. 
Betides the Pfeudo-Martyr, and volume of poeins 


now mentioned, there are extant the following works 
of Dr. Donne, viz, 


Devo- 
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fonal qualifications were as eminent as thofe of his 
mind; he-was by nature exceeding paflionate, but 
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Devotions upon emergent Occafions, and feveral 
fieps in ficknefs, 4to. London 16. Paradoxes, Pro- 
blems, Effays, Charaéters, &c. to which is added 
a Book of Epigrams, written in Latin by the fame 
author, and tranflated into Englifh by Dr. Main, as 
alfo Ignatius his contlave, a Satire, tranflated out 
of the original copy written in Latin by the fame 
author, found lately amongit his own papers, 12mo. 
London 1653. ‘Thefe pieces are dedicated by the 
author’s fon, Dr. John Donne, to Francis Lord 
Newport. 

Three Volumes of Sermons, in folio; the firft 
printed in 1640, the fecond in 1649, and the third 
in 1660. 

Eflays on Divinity, being feveral difquifitions 
interwoven with meditations and prayers before he 
went into holy orders, publifhed after his death by 
his fon, 1651. 

Letters to feveral perfons of honour, publifhed 
in 4to. 1654. There are feyeral of Dr. Donne’s 
letters, and others to him from the Queen of Bohe- 
mia, the earl of Carlifle, archbifhop Abbot, and 
Ben Johnfon, printed in a book, entitled A Collec- 
tion of Letters made by Sir Toby Mathews Knt. 
London 1660, 8vo. 

The Ancient Hiftory of the Septuagint, tran- 
flated from the Greek of Arifteus, London 1633, 
4to. ‘This tranflation was revifed, and correcied by 
another hand, anc printed 1685 in 8vo. 

A Declaration of that Paradox or Thefis, that 
Self- Homicide is not fo naturally a fin that it may 
not be otherwife, London, 1644, 1648, &c. 4to. 
The oyiginal under the author's own hand is pre- 
ferved in the Bodleian Library. _ Mr. Walton gives 
this piece the character of an exact and laborious 
treatife, ‘ wherein all the laws violated by that 
« act (felf-murder) are diligently furveyed and ju- 
‘ dicioufly cenfured.’ : 

Thee 
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The piece from whence I fhall take the follow- 
ing quotation, is called a Hymn to God the Fa- 
ther, was compofed in the time of his ficknefs, 
which breathes a fpirit of fervent piety, though no 
great force of poetry is difcoverable in it. 


A Hymn to GOD the FATHER. 


Wilt thou forgive that fin where I begun, 
Which was my fin, tho” it were done before’? 
“Wilt thou forgive that fin through which I run, 
And do run ftill, tho’ ftill I do deplore? 
; When thou haft done, thou haft not done, 
For I have more. 


Wilt thou forgive that fin which I have won, 
Others to fin, and made my fin their door ? 
Wilt thou forgive that fin, which f did fhun, 
A year or two, but wallowed in a {core ? 
When thou’haft done, thou haft not done, 
For I have more. 


I have a fin of fear, when I have fpun, 
My laft thread, I fhall perifh on the fhore; 
But {wear, that at my death, thy fon, 
Shall fhine, as he fhines now, and here‘ofore, 
And having done that, thou haft done, 
I ask no more. 


“d 
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& zabeth, James and Charles lL. {prang from an 
ancient family, originally defcended from the town 
of Drayton in Leicefterfhire, *-but his parents re- 
noving into Warwickfhire, he was born there, as 
he himfelf declares in his Poly-olbion, Song 13. A 
little village called Harful in that county claims 
the honour of his birth, by which accident it is 
raifed from obfcurity ; he was born in the year 
1573, according to the moft accurate computation 
that .can. be. made from the dates of his works. 
When he was but very young hegavefuch difcoveries 
of a rifing genius as rendered hima favourite with his 
tutors, and procured him the patronage of perfons of 
diftingiion. In the year 1573, being then butyabout 
ten years of age, he was page to fome honotra- 
ble perfon, as may be colle&ed from his own 
words: Infome-of his-epitties to enry Reynold 
efquire, it appears that even then he cotid-conitrue 
his Cato, and fome other little collections of fen- 
tences, which made him very anxious to. know, 
what fort of beings the poets were, and very preff- 
ing upon his tutor to make him,’ if ipoffible, a po- 
et. In confequence of this he was put to the read- 
ing of Virgil’s Eclogues, and "till even then, fays 
one of his Biographers, he fcorned any thing 
that looked like a ballad, though written by El- 
derton himfelf. This Elderton was a famous co- 
median in thofe days, and a facetious. companion, 
who having a great readinefs at rhiming, com- 
poied many catches on Loye and Wine, which 
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were then in great vogue among the giddy and vo- 
latile’ part of the town; but he was not more ce- 
lebrated for drollery than dtinking, fo that he ob- 
tained the name of the bacchanalian buffoon, the 
red-nofed: ballad-maker, &c. and at latt by the 
exceilive indulzence of his favourite vice, he fell a 
martyr to it 1692, and Mr. Camden has preferv- 
ed this epitaph on him, which for its humour, I 
fhall here givea place. 


Dead drunk, here Elderton does lie’; 
Dead as he is, he ftill is drie. 
So of him it may well be faid, 

- Here he, but not his thirft; is laid. 


If after this our author did not finith his edu? 
cation at the univerfity of Cambridge, it is evident 
from the teftimony of Sir Afton Cohain, his in- 
timate friend, who mentions him in his Choice 
Poems of feveral Sorts, that he was for fome time 
a ftudent at Oxford ; however, he is not.taken no: 
tice of by Wood, who has commemorated: the 
moit’ part of the writers who were educated there. 
In 1588 it appears from his poem, entitled Mofes 
his Birth and Miracles, that he was a {pe@ator at 
Dover of the Spanifh invafion, which was arro- 
gantly filed Invincible, and it is not improbable 
that he was engaged in fome military employment 
there, efpecially as we find fome mention aide of 
him, as being in efteem with the gentlemei, uf the 
army. He early addicted himfelf to the amiufe- - 
ment of poetry, bat all who. have written of him, 
have been negligent in informing. us: how foon 
he favoured the public with any prodaétion of his 
own. He was diftinguifhed asa poet about nine 
orten years before the death of Queen Elizabeth, 
but at what time he began to publifh cannot be 
afcertained. In the year1s93, when he was: but 
39 years of age, he-publifhed: a-colle&tion of his 
Pafto- 
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rals ; likewife fome of the moft grave poems, and 
fuch as have tran{mitted his name to pofterity with 
honour, not long after faw the light. His Baron's 
wars, and England’s heroical Epiities ; his Down- 
fals of Robert of Normandy; Matilda and Ga- 
vefton, for which laft he is called by one of his 
cotemporaries, ‘ ragediographus, and part of his 
Polyolbion were written before the year 1598, for 
all which joined with his perfonal good character, 
he was highly celebrated at that time, not only for 
the elegance and fweetnefs of his expreilions, but 
his actions and manners, which were uniformly vir- 
tuous and honourable; he was thus charatterifed 
not only by the poets, and florid writers of thofe 
days,-but alfo by divines, hiftorians, and other {cho- 
lars of the moft ferious turn and exteniive learn- 
ing. In his younger years he was much beloved 
and patronized by Sir Walter Afton of Tixhall in 
Staffordfhire, to whom for his kind protection, he 
gratefully dedicates many of his poems, whereof 
his Barons Wars was the firft, in the fpring of his 
acquaintance, as Drayton himfelf exprefies it; but 
however, it may be gathered from his works, that 
his moft early dependance was upon another pa- 
tron, namely, Sir Henry Goodere of Polefworth, 
in lis own county, to whom he has been grateful 
for agreat part of his education, and by whom he 
was recommended to the patronage of the counte/s 
of Bedford: it is no lefs plain from many of his 
dedicaO™s to Sir Walter Afton, that he was for 
many years fupported by him, and accommodated 
with fuch fupplies as aflorded him_leifure to finifh 
fome of his moft elaborate compofitions; and the 
author of the Biographia Britannicahas told us, ‘ that 
it has been alledged, that he was by the intereit 
of the fame gentleman with Sir Roger Afhton, one 
of the Bedchamber to King James in his mino- 
rity, made in fome meafure minifterial to an inter- 


courfe of correfpondence between the young King 
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of Scots and Queen Elizabeth :’ but as no authority 
is produced to prove this, it is probably without 
foundation, as poets have feldom inclination, aétt- 
vity or fteadine{s to manage any ftate affairs, parti- 
cularly a point of fo delicate a nature. 

Our author certainly had fair profpects, front his 
fervices, or other teflimonies of early attachment to 
the King’s intereft, of fome preferment, befides he 
had written Sonnets, in praife of the King as a po- 
et. has we fee Drayton defcending to fervile 
flattery to promote his intereft, and praifing a man 
as a poet contrary to his own judgment, becanfe-he 

-_was a King who was as devoid of poetry as courage. 
' He welcomed his Majeity to His Britith dominions 
with a congratulatory poem printed in 4to, 1603. 

The fame year he was chofen by Sir Walter 
Afton one of the efquires who attended him, when 
he was with others created knight of the Bath at 
the coronation of his Majeity. It no where appears 
that ever our author printed thofe. poems in praife 
of his Majefty ; and the ungrateful reception they 
met, as well as the difagreeable experience of the 
univerfal degeneracy at court, fo different from that 
of the Maiden Reign, might extinguifh all hope of 
raifing himfelf there. 

_ In the year 1613 he publifhed the firft part of 
his Poly-olbion. It is a chorographical defcription 
of the rivers, mountains, forefts, caitles, &c. in this 
Vland, intermixed with the remarkable iutiquities, 
rarities, commodities, &c. ‘This part is addrefled 
to Prince Henry, the promifing fon of James I. 
by whofe encouragement it was written. He had 
fhewed Drayton fome fingular marks of his favour. 
and feems to have admitted him as one of his 
poetical penfioners, but dying before the book 
was finifhed, he loft the benefit of his patronage, 
In. this volume there are eighteen fongs, illuftra- 
ted with the motes of the learned Mr. Selden, 
and there are maps before every fong, whereby 
the 
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the cities, mountains, forefts, r-vers, &c. are re. 
prefented by the figures of men and women. It 
is interwoven with many epifodes, fuch’ as the 
concueft of this Ifland by the Romans, the ar- 
rival of the Saxons, the Danes and Normans, &c. 
And bifhop Nichoiion obieryes, that Poly-olb:on 
affords a much more -accurate account of this 
kingdom. and the Dominion of Wales than could 
have been expected fromthe pen of a poet.. How 
poetically our author has conduéted and executed 
j 


his plan, is admarably exprefied by the ingenious 
I 


Dr. James Kirkpatrick, in a beautiful poem of 
his called the Sea- Piece: Canto IJ. which 1 can- 


not here omit trantoribing, 


Drayton, fweet ancient bard, his Albion fune, 

With their own praife, their ecchoing vallies 
rung ; 

His bounding mufe o’er: every mountain rode, 

And ev’ry river warbled where he flow'd. 


In 1619 came out his firt foho volume of poems, 
In 1622 the fecond part of his Poly-olbion was 
publifhed, making in all thirty books or fongs. In 
1622 we find him ftiled Poet Laureat : It is pro- 
bable this appellation of Poet Laureat was not con- 
fined and reitricted as it'is now to his Majefty’s Ser- 
vant. known by that title; who at that'time it is pre- 
fumed was Ben Johnfon, becaufe it was ‘beftowed 
promifcuoufly as'amark of any poet’s excellency 
in his profeflion. 

In 1627 was publifhed the fecond volume of his 
poems, containing the battle of Agencourt, in ftan- 
zas of eightlines. ‘he myiteries of Queen Mar- 
garet in the like ftanzas. Nymphidia, or the Court 
of Faeries. ‘The Queftof Cynthia, another beauti- 
ful piece,, both reprinted in Dryden’s Mifcellanies. 
‘The Shepherd’s Sirena‘; alfo the’ Moon Calf; Sa- 
tiré on the Mafculine’ AffeGtations ‘of Women, and 
the 
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the effeminate difeuifes of the Men, in thofe times. 
Elegies upon feveral oceafions. ‘Thefe are intro- 
duced by the vifion of Ben Johnfon on the Mufe of 
his friend Michael Drayton, wherein he very parti- 
cularly enumerates and praifes- his feveral compofi- 
tions. In 1630 he publifhed another volume of 
poems in ato, intitled the Mufes Elizium, in ten 
fundry Nvmphals, with three different poems on 
Noah’s flood; Mofes his birth and miracles, and 
David and Goliah. The paftoral poems are addref- 
fed to Edward Sackville Zarl of Dorfet, and Lord 
Chamberlain, who had now made him one of his 
family. His divine poems are written in verfe and 
various meafures, and are dedicated to the Countefs 
of Dorfet ; and there are fome fublime images in 
them. At the end of the firft divine poem, there 
are copies of verfes in praife of the author, by Beal 
Sapperton, in Latin; Mr. John Fletcher, and Tho- 


mas Andrews in Englifh ; the laft of whom is very ° 


lavifh in difplaying the great extent of our poet's 
fame. 

In 1631 Mr. Drayton died, or as it is exprefied 
in his: monumental infeription, exchanged his laurel 
for a erown of glory. He was buried among the 
poets in Weftminfter-Abbey, and the handfome ta- 
ble monument of blue marble which was raifed o- 
ver his grave the fame year, is adorned with his ef- 
figies in bufto, laureated. On one fide is a creft 
of Minerva’s cap, and Pegafus in a fcutcheon on 
the other. Sir Afton Cokain compofed an elegy 
upon him : and Ben Johnfon is faid to have been 
the author of his epitaph, which is’ written in let- 
ters of gold upon his monument, with which I 
fhall here prefent the reader. 
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To Drayton’s name, whofe facred duft 
We recommend unto thy truft ; 

Proteét his memory, and preferve his ftory, 
Remain a lafting monument of his glory ; 
And when thy ruins fhall difclaim, 

To be the treafure of his name; 

His name, that cannot fade fhall be, 

An everlafting monument to thee, 


Mr. Drayton enjoyed the friendfhip and admirati- 
on of contemporary wits, and Ben Johnfon who was 
not much difpofed to praife, entertained a high opi- 
nion of him, and in this epitaph has both immor- 
talized himfelf and his friend. It is eafy for thofe 
who are converfant with our author’s works to fee 
how much the moderns and even Mr. Pope himfelf 
copy Mr, Drayton, and refine upon him in thofe 
diftinGtions which are efteemed the moft delicate im- 
provements of our Englifh verfification, fuch as the 
turns, the paufes, the elegant tautologies, &c. It 
is not difficult to point out fome depredations which 
have been made on our author by modern writers, 
however obfolete fome of them may have reckoned 
him. In one of his heroical epifiles, that of King 
John to Matilda, he has the following lines. 


Th’ Arabian bird which never is but one, 

Is only chaft becaufe the is alone, 

But had our mother nature made them two, 

‘They would have done, as Doves and Sparrows 
do. 


Thefe are afcribed to the Earl of Rochefter, who 
was unexceptionably a great wit. They are not 
otherwife materially altered, than by the tranfpo- 
fure of the rhimes “in the firft couplet, and the re- 
trenchment of the mea afure in both. - As the fphere 
in. which, this author moved was of the middle 


fort, neither raifed to. fuch eminence as to incur 
danger, 
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danger, nor fo depreft with poverty as to be {ub- 
ject to meannefs, his life feéms to have flowed 
with great tranquility ; nor are. there any of thofe | 
vicifitudes and diftreffes which have fo frequently 
fallen to the lot of the infpired tribe. He was ho- 
noured with the patronage of men of worth, tho’ 
not of the higheft flations ; and that author cannot 
be called a mean one, on whom fo-great a man as 
Selden (in many refpeéts the moft finithed fcholar 
that ever appeared in our nation) was pleafed to 
animadvert. His genius feems to have been of the 
fecond rate, much beneath Spencer and Sidney, 
Shakefpear and Johnfon, but highly removed 4- 
boeve the ordinary run of verfifyers. We {hall 
quote a few lines from his Poly-olbion as a {pecimen 
of his poetry. . ‘ 


When he fpeaks of his native county, Warwick- 
Shire, he has the following lines ; 


‘Upon the mid-lands now, th’ induftrious Mufe 
doth fall, . 

That fhire which we the heart of England well 
may call, 

fis fhe herfelf extends the midf (which is de- 
creed) 

Betwixt St. Michael’s Mount, and Berwick bore 
dering Tweed,’ 

Brave Warwick, that abroad fo long advane’d 
her Bear, 

By her illuftrious Earls, renowned every. where, 

“Above her neighbr’ing fhires which always bore 
her head. 4 
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Dr. Ricuarp CorBeT, Bifhop of 
NorwicuH, 
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Ewelb in Surry, in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth. He was educated at Weftminiter {chool, 
and from thence was fent to Oxford,1597,.where he 
was admitted a ftudent in Chrift-church, In 1605, 
being then efteemed one of the greateft wits of the 
Univerfity, he took the degree of Matter of Arts, 
and afterwards entering into holy orders, he became 
a popular preacher, and much admired by people 
of taiteand learning. His fhining wit, and remark- 
able eloquence recommended him to King James I. 
who made him one of his chaplains in. ordinary, 
and in 1620 promoted him to the deanery of 
Chrift's-church ; about which time he was made 
door of divinity, vicar of Caffington, near Wood- 
ftock, in Oxfordfhire, and prebendary of Bed- 
miniter-fecunda, in the church of Sarum. + 

While he was: dean. of Chrift’s church, he made 
verfes on a play acted before the King at Woodftock, 
called. Technogamia, or the marriage of Arts, writ- 
ten by Barten Holiday the poet, who afterwards 
tranflated Juvenal.. The ill-{uecefs it met with-in 
the reprefentation. occafioned feveral copies of ver- 
fes, among which, to ufe Anthony Wood’s. words, 
«*sCorbet dean of Chrift’s-church put in for one, 
‘ who had that day it feems preached before the 
‘¢ King, with his band ftarched clean, for which he 
«< was reproved by the graver fort ; but thofe who 
« knew him well took no notice of it, for they 
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** have feveral times faid, that he loved to the laft 
“*“boy’s play very well.” He was:elected, 1629, Bi- 
fhep of Oxford, in the room of Dr. Hewfon, tranf- 
lated to the See of Durham. Upon the promotion 
of Dr. White to Ely he was elected bifhop of N«r- 
wich. 

This prelate married Alice, daughter of Dr. Leo- 
nard Hutton, vicar of Flower in Northamptonfhire, 
and he mentions that village in a poem of his called 
Iter Boreale, or a Journey Northward Our au- 
thor was in that celebrated clafs of poets, Ben John- 
fon, Dr. Donne, Michael‘Drayton, and others, who 
wrote.mock commendatory verfes on T’omCoryate’s* 
Crudities. He concurred likewife with other poets 
of the univerfity in inviting Ben Johnfon to Oxford, 
where he was created Mater of Arts. ‘There 
is extant in the Mufzum Afhmoleanum, a funcral 
oration in Latin, by Dr. Corbet, on the death of 
Prince Henry, Anno Dom. 1612; § This great 
man. died in the year 1635, and was buried the up- 
per-end of the choir of the cathedral church of 
Norwich. 

He was yery hofpitable and a generous encourag- 
er of all public defigns. When in the year 1634 
St. Paul's cathedral was repaired, he not only con- 
tributed himfelf, but was very diligent in procuring 
contributions from others. His works are dificult 
to be met with, but from fuch of his poems as we 
have had occafion to read, he feems to-have been 
a witty, delicate writer, and to have had a particu- 
lar talent for panegyric. Wood fays, acolleGion of 
his poems was publifhed under the title of Poetica 
Stromata, in 8vo. London 1647. In his Iter Bo- 
reale, or Journey Northward, we meet with a fine 
moral reflexion on the burial place of Richard III. 
and Cardinal Wolfey, who were both interred at 


* Winftanley. § Wood ubi. fupra. fol. 609. 
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Leicefter; with which we fhall prefent the reader 
as a {pecimen of his poetry. 


Ts not u furping Richard buried here, 
That I King of hate, and therefore flave of fear ? 
rago’d from the fatal Bofworth field where he, 
ot] life, and what he liv’d for,—Cruelty : 
earch, find his name, but there is none : O Kings, 
emember whence your power and vafinefs 
{prings ; 
Tf not as Kichard now, fo may you be, 
Who hath no tomb, but feorn and memory. 
And tho’ from his own ftore, Wolfey might have 
A Palace or a College for his grave, 
t here he lies interred, -as if thax all 
Of him to be reme mibered were his fall. 
Nothing but E erie on Earth, no pompous weight 
U pot a pebble of a qreit. 
lf thou art Sid negleéted, what fhall we, 
Hope after death, ‘that are but fhreds of thee! 
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The author of the Biographia Britanica tells us, 
that he found in a blank leaf of his poems, fome 
manu{cript verfes, in honour of Bifhop Corbet fign- 
ed J. C. with which, as they are extremely pretty, 
and .make a juft re prefentation of his poetical cha- 
raéter, we fhall conclude this life. 


ne ee 


In flowing wit, if verfes writ with eafe, 

If learning void of pedantry can pleafe, 
If much good humour joined to folid fenfe, 
And mirth accompanied with innocence, 
Can give a poet a juft right to fame, 
‘Then Corbet may immortal honour claim ; 
For he thefe virtues had, and in his lines, 
Poetic and heroic fpirit fhines ; 
Tho’ bright, yet folid, pleafant, but not rude, 
With wit and wifdom equally endued. 
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Pe filent Mufe, thy praifes are too faint 
‘Thou want’ft a power this prodigy to paint, 
At once a poet, prelate, and a faint. 
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LL the biographers of the poets have been 

extremely negligent with refpect to this great 
genius. Pagal ap fo far overlooks him, that he crowds 
him into his fapplement, and Winttanley, who fol- 
lowed him, poftpones our author till after the Earl 
of Rocheter. Sir Thomis Pope Blount makes no 
mention of him; and Mr.-Jacob, fo juitly called 
the Blunderbus of Law, informs us he wrote in the 
time of Charles the firit, tho’ he dedicates his tran- 
flation of Taffo to Queen Elizabeth. All who 
menti-n him, .do him the. juftice to allow he was 
an accomplifhed genius, but then it is in a way fo 
cool and indifferent, as fhews that they had ne- 
ver read his works, or were any way charmed with 
the melody of his verfes. It was impoffible 
Mr. Dryden could be fo blind to our author’s 
beauties ; accordingly we find him introducing 
Spenfer and Fairfax .dlmoft on the level, as 
the leading authors of their times; nay tacitly 
yielding the palm in point of harmony to the 
laft; by afferting that Waller confefled he owed 
the talihe of his “numbers to Fairfax’s Godfrey of 
Bulloign. The truth is,. this gentleman 1s per- 
haps the only writer down to Sir William Dave- 
nant, who needs no apology to be made for him, 
on account of the age in which he lived. His 
dition is fo pure, elegant, and full of graces, 
and the turn of his lines fo perfectly melodious, that 
One cannot. read it without rapture ; and we can 
L4 {carcely 
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{carcely imagine the original Italian has greatly the 

advan ntage in either, nor is it very probable that 
while Fairfax can be read, any author will attempt 
a new tranflation of Taffo with fuccefs, Mr. Fair- 
fax was natural fon of Sir Thomas Fairfax of Den- 
ton, and natural brother to Sir Thomas Fairfax, the 
fir it who ¥ was created Baron of Cameron. His young- 
er brother was knighted, and flain at the memorable 
hege of Oftend, 6 or, of which place | he was fome 


: 


me governor +. When he married is not on record, 
or in what cireumftances he lived: < But it is’ very 
probable, his father took care to fupport him in a 
manner fuitable to his own quality, and his fon’s 
extraordinary merit, he being alwa ys filed Edward 
Fairfax, Efq ; of Newhall in F uyttone, in the forett 
of Knaresborough. ‘The year in which he. died, is 
likewife uncertain, and the laft account we hear 
of him is, that he was living -in 1631, which fhews, 
that he was then pretty well advanced in years, and 
as I fuppofe gave occafion to the many miftakes that 
ave been made as to the time of ‘his writing.. Be- 
fides the tranflation of Godfrey of Bulloigne, Mr, 

Fairfaxwrote the hiftoryof Edwardthe Black Prince, 
and certain eclogues,. which Mrs. -Cooper tells 
ws are yet in manufcript, tho’ (fays fhe) “ by the 
«« indulgence of the family, from whom I had like- 
“* wife the honour of thefe memoirs, I am permit- 
“< ted to oblige the world with a fpecimen of their 
‘« beauties.””> He wrote alfo a book called, Demo- 
nologie, in which he fhews a great deal of ancient 
reading and knowledge ; it is {till in manufcript, and 
in the beginning he gives this charaéer of himfelf §. 
** I am in religion neither a fantaflic Puritan, nor 
<: See ftitious Papift, but. fo fettled in confcience, 
“* that I have the fure'ground of God’s word to war- 
«* rant all I beheve, and the commendable ordinan. 
‘** ces of our Enclifh Church, to approve all I prac- 


t+ Mufes Library, p.343. § Mus Library, p, 344. 
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 tife; In which courfe I live a faithful Chriftian, 
‘* and an obedient, and fo teach my family.” The 
eclogues already mentioned aretwelve in num ber, all 
of them written after the acceffion of King James to 
the throne of England, on important fubjects, rela- 
ting to the manners, characters, and incidents of the 
times he lived in ; they are pointed with many fine 
ftrokes of fatire, dignified with noble inftrn@ions of 
morality, and policy, to thofe of the higheft rank, 
and fome modett hints to Majefty itfelf.. The tearn- 
ing contained in thefe eclogues is fo various and ex: 
tenfive, that according to the opinion of his fon, 
who thas written long annotations on.each; no man’s 
reading befides his own was fuflicient to explain his 
references effectually. As his tranflation of Taffo 
is injevery body’s hand, we fhall take the fpecimen 
from the fourth eclogue, called Eglon and Alexis, 
as I find it in Mrs. Cooper’s collection. 
EGLON and ALEXIS. 

Whilft'on the rough, and heath-ftrew’d wildernefs 

His tender flocks the raf s, and bramble crop, 

Poor fhepherd Eglon, full of fad diftrefs ! 

“By the fmall ftream, fat on a mole-hill top : 

‘Crowned with a wreath of Heban branches broke ; 

Whom good Alexis found, and thas befpoke. 

2 ALEXIs. 

My friend, what means-this filent lamentation ? 
Why on this field ofmisth, this realm of {miles 

Doth the fierce war of grief make fuch invafion ? 
Witty Timanthes * had he feen, ¢’re whiles, 

What face of woe thy check .of fadnefs bears, 
He had not curtained Agamemnon’s tears. 

The black ox treads not yet upon thy toe, 

Nor thy good fortune turns her wheel-awaye ; 

‘Thy flocks increafe, and ‘thou increafeft fo, 

Thy ttraggling goates. now mild, and gentle ly ; 
And that fool love thou whipft away with rods ; 
Then what fets thee, and joy fo far at odds? 

+ Timanthes the painter, who defigning the facrifice of Iphige- 
nia, threw a veil over the face of Agamemnon, not able to ex- 


prefs a father’s anguith, — 
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THOMAS RANDOLPH, 


Poet of no mean genius, was horn at Newn- 

ham, near Daintry in Northamptonhhire, 
the 15th of June, 1605; he was fon of William 
Randolph of Hams, near Lewes in Suffex, 
was educated at Weftminfter fchool, and went from 
thence to Trinity College in Cambridge, 1623, of 
which he became a fellow; he commenced Mafter 
of Arts, and in this degree was incorporated at 
Oxon *, became famous (fays Wood) for his inge- 
nuity, being the adopted fon of Ben Johnfon, and 
accounted one of the moft pregnant wits of his 
age. ‘The guicknefs of his parts -was difcovered 
early ; when he was about nine or ten years old 
he wrote the Hiftory of the Incarnation of Our 
Saviour in verfe, which is preferved in manu- 
fcript under his own hand writing. Randolph 
receives from Langbaine the higheft encomium. He 
tells his readers that they need expect no difco- 
veries of thefts, for this author had no occafion to 
praftife plagiary, having fo large a fund of wit 
of his own, that he needed notto borrow from 
others. Were a foreigner to form a’ notion of the 
merit of the Englifh poets-from reading Lang- 
baine, they would be in raptures. with Randolph 
and Durfey, and others of their clafs, while Dry- 
den, and the firft-rate wits, would be quite neglect- 
ed: Langbaine is fo far generous, that he does all 
he can to draw obfcure men into light, but then he 
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cannot be acquitted of envy, for endeavouring to 
fhade the luftre of thofe whofe genius has ‘broke 
through obfcurity without his means, and he does 
no fervice to his country while he confines his pa- 
negyric to mean verfifiers, whom no body-can read 
Without a certain degree of contempt. 

Our author had done nothing in fife it feems 
worth preferving, or at leaft that cotemporary hifto- 
rians thought fo, for there is little to be learned 
concerning him. Wood fays he was like other 
poets, much additted to libertine indulgence, and 
by being too free with his conftitution in the com- 
pany of his admirers, and, running into fathion- 
able excefles, he was the means of fhortening his 
own days.- He died at little Haughton in Nor- 
thamptonfhire, and was buried in an iffe ad- 
joining to the church in that place, on the 17th of 
March, 1634. He had foon after a monument of 
white marble wreathed about with laurel, erected 
over his grave. at the charge of lord Hatton of 
Kirby. | Perhaps. the greateft merit which this 
author has to plead, is his attachment to~ Ben 
Johnfon, and admiration of him: Silius Ita- 
licus performed an annual vifit to Virgil’s tomb, 
and that circumftance reflets more honour upon 
him in the eyes of Virgil’s admirers, than all the 
works of that author. Langbaine has preferved a 
monument of Randolph’s friendfhip for Ben John- 
fon, in an ode he addrefled to him, occafioned by 
Mr. Feltham’s fevere attack upon him, which is 
particularized in the life of Ben ; from this-ode we 


fhall quote a ftanza or two, before I give an ac- 


count of his dramatic compofitions. 


Ben, do not leave the ftage, 
’Caufe °tis a loathfome age; 
For pride, and impudence will grow too bold, 
When they thall hear ib told, 
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They frighted thee; ftand high as is thy caufe, 
Their hifs is thy applaufe. 

Moft juft were thy difdain, 

Had they approved thy vein : 
So thou for them, and they for thee were born; 
They to incenfe, and thou too much to {corn. 


Wilt thou engrofs thy ftore 

Of wheat, and pour no more, 
Pecaufe their bacon brains have fuch atafte 
As more delight in matt? 
No! fet them forth a board of dainties, full 
As thy beft mufe can cull 5 

Whilft they the while do pine, 

And thirft ’midft all their wine, 
What greater plague can hell itfelf devize, 
‘Than to be willing thus to tantalize ? 


The reader may obferve that the ftanzas are:rea- 
fonably {mooth, and mark him a tolerable verfifier. 
I fhall now give fome account of his plays. 


1. Amyntas, or the Impoffible Dowry, a Paftoral 
aéted before the King and Queen at Whitehall. 

2. Ariftippus, or the Jovial Philofopher; .:pre- 
fented in a private fhew, to which is added the Con- 
ceited Pedlar. ert 

3. Jealous Lovers, a Comedy, prefented:to their 
Majetties at Cambridge, by the ftudents of Trinity 
College. This play Langbaine thinks the beft of 
Rando!ph’s, as appears by an epilogue written ‘by 
Mrs. Behn, and printed in her collection of poems 
publifhed in 8vo, 1681 5 1t-was revifed and printed 
by the author in his life-time, being .ufhered into 
the world with copies ‘of verfes by fome of the beft 
wits, -both of Oxford and Cambridge. 

4. Mufes Looking Glafs, a Comedy, | which by 
the author was firit called The Entertainment ; as 
appears from Sir Afton: Cokaine’s Works, who writ 

an 
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an -encomium on it, and Mr. Richard Weft faid of 
it, 


Who looks within this clearer glafs will fay, 
Atonce he writ an ethic tract and play. 


Ail thefe dramatic pieces and poems were publifhed 
ym 1668 ; he tranflated likewife the fecond Epod of 
Horace, feveral pieces out of Claudian, and like. 
wife. a dramatic piece from Ariftophanes, which he 
calls Hey for Honefty, Down with Knavery, .a 
pleafant comedy printed in 4to. London 1651. A 
gentleman of St. John’s College; writes thus in ho- 
nour of our author ; 


Immortal Ben is dead, and as that ball, 

On Ida tofs’d fo.in this crown, by all 

The infantry of wit.. Vain priefts ! that chair 
Is only fit for his true fon and heir. 

Reach here thy laurel: Randolph, ’tis thy praife : 
Thy naked full fha]l well become the bays. 
See, Daphne courts thy ghoft ; and {pite of fate, 
Thy poems fhall be Poet Laureate. | 
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GEORGE CHAPMAN. 


YAS born in the year 1557, but.of what 
family he is defeended, Mr. Wood has not 
been able to determine ; he was a man in very high 
reputation in his time, and added nota little to 
dramatic excellence. In-1574, being well ground- 
ed in. grammar learning, he was fent to the uni- 
verfity, .but it.is mot clear whether to Oxford or 
Cambridge ; it is certain that he was fometime 
in Oxford, and. was taken notice of for his great 
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{kill in the Latin and-Greek languages, but not in 
logic and philofophy, which is the reafon it may 
be prefumed, that he took no degree there. After 
this he came to London, and contraéted an ac- 
quaintance, as Wood fays, with Shakefpear, John- 
fon, Sidney, Spenfer and Daniel. He met witha 
very warm patronage from Sir “Thomas Walfing- 
ham, who had always had a conftant friendfhip 
for him, < and after that gentleman’s deceafe, from 
his fon Thomas Walfingham, efquire,» whom Chap- 
man -loved from his birth. | He wasialfo refpected, 
and held in efleem by Prince Henry,~. and Robert 
earl of Somerfet, but the firft being «untimely 
{natched away, and the other juftly diferaced: for 
an affaflination *, his hopes of preferment were 
by thefe means fruftrated; however, he was a fer- 
vant either to King Ja mes I. or Queen Anne his 
confort, through whofe reign he was highly va- 
lued by all his old friends, only there are fome in- 
finuations, that as his reputation grew, Ben John- 
fon, naturally haughty and infolent, became jealous 
of him, and endeavoured to fupprefs, as much as 
pofiible, his rifing fame ||, as-Ben, after the death 
of Shakefpear, was without a rival. 

Chapman was a man of a reverend afpe&t, and 
graceful manner, religious and temperate, qualities 
which feldom meet (fays Wood) i ina poet, and was fo 
highly efteemed by the clergy, that fome of them 
have faid, ‘* thatas Mufxus, who wrote the lives 
** of Hero and Leander, had two excellent fcholars, 
«‘ Thamarus and Hercules, fo had he in‘ England 
** in the latter end of Queen Elizabeth, two- ex- 
‘* cellent imitators in the fame argument and fub- 
© je, viz. Chriftopher Marlow, and George 
‘© Chapman.” Our author has tranflated the Jliad 
of Homer, publifhed in folio, and dedicated to 
Prince Henry, which is yet looked upon with fome 


* See the Life of Overbury. {| Wood’s Athen. Oxon. 
refpect, 


GEORGE CHAPMAN. 231 
refp2et. He is faid to have had the fpirit of a poet 


in him, and was indeed no mean genius: Pope 
fomewhere calls him an enthufiaft in poetry. He 
likewife tranflated the Odyfley, and the Battle of 
Frogs and Mice, which were publifhed in 1614, and 
dedicated to the earl of Somerfet; to this work is 
added Hymns and Epigrams, written by Homer, 
and tranflated by our author. He likewife attempt- 
ed fome part of Hefiod, and continued a tranila- 
tion of Mufzus’s Arotopegnion de Herone & Le- 
andro. Prefixed to this work, are fome anecdotes 
of the life of Mufzus, taken by Chapman from 
the colle&tion 6f Dr. William Gager,: and a dedi- 
cation to the moft generally ingenious and only 
learned architect of his time, Inigo Jones efquire, 
Surveyor of his Majefty’s Works. At length, fays 
Wood, this reverend and eminent poet, having 
lived 77 years in this vain, tranfitory world, made 
his laft exit in the parifh of St. Giles’s in the Fields, 
near London, on the 12th day of May, 1655, and 
was buried in-the yard on the South fide of the 
church in St. Giles’s : foon after a monument was 
erected over his grave, built after the manner of 
the old Romans, at the expence, and under the 
dire€tion of his much loved worthy friend Inigo 
Jones, whereon is this engraven, Georgius Chap- 
mannus, Poeta Homericus, Philofophus verus (etf 
Chriftianus Poeta) plufquam celebris, &c. 


His dramatic works are, 


All Fools, a Comedy, prefented at the Black 
Fryars, and afterwards before his Majefty King 
James I. in the beginning of his reign, and printed 
in 4t0. London 1605. The plot is taken, and the 
characters formed upon Terence’s Heautontimoru- 
menos, The Prologue and Epilogue writ in blank 
verfe, fhew that in thefe days perfons of quality, 
and they that thought themfelves good abe i in 
place 
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place of fitting in'the boxes, as they now do, fat 
on the ftage; what influence thofe people had on 
the meaneft fort of the audience, may be feen by 
the following lines’ in the: Prologue. swritten by 
Chapman himfelf. 


Great are the gifts given'to united heads ; 
To gifts, attire, to fair attire the {tage 
Helps much ; for if our other audience fee, 
You on the ftage depart before we end, 

Our wit goes with you all, and we are fools. 


Alphonfus Emperor of Germany, a Tragedy, 
often acted with applaufe at/a private houfe in 
Black Fryars, by the fervants of King Charles I. 
printed in ato. London 1654. This play, though 
it bears the nameof Alphonfus, was writ, as Lang- 
baine fuppofes, in honour of the Englith nation, in 
the perfon of Richard, . Earl of Cornwal, fon-to 
King John, and brother to Henry LH.. He was 


. chofen King of the Romans in 1¢27. Abont this 
Fa) Ai 


time Alphonfus, the French King was chofen by 
other electors. Though this King was accounted 
by fome a pious prince, yet our auther reprefents 
him as a bloody tyrant, and, contrary to .other thi- 
ftorians, brings him to-an.unfortunate end, he fup- 
pofing him to be killed by Alexander, fon to duo- 
rénzo de Cipres -his fecretary, in revenge.of jhis fa- 
ther, who was poifoned by him, and to compleat 
his revenge, he makes him firft.deny his Saviour in 
hopes of life, and then ftabs him, glorying that he 
had at once deftroyed both body and foul. ‘This 
paflage is related by feveral authors, as Bolton’s 
Four laft Things, Reynolds.of the Paffiens, Clark’s 
Examples, &c. 

Blind Beggar-of Alexandria, a Comedy, printed 
1598, dedicated tothe earl of Nottingham, Lord 
High Admiral, 

Buffy 
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Buffy d’Amboife, a. Tragedy, often prefented at 
St. Paul’s, in the reign of King James J. and fince the 
Reftoration with great applaufe ; for the plot fee Thu- 

-anus, Jean de Serres, and Mezeray, in the reign of 
King Henry III. of France.. This is the play of which 
Mr. Dryden fpeaks, when in his preface to the 
Spanith Fryar, he refolves to burnone annually 
to the memory of Een Johnfun. Some have dif- 
fered from Mr. Dryden in .their opinion of this 
piece, but, as the authorities who have applauded, 
are not fo high as Mr. Dryden's fingle authority, 
it-is moft reafonable to conclude not much in its fa- 
vour. 7 

Bufly d’ Amboife his Revenge, a Tragedy, print- 
ed 1613, and dedicated to Sir Thomas Howard. 
‘This play is generaily allowed to fall short of the 
former’ of that name, yet the author, as appears 
from his dedication, had a higher opinion of it 
himfelf, . and- rails at thofe. who dared to cenfure 
it; it is founded upon fiction, which Chapman 
very juftly ‘defends, and fays that there is no necef- 
fity for any play being founded on truth. 
 Confpiracy , and Tragedy of Oharles, . Duke of 
Byron, Marfhal.of France,..in two plays, acted at 
the Black Fryars in the reign of King JamesI. 
printed in 4to. London 1608, dedicated.to Sir Tho- 
mas Walfingham. 

. Cefar and Pompey, a Roman Tragedy, printed 
1631, and dedicated to the Earl of Middlefex. 

Gentleman: Ufher,..a Comedy, printed in 4to. 
London 1606. . Weare not certain whether this 
play was ever acted, and it has but.an indifferent 
character, 

Humourous Day’s Mirth, a Comedy; this is a 
very tolerable play. 

Mafk of the’ Two Honourable Houfes, or Inns of 
Court, the’ Middle-Temple, and -Lincoln’s-Inn, 
performed before the King at Whitchall, on Shrove 

Monday 
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Monday at night, being the 15th of February, 
1613, at the celebration of the Royal Nuptials of 
the Palfgrave, and the Princefs Elizabeth, &c. with 
a defcription of their whole fhew, in the manner 
of their march on horfeback, from the Mafter of 
the Rolls’s houfe to the court, with all their noble 
conforts, and fhewful attendants ; invented and 
fafhioned, with the ground and fpecial ftructure of 
the whole work by Inigo Jones; this Mafk is de- 
dicated to Sir Edward Philips, then Mafter of the 
Rolls. At the end of the Mafque is printed an Epi- 
thalamium, called a Hymn for the moft happy 
Nuptials of the Princefs Elizabeth, &c. 

May-Day, a witty Comedy, aéted at the Black 
Fryars, and prin‘ed in 4to. 16rr. 

Monfieur d’ Olive, a'‘Comedy, a&ted by her Ma- 
jefty’s children at the Black Fryars, printed in 4to. 
1606. 

Revenge for Honour, a Tragedy, printed 1654. 

Temple, a Mafque. 

"Fwo Wife-men, and all the reft Fools, or a Co- 
mical Moral, cenfuring the follies of that age, print- 
ed in London’1619. ‘This play is extended to fe- 
ven acts, acircumftance which Langbaine fays he 
never faw in any other, and which, I believe, has 
never been prattifed by any poet, ancient or mo- 
dern, but himfelf. 

Widow’s Years, a Comedy, often prefented in 
the Black and White Fryars, printed in 4to. Lon- 
don 1612 ; this play is formed upon the ftory of the 
Ephefian Matron. Thefe are all the plays of our au- 
thor, of which we have been able to gain any ac- 
count ; he joined with Ben Johnfon and Marfton in 
writing a Comedy called EaftwardsHoe ; this play 
has been fince revived by Tate, under the title 
of Cuckolds Haven. It has been faid that for fome 
reflections contained in it againft the Scotch natt- 
on; Ben Johnfon narrowly efcaped the pillory. See 
more of this, page 237. 

BE 
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Ben JOHNSON, 


NE of the beft dramatic poets of the 17th 

century, was defcended from a Scots family, 
his grandfather, who was a gentleman, being ori- 
ginally of Annandale in that kingdom, whence he 
removed to Carlifle, and afterwards was employed 
in the fervice of King Henry VIII. His father 
loft h’s eftate under Queen Mary, in whofe reign 
he fuffered imprifonment, and at laft entered into 


holy orders, and died about a month before our | 


‘poet’s birth *, who was born at Weitminfter, fays 
Wood, in»the year 1574. He was firft educated at a 
private fchool in the church of St. Martin’s in the 
Fields, afterwards removed to Weftminfler {chool, 
where the famous Camden was mafter. His mo- 
ther, who married a bricklayer to her fecond huf- 
band, took him from f{choo!, and obliged him to 
work at his father-in-law’s trade, but being ex- 
tremely averfe to that employment, he went into 
the low countries, where he diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his bravery, having in the view of the army killed 
an enemy, and taken the opima {polia from him. 
Upon his return to England, he applicd himfel f 
again to his former ftudies, and Wood fays he was 
admitted into St. John’s College in the univerfity 
of Cambridge, though his continuance there feems 
to have been but fhort. He had fome time after 
this the misfortune to fight a duel, and kill his ad- 
verfary, yho only flightly wounded him in the 
arm; for this he was imprifoned, and being caft 
for his life, was near execution ; his antagoniit, he 


* Drummond of Hawthornden’s works, fol. 224. Edin- 
burgh Edition, 171Ie 
faid, 
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faid, had a {word ten -inches longer than his own, 
While he lay in prifon, a popifh prieft vifited him, 
who found his inclination quite difengaged as to reli- 
gion, and therefore took the opportunity to imprefs 
him with a belief of the popifh tenets. His mind 
then naturally melancholy, clouded with apprehen- 
fions, and the dread of execution, was the more 
ealily impofed upon. However, fuch was the force of 
that impreffion, that for twelve years after ‘he had 
gained his liberty, he continued in the ‘catholic 
faith, and at laf turned Proteftant, whether from 
conviction or fafhion cannot be determined ; but 
When the chara@er of Ben is confidered, probabi- 
lity will be upon the fide of the latter, for he 
took every occafion to “ridicule religion in his 
plays, and make it his {port in converfation. On 
his leaving the univerfity he entered himfelf into 
an obfcure playhoufe, called the Green Cur. 
tain, fomewhere about Shoreditch or Clerkenwell. 
He was firft an a€tor, and probably only a ftrolling 
one; for Decker in his Satyromaftix, a play pub- 
lifhed in y602, and defigned as areply to John- 
fon’s Poetafter, < treproaches him with having’ left 
the occupation of a mortar ‘trader ‘to turn aor, 
and with having put up a-fupplication to be a 
poor journeyman player, in which he would have 
continued, but that he could not fet a good face 
upon it, and fo was cathiered. Befides, if we ad- 
mut that fative to be built on faéts, we learn fur- 
ther, that he performed the part of Zuliman at 
the Paris Garden in Southwark, and ambled by 
a play-waggon on the high-way, and took mad 
Jeronymo’s part to get fervice amoneft the mi- 
micks *.’ Shakefpear is faid to have firft intro- 
duced him to the world, by recommending a play 
Of ‘his to the ftage, at the time when one of the 


* Birch’s Lives of Illuftrious Men, 
players 
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players had rejected his performance, and told him 
it would be of no fervice to their company +. His 
firft printed: dramatic performance was a Comedy, 
entitled Every Man in his Humour, acted in the 
year 1598, which being foon followed by feveral 
others, as. his Sejanus, his Volpone, his Silent Wo- 
man, and his Alchymift, gained him fo. high a re- 
putation, that in October 161g, upon the death of 
Mr. Samuel Daniel he was made Poet Laureat to 
King James I. and on the 1gth of July, the fame 
year, he was created (fays Wood) Matter of Arts 
at Oxford, having refided for fome time: at Chriit 
Church in that univerfity. He once incurred his 
Majefty’s difpleafure for being. concerned with 
Chapman and Marfton in writing a play called 
Eaftward-Hoe, wherein they were accufed of 
having reflected upon the Scotch nation: Sir 
James Murray reprefented it to the King, who cr-: 
dered them immediately to be imprifoned, and 
they were in great danger Of lofing their eats and 

nofes, asa correction of their wantonnefs; nor 
could the moft partial have blamed his Majefty, if 
‘ the punifhment had been inflifted; for furely to ri- 

dicule a country from which their Sovereign had 
juft come, the place of his nativity, and the king- 

dom of his illuftrious forefathers, .was a moit daring 
infult. Upon theirreleafement from prifon, our poet 

gave an entertainment to his friends, among whom 

were Camden and Selden; when his aged mother 

drank to him. * and fhewed him a paper of poi- 

fon which fhe had defigned, if the fentence of pu- 

nifhment had been-inflisted, to have mixed with 

his drmk after fhe had firft taken a potion of it 
herfelf. 

Upon the acceffion of Charles I. to the crown, he 
wrote a petition to that Prince, craving, that.as his» 


T See Shakefpear. * See Drummond’s works. 
royal 
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royal father had allowed him an annual. penfion 
of a hundred marks, he would make them pounds. 
In the year 1629 Ben fe'l fick, and was then poor, 
and lodged in an obfcure alley ; his Majefty was 
fupplicated in his favour, who fent him ten guineas. 
When the meffenger delivered the fum, Ben took 
itin his hand, and faid, ** His Majefty has fent 
“me ten guineas becaufe I am poor and live in 
an alley, goand tell him that his foul lives in an 
“‘“talleyee 

He had a penfion from the city of London, from 
feveral of the nobility and gentry, and particular- 
ly from Mr. Sutton the founder of the Charter- 
houfe +. In his lait ficknefs he often repented of 
the profanation of {fcripture in his plays. He 
died the 16th of Auguft 1637, in the 63d year 
of his age, and was interred three days after in 
Weftminiter Abbey ; he had feveral children who 
furvived him. 

Ben Johnfon conceived fo high an opinion of 
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden by the letters 
which pafled between them, that he undertook 
a journey into Scotland, and refided fome time 
at Mr. Drummond’s feat there, who has print- 
ed the heads of their converfation, and as it is a 
curious circumftance to know the opinion of fo great 
a man as Johnfon of his cotemporary writers, thefe 
heads are here inferted. 

“* Ben, fays Mr. Drummond, was eat up with 
** fancies ; he told’ me, that: about the time the 
‘* Plague raged in London, being in the country 
“* at Sir Robert Cotton’s houfe with old Camden, 
““ he faw in a vifion his eldeft fon, then a young 
child, and at London, appear unto him, with 
“‘ the mark of a bloody crofs on his forehead, as 
“if it had been cut with a {word ; at which 
‘“ amazed, he prayed unto God, and in the morn- 
*‘ ing he came to Mr. Camden’s chamber to tell 
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« him; who perfuaded him, it was but an ap- 
‘< prehenfion, at which he fhould. not be dejec- 
‘ted. In the mean time, there came letters 
“ fom his wife of the death of that boy in the 
** plague. He appeared to him, he faid, of a 
“« manly fhape, and of that growth he thinks he 
‘© fhall be at the refurrection. He faid, he {pent 
“ many a night in looking at his great toe, a- 
“‘ bout which he had feen Tartars, and Turks, 
‘’ Romans and Carthaginians fight in~ his ima- 
gination, 
Phat he had adefign to write an epic pocm, and 
« was to call it Chrologia ; or the Worthies of his 
<* Country, all in couplets, for he detefted all other 
« rhime.. He faid he had written a difcourfe on 
«* poetry, both againit Campion and Daniel, efpeci- 
<¢ ally the lat, where he proves couplets to be the 
‘© belt fort of verfes, 
His cenfure of the Englifh poets was as follows : 
«© That Sidney did not keep a decorum, ink 
«‘ making every one {peak as well as _himfelf. 
«© Spenfer’s ftanza pleafed him not, nor his matter; 
« the meaning of the allegory of the Fairy Queen 
‘* he delivered in writing to Sir Walter Ralcigh, 
«© which was, that by the bleating beaft he under- 
“ ftood the Puritans; and by the falfe Dueffa, 
“© the Queen of Scots. Samuel Daniel was a good 
«* honeft man, had no children, and was no poct, 
«and that he had wrote the civil wars without 
«* having one battle in all his book. That. Dray- 
«* ton’s Poly-olbion, if he had performed what he 
“ promifed _to write, the Deeds of all the Wor- 
© thies, had been excellent. That Sylvefter’s 
‘* tranflation of Du Bartas was not well done, 
«© and that he wrote his verfes ‘before he under- 
< ftood to. confer;.and thofe of Fairfax. were not 
« good. ‘That the tranflations of Homer and 
« Virgil in long Alexandrines were but profe. 
‘© That Sir John Harrington’s Ariotto of ail tran{= 
sé lations 
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“* lations was the worft. He faid Donne was Origi- 
“* nally a poet ; his grandfather on the mother’s fide, 
““ was Heywood the epigramatift. That Donne for 
not being underftood would perith. He affrm- 
“* ed, that Donne wrote all his beft pieces. before he 
was twenty years of age. He told Donne, that 
his Anniverfary was prophane, and fullof blafphe- 
mies, that if it had been written on the virgin 
Mary it had been tolerable. To which Donne 
anfwered, that he defcribed the idea of a- woman 
“* but not as fhe was,.. ‘That Sir Walter Raleigh:e- 
fteemed fame more than confcience ; the bet 
wits in England were employed in making his 
‘ hiftory. Ben himfelf had written a piece to him 
on the Punic war, which he altered and put in 
his book. He faid there was no fuch ground for 
an heroic poem, as King Arthur’s fiction, and 

Sir Philip Sidney had an intention of turn- 
ing all his Arcadia to the ftories of King Ar- 

thur. He faid Owen was.a poor pedantic fchoo}- 

mafter, fucking his living from the pofteriors 

of little children, and has nothiog good in him, 

his epigrams being bare narrations. He loved 

Fletcher, Beaumont: and Chapman. That Sir 

** William Alexander was not half kind to him, 

and negleéted him becaufe a friend to Drayton. 

““ That Sir R. Ayton loved him dearly ; he 

fought feveral times with Marfton, and fays that 

Marlton wrote his father in Law’s preachings, 
“* and his father in law his comedies.” 

Mr. Drummond has reprefented the character of | 
our author in a very difadvantageous, though perhaps 
not in a very unjuft light. “ That he was a great 
“* lover and praifer of himfelf; a contemner and 
“* {corner of others, rather chufing to lofe a friend 
‘than a jeft; jealous.of every word and aétion of 
“ thofe about him, efpecially after drink, which 
‘* was one of the elements in which he lived ; 
“* a diflembler of the parts which reigned inhim; a 
bragger 
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* brageer of fome good that he wanted : he thought 
‘« nothing right, but what either himfelf or fome of | 
“«« his friends had faid or done. He was paflionately 
« kind and angry; carelefs either to gain or to 
«“ keep, vindidtive, but if he was well anfwered, 
‘< greatly chagrined ;- interpreting the beft fayings 
«© and deeds often to the worft. He was for any 
*< religion, being verfed in all; his inventions were 
«© {mooth and eafy, but above all he excelled in 
‘< tranflation. In fhort, he was in his perfonal cha- 
“< yaéter the very reverie of Shake(pear, as furly, ill- 
«* natured, proud and difagreeable, as Shaketpear 
“‘ with ten times his merit was gentle, good-na- 
“ tured, eafy and amiable.” , He had a very ftrong 
memory ; for he tells himfelf in his difcoveries, that 
he ‘could in his youth have repeated all that he had 
ever written, and fo continued till he was paft forty ; 
and even after that he could have repeated whole 
books that he had read; and poems of fome fe- 
~ Je& friends, which he thought worth remembring. 
Mr. Pope remarks, that when Ben got pofiediion of 
the ftage, he brought critical learning mto vogue, 
and that this was not done without difficulty, 
which appears from thofe frequent leflons (and 
indeed almoft declarations) which he was forced 
to prefix to his firft plays, and put into the mouths 
of his acters, the Grex, Chorus, &c. to remove 
the prejudices and inform the judgement of his 
hearers. ‘Till then the Englifh authors had no 
thoughts of writing upon the model of the an- 
cients : their tragedies were only hiftories in di- 
alogue, and their comedies followed the thread of 
any novel, as they found it, no lefs implicitly 
than if it had been true hiftory. Mr. Selden in 
his preface to his titles of honour, ftiles Johnfon, 
his beloved friend and a fingular poet, and ex- 
tols his fpecial worth in literature, and- his ac- 
curate judgment. Mr. Dryden gives him the ti- 
tle of the greateft man of the laft age, and ob- 
You. 1, N° 4. M ferves, 
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ferves, that if we look upon him, when he was 


himfelf, (for his laft plays were but his dotages) 
he was the moft learned and judicious writer any 
theatre ever had ; that he wasa moft fevere judge 
of himfelf as well as others ; that we cannot fay he 
wanted wit, but rather that he was frugal of it ; that 
in his works there is little to be retrenched or al- 
tered ; butthat humour was bis chief province. 

Ben had certainly no great talent for verfification, 
nor does he feem to -have had an extraordinar 
ear; his verfes are often wanting in fyllables, 
and fometimes have too many. 

I thall quote fome lines ofhis poem to the memory 
of Shakefpear, before I give a detail of his pieces. 


To. the memory of my. beloved the author Mr. 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR,- and what he hath 


left us. 


To draw no envy (Shakefpear) on thy name, 

Am I thus ample to thy book and fame: 

While I confeis thy writings to be fuch, 

As neither man nor mufe can praife too much. 

Tis true, and all men’s fuitrage. ' But thefe ways 

Were not the paths I meant unto thy praife : 

For fillieft ignorance, on thefe may light, 

Which when it founds at beft but ecchoes right ; 

As blind affeQion, which doth ne’er advance 

The truth, but gropes, and urgeth all by chance; 

A crafty malice might pretend his praife, 

And think to ruin where it feem’d to raife. 

Thefe are, as fome infamous baud or whore, 

L Shouid praife a matron: What could hurt her 

more ¢ 

But thou art g them, and indeed, 

tune of them, or the need, 

H 


i therefore will egin. Soul of the age ! 
Th’ applaufe, delight, the wonder of the flage ! 
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My Shakefpear rife ; I will not lodge thee by, 
Chaucer, or Spenfer, or bid Beaumont lye, 

A little further to make thee a room: 

Thou art a monument without a tomb, 

And art alive fill, while the book doth live, 
And we have wits to read, and praife to give. 
That I net mix thee fo, my brain excufes ; 

I mean with great but difproportion’d mutes : 
For if I thought, my judgment were of years, 
I fhould commit thee furely with thy peers, 
And tell how far thou did’ft our Lily outfhine, 
Or {porting Kid, or Marlow’s mighty line. 


Ife then goes on to challenge all antiquity to 
match Shakefpear; but the poetry is fo miferable, 
that the reader will think the above quotation long 
enough. 

-Ben has wrote above fifty feveral pieces w 
we may rank under the fpecies of dramatic poe- 
try ; of which I fhall give an account in order, 
beginning with one of his belt comedies. 

1. * Alchymift, a comedy, acted in the year 1610. 
Mr. Dryden fuppofes this play was copied from the 
comedy of Albumazer, as far as concerns thé Alchy - 
mift’s charaéter ; as appears from his prologue pre- 
fixed to that play, when it was revived in his time. 

2, Bartholomew Fair, a comedy, acted at the 
Hope on the Bankfide, O&ober 31, in 1614, by the 
lady Elizabeth’s fervants, and then dedicated to 
James I. 

3. Cataline’s confpiracy, a tragedy, firft acted 
in the year 1611. “In this our author has tranfla- 
ted a great part of Saluft’s hiftory ; anditis when 
fpeaking of this play, that Dryden fays, he did 
not borrow but commit depredations upon the an- 
cients. Tragedy was not this author’s talent; he 
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was totally without tendernefs, and was fo far ‘un- 
qualified for tragedy. 

4. Challenge at ‘Lilt, at a Marriage, printed 1640. 

5. Chriftmas’s Mafque, prefented at court 1616. 

6. Cloridia, or the Rites of Cloris and her 
Nymphs, perfonated in a Mafque at court, by the 
Queen and her Ladies, at Shrove Tide, 1630. 

7. Cynthia’s Revels, or the Fountain of Self. 
love, a comical Satire, firft a€ted in the year 1600, 
by the then children of Queen Elizabeth’s chapel, 
with the allowance of the Matter of the Revels, 
printed in folio, 1640. 

8. The Devil is an Afs, a Comedy, aéted in the 
year 1616, 

g. Entertainment of King James in pafling his 
Coronation, printed in folio, 1640. 

10. Entertainment in Private of the King and 
Queen on May-day in the morning, at Sir William 
Cornwallis’s houfe at Highgate, Eoo4. 

11. Entertainment of King James and Queen at 
Theobald’s, when the houfe was delivered up, with 
the pofieilion to the Queen, by the earl of Salis- 
bury 1607, the Prince of Janvile, brother to the 
Duke of Guife being then prefent. 

12. Entertainment ‘in particular of the Queen 
and Prince, their Highneffes at Althrope at the 
Lord Spenfer’s, 1603, as they came firit into the 
kingdom. 

13. Enter‘ainment of the Two Kings of Great 
Britain and Denmark, at Theobald’s, July 24th 
1606, printed 1640. 

14. Every Manin his Humour, a Comedy, a&ed in 
the year 1598, by the then Lord Chamberlain’s fer- 
vants, and dedicated toMr Camden. ‘This play has 
been often revived fince the reftoration. 

15.. Every Man out of his Humour, a comical 
Satire, firft ated 1599, and dedicated to the Inns 
of Court. ‘This play was revived 1675, at which 
time 
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time a new Prologue and Epil gue were fpoke by 
Jo. Haynes, written by Mr. Doffel. 

16. Fortunate Ifles, and their Union celebratéd, 
in a Mafque, defigned for the Court on Tweifth- 


Night, 1626. 


17. Golden Age Reflored, 


in a Mafque, at 


Court 1615, by the Lords and Gentlemen, the 


King’s fervants. 


18. Hymenzi, or the Solemnit'es of a Mafque, 
and Barriers at a Marriage, printed 1640. ‘To 
this Mafque are annexed by the autlior, Notes on 
the Margin, for illuftration of the ancient Greek and 


Roman Cuftonis. 


19. Irifh Mafque, at Court, by the King’s fer- 


vants. 


20. King’s Entertatamentat Welbeck in Notting- 
hamfhire, at the Houfe of the Right Honourable 
William, Earl of Newcaftle, at his going’ to Scot- 


land, 1633. 


21. Love freed from Ignorance and Folly, a 


Mafque. 


22. Love Reftored, ina Mafque, at Court, 1630. 
23. Love’s Welcome, the King and Queen’s En- 
tertainment at Bolfover, at the Earl of Newcattle’s, 


1634. 


24. Magnetick Lady, or Humours Reconciled, 
a Comedy, acted at the Black Fryars, and printed 
1640. This play was fmartly and virulently at- 
tacked by Dr. Gill, Mafter of St. Paul’s fchool, 
part of which, on account-of the anfwer which 
Ben gave to it, we fhall take the trouble to tran- 


{cribe. 


& 


But to advife thee Ben, in this fri age, 

A brick-hill’s better for thee than a ftage ; 
Thou better know’it a Groundfil for to lay 
Than lay a plot, or Groundwork of a play, 
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And better canft dire& to cap a chimney, 
Than to converfe with Chlio, or Polyhimny. 


Fall then to work in thy old age agen, 

Take up thy trug.and trowel, gentle Ben, 

Let plays alone; or if thou need’ft will write, 
And thruft thy feeble mufe into the light ; 

Let Lowen ceafe, and Taylor fcorn to touch, 

The loathed flage, for thou haft made it fuch. 


Thefe lines are without-wit, and without poetry ; 


contain a mean reflexion’on Ben’s origi- 
mployment, of which he had no occafion to 
fhamed; but he was paid in kind, and Ben 


anfwers him with equal virulence, and in truth 
it cannot be faid with more wit or poetry, for it 
is difficult to determine which author’s verfes are 


wretched. 


Shall the profperity of a pardon fill 

Secure thy railing rhymes, infamous Gill, 

At libelling ? fhall no ftar chamber peers, 

Pillory, nor whip, nor want of ears, 

All which thou haft incurred defervedly, 

Nor degradation from the miniftry 

‘To be the Denis of thy father’s fchool, 

Keep in thy bawling wit, thou bawling fool. 

Thinking to ftir me, thou haft loft thy end, 

I'll laugh at thee, poor wretched ‘Tyke, go fend 

‘Thy boltant mufe abroad, and teach it ra- 
ther 

A tune to drown the ballads of thy father. 

For thou haft nought to cure his fame, 

But tune and noife, and eccho of his fhame. 

A rogue by ftatute, cenfured to be whipt, 

Cropt, branded, flit, neck-Rockt: go, you 
are fiript. ; 


Kee 


25. Mafque, 
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25. Mafque, atthe Lord Vifcount Hadington’s 
Marriage at Court, on Shrove Tueiday at night, 
1608. 

26. Mafque of Augurs, with feveral Antimafques, 
prefented on Twelfth Night, 1608. 

27. Mafque of Owls, at Keneilworth, prefented 
by the Ghoft of Captain Cox, mounted on his 
Hobby-Horfe, 1626. 

28. Mafque of Queens celebrated from the Houfe 
of Fame, by the Queen of Great Britain with her 
Ladies at Whitehall, 1609. 

29. Mafque, prefented in the houfe of lord Hay 
by feveral noblemen, 1617, for the French am- 
baffador. ' 

30. Metamorphofed Gypfies, a Mafque,- thrice 
prefented to King James, 1621. 

31. Mercury vindicated from the Alchymift’s, at 
Court. 

32. Mortimer’s Fall, a Tragedy, or rather. a 
fragment, being juft begun and left imperfe& by his 
death. 

33. Neptune’s Triumph for the return of Albi- 
~ on, ina Mafque, at court. 

34. News from the New World difcovered in the 
Moon, prefented 1620 at court. 

35. Oberon, the Fairy Prince, a Mafque, of 
Prince Henry’s. 

36. Pan’s Anniverfary, or the Shepherd’s Hcli- 
day, a Mafque, 1625. 

37. Pleafure reconciled to Virtue, a Mafque, pre- 
fented at court, 1619. 

8. Poetafter, or his Arraignment, a comical 
Satire, firft acted in the year 1601. 

39. Queen’s Mafques, the firft of Blacknefé, 
prefented 1605 ; the fecond of Beauty, was pre- 
fented at the fame court 1608. 

4o. Sad Shepherd, or a Tale of Robin Hood, a 
Paftoral. 

41. Sejanus’s Fall, a Tragedy, ated inthe year 
1603. This play has met with fucceis, and was 
| M 4 uthered 
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ifhered into the world -by ni f verfe 
uihered iito the worla by nine copies of verfes, 
c of which was writ by Mr. Chapman. Mr. 


Gentleman has lately publifhed a T ragedy under 


the fame title, in which he acknowledges the parts 
he took -from | ohnfon. 

42. * Siient Woman, a Comedy, firft a€ted in 
the year 1609. This is ‘reckoned one of Ben’s beft 
comedies; Mr. Dryden has done it the honour to 
make fome criticifms upon it. 

43. Speeches at Prince. Henry’s Barriers, printed 

rOll 1b F 

44. Staple of News, a Comedy, aéted in the 
year 162¢ 


40. Time vindicated to himfelf and to his Ho- 


nour, prefented 12 nights, 1622! 
» < Sate 7 = & > cP 
47. * Volpone, or the Fok, a Comedy, firf atted 
in the year 1605; this is one of his a Sed plays. 
48. Cafe is altered, a Comedy, aéted-and print- 
ed 1609. 


49. Widow, a Comedy, ated at the private 
houfe in Black Fryars. 
so. New Inn, or the Light Heart, a Comedy, 
acted 1620. his play did. not fucceed to his ex- 
pet “ation, an id Ben being filled with indignation at 
the people’s want of tafte e, wrote an Ode addrefied 
to-h micif on that occafion, advifing him to quit 
gé, which was anfwered by Mr. Feltham. 


S 


* ‘The Al chymift, the Fox, and the Silent Wo- 
man, have been oftner aéted than all the reft of 
Ben John fon’ s.plays put together; they have ever 

generally deemed good ftock-} plays, and been 
nitherived to many crowded ancibrcess in feveral 
Peas 


jep afons, with univerial applaufe. Why 
the pur Abd met not with fuccefs, when re- 


at Drury Lane Theatre, let the 
new Eee or the aétors of the New Mcde, de- 


Thus 
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Thus have we given a detail of Ben Johnfon’s 
works. He is-allowed to have been a {cholar, 
and to have underftood and practifed the dramatic 
rules; but Dryden proves him to have likewife 
been an unbounded plagiary. Humour was his 
‘talent; and he had a happy turn for an epil- 
taph ; we cannot better conclude his chara¢ter as 
“a poet, than in the nervous lines of the Prologue 
quoted in the Life of Shakefpear. 

After having fhewn Shakeipear’s boundlefs geni- 
us, he continues, 


Then Johnfon came inftruéted from the fchool 

To pleafe by method, and invent by rule. 

His ftudious patience, and labortous art 

With regular approach affay’d the heart ; 

Cold approbation gave the ling’ring bays, 

For they who durit not cenfure, fcarce could 
praife. 


KPO OK OOO ORCI? IK 


THomas CAREW, Efq; 


AS defcended of a very ancient and reputa- 

ble family of the Carews in Devonfhire, 

and was brother to Matthew Carew, a great royalift, 

in the time of the rebellion; he had his education 

in Corpus Chrifti College, but he appears not to 

have been matriculated as a member, or that he 

‘took a {cholaftic degree * ; afterwards improving 
his parts by travelling, and converfation with inge- 

nious men in the Metropolis, he acquired fome 

reputation for his wit and poetry. About this time 


# Wood's Athen. Oxon. p. 630 vol.i, 
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being taken notice of at court for his ingenuity, 
he was made Gentleman of the Privy Chamber, 
and. Sewer in ordinary to King Charles I, who al- 
ways efteemed him to the laft, one of the moft 
celebrated wits about his court |. He was much 
efteemed and refpe€ted by the poets of his time, 
efpecially by Ben Johnfon. Sir John Suckling, 
who had a great kindnefs for him, could not let 
him pafs in his feffion of poets without this cha- 
racter. 


‘Tom Carew was next, but he had a fault, 

‘That would not well ftand with a Laureat ; 

His mufe was hide-bound, and the iffue of’s brain 

Was feldom brought forth, but with trouble and 
pain. 


The works of our author are, 


Poems ; firft printed in Oftavo, and afterwards 
being revifed and enlarged, there were feveral edi- 
tions of them made, the third in 1654, and the 
fourth in 1670. The fongs in thefe poems were 
fet to mufic, or as Wood expreffes it, wedded to 
the charming notes of Mr. Henry Lawes, at that 
time the greateft mufical compofer in England, 
who was Gentleman of the King’s Chapel, and 
one of the private muficians to his Majefty. 

Ceelum Britannicum; A Mask at Whitehall in-the 
Banguetting Houfe, on Shrove Tuefday-night Fe- 
bruary 18, 1633, London 1651. . This Mafque 
is commonly attributed to Sir William Davenant. 
It was performed by the King, the duke 
of Lenox, earls of !evonfhire, Holland, New- 
port &c. with feveral other Lords and Noblemen’s 
Sons; he was afifted in. the contrivance by Mr. 
Inigo Jones, the famous architet. The Mafque 
being written by the King’s exprefs command, our 
author placed this diftich in the front, when printed ; 


l} Wood’s ubi fapra, 
Non 
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Non habet ingenium: Czfar fed jufit: habebo 
Cur-me poffe negem, pofle quod ille putat. 


The following may ferve as a fpecimen of the 
celebrated fonnets of this elegant writzr. 


Botpness'in Love. : 


Mark how the bafh{ul morn in vain 
Courts the amorous marigold 
With fighing blaits, and weeping raia ; 
Yet fhe refufes to unfold. 
But when the planet of the day 

- Approacheth with his powerful ray, 
Then fhe fpreads, then the receives 
His warmer beams into her virgin leaves. 


So fhalt thou thrive in love, fond boy ; 
If thy tears and fighs difcover 

Thy grief, thou never fhalt enjoy 

The juft reward of a bold lover : 

But when with moving accents thou 
Shalt conftant faith and fervice vow, 

Thy Celia fhall receive thofe charms 
With open ears, and with unfolded arms. 


Sir William Davenant has given an honourable 
teftimony in favour of our author, with which I 
fhall conclude his life, after obferving that this 
elegant author died, much regretted by fome of 
the beft wits of his time, in the year 1639. 


Sir William Davenant thus addreffes him,, 


Not that thy verfes are fo {mooth and high 

As glory, love, and wine, from wit can raife; 
But now the Devil take fuch deftiny ! 

What fhould commend them turns to. their 


difpraife. 
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y wit’s chief virtue, is become its vice ; 
For evety bea uty yds haft rais’d fo high, 
That now coarfe faces carry fuch a price, 
undo alover that would buy. 
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Sir HENRY WorTTon. 


- ! ‘HIS great man was born in the year 1568, 


fcend 


at Boéton Hall in the county of Kent, de- 
ded of a very ancient family, who diftinguifhed 


the felves in the wars between the Scotch and 


1 } “2 he 
Englith before the 


union of crowns. ‘The father 


of Sir Henry Wotton, (according to the account 


of the learned bifl fhop Walton,) 


was twice married, 


and after the death of his fecond wife, favs the 
bifhop, ‘ his inclination, though naturally averfe 


4 


a 


a 


‘ 


« 


to all contentions, yet necefitated he was to 
ve feveral fuits of law, which er up much 

he was by divers of his friends 
perfwaded to remarriage, to ae he often an- 
fwered, that if he did put on a refolution to 
marry, he ferioufly refolved to avoid three forts 
of perfons, namely, 


his time ; 


‘ Thofe that had children, 
‘law fuits, 
« were of his kindred :. 


And yet following hi ¥ own law fuit, he met in 
Weftminfter Hall with one Mrs. Morton, the wi- 
dow of a gentleman of Kent, who was engaged 
in feveral fuits in law, and obferving her com- 


« portment, the time of her hearing one of her 


caufes before the judges, he could not but at the 
© fame 
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* fame time compaflionate her condition, and fo 
* affect her perfon, that though there were in her 
a concurrence of all thofe accidents, againit 
which he had fo ferioufly refolved, yet his af- 
fection grew fo ftrong, that he then refolved to 
‘ follicit-her for a wife, and did, and obtained her.’ 

By this lady he had our author, who received the 
rudiments of his education from his mother, who 
was it feems a woman of tafte, and capable of in- 
{piring him with a love of polite accomplifhments, 
When he became fit for an academical education, 
he was placed in New College in Oxford, in the 
beginning of the year 1584, where living in the 
condition of a Gentleman Commoner, he con- 
tracted an intimacy with Sir Richard Baker, ~after- 
wards an eminent hiftorian. Sir Henry did not 


long continue there, but removed to Queen’s Col. ° 


lege, where, fays Walton, he made a great pro- 
grefs in logic and philofophy, and wrote a Tra- 
gedy for the ufe of that college, called Tarroredo, 
_ Walton tells us, * that this tragedy was {fo inter- 
* woven with fentences, and for the exact perfonat- 
ing thofe paflions and humours he propofed to 
reprefent, he fo performed, that the gravelt of 
‘ the fociety declared, that he had in a flight 

employment, given an early and folid teftimony 
* of his future abilities.’ 

On the 8th of June, fays Wood, 1588, he asa 
member of Queen’s College, fupplicated the vene- 
rable congregation of regents, that he might be 
admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, which 
defire was granted conditionally, that he thould 
“determine the Lent foliowing, but whether he was 

admitted, or did determine, or took any decree, 
does not appear in any of the univerfity regifters ; 
though Mr. Walton fays, that about the twentieth 
year of his age, he proceeded Mafter of Arts, and 
at that time read in Latin three leGtures de Ocello. 


During 
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During the time he was at the univerfity, and 
gaining much upon mankind by the reputation of 
his abilities, his father, for whom he had the 
higheft veneration, died, and left him a hundred 
marks a year, to be paid out of one of his ma- 
nors of great value. Walton proceeds to relate a 
very aftonifhing circumftance concerning the father 
of our author, which as it is of the vifionary fort, 
the reader may credit, or not, as he pleafes; it is 
however too curious to be here omitted, efpecially 
as the learned prelate Walton already mentioned 
has told it with great earneftnefs, as if he was 
perfuaded of its reality. 

In the year 1553, Nicholas Wotton, dean of 
Canterbury, uncle to our author’s father, being 
ambafflador in France in the reign- of queen 
Mary, dreamed, that his nephew Thomas  Wot- 
ton, was difpofed to be a party in a very hazard- 
ous project, which if not fuddenly prevented, 
would iffue in the lofs of his life, and the ruin 
of his family; the dean, who was perfuaded of 
the importance of his own dream, was very un- 
eafy; but left he fhould be thought fuperftitious, 
he refolved to conceal the circumftance, and not 
to acquaint his nephew, or any body elfe with it, 
but dreaming the fame a fecond time, he determined 
to put fomething in execution in confequence of 
it; he accordingly wrote to the Queen to fend for 
his nephew Thomas Wotton out of Kent, and 
that the Lords of the Council might examine 
him about fome imaginary-confpiracy, fo as to 

ive colour for his being committed to Jail, de- 
claring that he would acquaint her Majefty with 
the true reafon of his requeft, when he fhould next 
be fo happy to pay his duty toher. The Queen 
complied with the dean’s defire, who at that time 
it feems had great influence with that bigotted 


Princefs. 
About. 
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About this time a marriage was concluded be- 
“tween the Queen of England, and Philip, King 
of Spain, which not a little difobliged fome of 
the nobility, who were jealous left their country 
by fuch a match fhould be fubjefted to the do- 
minion of Spain, and their independent rights in- 
vaded by that imperious monarch. Thefe fufpici- 
ons produced an infurrection, which was headed 
by the duke of Suffolk and Sir Thomas Wyat, 
who both loft their lives in the attempt to pre- 
vent the match by feizing the Queen; for the 
defign was foon difcovered, eafily defeated, and 
thofe two perfons, with many more, fuffered ona 
{caffold. 

Between Sir Thomas Wyat and the Wotton’s fa- 
mily, there had been a long intimacy, and Sir 
Thomas had really won Mr. Wotton over to his 
intereft; and had he not been prevented by im- 
prifonment, he afterwards declared that he would 
have joined his friend in the infurrection, and in 
all probability would have fallen a facrifice to 
the Queen’s refentment, and the votaries of the 
Spanifh match. 

After Sir Henry quitted the univerfity of Oxford, 
he travelled into France,. Germany and _ Italy, 
where he refided above nine years; and returned 
to his own country perfectly accomplifhed in all 
the polite improvements, which men of fenfe acquire 
by travelling, and well acquainted with the tem- 
per and genius of the people with whom he had 
converfed, and the different policy of’ their go- 
yernments. He was foon.taken notice of after his 
return, and became fecretary to the famous Ro- 
bert Devereux, earl of Effex, that unfortunate 
favourite, whofe ftory is never exhibited on 
the ftage, fays Mr. Addifon, without affecting 
the heart in the moft fenfible manner. With 
his lordfhip he continued in the character of 

fecrea 
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fecretary till the earl, was apprehended for his mu- 
tinous behaviour towards the Queen, and put up- 
on his trial. Wotton, who did not think it fafe to 


retired to Florence, became acquainted with 
the Great Duke of Tufcany, and rofe fo high in 
his favour, that he was entrufted by him to carry 
letters to: James VI. King of Scots, under the 
name of Oé€tavio Baldi, in order to inform that 
king of a defign againft his life. Walton informs 
us, that though Queen Elizabeth was never willing 
to declare her fucceffor, yet the King of Scots 
was generally believed to be the perfon, on whom 
the crown of England would devolve. The 
Queen declining very faft, both through age and 
vifible infirmities, “* thofe that were of the Romith 
perfuafion, in point of religion, knowing that the 
death of the Queen, and eftablifhing her fucceffion, 
was the crifis for deftroying or fupporting the 
Proieftant religion in this nation, did therefore 
improve all opportunities for preventing a Pro- 
teftant Prince to fucceed her; and as the pope’s 
excommunication of Queen Elizabeth had both by 
the judgment and practice of the jefuited Papilts, 
expofed her to be warrantably deftroyed, fo about 


- that time, there were many endeavours firft to ex- 


communicate, and then to fhorten the life of King 
James VI.” 

Immediately after Wotton’s return from Rome to 
Florence, which was about a year befere the 
death ef Queen Elizabeth; Ferdinand, the Great 
Dake, had intercepted certain letters; which dif- 
covered a defign againft the life of the King of 
Scots. ‘The Duke abhorring the fcheme of af- 
faffination, and refolving to prevent it, advifed 
with his fecretary Vietta, by what means a caution 
fhould be given ‘to the Scotch Prince. Vietta re- 
commended Wotton as a perfon of the aa. 
ilities 
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bilities of any Englifhman then at his court: 
Mr. Wotton was fent for by his friend Vietta to 
the Duke,- who after many profeflions of truft 
and friendfhip, acquainted him with the fecret, and 
fent him to Scotland with letters to the King, 
and fuch antidotes againit poifon, as till then, the 
Scots. had been ftrangers to. Mr. Wotton having 
departed from the Duke, affumed the name and 
language of an Italian, which he fpoke fo fluent- 
ly, and with fo little mixture of a foreign dialect, 
that he could fcarcely be diftinguifhed from a na- 
tive of Italy; and thinking it beft to avoid the 
line of Englith intelligence and danger, poited 
into Norway, and through that country towards 

Scotland, where he found the King at Stirling. 
When he arrived there, he ufed means by one 
of the gentlemen of his Majefty’s bed-chamber, 
to procure a fpeedy and private audience of his 
Majefty, declaring that the bufinefs which he was 
to negotiate was of fuch confequence, as.had ex- 
cited the Great Duke of Tufcany to enjoin him 
fuddenly to leave his native country of Italy, to 

impart it to the king. . | 
The King being informed of this, after a little 
wonder, mixed with jealoufy, to hear of an Italian 
ambaflador or meflenger, appointed a private au- 
dience that evening. When Mr. Wotton came to 
the prefence chamber, he was defired to lay aide 
his long rapier, - and: being entered, found the 
King there, with three or four Scotch lords fland- 
ing diftant in feveral corners of the chamber; at 
the fight of whom he made a ftand, and Which 
the King obferving, bid him be bold, and deliver 
his meffage, and he would undertake for the fecrely 
of all who were prefert. Upon this he delivered 
his mefiage and letters to his Majefty in Italian ;. 
which when the King had gracioufly received, af- 
ter a little paufe, Mr. Wotton flept up to the ea 
le, 
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ble, and whifpered to the King in his own lan- 
guage that he was an Englifhman, requefting a 
more private conference with his Majefty, and that 
he might be concealed during his ftay in that na- 
tion, which was promifed, and really performed by 
the King, all the time he remained at the Scotch 
court; he then returned to the Duke with a fatis- 
factory account of his employment. 

When King James fucceeded to the Throne of 
England, he found among others of Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s officers, Sir Edward Wotton, afterwards 
lord Wotton, Comptroller of the Houfhold, whom 
he asked one day, ‘ whetherhe knew one Henry 
*-Wotton, who had fpent much time in foreign 
* travel ?? Sir Edward replied, that he knew him 
well, and that he was his brother. ‘The King 
then asked, where he was, and upon Sir Ed- 
ward’s an{wering that he believed he would foon 
be at Paris, fend for him fays his Majefty, and 
when he comes to England, bid him repair pri- 
vately to me. Sir Edward, after a little wonder, 
asked his Majefty, whether he knew him? to which 
the King anfwered, you muft reft unfatished of 
that ’till you bring the gentleman to me. Not 
many months after this. difcourfe, Sir Edward 
brought his brother to-attend the king, who took 
him in his arms, and bid him welcome under the 
name of Odiavio Baldi, faying, that he was the 
moft honeft, and therefore the beft, diffembler-he 
ever met with; and feeing I know, added the 
King, you want neither learning, travel, nor ex- 
perience, and that I have had fo real a teftimony 
of your faithfulnefs and abilities to manage an 
embaflage, I have fent for you to declare my 
purpofes, which is to make ufe of you in that 
kind hereafter *. But before he difmiffled O@a- 


* Walton, ubi fupra. 
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vio Baldi from his prefent attendance, he reftored 
him to his old name of Henry Wotton, by 
which he then knighted him. 

Not long after this, King James having refolved 
according to his motto of beati pacifici, to have 
a friendfhip with his neighbouring kingdoms of 
France and Spain, and alfo to enter into an al- 
liance with the State of Venice, and for that pur- 
pofe to fend ambafladors to thofe feveral States, 
offered to Sir Henry his choice of which ever of 
thefe employments beft faited his inclination; who 
from the confideration of his own perfonal cftate 
being fmall, and the courts of France and Spain 
extreamly fumptuous, fo as to expofe him to ex- 
pences above his fortune, made choice of Venice, 
a place of more retirement, and where he could 
execute his embaffy, and at the fame time indulge 
himfelf in the ftudy of natural philofophy, in that 
feat of the fciences, where he was fure to meet 
with men accomplifhed in all the polite improve- 
ments, as well as the more folid attainments of 
philofophy. Having informed the king that he 
chofe to be fent to Venice, his Majefty feitled a 
very confiderable allowance upon him during his 
ftay there; he then took his leave, and was ac- 
companied through France to Venice, fays Wal- 
ton, by gentlemen of the bef families and breed- 
ing, that this nation afforded. 

When Sir Henry Wotton arrived at Venice, 
there fubfifted between the Venetians and the Pope 
a very warm contention, which was profecnted . 
by both parties with equal fury. The laity made 
many complaints againft the two frequent prac- 
tice of land being left to the church without a 
licence from the ftate, which increafed the power 
of the clergy, already too great, and rendered their 
infolence infupportable. In confequence of this, 
the ftate made feveral injunctions againit lay-perfons 
difpoting 
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cifpofing their lands in that manner. Another 
caufe of their quarrel was, that the Venetians 
had fent to Rome, feveral articles of complaint 
againit two priefts, the abbot of Nervefa, and a 
canon of Vicenza, for committing fuch abominable 
crimes, as Mr. Walton {ays, it would be a fhame to 
mention: Their complaints met with no redrefs, 
and the deteftable practices of thefe monfters in 
holy orders ftill continuing, they feized their per- 
{ons and committed them to prifon. 


ry . 


he juftice or injuftice of fuch power exercifed by 
the Venetians, produced debates between theR epub- 
lic and Pope Clement VIII.. Clement foon dying, 
Pope Paul the firft, a man of unbounded infolence, 
and elated with his {piritual fuperiority, let loofe all 
his rage againft the ftate. He judged all refiftance to 
be adiminution ofltis power, and threatened excom- 
munication to the whole State, if a revocation was 
not inftantly made, which the Venetians rejecting, 
he proceeded in menaces, and at laft did excom- 
municate the Duke, the whole Senate,-and all their 
dominions ; then he fhut up the churches, charg- 
ing the clergy to forbear facred offices to any of 
the Venetians, till their obedience fhould make 
them capable of abfolution. The contention was 
thus fomented, till a report prevailed that the Vene- 
tians were turned Proteftants, which was believed 
by many, as the Englith embaflader was fo often 
in conference with the Senate, and that they had 
made-all their proceedings known to the King of 
England, who would fupport them, fhould the 
Pope prefume to exetcife any more oppreffions. 
This circumftance made it appear plain enough to 
his Holinefs, that he weakened his-power by ex- 
ceeding it ; and being alarmed left a revolution 
fhould happen, offered the Venetians abfolution 
upon very eafy terms, which the Republic. fill 
flighting, did at laft obtain it, by that which. was 
{carce fo much as a fhew of defiring it. F 
ar 
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For eight years aftér Sir Henry Wotton’s going 
into Italy, he ftood very high in the King’s efteem, 
but at laft, loft his favour for fome time, by an ac- 
cident too fingular to be here omitted. 

When he firft went embaflador to Italy, as he 
paffed through Germany he ftaid fome days at Augs- 
burgh, where having been in his former travels well 
known by many of the firft reputation in learning, 
and pafling an evening in merriment, he was defired 
by Chriftopher Hecamore to write a fentence in his 
Album, and confenting to it, took occafion from 
fome accidental converfation which happened in 
the company, to write a pleafant definition of an 
embaflador in thefe words. ‘ Legatus eft vir bo-. 
“nus, peregre-miflus ad mentiendum Republice 
“© caufa ;” which he chofe fhould have been’thus 
rendered into Englifh : An Ambaflador is an hon- 
eft Man, fent to lie abroad for the good of his 
Country ; but the word lie, upon which the conceit 
turned, was not fo expreffed in Latin, as to ad- 
mit a double meaning, or fo far a confruion 
as Sir Henry thought, in Englifh. About eight 
years after, this Album fell into- the hand¢ of 
Gafpar Scioppius, a reftlefs zealot, who publithed 
books againft King James, and upbraided him 
for entertaining fuch fcandalous principles, as his 
embaffador had expreffed by that fentence: This 
afperfion gained ground, and it became fufhiona- 
ble in Venice to write this definition in feveral 
glafs windows. + Thefe incidents reachitig the ear 
of King James, he was much difpleafed with the 
behaviour of his embaffador on that occafion, and 

from an innocent piece of witticifm Sir Henry 
was like to pay very dear, by lofing his mafter’s 
favour. Upon this our author wrote two apolo- 
gies, one to Velferus, which was difperfed in Ger- 
many and Italy, and another to the King ; both 
‘which were fo well written, that his Majeity up- 
on 
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cn reading them declared, ‘ that Sir Henry Wot- 
‘‘ ton had fufficiently commutted for a greater 
** offence.” 

Upon this reconciliation, Sir Henry became more 
in favour with his Majefty than ever; like friends 
who have -been for fome time feparated, they meet 
again with double fervour, and their friendfhip in- 
creafes to a greater warmth. During the twenty 
years which Sir Henry was ambafiador at Venice, 
he had the good fortune to befo well refpected by all 
the Dukes, and the leading men of the Republic, 
that his intereft every year increafed, and they {el- 
dom denied him any favour he afked for his country- 
men who came to Venice ; which was, as Walton 
exprefies it, a city of refuge for all Englifhmen who 
were any way diftrefled in that Republic. Walton 
proceeds to relate two particular inftances of the 
generofity, and tendernefs of his difpofition, and 
the noblenefs ofhis mind, which, as they ferve to.il- 
luftrate his charaéter, deferve a place here. 

There had been many Englifhmen brought by 
commanders of their own country, to ferve the Ve- 
netians for pay, againit the Turks ; and thofe Eng- 
lifh, by irregularities, and imprudence, committed 
fuch offences as brought them into prifons, and ex- 
pofed them’ to work in gallies. Wotton could not 
be an unconcerned fpectator.of the miferies of his 
countrymen : their offences he knew proceeded ra- 
ther from wantonnefs, and intemperance, than any 
real principles of _difhonour ; and therefore he 
thought it not beneath him to become. a petitioner 
for their releafement. He was happy in a fuccefs- 
ful reprefentation of their calamities, they were fet 
at liberty, and had an opportunity of returning to 
their own country in comfort, in place of languifh- 
ing in jails, and being flaves at the Gallies ; and by 
this compaffionate Interpofition with the Republick, 


he had the bleflings of many miferable wretches : the 
highest 
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higheft pleafure which any human being can enjoy 
on this fide immortality. 
Of the generofity and noblenefs of his mind, 
Walton gives this initance ; 
Upon Sir Henry Wotton’s coming a fecond time 
to Venice, he was employed as embaffador to feve- 
ral of the German princes, and to the Emperor 
Ferdinando II. and this embaffy to thefe prin- 
ces was to incline them to equitable meafures, for 
the reitoration of the Queen of Bohemia, and her 
defcendants, to their patrimonial inheritance of the 
Palatinate. This was by eight months conftant en- 
deavours and attendance upon the Emperor and his 
court, brought to a probability of a fuccefsfal con- 
clufion, by a treaty ; but about that time the Em- 
peror’s army fought a battle fo fortunately, as put 
an end to the expected treaty, and Sir Henry Wot- 
ton’s hopes, who when he quitted the Emperor's 
court, humbly advifed him, to ufe his victory with 
moderation, which advice the Emperor was pleafed 
to hear gracioufly, being well fatisfied with Wot: 
ton’s behaviour during his refidence at his court. 
He then fold him, that tho’ the King his matter 
was looked upon as an abetter of his enemy, 
yet he could not help demonftrating his regard to 
him, by- making him a prefent of a rich jewel 
of diamonds, worth more than ten thoufand pounds. 
This was received with all poffible refpect by Sir 
Henry ; but the next morning upon his departing 
from Vienna, at his taking leave of the Countefs 
of Sabrina, an Italian lady, in whofe loufe he re- 
fided, he exprefled his gratitude for her civilities by 
prefenting her with the jewel given him by the 
Emperor, which being afterwards difcovered, was 
by the Emperor taken as an affront; but Sir Hen- 
ry acknowledging his gratitude for the mark of 
diftinétion fhewn to him, at the fame time decla- 
red, he did not chufe to receive profit from any 
: pre- 
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perients giv en him by an enemy of his royal mif- 
trefs, for fo the Queen of Bohemia, the eldeft daugh- 
ter_of the ‘King of England, perinitted him to call 
her. 

Upon Sir Henry Wotton’s return from his embaf- 
fy, he fignified an inclination to the King to be ex- 
euied from any further employment in foreign af- 
fairs, to retire from the buiftle of life, and fpend 
the evening of his days in ftudious eafe and tran- 
quility. His Majefty in confequence of this requett, 
promifed him the reverfion of an oflice, which was 
the place of Maiter of the Rolles, if he out-lived: Sir 
Julius Cefar, who then poflefled it, and was grown 
fo old, that he was faid to be kept alive beyond 

nature’s courfe, by the prayers of the many people 
who daily lived upon his bounty.~ Here it will 
not be improper to obferve, that Sir Henry Wot- 
ton had, thro’ a generofity of temper, reduced his 
affairs to fuch a ftate, that he could ‘not live 
without fome profitable employment, as he was 
indebted to many perfons for money he borrowed 
to {upport his dignity in his embafly, the King’s 
appointment for that purpofe being either not re- 
gularly paid, or too inconfiderable forthe ex- 
pence. This reitdesea it impoflible for him to 
wait the death of Sir Julius Cefar ; befides that 
place had been long follicited by that worthy gen- 
tleman for his fon, rae! it would have been thought 
an ill-natured office, to have by any means pre- 
vented it. 

It luckily happened at this time, that the Pro- 
voftfhip of his Majefty’s college at Eaton became 
vacant by the-death of Mr. Murray, for which 
there were many earneft and powerful follicitati- 
ons. This place was’ admirably fuited to the 
courfe of life Wotton refolved to purfue, for the 
remaining part of his days; he had feen enough 
of the world to be fick of it, and being now wee 
core 
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{core years of ‘age, he thought a college was the 
fitteft place to.indulge contemplation, and’ to reft 
his body and mind after a long ftruggle on the 
theatre of life. In his fuit for this place he was hap- 
pily fuccefsful, and immediately entered into holy 
orders, which was neceflary, before he could take 
poffeffion of his new office.. Walton has related the 
particular manner of his fpending his time, which 
was divided between attendance upon public de- 
votion, the more private duties of religion, and the 
care which his funétion demanded from him of the 
affairs of the college. In the year 1639 Sir Hen- 
ry died in Eaton-College, and was buried in the 
chapel belonging to it. He direéted the follow- 
ing fentence to be put upon a marble monument 


to be eretted over him. 


Hic jacit hujus fententiz primus author. Difpw- 
tandi pruritus ecclefiarum {cabies. Nomen. alias 
quere. 


Which may be thus rendered into Englih ; 
Here lyeth the firft author of this fentence. 


The itch of difputation will prove the {cab of the 
church. 


Enquire his name elfewhere. 


Sir Henry Wotton has been allowed -by all critics 
to be a man of real and great genius, an upright 
itatefman, a polite courtier, compaflionate and be- 
nevolent to thofe in diftrefs, charitable to the poor, 
and in a word, an honeft man and a pious chrif- 
tian. Asa poet ‘he feems to have no confidera- 
able genius. His verfificationis harmonious, andfome- 
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times has an air of novelty, his turns are elegant, 
and his thoughts have both dignity and propriety to 
sehink cleus them. There is a little piece amongtt 

is collections called the World, which we thall quote 
eee we give an account ofhis works. 


The world’s a bubble: and the life of man, 
Lefs than a fpan. 
In his conception wretched.: from the womb, 
So to the tomb, 
Nurft from his cradle, and brought up to years, 
With cares and fears. 
Who then to frail mortality fhall truft, 
But lymns in water, or but writes in duft, 
Yet whilft with forrow here we live oppreft, 
* What life is beft ? 
Courts are but only fuperficial fchools, 
To dandle fools: 
he rural ‘part is turned into a den 
Of favage men: 
And where’s a city from vice fo free, 
But may be termed the wortft of all the three ? 
Dometic cares afflict the hufband’s bed, 
Or pains his head. 
Thofe that live fingle take it for a curfe, 
Or do things eeune: 
ofe would havechildren, thof féthathavethem none, 
Or wifh them gone: 
Wha it is it then to have, or have no wits,’ 
But fingle thraidom, or a double firife? 
Our own affections {till at home, to pleafe, 
Is a difeafe. 
To crofs the feas, to any foreion foil 
Peril and toil. 
Wars with their noife, affright us, when they ceafe. 
We’re worfe in peace. 
What then remains, but that we fill fhould cry 
For be me ox x born, and being born to die. He: 
€ 
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Ele is author of the following works ; 


~ . 


Epiftola de Cafparo Scioppio, Amberg. 1638, 
8vo. ‘This Scioppius was a man of reftlefs f{pi- 
rit, and. had a malicious pen; who in books againit 
King g James, took occafion from a fentence writ- 
ten by Sir Henry Wotton, in a German’s Album, 
{mentioned p. ae) to upbraid him fash wlhrat 
pric ples of religion were profeffed by him, and 
his-embaflador W otton, then at Venice; where the 
{aid fentence was alfo written in. feveral glafs win- 
cows, as hath been already obferved. 
Epi. ad Marc. Velferuam Duumvir. Auguite 
Vandelicee, Ann, 1612. 
The Elements of Architefure, Lond. 1624,., 4to. 
in two parts, re-priated tm the Relique Wottoniane, 
Ani 1654, and 1672, 8vo. tranflated into 
, and printed with the great Vitruvius, and 
an eulog sium on Wotton. put before it... Amf- 
t649. alio 

-Plaufaus & Vota ad Regem éfcotia reducem. Lond. 
1633, in a large 4to. or rather in a little folio, re- 
printed. by Dr. Jol in Lamphire, in a book, entitled! 
by him, Mona urchia Britannica, Oxon. 1681, 8vo. 

Parallel between Robert Earl of Effex, and George 
Jate Dike of Buckingham, London 1642, in four 
fheets and a half in Ato. 

Difference, and Difparity between the Eftates, and 
Conditions of George Duke of Buckingham, and 
Robert Earl of Effex. 

- Charatters of, and Obfervations on, fome Kings 
of England. 
The Eleétion of the New Duke of Venice, after 
the Death of Giopvanno Bembo. 
Philofophical Survey of Education, or moral Ar- 
chitecture. 
Aphorifms of Education. 
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The great ACtion between Pompey and Cefar, 
extracted out of the Roman and Greek writers. 

Wreditations ; 22d. Chap. of Gen. 
Chrifimas Day. 

Letters to, and Charatters of certain Perfonages, 

Various Poems.— All cr moft of which books, 
and 'Treatifes are re-printed in a book, entitled, 
Relique Wottoniane already mentioned, Lond, 
1651, 1654, 1672, and 1685, in 8vo. publifhed by 
Js. Walton, at the End of Sir Henry Wotton’s life. 

Letters to the Lord Zouch. 

The State of Chriftendom : or; a more exact and 
curious Difcovery of many fecret Paffages, and 
hidden Myfteries of the Times, Lond. 1657;. folio, 

Letters to Sir Edmund Bacon, Lond. 1661; 8vo. 
‘Titere are alfo feveral Letters of his extant, which 
were addreffed to George Duke of Buckingham, 
in a Book called Cabala, Myfteries of State, Lond. 
16054, 4to. 

Journal of his Embaffies to Venice, Manufcript, 
written in the Library of Edward Lord Conway. 

The Propofitions to the Count d’Angofciola, 
r_lating to Duels. 
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GERVASE MARKHAM. 


Gentleman who lived in the reign of Charles 
A I. for whom he took up arms in the time of 
the rebellion, being honoured by his Majefty 
witha captain’s commiflion *. He was the 
fon of Robert Markham, of Cotham in the 
county of Nottingham, Efg; and was famous 


* Lansbaine’s.Lives, p. 240. 
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for his numerous volumes of hufbandry, and horfe- 
“manthip: befides what he_has wrote on rural recre- 
ations and military difcipline, he underftood both 
the practice and theory of war, and was efteem- 
ed an excellent linguift, being matter of the French, 
Italian, and Spanifh languages, from all which he 
collected obfervations on hufbandry. One piece of dra- 
matic poetry which he has publifhed, fays Mr. Lang- 
baine, will thew, that he facrificed to Apollo and 
the Mufes, as well as Mars and Pallas. This play 

is extant under the title of 
Herod and Antipater, a tragedy, printed 4to, 
1622 ; when or where this play was acted, Mr. 
Langbaine cannot determine ; for, fays he, the im- 
perfection of my copy hinders my information ; 
for the foundation, it is built on hiftory : See Jo- 
fephus. Mr. Langbaine then proceeds to enume- 
rate his other works, which he~fays, are famous 
over all England; of thefe he has wrote a dif- 
courfe of Horfemanfhip, printed 4to. without di-:, 
and dedicated to Prince. Henry, eldeft fon to King 
James I, Cure of all Difeafes incident to Horfes, 
4to. 1610. Englifh Farrier, 4to. 1649. Mafter- 
piece; 4to. 1662. Faithful Farrier, Svo. 1667. 
Perfeét Horfemanfhip, 12mo. 1671. In Hufban- 
dry he publifhed Liebault’s le Maifon Ruftique, or 
the Country Farm, folio, Lond. 1616. ‘This T'rea- 
tife, which was at firft tranflated by Mr. Richard 
Surfleit, a Phyfician, our author enlarged with fe- 
veral additions from the French books of Serris and 
Vinet, the Spanifh of Albiterio and the Italian of 
Grilli and others. ‘The Art of Hufbandry, firtt 
tranflated from the Latin of Cour. Herefbachifo, 
by Barnaby Googe, -he revived and augmented, 
Ato. 1631. He wrote befides, Fareweil to Hufban- 
dry, 4to. 1620. Way to get wealth, wherein is 
comprifed his Country Contentments, printed 4to. 
1668. To this is added, Hunger’s Prevention, or 
the Art of Fowling, 8vo. His Epitome, 12mo. 
N 3 &c. 
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&c.—In Military Difcipline he has publifhed the 


Soldier’s Accidence and Grammar, 4to. 1635. Be- 
fe the fecond book of the firft part of 
the Englifh Arcadia is faid to be wrote by him, in 
fo much that he may be accounted, jays Lang- 
baine, ‘ 1f net’ Unus in omnibus, at leaft a bene- 
© £24 t] ic, by thofe works ‘he left be- 
‘‘ hind him, which withont doubt perpetuate his 


memory. ngbaine is lavifh in his praife, 
10t alto undefervedly. ‘To ‘have lived-a 


I whic ften engages its profeflors 
in a.difipated.courfe -of pleafure, ‘and at the fame 
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time, make ifelf mafter of fuch a variety of 
knowledge, and yield fo much application to ftu- 
dy, entitles him to hold fome rank in literature. 
In oetry he has no name, perhaps becaufe he 
did not apply himfelf to it ; fo true is the ’ob- 


fervation that a great poet is feldom any thing 
Poetry eneages all the powers of the mind, ’ 

and when we ‘confider how difficult it is. to ac- 
quire a name in a profeflion which demands fo ma- 
uifites, it will not appear ftrange that the fons 
Ho fhould feldom be found to yield fufficient 
ther excellence, fo as to poffefs it 
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Ived: in. :the reign, of Queen. Elizabeth . and. 
L, sas James I. He was an attor, as appears 
from:the evidence of Mr. Kirkman, and lixewite 
from a piece written by him called, ‘The Actor 
Vindication. Langbaine calls his plays fecond rate 
performances, but the wits of his time would not 
permit them to rank fo high. “He was according to 
his own confeffion, one of the mof voluminous 
writers, that ever at ttempted dramatic poetry in any 
language, and none but the celebrated Spaniard 
Lopez de.Vega can vie: with him. In his 
preface to one of his plays he obferves, that this 
‘Tragi-comedy is one preferved amongft two hundred 
and twenty, ‘¢ in which I have had either-an entire 
‘“« hand, or at leaft a main finger.” Of this pre digi- 
ous number, Winftanley, Langbaine, and Jacob 
agree, that twenty-four only remain ; i reafon 
Heywood h'mfelf gives is this ; That t many of 
“« them ‘by fhifting and change 0 of compan ies have 
*« been negligently loft ; others of them “are ft 
“ retained in the: hands fe fome actors, who think 
** it againft their ‘profit to have them come ‘a 
‘* print, and a third, that-it Was never any great 
‘* ambition in me to be volumi inoutly read.” Thefe 
feem to be more plautible.reafons than Win- 
jtanley gives for their mifcartiage ; ‘* It is faid that 
« he not only ated himfelf every day, but alfo wrote 
** each day a fheet; and that he might'lofe no time, 
*‘ many of his plays were compofed in the ta- 
«“ vern, on. the backfide of tavern bills, which 
‘© may be the occafion that fo many e ne are 
“ Joft.’ That many. of our author’s plays might 
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e plann’d, and perhaps partly compofed in a ta- 
vern is very probable, but that any part of iin was 
wrote on a tavern bill, feems incredil ble, the tavern 
bill being feldom brought upon the table till the 
guefts are going to depart ; befides as there is no ac- 
count of Heywood's being poor, and when his em- 
ployment is confidered, it is almoit impoffible he 
could have been fo; there is no neceflity to fup- 
vofe this very ftrange account to be trae. A poet 
not long dead was often obliged to ftudy in 
the fields, and write upon fcraps of paper, 
which he occafionally borrowed ; but his cafe 
was poverty, and abfolute want *. Langbaine ob- 
ferves of our author, that he was a general fcholar, 
and a tolerable linguift, as his feveral tranflations . 
from Lucian, Erafmus, Texert, Beza, Buchanan, 
and other Latin and Italian authors fufficiently ma- 
nifeft, Nay, further, fays he, “ in feveral of his 
‘* plays, he has bor rowed many ornaments from the 
“* ancients, as more particularly in his play called 
“ the Ages, he has interfperfed feveral things bor- 
“‘ rowed from Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Seneca, Plau- 
“ tus, which extremely fet them off.” What opint- 
on the wits of his age had of him, may appear from 
the following verfes, extracted from of one of the 
poets of thofe times |]. 


The fquibbing Middleton, and Heywood fage, 
Thy apologetick Atlas of the ftage ; 

Well 2 the golden age he could entreat, 

But little of the metal he could get ; 
Threefcore fweet babes he fafhion’d at a lump, 
For he was chriften’d in Parnaffus pump ; 

The Mufes goflip to Aurora’s bed, 

And ever fince that time, his face was red. 


* See the Life of Savage. || Langbaine, p. 258. 
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We have no ‘account how much~ our author 
was diftinguifhed as ‘an ator, and it may be rea~ 
fonably conjetured, that he did not fhine in that 
light ; if he had, his biographers would fcarce have 
omitted fo fingular a circumftance, befides he feems 
to have addiéted himfelf too much to poetry, to 
ftudy the art of playing, which they who are vo- 
taries of the mufes, or are favoured by them, fel- 
dom think worth their while, and is indeed be- 
neath their genius. 


The following is a particular account of our au- 
thor’s plays now extant : 


1. Robert Earl. of Huntingdon’s downfall, an 
hiftorical Play, 1601, a¢ted by the Earl of Notting- 
ham’s fervants. 

2. Robert Earl of Huntingdon’s Death ; or Robin 
Hood of Merry Sherwood, with the tragedy of chafte 
Matilda, 1601. The plots of thefe two plays, are 
taken from Stow, Speed, and Baker’s chronicles in 
the reign of King Richard I. 

3. The Golden Age, or the Lives of Jupiter and 
Saturn, an hiftorical play, ated at the Red Bull, by 
the Queen’s fervants, 1611. This play the author 
ftiles the eldeft Brother of three Ages. For the 
ftory fee Galtruchius’s poetical hiftory, Rofs’s 
Myftagogus Poeticus; Hollyoak, Littleton, and o- 
ther dictionaries. 

4. The Silver Age, 1613 ; including the Love of 
Jupiter to Alcmena. The Birth of Hercules, and 
the Rape of Proferpine ; concluding with the Ar- 
raignment of the Moon. See Plautus. Ovid. Mcta- 
morph. Lib. 3. 

5. The Brazen Age; an hiftorical play, 1613. 
This play contains the Death of Centaure Nefius, 
the tragedy of Meleager, and of Jafon and Medea, 
the Death of Hercules, Vulcan’s Net, &c. For 
the ftory fee Ovid’s Metamorph. Lib. 4---7-—-8—9. 
N 3 Gra ke 
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6. ThelIron A eee the firft part a hiftory contain- 
ine the Rape of Helen, the-Siege of Troy, the 
Combat between He@or and Ajax. Heéor and 
Troilus flain by Achilles, the Death of Ajax, &c. 
waa 
. Iron Age, the fecond part ; a Hiftory containing 
the Death of Penthefilea, Paris, Priam, and He- 
cuba: the burning of Troy, the Deaths of Aga- 
memnon, Me elaus, Cly ‘temneftra, Helena, Oref- 
tes, Egiftus, Pylades, King Diomede, Pyrrhus, Ce- 
thus, Synon, ‘Therfetus, 163 2, which part 1s ad- 
dieffed to the-author’s much refpetted friend Thomas 
Manwaring, Efq; for the plot of both parts, fee. 
I 
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omer, \ ugil, Dares Phrygius ; for the Epifodes, 
vid's Epiftles, Metar morph, Lucian’s Dialogues, bic: 
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A pete kill’d with Kindnefs, a comedy: 
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atted by the Queen’s Servants with applanfe, re 
9. If you know not Me, 725 know Nobody;; 

the. Troubles of Queen Flizabeth, in ‘Two ei 

i623. .The,, plot taken from Camden, Speed, 


nd other Englifh Chronicles in the reign of Queen. 
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to. The Royal King, and Loyal Subject, a tra- 
taken partly. from Fletcher’s 


q {aid of the Weft, or, 2.Girl worth 
531. This play was ated before the 

; ucens Our author in his epifle pre- 
is play,-f pleads modefty. in not expofing 
his \ to the public c.view. of the world in nu- 
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merous fheets, and a large volume under, the title 
of Works, as oth ers, by which he would ieem ta- 


and want of modefty.. Langbaineis of 
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Heywood-in this cafe levelled the 
} 


it hs c aah 
eg Pa ohnfon, jince no omer poet, 


citly to arraign fome of his cotemporaries for of- 


gave his .plavs, the. pompous. 
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ice in his fedion of the poets, 
The 
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The firft that broke filence, was good old Ben, 

Prepar’d before with Canary wine ; 
And he told them plainly, that he deferved the 


bays, 
For his were called works, where cthers were but 
plays. 


There was alfo a diftich dire&ted by fome poct 
of that age to Ben Johnfon, 


Pray tell me, Ben, where does the myftery 
lurk? 
What others call a play, you call a work.- 


Which was thus. anfwered by a friend of his, 


The author’s friend, thus for the author fays. 
Ben’s plays are works, when others works are 
sii plays, 


12... Fair. Maid of the Weft, or a Gi 
Gold, the fecond part; acted likewife b t 
King and Queen with fuccefs, dedicated’ to Th 
mas Hammond, of Gray’s-Inn, Eifg; 

13. ihe Dutchefs of Suffolk, an hiflorical play 
1631. For the play fee Fox’s Martyrolosy, .p 
S275 | 

14. The Englith’ Traveller, a tragi-comedy, ac- 
ted at the Cock-pit in Drury-lane, 1633, dedica- 
ted to Sir Henry Appleton, the plot from Plautus 
Moftellaria. 


15. A Maidenhead well loft, a comedy: aéted in. 


rury-lane, 1634. 

16. ‘The Four London Apprentices, with the 
Conqueft of Jerufalem ; an hiftorical play, adied 
by the Queen’s fervants 1635.~ It ‘is-founded on 
the hiftory of Godfrey of Bulloign. See Tafio, 
Fuller’s “hiftory of the holy war, &c, 
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. A Challenge for Beauty ; a tragi-comedy, 
aéted by the King’s fervants in Black-Fryers, 
1636. 
18. The Fair Maid of the Exchance ; with the 
Merry Humours of the Cripple of Fen-church, a 
comedy, 1637. ‘ 

19. The Wife Woman of Hogfden ; a comedy, 
atted with applaufe, 1638. 

zo. The Rape of Lucrece; a Roman Tragedy, 
aéted at the Red Bull, 1638. Plot from ‘Titus 
Livius. . 

21. Love’s Miftrefs, or the Queen’s Makk ; prefented 
feveral. times before their Majefties, 1640. For 
the plot fee Apulcius’s Golden Afs. | 

22. Fortune by Land or Sea, a comedy; acted 
by the Queen’s fervants, 1653. Mr. Rowley af- 
fitted in the compofing of this play. 

23. The Lancafhire Witches, a comedy; acted 
at the Globe by the King’s fervants. Mr. Brome 
joined with Mr. Heywood in writing this comedy. 
This ftory is related by the author in his Hierarchy 
of Angels. 

z4. Edward IV. an hiftorical play, in two parts. 
For the ftory fee Speed, Hollinfhed and other 


chronicles. 


This author has publifhed feveral other works 
in verfe and profe, as his Hierarchy of Angels, 
above-mentioned; the Life and Troubles of Queen 
Elizabeth ; the General Hiftory of Women; An 
Apology for Actors, &c. 
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WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT, 


A Gentleman eminent for learning. ‘The place 

of his birth, and his father’s name, are dif- 
ferently affigned by authors, who have mentioned 
him. Mr. Loyd fays +, that he was fon of Tho- 
mas Cartwright of Burford in Oxfordfhire, and 
born Auguft 16, in the year 1615; Mr. Wood §, 
that he was the fon of William Cartwright, and 
born at Northway, near Tewkfbury in Glou- 
cefterfhire in September 1611, that his father had 
diffipated a fair inheritance he knew not how, and 
as his laft refuge turned inn-keeper at Cirencefter 5 
- when living in competence, he procured his fon, 
a youth of a promifing genius, to be educated 
under Mr. William ‘Topp, matter of the free {chool 
in that town. From thence he was removed to 
Weftmintter fchool, being chofen a King’s fcho- 
lar, when compleating his former learning, under 
the care of Mr. Lambert Osbaldifton, he was ‘e- 
le&ed a ftudent in Chrift Church in Oxford, in 
1628, under the tuition of Mr. Jerumael Terrent |[, 
having gone through the claffes of logic and phi- 
lofophy with unwearicd diligence, he took the de- 
grees of Arts, that of Mafter being compleated in 
1605. Afterwards he entered into holy orders, 
and gained great reputation in the univerfity for 
his pathetic preaching. 


+ Memoirs, pe 4220 § Athenie Oxon. p> 2740 
ibid, vol. ii. cole 34+ 
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In 1642 he had the place of fuecentor in the 
church of Salisbury, conferred on him by bithop: 
Duppa *, and in 1643 was. chofen junior proétor 
of the- univerfity-; he was alfo metaphyfical read- 
er, and it was generally faid, that thofe lef&ures 
were never performed better than by Mr. Cart- 
wright, and his predeceflor Mr. Thomas Barlow of 
Queen’s College, afterwards lord bifhop-of Lin- 
coln §. This ingenious gentleman died of a ma- 
lignant fever, called the Camp-difeafe, which then 
reigned in Oxford, and was fatal to many, of ‘his 
cotemporaries, in the 33d year of. his age, 1643, 
His. death was very much lamented by all-ranks. 
of men, and the King and Queen, then: at Oxford,. 
frequently enquired after him in the time of his 
ficknefs, and exprefled great concern for his death, 
Mr. Cartwright was as remarkable for the endow- 
ments of his perfon as of his mind ; his body 
(as .Langbaine expreffes it), ** being as handfome 
‘as his: foul. He was, fays he, an expert, lin 
“ guift, underitanding not only Greek’ and, Latin, 
«* but French and Italian, as perfe&ly. as-his mo- 
‘‘ ther tongue; an excellent orator, and at the 
‘‘ fame time an admirable poet, a quality which 
“< Cicero with all his pains could never attain.” 
The editor of his works applies to him the fay- 
ing of Ariftotle concerning /E{chron the poet, 
‘* that he could not tell what /Eichron could not 
«¢ do,” and Dr, Fell, bifhop of Oxford, faid. of 
him, .‘* Cartwright was. the utmoit a man can come 
to.” Ben Johnfon likewife fo highly valued him, 
that he faid, <‘ My fon Cartwright writes all like 
‘‘-a man.” ‘There are extant of this author’s, four 
plays..befides other poems, all which were print- 
ed together in 1651, tg which are prefixed above 


* Athen. Oxon col, 35¢ § Preface to his Poems in 8vo. 
London, 1651, ae 


fifty 
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fifty copies of commendatory verfes by the moft 
eminent wits of -the univerfity. 


Langbaine gives the following account of his 
plays ; ‘ 

1. Ordinary, a Comedy, when and where aéted, 
is uncertain. | 

2. Lady Errant, a Tragi-Comedy; there is no 

account when this play was acted, but it was efteem- 
ed a good Comedy. 
_ 3. Royal Slave, a Tragi-comedy, prefented to. 
the King and Queen, by the ftudents of Chrift 
Church in Oxford, Auguit 30, 1636; prefented 
fince before both their Majefties at Hampton Court 
by the King’s fervants. As for the noble ftile of 
the play itfelf, and the ready addrefs, and grace- 
ful carriage of the ftudents (amongit which Dr. 
Bufby, the famous mafter of Weftminfter {chool, 
proved himfelf a fecond Rofcius) did exceed all 
things of that nature they had ever feen. .The 
Queen, in particular, fo much admired it, that in 
November_following, fhe fent for the habits and 
{cenes to Hampton Court, fhe being defirous to 
fee her own -fervants reprefent the fame play, whofe 
profeflion it was, that fhe might the better judge 
of the feveral performances, and to~ whom the 
preference was due: the fentence was univerfally 
given by all the {pectators in favour of the gown, 
though nothing was wanting on Mr. Cartwricht’s 
fide to inform the players as well as the {cho. 
lars, in what belonged to the aftion and delivery of 
each part.* 

4. Siege, or Love’s Convert, a Tragi-Comedy, 
when acted is not known, but was. dedicated by 
the author to King Charles I. by an epiftle in 
verfe. 

Amongft his poems, there are feveral con. 
cerning the dramatic poets, ‘and their writings, 
which mat not be forgot; as thefe two copies 

* Wood. 
which 
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which he wrote on Mr. ‘Thomas Killegrew’s plays, 
the Prifoner, and Claracilla; two cop:es on Fletch- 
er, and one in memory of Ben Johnfon, which 
are fo excellent, that the publifher of Mr. Cart- 
wright’s poems fpeaks of them with rapture in the 
preface, viz. © what had Ben faid had he read his 
“ own Eternity, in that lafting elegy given him by 
‘ our author... Mr. Wood mentions fome other 
works of Cartwright’s; 1{t. Poemata Greca ‘et La- 
tina. 2d. An Offspring of Mercy iffuing out of 
the Womb of Cruelty ; a Paflion Sermon preached 
at Chrift Church in Oxford, on Aéts ii. 23. Lon- 
don, 8vo. 1652. 3d. Onthe Signal Days of the 
Month of November, in relation to the Crown and 
Royal Family ; a Poem, London 1671, in a fheet, 
ato. 4th. Poems and Verfes, containing Airs for 
feveral Voices, fet by Mr. Henry Lawes. 


From a Comedy of Mr. Cartwright’s called the 
Ordinary, I fhall .quote the following Congratula- 
tory Song on a Marriage, which is amorous, and 
fpirited. 


J, 


While early light fprings from the kies, 
A fairer from your bride doth rife ; 
A brighter day doth thence appear, 
And make a fecond morning there, 
Her blush doth fhed 
Allo’er the bed 
Clear fhame-faced beams 
‘That {pread in ftreams, 
And purple round the modeft air. 


It, 


T will not tell what fhrieks and cries, 
What angry pifhes, and what fies, 
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What pretty oaths, then newly born, 
"The lift'ning bridegroom heard there fworn: 
* While froward the 
Mok peevifhly _ 
Did yielding fight, 
To keep o’er night, 
What fhe’d have proffer’d you e’re morn. 


LY, 
For, we know, maids do refufe 
‘To grant what they do come to lofe. 
- Intend a conqueft, you that wed ; 
¥ ‘They would be chattly ravithed ; 
Not any kifs 
' From Mrs. Pris, 
If that you do 
Perfuade and woo: 
No, pleafure’s by extorting fed. 


IV. 

O may her arms wax black and blue 
Only by hard encircling you: 
May fhe round about you twine 
Like the eafy twifting vine ; 

And while you fip 

From her full lip 

Pleafures as new | 

As morning dew, 
Like thofe foft tyes, your hearts combine. 
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_ was born at Bifhops lhorp in that coun 
and as a member of 3 Hall, was mat: icd- 


A Younger fon of Edwin, Archbifhop of Yerk, 
‘ ty, 


Jated in the univerfity in 5a oueepeet g of Decem- 
ber 15893; how ion ig he remagne -d at the univerfity 
Wood is not able to determine, In the year 1610 


he began a long Ascii Bie after he had travelled 


through feveral parts of Europe, he vifited many 
cities, efpecially Conftantinople, and countries un- 
der the Turkith empire, as Greece, Egypt, and the 
Holy Land *. - Afterwards. he took’a view of the 
remote parts of Italy, and the Iflands adjoining: 
‘Then he went to Rome; the antiquities of that 
place were fhewn him. by Nicholas Fitzherbert, 
once an Oxford ftudent, and who.had the honour 
of Mr. Sandys’s acquaintance. ‘Thence aur author 
went to Venice, and from that returned to Eng- 
land, where digeftine his notes, he publifhed his 
travels. Sandys, who appears to have been a man 
of excell ent parts, of a pious and generous difpo- 
fition, did not, like too many travellers, turn his 
attention upon the modes of drefs, and the fafhions 
of the fev eral courts which is but a poor acquifi- 
tion; but he ftudied the genius, the tempers, the 
religion, and vid governing principles of the peo- 
ple he vifited, much as his time amoneft them 
would permit. “He returned in 1612, being im- 
proved, fays Wood, ‘ in feveral refpeéts, by this his 


* Athen. Oxon, p. 46. vol. i 
‘ large 
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: large journey, being an pga ta agiate -d gentlemaz 
‘as being matter of “feveral lank guages, of affluent 
‘“.and ready difcourfe, an Hick xcellent ~comportment. 
He had alfo a poetical fancy, and a zealous in- 
clination to all literature, which made his compa- 
ny acceptable to the mo ae nen, and {cho lars 
of his time. He aifo wrote ‘a Par: aphrafe on the 
Plalms of David, and: upon Te Hiymns gineneh 
throughout the Old and d New Teftament, London 

1636, reprinted there in folio 1638, di other 


4 
4 


things under this title. 
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Paraphrafe onthe Divine Poems, on Job, Pfalms 
of David, Ecclefiaftes, Lamentations of Jeremiah, 
and Songs collected out of the Old and NewTefta- 
ment. ‘This Paraphrafe on Davies Pfalms was one of 
the books that Charles I. delichted fo much to 
read in: ashe did.in Herbert’s Divine Poems, 
Dr. Hammond’s Works, and Hooker’s Ecclefiaftical 
Polity, while he was a prifoner in the Ifle of 
Wight |}. 

Paraphrafe on the Divine Poems, viz. on the 
Pfalms of David, on Ecclefiaftes, ae on the Song 
of Solomon, Penddn! | 637. Some, if not all of 
the Pfalms of David, had vocal compofitions fet 
to them by Wiiliam and Henry Davies s, with a 
thorough bafs, for an Organ, in four large books 
or volumes i in 4to. Our author alfo tranflat ted in: 


ve Enelith Ovid’s Metamo1 rphoies, London, 1627. 


Virgi Ps firt book of Ain leet with the for 
mer. Myr. J oa in hip ‘preface to fome of his 
an cfistion’s Ovid's Mitarion shofes, ‘calls “him 


“ig bett verfifet of the laft age. 

Chrift’s Paflion, written in Latin by the famous 
Hugo Grotius, and tranflated | by’ our author, to 
which he alfo added’: notes ; this fubjeé&t had been 


|| Wood, ubi fupra, 
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handled before in Greek, by that venerable per- 
fon, Apollinarius of Laodicea, bifhop of Hierapo- 
lis, but this of Grotius, in Sandys’s opinion, - tran- 
fcends all on this argument; this piece was re- 
printed with figures in 8vo. London, 1688. Con- 
cerning our author but few incidents are’ known, 
he is celebrated by cotemporary and fubfequent 
wits, as a very confiderable poet, and all have a- 
greed to beftow upon him the charatter of a pi- 
ous worthy man. He died in the year 1643, at 
the houfe of his nephew Mr. Wiat at Boxley Ab- 
bey in Kent, in the chancel of which parifh church 
he is buried, though without a monument, only 
as Wood fays with the following, which ftands in 
the common regifter belonging to this church. 


Georgius Sandys, Poetarum Anglorum fui feculi 
Princeps, fepultus fuit Martii 7° ftilo Anglico. An- 
no Dom. 1643. It would be injurious to the me- 
mory of Sandys, to difmifs his life without in- 
forming the reader that the worthy author ftood 
high in the opinion of that moft accomplifhed 
young nobleman the lord vifcount Falkland, by 
whom to be praifed, is the higheft compliment that 
can be paid to merit; his lordfhip addrefies a copy 
of verfes to Grotius, occafioned by his Chriftus 
Patiens, in which he introduces Mr. Sandys, 
and fays of him, that he had feen as much as 
Grotius had read ; he beftows upon him likewife the 
epithet of a fine gentleman, and obferves, that 
though he had travelled to foreign countries to 
read life, anc acquire knowledge, yet he was wor- 
thy, like another Livy, of having men of emi- 
nence from every country come to vifit him. ,. From 
the quotation heré given, it will be feen that Sandys 
was a {mooth verfifier, and’ Dryden in his preface 
to his tranflation of Virgil, pofitively fays, that 
had Mr. Sandys gone before him in the whole 
tranflation, 
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tranflation, he would by no means have attempted 
it after him. 


In the tranflation of his Chriftus Patiens, in 
the chorus of Aét III. 


Jesus fpeaks. 


Daughters of Solyma, no more 

My wrongs thus paffionately deplore, 

Thefe tears for future forrows keep, 

Wives for yourfelves, and children weep ; 
- That horrid day will fhortly come, 

When you fhall blefs the barren womb, 

And breaft that never infant fed ; 

Then fhall you with the mountain’s head 

Would from this trembling bafis flide, 

And all in tombs of ruin hide. 


In. his tranflation of Ovid, the verfes on Fame 
are thus englifhed. 


And now the work is ended which Jove’s rage, 
Nor fire, nor fword, fhall raife, nor eating age, 
Come when it will, my death’s uncertain hour, 
Which only o’er my body bath a power: 

Yet fhall my better part tranfcend the fky, 
And my immortal name fhall never die: 

For wherefoe’er the Roman Eagles fpread 
Their conqu’ring wings, I fhall of all be read, 
And if we Prophets can prefages give, 

I in my fame eternally fhall live. 
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Cary Lucius, Lord Vifcount 
FALKLAND, 


HE fon of Henry, lord vifcount Falkland, 
was born at Burford in Oxfordfhire, about 
the year'1610 *.. For fome years he received his 
education in Ireland, where his father carried 
him when he was appointed Lord Deputy of 
that kingdom in 1622; he had his academical 
learning in Trinity College in Dublin, and in St. 
John’s College, Cambridge. Clarendon relates, 
* that before he came to be twenty years of 
““ age, he was mafter of a noble fortune, which 
«© defcended to him by the gift of a grandfather, 
«without pafling through his father or mother, 
“ who were both alive; fhortly after that, and be-. 
“ fore he was of age, being in his inclination a 
‘* great lover of the military life,’ he went into 
«-the low countries in order to procure a com- 
« mand, and to give himfelf up to it, but was 
«* diverted from it by the compleat imattivity of 
‘< that fummer.” He returned to England, and 
applied ‘himfelf to a fevere courfe of ftudy ; firft 
to polite literature and poetry, in which he made 
feveral fuccefsful attempts. In a very fhort time 
he became perfectly mafter of the Greek tongue; 
accurately read all the Greek hiftorians, and be- 
fore he was twenty three years of age, he had pe- 
rufed all the Greek and Latin Fathers. 
About the time of his father’s death, in 1633, 
he was made one of the Gentlemen of his Ma- 


# Wool’s Athen. Oxon. vol. i. col. 586. : 
jelty’s 
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jefty’s Privy Chamber, notwithftanding which he 
frequently retired to Oxford, to enjoy the, con- 
verfation of learned and ingenious men, . In 1639 
he was engaged in an expedition againf the Scois, 
and though he received fome difappointment in a 
command. of. a troop of horfe, of which he-had a 
promife, he went a volunteer with the earl of 
Eifex*. 

In 1640 he was chofen a Member of the Houfe 
of Commons, for Newport in the Ifle of Wight, 
in the Parliament which began at Weftminfter the 
13th of April in the fame year,.and from the 
debates, fays Clarendon, which were managed 
with all imaginable gravity and fobriety, * he 
* contracted fuch a reverence for Parliaments, that 
he thought it abfolutely impoflible they ever 
could produce mifchief or inconvenience to the 
nation, or that the kingdom could be tolerably 
happy in the intermiflion of them, and from the 
unhappy and unfeafonable diffolution of the Par- 
‘ liament he harboured fome prejudice to the 
€ court.’ } 

In 1641, John, lord Finch, Keeper of the Great 
Seal, was impeached by lord Falkland, in the 
name of the Houfe of Commons, and his lord- 
fhip, fays Clarendon, . ‘ managed that profecution 
“ with great vigour and fharpnefs, as alfo again{t 
* the earl of. Strafford, contrary to his natural 
“ gentlenefs of temper, but in both. thefe cafes 
“ he was mifled by the authority of thofe whom 
“‘he believed underftood the laws perfeflly, of 
* which he himfelf was utterly ignorant |.’ 

He had contraéted an averfion towards Arch- 
bifhop Laud, and fome other bifhops, which inclined 
him to concur inthe firft billto take away the votes of 
the bifhops in the Houfe of Lords. The reafon of his 


* Clarendon’s Hiftory, &c. fj Ibid. 
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prejudice againft Laud was, the extraordinary paf- 
ion and impatience of contradiétion difcoverable 
in that proud prelate ; who could not command his 
temper, even at the Council Table when his Ma- 
jefty was prefent, but feemed to lord it over ‘all 
the reft, not by the force of argument, but an 
affumed’ fuperiority to which he had no right. 
This nettled lord Falkland, and made him exert 
his fpirit to humble and oppofe the fupercilious 
churchman. ‘This condu& of his lordfhip’s, gave 
Mr. Hampden occafion’ to court him to his party, 
who was juftly placed by the brilliance of his pow- 
ers, at the head of the oppofition ; but after a longer 
ftudy of the laws of the realm, and converfation 
with the celebrated Edward Hyde, Earl of 
Clarendon, he changed his opinion, and efpoufed 
an intereft quite oppofite to Hampden’s. 

After much importunity, he at laft accepted the 
Seals of his Majefty, and ferved in that employ- 
ment with unfhaken integrity, being above cor- 
ruption of any kind. 

When he was vefted with that high dignity, 
two parts of his’ conduét were very remark- 
able; he could never perfuade himfelf that it was 
lawful to employ fpies, or give any countenance 
or entertainment to fuch perfons, who by a com- 
munication of guilt, or diffimulation of manners, 
wind themfelves into fuch trufts and fecrets, as en- 
able them to make difcoveries; neither could he 
ever fuffer himfelf to open letters, upon a fufpicion 
that they might contain matters of dangerous con- 
fequence, and proper for ftatefmen to know. As to 
the firft he condemned them as void of. all ho- 
nour, and who ought juftly to be abandoned to in- 
famy, and that no fingle prefervation could be 
worth fo general a wound and cérruption of foci- 
ty, as encouraging {uch people would carry with it: 
The laft, he thought fuch a violation of ‘the ee 
Oo 
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of nature, that no qualification by office could 
joftify him in the trefpafs, and tho’ the neceflity 
of the times made it clear, that thofe advantages 
were not to be declined, and were neceflary to 
be practifed, yet he found means to put it off 
from himfelf * 

June 15, 1642, he was one of the lords who 
figned the declaration, wherein they profeffed they 
were fully fatisfied his Majeity had no’ intention 
to raife war upon his Parliament. At the fame 
time he fubfcribed to levy twenty horfe for his 
Majefty’s fervice, upon which he was excepted 
ffom the Parliament’s favour, in the inftru@ions 
given by the two Houfes to their general the 
Earl of Effex. He attended the King to Edge- 
hill fight, where after the enemy was routed he 
was expofed to imminent danger, by endeavour- 
ing to fave thofe who had thrown away their 
arms. He was alfo with his Majefty at Oxford, 
and during his refidence there, the King went 
one day to fee the public library, where he was 
fhewed, among other books, a Virgil nobly prin- 
ted, and exquifitely bound. The ford Falkland, 
to divert the King, would have him make a trial 
of his fortune by the Sortes Virgiliane, an ufual 
kind of divination in ages pat, made by open- 
ing a Virgil. Whereupon the King opening the 
book, the period which happened to come up, 
was that part of Dido’s imprecation againit Aineas, 
feneid. lib. 4. v. 615, part of which is thus 
tranflated by Mr. Dryden, ~ 


Opprefs’d with numbers in th’ unequal field, 

His men difcouraged and himfelf expeil’d, 

Let him for fuccour fue from place to place, 

Torn from his fubjects, and his fons em- 
brace, 


* Clarendon, ubi fupra, 
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His Majefty feemed much concerned at this ac- 
cident. Lord Falkland who obferved it, would 
likewife try his own fortune in the fame manner, 
hoping he might fall upon fome paffage that had 
no relation to his cafe, and thereby divert the king's 
thoughts from any impreflion the other might make 
upon him; but the place Lord Falkland opened 
was more fuited to his deftiny than the other 
had been to the King’s, being the follow- 
ing expreffions of Evander, on the untimely death 
of his fon Pallas. tneid. b. 11. verfe 152, &c. 


Non hec, O Palla, dederas promiffa Parenti, &c. 
Thus tranflated by Mr. Dryden : 


O Pallas! thou haft failed thy plighted word, 
To fight with caution, not to tempt the fword: 
J warn’d thee, but in vain; for well I knew, 
What perils youthful ardour would purfue : 
‘That boiling blood would carry thee too far ; 
Young as thou wert to dangers, raw to war ! 
O curit eflay of arms, difaftrous doom 
Prelude of bloody fields, and fights to come §. 


Upon the beginning of the civil war, his na- 
tural chearfulnefs and vivacity was clouded, and 
a kind of fadnefs and dejeGtion of {pirit ftole up- 
on him. After the refolution of the two houles 
not to admit any treaty of peace, thofe indifpo- 
fitions which-had before touched him, grew. into 
a habit of gloominefs; and he who had been ea- 
{y and affable to all men,. became on a fudden 
lefs communicable, fad, and extremely affected 
with the fpteen. In his drets, to which he had 
forinerly paid an attention, beyond what might have 
been expeCied from a ‘man of fo great ablities, 
and fo much bufinefs, he became negligent and {flo- 


§ Mem irs, 8c. by Welwood, edit. 1718. 12mo, p. 90--92. 
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venly, and in his reception of fuitors, fo quick, 
fharp, and fevere, that he was looked upon as 
proud and imperious. 

When there was any hope of peace, his former 
‘{pirit ufed to return and he appeared gay, and 
vigorous, and exceeding -follicitous to prefs any 
th.ng that might promote it; and Clarendon ob- 
ferves, “* That after a deep filence, when he was 
“* iitting amongft his friends, he would with a 
fhrill voice, andfad accent, repeat the words 
** Peace! Peace! and would paffionately fay, that 
the agony of the war, the ruin and bloodthed 
in which he faw the nation involved, took his 
** fleep from him, and would foon break his heart.” 

This extream uneafinefs feems to have hurried 
him on to his deftruction ; for the morning before 
the battle of Newbery, he called for a clean 
fhirt, and being afked the reafon of it, anfwered, 
‘¢ That if he were flain in the battle, they fhould 
** not find his body in foul linen.” Being per- 
fuaded by his friends not to go into the fight, 
as being no military officer, “‘ He faid he was 
‘‘ weary of the times, forefaw much mifery to 
‘* his country, and did believe he fhould be out 
‘* of it e’re night.” Putting himfelf therefore in- 
to the firft rank of the Lord Byron’s regiment, 
he was fhot with a mufket inthe lower part of his 
belly, on the zoth of September 1643, and in the 
inftant falling from his horfe, his body’ was not 
found till next morning. 

Thus died in the bed of honour, the incom- 
parable Lord Falkland, on whom all his con- 
temporaries. beftowed the moft lavifh encomiums, 
and very defervedily raifed altars of praife to his 
memory. Among all his panegyrilts, Clarendon 
is the foremoft, and of higheft anthority ; and in 
his words therefore, I fhall give his character to 
the reader. “ In this unhappy battle, (fays he) 

O2 was 


6 


RSS aD 


SSR SER er te ett ic at ae ee 


‘ 


292 The Lire of 
“* was flain the Lord vifcount Falkland, a perfon 
** of {uch prodigious parts, of learning and know- 
“* ledge, of that inimitable fweetnefs and delight 


** in converfation, and fo. flowing and obliging a 
““ humanity and goodnefs to mankind, and of 
*“‘ that primitive fimplicity and integrity of life, 
&6 ; 


that if there were no other brand upon this 
* odious and accurfed civil war, than that fingle 


lois, 1t- muft be moft infamous and. execrable 
*““ to all pofterity. He was a. great cherither of 


“wit and fancy, and good parts in. any man ; 
*“‘ and if he found them clouded with poverty 


“‘ and want, a moft liberal and bountiful patron 
«“ 1 ens : A EPeY Bar a Pies 9x am 

towards them,:even above his fortune.’ His 
Jordfhip then enumerates the unfhaken loyalty and 
great abilities of this young hero, in the warmth 
of a friend 3; he thews him in the moft engaging 
light, and of all chara&ters which in the courfe 
of this ‘work we met with, except Sir Philip Sid- 
ney’s, lord Valk.and’s feems to be the moft amia- 
-e, and his virtues are confeffed by his enemies 
f the oppofite faétion.. The. noble hiftorian, 


> | 


in his ufual maflerly manner, thus concludes 


is panegyric on his deceafed friend. «* He fell 
in the 34th-ycar of his age, having fo much 
difpatched the true bafinefs of life, that the eld- 


ft rarely. attain to that immenfe knowledge, 


$4 er 
and the youngeft enter into the world with more 
*‘ innocency : whofoever leads fuch a life, needs 
be lefs anxious upon how fhort warning it is 
** taken from him.” As to his perfon, he was 
little, and of no great ftrength ; his hair was 
blackith, and fomewhat flaggy, and his-eyes black 
and lively. His body was buried in the church 
of Great Tew. 
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His works are chiefly thefe : 


Firft Poems.—Next, befides thofe Speeches of 
his mentioned above, 

1. A Speech concerning Uniformity, which we 
are informed of by Wood. 

z. A Speech of ill Counfellors about tie King, 
1640 *, 

A Draught of a Speech concerning Epifcopacy, 
London, 1660, 4to. 

4. A Difcourfe of the Infallibility of the Church 

>of Rome, Oxford 1645, 4to. George Holland, a 
Cambridge {cholar, and afterwards a Rom th pricit, 
having written an anfwer to this difcourfe of the 
Infallibility, the Lord Falkland made a reply to it, 
entitled, 

5. A View of fome Exceptions made againtt 
the Difcourfe of the Infillibility of the Church 
of Rome, printed at Oxford, 1646, 4to. He af.- 
fitted Mr. Chillingworth in his book of the Re- 
ligion of the Proteftants, &c. “This particular we 
learn from Bifhop Barlow in his Genuine Remains, 
who fays, that when Mr. Chillingworth undertook 
the defence of Dr. Pottus’s book againft the Je- 
fuit, he was almoft continually at Tew with my 
Lord, examining the reafons of both parties pro 
and con; and their invalidity and confequence ; 
where Mr. Chillingworth had the benefit of my 
Lord’s company, and of his good library. 


We fhall prefent our readers with a {pecimen of 
his lordfhip’s. poetry, in a copy of verfes addref- 
fed to Grotius on his Chriftus Patiens, a tragedy, 
tranflated by Mr. Sandys. 


‘ 


* Hiftorical Colie&tionsy p. 11. vol. 20 ps 1342. 


0-3 


- 


eS 
The —- 


pag te tee 


ree) 
roma 


$y = = 


“ase 


es 
= 


nee 


SSS 
so: 


Pree ee - a = a 
a a ee ae er = 7 " 


The Lire of 


To the AUTHOR. 


Our age’s wonder, by thy birth, the fame, 

Of Belgia, by thy banifhment, the fhame ; 
Who to more knowledge younger didft arrive 
Than forward Glaucias, yet art full alive, 
Whofe mafters oft (for fuddenly you grew, 

To equal and pals thofe, and need no new) 
To fee how feon, how far thy wit could reach, 
Sat down to wonder, when they came to teach. 
Oft then would Scaliger contented be 

To leave to mend all times, to polith thee. 
And of that pains, effect did higher boatt, 
‘Than had he gain’d all that his fathers loi. 
When thy Capella read 
That King of critics ftood amaz’d to fee 
A work fo like his own fet forth by thee. 
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Sir JOHN SUCKLING 


IVED in the reign of King Charles I. and 
was fon of Sir John Suckling, comptroller of 


the houfhold to that monarch. He was born at 
Witham, in the county of Middlefex, 1613, with 
a remarkable circumftance of his mother’s going 
eleven months with him, which naturalifts look 
upon as portending a hardy and vigorous confti- 
tution. A ftrange circumftance is related of him, 
in his early years, in a life prefixed to-his works. 
He {poke Latin, fays the author, at five-years old, 
and wrote it at nine; if either of thefe circum- 
flances is true, it would feem as if he had learn- 


ed 
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ed Latin from his nurfe, nor ever heard any o- 
ther language, fo that it was native to him ; 
but to fpeak Latin at five, in confequence of ftudy, 
is almoitimpoffible. | 

The polite arts, which our author chiefly ad- 
mired, were mufic and poetry ; how far he ex- 
celled in the former, cannot be known, nor can we 
agree with his life-writer already mentioned, that 
he excelled in both. Sir John Suckling feems to 
have been no poet, nor to have had even the moft 
diftant appearances of it; his lines are generally fo 
unmufical, that none can read them without grating 
their ears; being author of feveral plays, he may 
indeed. be called a dramatift, and confequently 
comes within our defign; but as he is deititute of 
poetical conceptions, as well as the power of num- 
bers, he has no pretenfions to rank among the 
good poets. 

Dryden fomewhere calls him .a fprightly wit, a 
courtly writer. In this fenfe he is what Mr. Dry- 
den ftiles him; but then he is no poet, notwith- 
ftanding. His letters, which are publifhed along 
with his plays, are exceeding courtly, his ftile ea- 
fy and genteel, and his thoughts natural; and in 
reading his letters, one would wonder that the fame 
man, who could write fo elegantly in profe, 
fhould not better fucceed in verfe. 

After Suckling had, made himfelf acquainted 
with the conftitution of his own country, and ta- 
ken a furvey of the moft remarkable things at 
home, he travelled to digeft and enlarge his no- 
tions, from a view of other countries, where, fays 
the above-mentioned author, he made a collecti- 
on of their virtues, without any tincture of their 
vices and follies, only that fome were of opinion 
he copied the French air too much, which being 
difagreeable to his father, who-was remarkable 
for his gravity, and, indeed, inconfiftent with the 
gloominefs of the times, he was reproached: for 
O 4 it 
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it, and it was imputed to him as the effeéts of 
his travels; but fome were of opinion, that it 
was more natural than. acquired, the eafinefs of 
his manner ard addrefs being fuitable to the o- 
pennefs of his heart, the gaiety, wit and gal- 
Jantry, which were fo conffpicuous in him ;~ and 
he feems to have. valued himfelf upon nothing 
more than the charaéter of the. Courtier and the 
Fine Gentleman, which he fo far attained, that 
he is allowed to have had the peculiar happinefs, 
of making every thing he did become him. While 
Suckling was thus affiduous about acquiring the 
reputation of a finifhed courtier, and a man of 
fafhion, it is no wonder that he neglected the 
higher excellencies of genius, for a poet and a 
beau, never yet were united in one perion. 

Sir John was not however, fo much devoted 
to the luxury of the court, as to be wholly a 
firanger to the field.- In his. travels he made a 
campaipn uncer the great Guftavus Adolphus, where 
he was prefent at three battles and five fieges, 
befides other {Lirmifhes between Parties; and from 
juch a confideravle fcene of aétion,’ gained as 
much experience in fix months, as otherwife he 
would have done in as many years. 

After his return to England, the Civil War 
being then raging, he raifed a troop of horfe 
for the King’s fervice, entirely at his own charge, 
1o richly and compleatly mounted, that it ftood 
him in 12001. but his zeal for his Majefty 
did not meet with the fuccefs it deferved, which 
very much affected him ; and foon after this he 
was feized with a fever, and died in the 28th 
year of his age. In which fhort fpace he had 
done enough to procure him the efteem of the 
politef{ men who converfed with him ; butas he 
had fet out in the world with all the advantages 
et birth, perion, education, and fortune, peoples 
expectations of him were raifed to too.great a 


heighth, 
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heighth, which {feldom fails to iflve in’a difap- 
pointment. He makes no figure in the hiftory of 
thefe times, -perhap: from the immaturity of 
his death, which prevented him fromaCtion. This 
might be one reafon for his being negle&ed in 
the annals of the civil war: another might be, 
his unneceiary, or rather ridiculous fhew of fine- 
ry, which he affefted in decorating his troop of 
horfe. This could not fail to draw. down con- 
tempt upon him, for in time of public diftrefs, 
nothing can be more foolith than to wear the 
livery of profperity ; and furely an army would 
have no great reafon to put much confidence in 
the conduct or courage of that general, who in 
the morning of a Battle fhould be found in his 
tent perfuming his hair, or arraying himfelf in 
embroidery. 

Mr. Lloyd, in his memoirs of our author, ob- 
ferves, that his thoughts were not fo loofe as his 
expreflions, nor his life fo vain as his thoughts ; 
and at the fame time makes an allowance for his 
youth and fanguine complexion ; which, fays he, 
a little more time and experieace would have 
corrected. Of this, we have inftances in. his oc- 
cafional difcourfes about religion to my Lord Dor- 
fet, to whom he was related ; and in his thoughts 
of the pofture of affairs; in both which he has 
difcovered_ that he could think as coolly, and rea- 
fon as juftly as men of more years, and lefs 
fire. 


To a Lady that. forbad to love before com. 
pany. 


What! no more favours, not a ribbon more, 

Not fan, nor muff, to hold as heretofore ? 

Mutt all the little bleffes then be left, 

And what was once love’s gift become our theft ? 
O5 May 
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May we not look ourfelves into a trance, 

Teach our fouls parley at our eyes, not glance, 

Nor touch the hand, but by foft wringing 
there, 

Whifper a love that only yes can hear. 

Not free a figh, a figh that’s there for you, 

Dear muft I love you, and not love you too? 

Be wife, nice fair; for fooner fhall they trace, 

The feather’d choirifters from place to place, 

By prints they make in th’ air, and fooner fay 

By what right line, the laft flar made its way, 

That fled from heaven to earth, than guefs to 
know, 

How our loves firft did fpring, or how they 
grow. 


The above are as fmooth lines as could be 
found among our author's works ; but in juflice 
to Suckling, before we give an account of his 
plays, we (hall tranfcribe one of his letters, when 
we are perfuaded the reader will jom in the opi- 
nion already given of his works in general ; it 1s 
addreffed to his miftrefs, and has fomething in it 


gay and fprightly. 


This verifies the opinion of Mr. Dryden, that 
tove makes a man a rhimfter, if not a poet. 


My. Dear, Dear ! 

‘; Think I have kiffed your letter to nothing, 
«© and now know not what to anfwer; or that 
« now Iam anfwering, I am kifling you to no- 
‘* thing, and know not how to go on! For you 
<< muft pardon, I muft hate all I fend you here, 
< Becaufe it expreffes nothing in refpect of what 
«it Jeaves behind with me. And-oht+ why fhould 
«6 J write then? Why fhould I not come my- 
<é felf? "Thofe Tyrants, Bufinefs, Honour, and Ne- 
“ ceflity, 
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‘* ceflity, what have they to do with with you, 
«and me ? Why fhould: we not do Love’s Com- 
‘© mands -before theirs, whofe Sovereignty is but 
“* ufurped upon us? Shall we not fmell to-Rofes, 
ey Sil others do look on, or gather them be- 
“‘ canfe there are. Prickles, or fométhing that 
ie auld hinder us? Dear I fain would 
“* and know no Hindrance but what muft come 
“ from you, and=——-why fhould any come ? 
“© Since ‘tis not I but you muft be fenfible how 
“ much ‘Time we lofe, it being long fince I was 
“not my felf, but 


‘6 Yours, aes 
His dramatic works are, 


1. Aglaura, prefented at a private Houfe in 
Black Fryars. Langbaine fays, ‘ that it was much 
‘ prized in his Time; and that the laf A@ is fo 
‘ altered, that it is atthe pleafure of the Actors 
‘ tomake ita Tragedy, or Tragi-Comedy.’ 


2. Brennoralt, or the Difcontented Colonel; a 
Tragedy, prefented at a ‘private Houfe in Black- 
Fryars by his Majeity’s Servants. 


3. Sad-one, a Tragedy. This Piece was never 
finithed. 


4. Goblings, a Tragi-Comedy, prefented at a 
private Houfe in Black.Pryars, by his Majetty’s 
Servants. 
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Peter HaAusTepD. 
HIS gentleman was born at Oundle in 
| Northamptonfhire, and received his educa- 
tion in Queen’s-College, Cambridge. After he 
had taken his degrees, he entered into holy or- 
ders, became curate of Uppingham in Rutland- 
fhire ; and according to Wood in his Fafti 
Oxon. was at length made rector of .Hadham 
in Hertfordfhire. Upon the breaking out of the 
civil wars, he was made chaplain to Spencer 
Earl of Northampton, to whom he adhered in 
all his engagements for the Royal Intereft, and 
was with him in the caftle of Banbury ia 
Oxfordthire, when it was vigoroufly defetided a- 
gainft the -Parliament’s forces. In that caftle Mr. 
Wood fays, he concluded his laft moments in the 
year 1645, and was buried within the precincts 
of it, or elfe in the church belonging to Ban- 
bury. 


This perfon, whom both Langbaine and 
Wood account a very ingenious man, and an 
excellent pcet, has written the following pieces : 


Rival» Friends, a Comedy ; acted before the 
King and Queen when their Majefties paid a Vi- 
fit to the Univerfity of Cambridge, upon the roth 
of March, 1631; which Mr. Langbaine thus cha- 
racterives. ‘‘ It was cried down by Boys, Fac- 
* tion, Envy, and confident Igi qrance ; approved 
« by. the Judicious, and expoifed to the Public by 
*s the Author, printed in 4to. Lond. 1632, and de- 
* dicated by a copy of Verfes, to the Right Ho- 
nourable, 
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‘* nourable, Right Reverend, Right Worshipful, 
‘* or whatever he be, fhall be, or whom he heres 
‘“‘ after may call patron. The Play is commend. 
‘‘ ed by a copy of Latin Verfes, and two in 
‘© Englith. The Prologe is a Dialogue between 
‘* Venus, Thetis, and Phoebus, fung. by two Tre- 
“ bles, and a Bafe. Venus appearing at a Win- 
“dow above, as rifen, calling to Sol, who lay 
“in Thetis lap, at the Eaft fide of the Stage, 
« canopy’d with an Azure Curtain. Our Author, 
«* continues Langbaine, feems to be much of the 
« Humour of Ben Johnfon, whote greateft Weak- 
“ nefs was, that he could not bear Cenfure, and 
“has fo great a Value for Ben’s Writings, that 
<‘ his Scene between Loveall, Mungrel, and Ham- 
“‘ merfhin, A@ 3. Scene 7, is copied from Ben 
<¢ Johnfon’s Silent Woman, between ‘T'rue-wit, 
«“ Daw, and La-fool, Act 4. Scene 5. 


2. Ten Sermons preached upon feveral Sundays, 
and Saints Days, London 1636, 4to. ‘To which 
is added an Affize Sermon. 


3. Ad Populum, a Leture to the People, with 
a Satire againit Sedition, Oxon, 1644, in three 
Sheets in 4to. 


This is a Poem, and the Title of it was given 
by King Charles I. who feeing it in Manufcript, 
with the Title of a Sermon to the People, he 
altered it, and caufed it to be called a Lecture, 
being much delighted with it, | 


This Author alfo tranflated into Englifh, Hymnus, 
Tobaci, &c. Lond. 1651, 8vo. 
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WILLIAM. DrauMmMoND of 
HAWTHORNDEN Ejfq; 


HIS gentleman was a. native of Scotland, 
and a poet of no inconfiderable rank. We 
had at firft fome doubt whether he fell within our 
defign, as being no Englifhman, but upon ob- 
ferving that Mr. Langbaine has given a place+to 
the earl of Stirling, a man of much inferior note ; 
and that our author, though a Scotchman, wrote 
extremely pure and elegant Englifh, and his life, 
that is fruitful of a great many incidents, without 
further apology, it is here prefented to the reader. 
He was born the 13th of November, 1585 ; his fa- 
ther was Sir John Drummond of Hawthornden, who 
was Gentleman Uther to King James VI. but did not 
enjoy that place long, being in three months after 
he was raifed to his-new dignity, taken away by 
death *. ‘The family of Drummond in the ar- 
cle of antiquity is inferior to none in Scotland, 
where that kind of. diftinction is very much re- 
garded. 
The firft years of our author’s youth were fpent 
at the high fchool at Edinburgh, where the early 
promifes of that extraordinary genius, which af- 
terwards appeared in him, became very confpi- 
cuous. He was in due time fent to the: univerfi- 
ty of Edinburgh, where after the ordinary. ftay, 
he was made Mafter of Arts. When his courfe at 
the univerfity was finifhed, he did not, hke the 
greateft part of gicady ftudents, give over reading, 
and vainly imagine they have a fufficient ftock 
* The reader wi'l pleafe to obferve, that I have taken the 
moft material part, of this account of Mr. Drummond, from a 
life of him prefixed to a qto Edition printed at Edinburgh, 1711. 
of 
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of learning : he had too much fenfe.thus to deceive 
himfelf; he knew that an education at the univer- 
fity is but the ground-work of knowledge, and that 
unlefs a man digefts what he has there learned, 
and endeavours to produce it into life with advan- 
tage, fo many years attendance were but entirely 
thrown away. Being convinced of this truth, he 
continued to read the beft authors of antiquity, 
whom he not only retained in his memory, but fo 
digeited, that he became quitz matter of them, 
and able to make fuch obfervations on their genius 
and writings, as fully fhewed that his judgment 
had been fufficiently exercifed in reading them. 

In the year 1606 his father fent him into France,_ 
he being then only twenty-one years old. He ftu- 
died@at Bourges the civil law, with great dili- 
gence and applaufe, and was mafter not only of the 
di€tates of the profeflors, but made alfo his own ob- 
fervations onthem, which occafioned the learned pre- 
fident Lockhart to obferve, that if Mr. Drummond 
had followed the practice, he might have made the 
beft figure of any lawyer in his time; but like all o- 
ther men of wit, he faw more charms in Euri- 
pides, Sophocles, Seneca, and other the illuftrious 
ancients, than in the dry wranglings of the law ; 
as there have been often inftances of poets, and 
men of genius being educated to the law, fo here 
it may not be amifs to obferve, that we remem- 
ber not to have met with one amongft them 
who continued in that profeffion, a circumftance 
not much in its favour, and is.a kind of proof, 
that the profeffors of it are generally compofed of 
men who are capable of application, but without 
genius. Mr. Drummond having, as we have al- 
ready obferved, a fovereign contempt for the law, 
applied himfelf to the fublimer ftudies of poetry 
and hiftory, in both which he became very emi- 
nent, 
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Having relinquified all thoughts of the bar, or 
appearing in public, he retired to his pleafant 
feat at Hawthornden, and there, by reading the 
Greek and Latin authors, enriched the wo:Jd with 
the product of his folitary hours. After he had reco- 
vered a very dangerous fit of ficknefs, he wrote his 
Cyprefs Grove, a piece of exceilent profe, both for 
the finenefs of the ilile, and the fublimity and piety 
of the fentiments: In which hereprefents the vanity 
and inftability of human affairs; teaches a due 
contempt of the world; propofes confolations a- 
gainift the fear of death, and gives us_a view of 
eternal happinefs. Much about this time he wrote 
the Flowers of Sion in verfe. ‘J hough the num- 
bers in which thefe poems are wrote are not now 
very fafhionable, yet the harmony is excellent, 
and during the reign of sing James and Charles 
I. we have met with no poet who feems to have 
Lad a better ear, or felt more intimately the paffion 
he defcribes. ‘The writer of his life already men- 
tioned, obferves, that notwithftanding his clofe re- 
tirement, love ftole upon him, and entirely -fub- 
dued- his heart. He needed not to have affiened 
retirement as a reafon why it fhould feem ftrange 
that love grew upon him, for retirement in its 
Own nature is the yery parent of love.. When a 
man converfes with but few ladies, he is apt to 
fall in love with her who charms him moft; 
whereas were his attention diflipated, and his af- 
fefiions bewilde'ed by variety, he would be pre- 
ferved from love by not being able to fix them ; 
which is one reafon why, we always find people in 
the country have more enthvfiaftic notions of love, 
than thofe who move in the hurry of liie. This 
beautiful young lady, with «hom Mr. Drummond 
was cnamoured, was daughter of Mr. Cunning- 
ham of Barnes, of an ancient and honourable 
family. He made his addrefles to her in the 
true {pirit of gallantry, and as he was a gentle- 
man 
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man who had-feen the world, and confequently was 
accomplifhed in the elegancies of life; he was not 
long in exciting proper returns of pafiion; he 
gained her affections, and when the day of the 
marriage was appointed, and all things ready for 
its folemnization, fhe was feized with a fever, 
and fnatched from him, when his imagination had 
figured thofe fcenes of rapture which naturally 
fill the mind of a bridegroom. As our author 
was a poet, he no doubt was capable of forming 
fill a greater ideal feait, than a man of ordinae 
ry genius, and as his miftrefs was, as Rowe ex- 
preffes it, ‘more than painting can exprefs, or 
“ youthful poets fancy when they love,’ thofe who 
have felt that delicate paffion, may be able in 
{ome meafure to judge of the feverity of diftrefs 
into which our poetical bridegroom was now 
plunged: After the fervours of forrow had in 
fome meafure fubfided, he exprefled his grief for 
her in feveral letters and poems, and with more 
paflion and fincerity celebrated his dead miftrefs, 
than others praife their living ones. ‘This extra- 
ordinary fhock occafioned by the young lady’s death, 
on whom he doated with fuch exceffive fondnefs, fo 
affected his fpirits, that in order as much as pof- 
fible to endeavour to forget her, he quitted; his 
retirement, and refided eight years at Paris and 
Rome ; hetravelled through Germany, France and 
Italy, where he vifited all the famous univerfities, 
converfed with the learned men, and made an exe 
cellent collection of the bet ancient Greek, 
and of the modern Spanifh, French, and Italian 
books. Mr. Drummond, though a fcholar and a 
man of genius, did not think it beneath him to 
improve himfelf in thofe’ gay accomplifhments 
which are fo peculiar to the French, and which ne- 
ver fail to fet Off wit and parts to the beft ad- 
vantage. He ftudied mufic, and is reported to have 
poflefled 
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poffeffed the -genteel accomplifhment of dancing, to 
no inconfiderable degree. 

After a long ftay of eight years abroad, he 
returned again to his native country, where 
a civil war was ready to break out. He then 
found that as he could be of-no fervice by 
his action, he might at leaft by his retirement, 
and during the confufion, he went to the feat 
of his Brother-in- law, Sir Tohn Scott, of - Scotts 
Tarvat, a man of learni and good fenfe. -In 
this interval it. is ibppoles he wrote. his a 
tory of the Five James’s, fucceflively Kings o 
Scotland, which is fo excellent a work, ptt 
we confider the exaét conduct of the ftory, the 
judicious reflections, and the fine language, that no 
Hifiorian either of the Englifh or Scotch nation 
(the lord Clarendon excepted) has fhewn a hap 
pier talent for that fpecies of writing, which tho’ 
it does not demand the higheft genius, yet is as 
dificult to attain, as any other kind of literary 
excellence. This work was received in England 
with as much applaufe, as if it had been written 
by a countryman of their own, and about Eng- 
lifh affairs. It was firft publifhed fix or feven 
years after the author’s death, with a preface, 
or introduction by Mr ei of Grays ‘Inn, who, 
tho’ not much difpoi to think favourably of 
he Scotch nation, has yet thus done juftice to Mr. 
DEORE for his manner of w riung, fa,s he, 
«* though he treats of thir ngs that are rather many 
* than “great, and rether troublefome than EPFOUS 
«< yet he has brought fo much of the main toge 
‘‘ ther, as it may be modeftly faid, none of that 
ig nation | has done before him, and for his way of 
«‘ handling it, he has fafficiently made it appear, 
‘© how conv erfant he was with the writings of ve- 
“‘ nerable antiquity, and how generoufly he ha 
‘* emulated them by a happy imitation, for the 
‘* purity of that langua ge 2 much above the di- 
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t ale he wrote in; his defcriptions lively and 
‘* full, his narrations clear and pertinent, his ora- 
* tions eloquent, and fit for the perfons who fpeak, 
<< and his refeGtions folid and mature, fo that it 
*“ cannot be expected that thefe leaves can be 
‘ turned over without as much pleafure as pro- 
“ fit, efpecially meeting with fo many glories, 
“and trophies of our anceftors.” In this hifo- 
ry Mr. Drummond has chiefly followed_ bifhop El- 
phifton, and has given a different turn to things 
from Buchanan, whom a party of the Scotch ac- 
cufe of being a penfioner of Queen Elizabeth’s, 
and as he joined intereft with the earl of Mur- 
ray, who wanted to difturb the reign of his much 
injured fifter Mary Queen of Scots, he is ftrongly 
fulpected of being a party writer, and of having mif- 
revrefented the Scotch tranfactions of old, in or- 
der to ferve fome fcheme of policy. 

In the fhort notes which Mr. Drummond has left 
behind him in his own life, he fays, that he was 
the firftin the ifland that ever celebrated a dead 
miftrefs ; his poems confift chiefly of Love-Verfes, 
Madigrals, Epigrams, Epitaphs, &c. they were 
highly efteemed by his contemporaries both 
for the wit and learning that fhone inthem, Ed- 
ward Philips, Milton’s nephew, writes a preface to 
them, and obferves, ‘ that his poems are the eects 
‘ of genius, the moft polite and verdant that ever 
« the Scots nation produced, and fays, that if he 
‘ fhould affirm, that neither Taffo, Guarini, or 
« any of the moft neat and refined {pirits of Italy, 
‘ nor even the choiceft of our Englifh pdets can 
‘ challenge any advantage above him, it could 
‘not be judged any attribute fuperior to what 
‘ he deferves; and for his hiftory he fays, had 
‘ there been nothing elfe extant of his writings, 
‘ confider but the language how florid and ornate, 
‘ itis; confider the order and prudent conduc ofs 
‘the flory, and you will rank him in the num- 
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‘ ber of the beft writers, and compare him eve? 


with Thuanus himfelf: Neither is -he lefs happy 
in his verfe than profe, -for here are all thofe 
graces met together, that conduce any thing to- 
wards the making up’a compleat and perfect po- 
et, a decent and becoming majefly, a brave and 
admirable heighth, and a wit flowing.’ Thus far 
the teflimony of Mr. Philips. 

In order to divert himfelf and his friends, he wrote 
a {mall poemwhich he called Polemio-Middinia; ‘tis 
a fort of Macronic poetry, in which the Scots words 
are putin Latinterminations. In Queen Anne’s time 
it was reprinted at Oxford, with a preface concern- 
ing Macronic poetry. It has been often reprinted 
in Scotland, where it is thought a very humo- 
rous performance, 

Our author, who we have already feen, fuffered fo 
much by the immature fate of his firft miftrels, 
thought no more of love for many years after her de- 
ceafe, but feeing by accident one Elizabeth Logan, 
grandchild to Sir Robert Logan, who by the great 
refemblance fhe bore to his firit favourite, rekindled 
again the flame of love ; fhe was beautiful in his eyes 
becanfe fhe recalled to his mind the dear image of 
her he mourned, and by this lucky fimilarity the 
captivated him. Though he was near 45 years of 
age, he married this lady ; fhe bore to him fe- 
veral children; William, who was knighted in 
Charles II’s time; Robert, and Elizabeth, who 
was married to one Dr. Henderfon, a phyfician 
at Edinburgh. 

Inthe time of the public troubles, Mr. Drummond, 
befides compofing his hiftory, wrote feveral tras a- 
gainit the meafures of the covenanters, and thofeen- 
gaged in the oppofition of Charles I.. In a piece of 
his called Irene, he harangues the King, nobility, 
gentry, clergy and commons, about their mutual 
gmiftakes, jealoufies and fears; he lays beforethem the 
difmal confequences of a civil war, from POR: 
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ble arguments, and the hiftories of paft times, 
The great marquis of Montrofe writ a letter to him, 
defiring him to print this Irene, as the beft means 
to quiet the minds of the diftra&ted people ; 
he likewife fent him a proteftion, dated Au. 
guit, 1645, immediately after the battle of Kyl- 
fyth, with another letter, in which he highly 
commends Mr. Drummond’s learning and loyalty, 
Befides this work of Irene, he wrote the Load 
Star, and an Addrefs to the Noblemen, Barons, 
(sentlemen, &c. who leagued themfelves for the 
lefence of the liberties and religion of Scotland, the 
of which is, to calm the difturbed 
populace, to reafon: the better fort 
into loyalty, and to check the growing evils which 
he faw would be the confeguence of their beha- 
viour. Thofe of his own countrymen, for whom 
he had the greateit efteem, were Sir William Alex. 
ander, afterwards ear] of Stirling, Sir Robert 
Carr, afterwards earl of Ancram, from whom the 
prefent marquis of Lothian is defcended, Dr. Ar- 
thur Johniton, phyfician to King Charles I, and 
author of a Latin Paraphrafe of the Pfalms, and 
Mr. John Adamfon, principal of the college of 
Edinbargh.~ He had great intimacy and corre. 
{pondehce with the two famous Englith poets, 
Michael Drayton, and Ben Johnfon, the latter of 
whom travelled from London on foot, to fee him 
at his feat at Hawthornden. During the time Ben 
remained with Mr. Drummond, they often held 
converfation about poetry and poets, and Mr, 
Drummond has preferved the heads of what 
palled between them; and as part of it is 
very curious, and ferves to illuftrate the cha- 
racter of Johnfon, we have inferted it in his 
life: though it perhaps was not altogether. fair in 
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Mr. Drummond, to commit to writing things . 


that paffed over a bottle, and which perhaps were 
heedlefly advanced. It is certain fome of the par- 
ticulars 
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ticulars which Mr. Drummond has preferved, are 
not much in Ben’s favour, and as few people are {fo 
wife as not to fpeak imprudently fometimes, fo it is 
not the part of a man, who invites another to his 
table, to expofe what may there drop inadvertent- 
ly; but as Mr. Drummond had only made memo- 
randums, perhaps with no refolution to publith 
them, he may fland acquitted of part of this 
charge. Itis reported of our author that he was 
very fmart, and witty in his repartees, and had a 
moft excellent talent at extempore verfifying, above 
any po.t of his time. In the year 1645, when 
the plague was raging in Scotland, our author 
came accidentally to Forfar, but was net allowed 
to enter any houfe, or to get lodging in the 
town, though it was very late; he went two miles 
further to hirrimuir, where he was well received, 
and kindly entertained. Being informed that the 
towns of Forfar and Kirrimuir had a conteft a- 
bout a picce of ground called the Muirmofs, he 
wrote a letter to the Provoft of Forfar, to be com- 
municated to the town-council in hafte: It was 
imagined this letter came from the Eftates, who 
were then fitting at Sr. Andrew’s ; fo the Com- 
mon-Council was called with all expedition, and 
the minifter fent for to pray for direction and af- 
fiftance in anfwering the letter, which was opened 
ina folemn manner. It contained the following 
lines, 


The Kirrimorians and Forforians met at Muir- 
mofs, 

The Kirrimorians beat the Forforians back to the 
crols, 

+ Sutors ye are, and futors yell be 

4} y upon Forfar, Kirrimuir bears the gree. 


By this innocent picce of mirth he revenged 
himfelf on the town of Forfar, As our author was 
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“a great cavalier, and addiéted to the King’s 
party, he was forced by the reformers to fend 
men to the army which fought againft the King, 
and his eftate lying in three different counties, he 
had_not occafion to fend one entire man, but 
halves, and quarters, and fuch like fractions, that 
is, the money levied upon him ay his fhare, did not 
amount to the maintaining one man, but perhaps 
half as much, and fo on through the ~ feveral 
counties, where his eftates lay; upon this he wrote 
the following verfes to the King. 


Of all thefe forces, rais’d againft the King, 

"Tis my ftrange hap not one whole man to bring, 

From diverfe parifhes, yet diverfe men, 

But all in halves, and quarters ; great king then, 

In halves, and quarters, if they come, ’gainft 
thee, 

In halves and quarters fend them back to me. 


Being reputed a malignant, he was extremely 
harrafied by the prevailing party, and for his 
verfes and difcourles frequently fummoned before 
their circular tables. In the fhort account of his 
life written by himfelf, he fays, ‘ that he never en- 
‘ deavoured to advance his fortune, or increafe 
‘ fuch things ds were left him by his parents, as 
‘ he forefaw the uncertainty and fhortnefs of life, 
‘ and thought this world’s advantages not worth 
‘ ftruggling for.’ The year 1649, remarkable 
for the beheading of Charles I. put likewife a period 
to the life of our author : Upon hearing the difmal 
news that his Sovereign’s blood was fhed on a 
{caffold, he was fo overwhelmed with grief, and 
being worn down with ftudy, he could not over- 
come the fhock, and though we find not that 
he ever was in arms for the King, yet he may 
be faid, in fome fenfe, to have fallen a facri- 
fice to his loyalty, He was a man of fine natural 
endow- 
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endowments, which were cultivated by reading and 
travelling ; he fpoke the Italian, Spanith, and 
French languages as well as his mother tongue ; 
he was a judicious and great hiftorian, a delicate 
poet, a maiter of polite erudition, a loyal fubjeé, 
a friend to his country, and to fum up all, a pious 
chriftian. 

Before his works are prefixed feveral copies of 
verfes in his praife, with which we fhall not 
trouble the reader, but conclude the life of this 
great man, with the following fonnet from his 
works, as a {fpecimen of the delicacy of his mufe. 

I know, that all beneath the moon decays, 

And what by mortals in this world is brought, 


} 
d 


o which one morn, oft birth, and death affords, 

hat love a jarring is, of minds accords, 

Where fenfe, and will, bring under reafon’s 
power : 

Know what I lift, all this cannot me move, 


But, that alas, I both muft write and love, 
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WILLIAM ALEXANDER, Earl of 
SP LRLINS. 


WT is agreed by the antiquaries of Scotland, 
T yhere this nobleman was born, that his family 
was Originally a branch of the Macdomalds, A- 
lexander Macdonald, their anceftor, obtained from 
the family of Argyle a grant of the lands of 
Menftry, in Clackmananthire, where they fixed 
their refidence, and took their firnames from the 
Chriftian name of their predeceflor *. Our author 
was born.in the reign of Queen Flizabeth, and 
during the minority of James VI. of Scotland, but 
on what year cannot be afcertained ; he gave ear- 
ly difcoveries of a rifing genius, and much im- 
proved the fine ‘parts he had from nature, by a 
very polite and extenfive @ducation. Ne firft tra- 
velled abroad as tutor to the earl of Argyle, and 
was a confiderable time with that nobleman, while 
they vifited foreign countries.. After his return, 
being happy in fo great a patron as the earl of 
Argyle, and finifhed in all the courtly accom- 
plifhments, he was caref’’ by’ perfons of the firft 
fafhion,~ while he yet moved in the {phere of a pri- 
vate gentleman. 

Mr. Alexander having a ftrong propenfity to 
poetry, he declined entering upon any public em- 
ployment for fome years, and dedicated all his 
time to the reading of the ancient poets, upon 
which he formed his tafte, and whofe various 
graces. he feems to have underftood, King James 
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of Scotland, whowith but few regal qualities, yet cer- 
tainly had a propenfion to literature, and was an 
encourager of learned men, took Mr. Alexander 
early into his favour. He accepted the poems our 
author prefented him, with the moft condefcending 
marks of efteem, and was fo warm in his intereft, 
that in the year 1614, he created him a knight, 
and by a kind of compulfion, obliged him to ac- 
cept the place of Mafter of the Requefts §; but 
the King’s bounty did not ftop here: Our author 
having fettled a colony in Nova Scotia in America, 
at his own expence, James made him a grant of 
it, by his Royal Deed, on the z1ft of September, 
1621, and intended to have ereéted the order of 
Baronet, for encouraging and advancing fo good a 
work ; but the three lait years of that prince’s reign 
being rendered troublefome to him, by reafon of 
the jealoufies and commotions which then fubfifted 
in England, he thought fit to fufpend the further 
profecution of that affair, “till a more favourable 
crifis, which he lived not to fee. 

As foon as King Charles I. afcended the throne, 
who inherited from his father the warmeft affection 
for his native country, he endeavoured to promote 
that defign, which was likely to produce fo great 
a benefit to the nation,- and therefore created Sir 
William Alexander Lord Lieutenant of New Scot- 
land, and inftituted the order of Knight Baronet, 
for the encouraging, and advancing that colony, 
and gave him the power of coining fmall copper 
money, a privilege which fome difcontented Britifh 
fubjects complained of with great bitternefs; but 
his Majefty, who had the higheft opinion of the 
integrity and abilities of Sir William, did not on 
that account withdraw his favour from him,. but 
rather encreafed it; for inthe year 1626 he made 
him Secretary of State for Scotch affairs, in place 


§ Crawford, -ubi fupra. 
of 


= 


The Earl of STIRLING. 315 


of the earl of Haddington, and a Peer, by the ttle 
of Vifcount Stirling, and foon after raifed him to 
the dignity of an Earl, by Letters Patent, dated June 
14, 1633, upon the folemnity of his Majefty’s Co- 
ronation at the Palace of Holy-rood-houfe in E- 
‘dinburgh. His lordfhip enjoyed the place of fe- 
cretary with the moft unblemifhed reputation, for 
the fpace of fifteen years, even to his death, which 
happened on the 12th of February, 1640. 

Our author married the daughter of Sir William 
Erfkine, Baronet, coufin german to the’ earl of 
Marr, then Regent of Scotland ; by her he had 
one fon, who died his Majefty’s Refident in Nova 
- Scotia in the life time of his father, and left be- 
hind him a fon who fucceeded his grandfather in the 


title of earl of Stirling. 


His lordfhip is author of four plays, which he 
fliles Monarchic Tragedies, viz: The Alexandrzan 
‘Tragedy, Crefus, Darius, and Julius Cefar, all 
which in the opinion of the ingenious Mr. Coxeter 
(whofe. indefatigable induftry in collecting materi- 
als for this work, which he lived not to publifh, 
has furnifhed the prefent Biographers with many 
circumftances they could not otherwife have known) 
were written in his lordfhip’s youth, and before 
he undertook any ftate employment. 

Thefe plays are written upon the model of the 
ancients, as appears by his introducing the Chorus 
between the Acts; they are grave and fententious 
throughout, like the Tragedies of Seneca, and yet 
the fofter and tender pafiions are fometimes very 
delicately touched. The author has been very un- 
happy in the choice of his verfe, which is alter- 
nate, like the quatrains of the French poet Pi 
brach, or Sir William Davenant’s heroic poem cail- 
ed Gondibert, which kind of verfe is certainly un- 
natural for Tragedy, as it is fo much removed from 
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that tender pathos, which is indifpenfible to the 
Janguage of tragedy; Mr. Rymer has criticifed 
with great judgment on this error of our author, 
and {hewn the extreme abfurdity of writing plays 
jn rhime, notwithftanding the great authority of 
Dryden can be urged in its defence. 

Writing plays upon the model of the ancients, 
by introducing chorufles, can be defended with as 
little force. It is the nature of a tragedy to 
warm the heart, rouze the paffions, and fire the 
imagination, which can never be done, while the 
ftory goes languidly on. ‘The foul cannot be agi- 
tated uniefs the bufinefs of the play rifes gradu- 
ally, the {cene be kept bufy, and leading characters 
active: we cannot better illuftrate this obfervation, 
than by an example. 

One of the beft poets of the prefent age, the 
ingenious Mr. Mafon. of Cambridge, has not long 
ago publifhed a Tragedy upon the model of the 
ancients, called Elfrida; the merit of this piece, 
asa poem has been confefled by the general read- 
ing it has obtained; it is full of beauties; the lan- 
guage is perfectly poetical, the fentiments chafte, 


oO 


and the moral excellent; there is nothing in our 
tongue can inuch exceed it in the flowry enchant- 
ments of poetry, or the delicate flow of numbers, 
but while we admire the poet, we pay no regard 
to the character; uno paffion is excited, the heart 
is never moved, nor is the reader’s curioligy ever 
raifed to know the event, Want of pafion and 
regard to charaéter, is the error of our prefent dra- 
matic poets, and it is a true obfervation made by 
a gentieman in an: occafional prologue, {peaking 
of the wits {rom Charles II, to our own times, he {ays, 


From bard,.to bard, the frigid. caution crept, 
And declamation roared while, paffion flept. 
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But to return to our author’s plays; 

The Alexandrean Tragedy is built upon the 
differences about the fucceffion, that rofe between 
Alexander’s captains after ‘his decea’e; he has 
borrowed many thoughts, and tranflated whole 
fpeeches from Seneca, Virgil, &c. In this play 
his lordfhip feems to miftake the very effence of 
the drama, which confiits in a&tion, for the ¢ is 
fcarce one action performed in view of the audi- 
ence, but feveral perfons are introduced upon the 
ftage, who relate atchievements done by themfelves 
and others : the two firft acts are entirely foreign to 
the bufinefs ofthe play. Upon the whole it mult be 
allowed that his lordfhip was a very good hiftorian, 
for the reader may learn from it a_great deal of 
the affairs of Greece and Rome; for the plot {ee 
Quintus Curtius, the thirteenth Book of Juftin, 
Diodorus Siculus, Jofephus, Raleigh’s Hiftory, &¢. 
The Scene is in Babylon. 

Crefus, a Tragedy; the Scene of this Play is 
Jaid in Sardis, and is reckoned the mo moving of 
the four; itis chiefly borrowed from Herodotus, 
Clio, Juftin, Plutarch’s Life of Solon, Salian, T'or- 
niel, In the fifth A& there is an Eptfode of A- 
bradites and Panthea, which the author has taken 
from Xenophons Cyropedeia, or The Life and 
Education of Cyrus, lib. vii, The ingenious Scu- 
dety has likewife built upon this foundation, in his 
diverting Romance called the Grand Cyrus. 

Darius, a ‘Tragedy ; this was his lordfhip’s 
firft dramatic performance; it was printed at Edin- 
burgh in gto. inthe year 1603; it was firft com- 
pofed of a mixture of Englifh and Scotch diale®, 
and even then was commended by feveral copies 
_of verfes. The Scene of this Play is laid in Baby- 
lon. The author afterwards not only polifhed his 
native language, -but altered the Play itfelf; as to 
the plot conlult Q. Curtius, Diodorus Siculus, 
Juftin, Plutarch’s Lite of Alexander, &c. 
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Julius Cefar, a Tragedy. In the fifth AG of this 
Play, my lord brings Bratus, Caffius, Cicero, An- 
thony, &c. together, after the death of Cefar, 
almoft in the {ame circumftances Shakefpear has 
done in his Play of this naime ; but the difference 
between the Anthony and Brutus of Shakefpear, 
and thefe charaéters drawn by the earl of Surling, 
is as great, as the genius of the former tranfcended 
the latter. This 1s the moft regular of his lord- 
fhip’s plays in the unity of action. The flory of 
this Play is to be found in all the Roman Hilto- 
ries written fince the death of that Emperor. 

His lordfhip has acknowledged the itile of his 
dramatic works not to be pure, for which in ex- 
cufe he has pleaded his country, the Scotch dialect 


then being in a very imperfect ftate. Having men- 
tioned the Scotch diale&t, it will not be improper 
to obferve, that it is at this time much in the 
fame degree of perfection, that the Enghfh language 
was, in the reigns of Henry VIII. and Queen Eii- 
zabeth ; there are idioms peculiar to the Scotch, 
which fome of theif beft writers have not been able 
entirely to forget, and unlefs they refide in England 
for fome time, they feldom overcome them, and 
their language is greatly obfcured by thefe means ; 
but the reputatien which fome Scotch writers. at 
prefent enjoy, make it fufficiently clear, that they 
are not much wanting in perfpicuity, or elegance, 
of which Mr. Hume, the ingenious author of Ei- 
{ays Moral and Political, is an inftance. In the 
particular quality of fire, which is indifpenfible in 
a good writer, the Scotch authors have rather too 
much of it, and are more apt to be extravagantly 
animated, than correctly dull. 

Befides thefe Plays, our author wrote feveral other 
Poems ofadifferent kind, viz. Doomfday, or the Great 
Day of the Lord’s Judgment, firft printed 1614, and a 
Poem divided into 12 Book, which the author calls 


Hours; In this Poem is the following emphatic 
line, 
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line, when fpeaking of the divine vengeance fall- 


ing upon the wicked ; he calls it 


A weight of wrath, more than ten worlds could 


bear. 


A very ingenious gentleman of Oxford, in a 
converfation with the author of this Life, tool 
occafion to mention the above line as the beft he 
had ever read confifting of monyfyllables, and is 
indeed one of the moft affecting lines to be met with 
jn any poet. This Poem, fays Mr. Coxeter, * in his 
é 


MS. notes, was reprinted in 1 
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20, by. A. John- 


© fton, who in his preface fays, that he had the 
‘ honour of tranfmitting the author’s works to the 
‘ oreat Mr. Addifon, for the perufal of them, and 
‘he was pleafed to fignify his approbation in 
‘ thefe candid terms, That he had read them with 
* the greateft fatisfa€tion, and was pleafed to give 
‘ it as his judgment, that the beauties of our an- 
« cient Englifh poets are too flightly pafled over 
* by the modern writers, who, out of a peculiar 
‘ fingularity, had rather take pains to find fault, 


‘ than endeavour to excel.’ 


A Parenfis to Prince Henry, who dying be- 
fore it was publifhed, it was afterwards dedicated. 


to King Charles I. +. 


‘Jonathan ; intended to be an Heroic Poem, but 
the firt Book of it is only extant. He wrote all 
thefe Poems in the Ottavo Rima of Taflo, or a 
Stanza of eight lines, fix interwoven, and a Couplet 
in Bafe. His Plays and Poems were all printed 
together in folio, under the title of Recreations 
with the Mufes, 1637, and dedicated to the King. 


The earl of Stirling lived in friendfhip with the 
moft eminent wits of his time, except Ben John- 
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fon; who complained that he was negle&ted. by 
him ; but there are no particulars preferved concern- 
ing any quarrel between them. 

“My lord feems to have often a peculiar incli- 
nation to punning, but this was the character. 
iftic vice of the times. ‘That he could fometimes 
write in a very elegant ftrain will appear by the 
following lines, in which he deferibes love. 


Love is a joy, which upon pain.depends ; 

A drop of {weet, drowned in a fea of:fours : 
What folly does begin, that fury ends ; 

Uhey hate for ever, who have lovw'd for hours. 
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“HIS prelate was Ae! according to his own 
‘T account, July 1574, in Briftow-Park, 
within the parifh of ’ afbby de la Zouch, a tuwn in 
Leicefterthire *, His father was an officer aeet 
Henry Earlof Huntingdon, prefident of the North, 
who from his infancy had devoted ‘him to the 
fervice of the church ; and his mother, whom he has 
celebrated for her exemplary and diftinguithed piety, 
was extremely follicitous that her favourite fon fhould 
be of aprofeflion, fhe herfelf held fo much in vene- 
ration. Our author, who feems to have been very 

credulous in his difpofition, rather religious than 
wife, or poffefling any attainments equal to the dig- 
nity to Which he rofe, has preferved in his Specialities, 
fos vifions of his mother’s, which he relates with 
m air of ferioufnefs, fuflicient to evidence his own 


* Specialities of this bithop’s life prefixed to his works. 
convicijon 
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conviction of their reality ; but as they appear to 
have been the offspring of a difordered imagination, 
they have no right to a place here. 

In order to train him upto the miniftry, his fa- 
ther at firf& refolved to place him under the care of 
one Mr. Pelfét, lately come from Cambridge to be 
the public preacher at Leicefter, who undertook to 
give him an education equally finifhed with that of 
the univerfity, and by. thefe means fave much ex- 
pence to his father: This refolution, however, was 
not executed, fome other friends advifing his Pat. 
ther to fend him to Cambridge, and perfuaded him 
that no private ‘tuition could poffibly be equal to 
that of the academical. When our author had 
remained fix years at Cambridge, he had 4 right 
to preferment, and to ftand for a fellowfhip, had 
not his tutor Mr. Gi.by been born in the fame 
county with him, and the flatutes not permitting 
two of the fame fhire to enjoy fellow/hips, and as 
Mr. Gilby was fenior to our aathor, and already in 
poflefion, Mr. Hall could not be promoted. In con- 
fequence of this, he propofed to remove, when 
the Earl of Huntingdon, being made acquaint- 
ed with this circumftance, and hearing very favour- 
able accounts of our author,interefted himfelf to pre- 
yent his removal. He made application to Mr. Gil- 
by, promifed to make him his chaplain, and pro- 
mote him in the church, provided he would ré- 
linquith his place in the college, in favour of Mr. 
Hall. Thefe promifes being made’ with feeming 
fincerity, and as the Earl of Huntingdon was a 
man of reputation for probity, he complied with 
his lordfhip’s requeft, and relinquifhed his place in 
the college. When he was-about to enter upon his 
office of chaplain, to his great mortification, the 
nobleman on whofe promifes he confided, and on 
whom he immediately depended, fuddenly died, by 
which accident he was thrown unprovided upon the 
world. This not a little affected Mr. Hall, who was 
faba fhocked 
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fhocked to think that Mr. Gilby fhould be thus dif- 
trefied, by the generofity of his temper, which ex- 
cited him to quit a certainty in order to make way 
for his promotion. He addreffed Dr. Chadderton, 
then the mafter of the college, that the fucceeding 
election might be flopped, and that Mr. Gilby fhould 
again poflefs his place ; but in this requeft he 
was unfuccefsful : for the Do&or told him, that 
Mr. Gilby was divefted of all poflibilty of remedy, 
and that they muft proceed in the election the day 
following ; when Mr. Hall was unanimoufly chofen 
into that fociety. T'wo years after this, he was cho- 
fen Rhetorician ta the public {chools, where, as he 
himfelf expreffes it, ‘‘ he was encouraged with a 
‘« fuffcient frequence of auditors ;” but this place 
he foon refigned to Dr. Dod, and entered upon ftu- 
dies neceflary to qualify him for taking orders. 
Some time after this, the mafterfhip of a famous 
fchool eregted at Tiverton in Devon, became vacant ; 
this {chool was endowed by the founder Mr. Blundel, 
with avery large penfion, and the care of it was prin- 
cipally caft upon the then Lord Chief Juflice Popham. 
His lordship being intimately acquainted with Dr. 
Chadderton, requefted him to recommend fome 
learned and prudent man for the government of 
that fchool. ‘The Dr. recommended Mr. Hall, af- 
juring him that great advantage would arife from 
it, without much trouble to. himfelf: Our author 
thinking proper to accept this, the Door carried 
him to London, and introduced him to Lord Chief 
Jultice Popham, who feemed well pleafed and 
thanked Dr. Chadderton for recommending a 
man fo well qualified for the charge. When 
Dr. Chadderton and Mr. Hall had taken leave 
of his lordfhip and were returning to their lodg- 
ings, a meflenger prefented a letter to Mr. Hall, 
from lady Drury of Suffolk, earneftly requefting 
him to accept the rectory of Halfted, a place in 
her 
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her gift. This flow of good fortune’ not a little 
furprized him, and as he was governed by the max- 
ims of prudence,’he made no long hefitation in 
accepting the latter, which was both a better be- 
nefice, and a higher preferment. Being fettled at 
Halfted, he found there-a dangerous antagonift to 
his miniftry, whom he calls in his Specialities, a 
witty, and a bold Atheift: “ This was one Mr. 
‘* Lilly, who by reafon of his travels, (fays he) 
“< and abilities of difcourfe and behaviour, had fo 
‘© deeply infinuated himfelf into my patron, that 
“‘ there were {mall hopes for me to work any 
** good upon that noble patron of mine ; who by 
“ the fuggeftion of this wicked detractor, was fet 
“ off from me before he knew me. Hereupon, I 
** confefs, finding the obdurednefs, and hopelefs con- 
‘¢ dition of that man, I bent my prayers againf# 
‘‘ him, befeeching God daily, that he would be 
“‘ pleafed to remove by fome means or other, 
‘* that apparent hindrance of my faithful labours ; 
‘‘ who gave me an anfwer accordingly. For this 
‘© malicious man going haftily up to London, to 
“ exafperate my patron againft me, was then and 
“‘ there fwept away by the peftilence, and.never 
«* returned to do any further mifchief.” This account 
given by Mr. Hall of his antagonift, reflects no 
great honour upon himfelf: it is conceived in a 
{pirit of bitternefs, and there is more of fpite a- 
gainit Lilly’s perfon in it, than any tendernefs or 
pity for his errors. He calls hima witty Atheif, 
when in all probability, what he terms atheifm, 
was no more than a freedom of thinking, and 
facetious converfation, which to the pious church- 
man, had the appearance of denying the exiftence 
of God ; befides, had Hall dealt candidly, he fhould 
have given his readers fome more particulars of a 
man whom he was bold enough to denominate an 
Atheift, a character fo very fingular, that it fhould ne- 
ver be imputed to any man, without the ftronget 
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| in his ufual fpirit of enthafiafim, 
order to remove this antagonift of his, has re- 
iracle: He tells us, he went. up to 
Londo | died the Plague, which he would 
have ys to underitand was by the immediate in- 
terpofition of od, as if it were not ridiculous;to 
fuppoie our author of fo great importance, as 
that the Supreme Being fhould work, a miracle in 
his favour; but as it 1s with natural fo is it with 
{piritual pride, thofe who are poffefied by either, ne- 
ver fail to over-rate their own fignificance,. and 


juftly expofe themfelves to the contempt of the 


fober part of mankind. 

Our author has alfo given us fome accountof his 
marriage, with the. daughter of Mr. George Win- 
nit, of Bretenham ; -he fays of her, that much mo- 
defty, piety, and good difpofition were’ lodged in her 
feemly prefence. She was recommended to him, 
by the Kev. Mr. Grandig his friend, and he fays, 
he lifened to the recommendation, as from the 
Lord, whom he frequently confulted by prayer, be- 
fore he entered into the matrimonial ftate, She lived 
with him 49 years. 

Not long after Mr. Hall's fettlement at Halfted, 
he was follicited by Sir Edmund Bacon to accom- 
pany him in a journey to the Spa in Ardenna, at 
the time when the Earl of Hertford went ambaflador 
to the archduke Albert of Bruffels. This requeft 
Mr. Hail complied with, as it furnifhed him with an 
opportunity of feeing more of the world, and gra- 
tifed a defire he had of converfing with the Romith 
Jefuits. The particulars of his journey, ‘which he 
has preferved in his Specialities, are too trifling to 
be here inferted: When he came to Bruflels, he 
was introduced by an Englifh gentleman, who prac- 
tifed phyfic there, to the acquaintance of father Cof- 
trus, who held fome conver{ation with him concern- 
ing the miracles faid to be lately done, by one 

Lipfieus 


= 


J. HALL, B. NORWICH. 325 
Lipfheus Apricollis, a woman who lived at Zichem. 
From particular miracles, the father turned the dif- 
courfe to the difference between divine and diabo- 
lical miracles ; and he told Mr. Hall, that if he 
could afcertain that one miracle ever was wrought 
in the church of England, he would embrace that 
perfuafion : To which our author replied, that he 
was fully convinced, that many devils had been 
ejected out of perfons in that church by falting 


and prayer. They both believed the poflibility and _ 


frequency of miracles; they only differed as to the 
church in which miracles were performed. Hail 
has cenfured father Coftrus, as a barren man, and 
of fuperficial converfation ; and it is to be feared, 
that whoeverreads Hall’sreligiousworks willconclude 
much in the fame manner of him. They depar- 
ted from Bruffels foon after this interview between 
father Coftrus and our author, and met with no- 
thing in their journey to and return from the Spa, 
worth relation, only Mr. Hall had by his zeal in 
defending his own church, expofed himfelf to the 
refentment of one Signior Afcanio Negro, who be- 
gan notwithftanding Mr. Hall’s lay-habit, to fufpect 
him to be a clergyman, and ufe fome indecent free- 
doms with him in confequence of this fufpicion. 
Our author to avoid any impertinence which the 
captain was likely to be guilty of towards him, 
told him, Sir Edmund Bacon, the perfon with 
whom he travelled, was the gtandchild of the 
great lord Verulam, High Chance lor of England, 
whofe fame was extended,to every country where 
feience and philofephy prevailed, and that they 
were protected by the earl of Hertford, the Eng- 
lith embaffador at Bruffels. Upon the Italian’s be- 
ing made acquainted with the quality of Sir Ed- 
mund, and the high connections of the two travel- 
lers, he thought proper to defift from any acts of 
impertinence, to which bigotry and ignorance 
would have excited him. 
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Hall returned to England after “being ab- 
fent eighteen months, and--was received but 
coldly by Sir Robert Drury his patron; there 
having never been much friendfhip between them. 
In confequence of this, Mr. Hall came to Lon- 
don, in fearch of a more comfortable’ provifion ; 
he was foon recommended by one Mr. Gurrey, tu- 
tor to the Earl of Effex, to preach before Prince 
Henry at Richmond. Before this accident Mr. 
Hall had been author of fome Meditations, whom 
Mr. Gurrey told him, had been well received at 
Henry’s court, and much read by that promifing 
young Prince. He preached with fuccefs, for the 
Prince defired to hear him a fecond time, and 
was fo well pleafed with him, that, he fignified 
an,inclination of having him attend about his 
court. Mr. Hall’s reputation growing, he was ta- 
ken notice of by perfons of fafhion, and foon ob- 
tafhed the living of Waltham, prefented him’ by 
the Earl of Norwich. 

While he exercifed his fun€lion at Waltham, 
the archdeacon of Norwich engaged him to in- 
tereft himfelf in favour of the church of Wolver- 
hampton, from which a patrimony was detained by 
a facrilegious conveyance. In the courfe of this 
profecution, our author obferves, ‘© that a mar- 
‘« vellous light opened itfelf unexpectedly, by re- 
‘“ vealing a counterfeit feal, in the manifeftation of 
‘* yazures, and interpolations, and mifdates of un- 
‘© jaftifiable evidences, that after many years fuit, 
<< Y,ord Chancellor Ellefmere, upon a full hearing, 
« gave a decree in fayovr of the church.” 

During Mr. Hall’s refidéhee at Waltham, he 
was thrice employed by his Majefty in public fer- 
vice. His firft public employment was to atterd the 
Earl of Carlifle, who went on an embafly to France, 
and during his abfence his Majefty conferred up- 
on him the deanery of Worcefter. Upon his re- 
turn, 
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turn, he attended the King in a journey to Scot- 
land, where he exerted himfelf in fupport of epifco- 
pacy, in oppofition to the eftablifhed miniftry there, 
who were Prefbyterians. Having acquired fome 
name in polemical divinity, and being long .ac- 
cuftomed to difputations, the King made choice of. 
him to go to the Netherlands, and aflift at the fy- 
nod of Dort, in fettling the controverted points 
of faith, for which that reverend body were there 
convened. Hall has been very lavifh in his own 
praife, while he acted at the fynod of Dort; he has 
given many hints of the fupernatural affiftance he 
was bleffed with: he has informed us, that he was 
then in a languifhing ftate of health ; that his re& 
was broken, and.his nights fleeplefs; but on the 
night preceding the occafion of his preaching a - 
Latin fermon to the fynod, he was favoured with. 
refrefhing fleep, which he afcribes to the imme- 
diate care of providence. The itates of Holland, 
he fays, * fent Daniel Heinfius the poet to vifit 
«« him, and were fo much delighted with his com- 
‘‘ portment, that they prefented him with a rich 
‘© medal of gold, as a monument of their ref- 
‘© pect for his poor endeavours.” Upon our au- 
thor’s returning home, he found the church tom 
to pieces, by the fierce contentions which then 
fubfifted concerning the doftrines of Arminius : 
he faw this with concern, and was fenfible true 
religion, piety, and virtue, could: never be pro- 
moted by fuch altercation ; and therefore with the 
little power of which he was mafter, he endea- 
voured to effect a reconciliation between the con- 
tending parties: he wrote what he calls a proje@vof 

acification, which was prefented to his Majefty, and 
would have had a very happy influence, had not the 
enemies of Mr. Hall mifreprefented the book, and fo 
far influenced the King, that a royal edict for a gene 
ral inhibition, buried itin filence. Hall after this 
contended 
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contended-with the Roman Catholics, who upon the 
profpe&t of the Spanifh match, on the fuccefs of 
which they built their lfopes, began to’ betray a 
great degree of infolence, and proudly boaft the 
pedigree of their church, from the apoftles them- 
felves. They infifted, that as their church was the 
firftt, fo it was the beft, and that no ordination 
was valid which was not derived from it. Hall 
sn anfwer to their affertions, made a conceflion, 
which fome of his Proteftant brethren thought he 
had no right todo; he acknowledged the prio- 
rity of the Roman Church,but denied its imfallibility, 
and confequently, that it was pofiuble another church 
might be. more pure, and approach more to the 
apoftolic pradtice than the Romifh. ‘This contro- 
verly he managed fo fuccefsfully, that he was pro- 
moted to the fee of Exeter; and ‘as King James 
I. feldom knew any bounds to his generofity, 
when he happened to take a perfon into his favour, 
he foon after that removed him from Exeter, and 
gave him the higher bifhoprick of Norwich ; 
which he enjoyed not without fome allay to his 
happinefs, for the civil wars foon breaking ott, 
he underwent the fame feverities which were ex- 
ercifed againit other prelates, of which he has 
givea an account in a piece ~prefixed to his 
works, called, Hall’s hard Meafure: and from 
this. we fhail extract the moft material circum- 
ances. 

The infolence of fome churchmen, and the fu- 
periority they aflumed in the civil government, 
during the diftractions of Charles I. provoked the 
Houfe of Commons to. take fome meafures to pre- 
vent their growing power, which that. pious mo- 
aarch was too much difpofed to favour. In confe- 
quence of this, the leading members of the op- 
pofition petitioned the K.ng to remove the bifhops 
fom their feats in Parliament, and degrade them 
to the ftation of Commons, which was warmly 
oppofed 
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oppofed by the high church lords, and the bifhops 
themfelves, who protefted againft whatever fteps 
were taken during their reftraint from Parliament, 
as illegal, upon this principle, that as they. were 
part of the legiflature, no law could pafs during 
their abfence, at leaft if that abfence was produ- 
ced by violence, which -Clarendon has fully re- 
prefented. 

The prejudice againft the epifcopal government 
gaining ground, petitions to remove the bifhops: 
were poured in from all parts of the kingdom, 
and as the earl of Strafford was then fo obnoxious 
to the popular refentment, his caufe and that of. 
the bifhops was reckoned by the vulgar, fynoni- 
mous, and both felt the refentment of an enraged 
populace. To fuch a fury were the common people 
wrought up, that they came in bodies to the. two 
Houfes of Parliament, to crave juitice, both againft 
the earl of Strafford, and the archbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and, in fhort, the whole bench of fpiris 
tual Peers; the mob befieged the two Houfes, 
and threatened vengeance upon the bifhops, when- 
ever they came out. ‘This fury excited {ome mo; 
tion to be made in the Houfe.of Peers, to pre- 
vent fuch tumults for the future, which were fent 
down to the Houfe of Commons. The bifbops, 
for their fafety, were obliged: to continue in the 
Parliament Houfe the greateit- part of the night, 
and at laft. made their efcape by bye-ways and 
firatagems. They were then ‘convinced that it 
was no longer fafe for them to attend the Parli- 
ament, ‘till fome meafures were taken to reprefs 
the jnfolence of the mob,. and in confequence’ of 
this, they met at the houfe of the archbifhop of 
York, and drew up a proteft, againft whatever 
fleps fhould. be taken during their abfence, occa- 
fioned by violence. This proteft, the bifhops in- 
tended fhould firft be. given to the Secretary. of 
State, and by him to the King, and that his By 
fhould 
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fhould caufe it to be read in the Houfe of Peers ; 
but in place of this, the bifhops were accufed of 
high treafon, brought before the bar of the Houfe 
of Peers, and fent to the Tower. During their 
confinement, their enemies in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, took occafion to bring in a bill for taking 
away the votes of bifhops in the Houfe.of Peers: 
in this bill lord Falkland concurred, and it was 
fupported by Mr. Hambden and Mr. Pym, the 
oracles of the Houfe of Commons, but met with 
great oppofition from Edward Hyde, afterwards 
earl of Clarendob, who was a friend to the church, 
and could not bear to fee their liberties infringed. 
The bifhops petitioned to have council affigned them, 
in which they were indulged, in order to anfwer 
to the charge of high treafon, A day was ap- 
pointed, the bifhops were brought to the bar, but 
nothing was effected ; the Houfe of Commons at 
laft finding that there could be no proof of high 
treafon, dropt that charge, and were content to 
libel them for a mifdemeanor, in which they 
likewife but ill fucceeded, for the bifhops were 
admitted to bail, and no profecution was carried 
en againft them, even for a mifdemeanor. 

Being now at liberty, the greateft. part of 
them retired to their diocefes, ’till the ftorm which 
had threatened them fhould fubfide. Buifhop Halt 
repaired to Norwich, where he met, from the dif- 
affected party, a very cold reception ; he conti- 
nued preaching however in his cathedral at Nor- 
wich, ‘till the order of fequeftration came down, 
when he was defired to remove from his palace, 
while the fequeftretors feized upon all his. eftate, 
both real and perfonal, and appraized alf the goods 
which were in the palace. ‘Phe bifhop relates the 
following infance of oppreffion which was inflicted 
on him; ‘One morning (fays his lordfhip) before 


« my férvants were up, there came to my gates one 
‘Wright, 
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© Wright, a London trooper, attended with. others 
* requiring entrance, threatening if they were not 
€ admitted. to break open the gates, whom, I found 
' atfirftfight, ftruggling with one of my fervants for 
* a piftol which he had in his hand; I demanded 
‘ his bufinefs at that unfeafonable time ; he told 
© me he came to fearch for arms and ammuniti- 
« on, of which I muft be difarmed ; I told him I 
‘ had only two mufkets in the houfe,. and no o- 
* ther military proviiion ; he not refting upon my 
‘ word, fearched round about the houfe, looked in- 
© to the chefts and trunks, examined the veffels in 
‘ the cellar; finding no other warlike furniture, 
‘he asked me what horfes I had, for his com- 
© miffon was_to take them alfo; I told him how 
‘ poorly I was ftored, and that my age would not 
allow me to travel on foot; in conclufion, he 
took one horfe away.’ 
The committee of fequeftration foon after pro- 
ceeded to frip him. of all the revenue belonging 
to his fee, and as he refufed to take the covenant, 
the magiftrates of the city of Norwich, who were 
no friends to epifcopal jurifdiction, cited him be- 
fore them, for giving ordination unwarrantably, as 
they termed it: to this extraordinary fammons the 
bifhop anfwered, that he would not betray the 
dignity of his flation by his perfonal appearance, 
to anfwer any complaints before the Lord Mayor, 
for as he was a Peer of the realm, no magiftrate 
whatever had a right to take cognizance of his 
condué, and that he was only accountable to the 
Honfe of Lords, of which he was one. The bifhcp 
proceeds to enumerate the various infults he re- 
ceived from the enraged populace ; fometimes they 
fearched his houfe for malignants, at other times 
they threatened violence to his perfon; nor did 
their refentment terminate here ; they exercifed their 
fury in the cathedral, tore down the altar, broke 


the organ in pieces, and committed a kind of fa- 
_ erilegioas. 
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crilegious devaftation in the church; they burnt 
the fervice books in the martket-place, filled the 
cathedral with mufketeers, who behaved in it with 
as much indecency, as if it had been an alehoufe ; 
they forced the bifhop out of his palace,and employed 
that in the fame manner. ‘Thefe are the moft ma- 
terial hardfhips which, according to the bifhop’s 
Own account, happened to him, which he feems to 
have born with patience and fortitude, and may 
ferve to fhew the violence of party rage, and that 
religion 1s often made a pretence for committing 
the moft outrageous infolence, and horrid cru- 
elty. It has been already obferved, that Hall feems 
to have been of an enthufiaftic turn of mind, which 
feldom confifts with any brilliance of genius ; and 
in this cafe it holds true, for in his fermons ex. 
tant, there is an imbecility, which'can flow from 
no other caufe than want of parts. In poetry how- 
ever he feems to have greater power, which will 
appear when we confider him in that light. 

Tt cannot pofitively be determined on what year 
bifhop Hall died; he publifhed that work of his 
called Hard Meafure, in the year 1647, at which 
time he was feventy-three years of age, and in all 
probability did not long furvive it, . 


His ecclefiaftical works are, 


A Sermon, preached before King James at 
Flampton-Court, 1624. ' 

Chriftian Liberty, fet forth in a Sermon at 
Whitehall, 1628. 

Jdivine Light and Refleétions, in a Sermon at 
Whitehall, 1640. 

A Sermon, preached at the Cathedral of Exeter, 
upon the Pacification between the two. Kingdoms, 
1041. 

The Mifchief of Fa@ion, and the Remedy of it, 
a Sermon, at Whitehall on the fecond Sunday in 
Lent, 1641. 

A Sermon 
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A Sermon, preached at the Tower, 1641. 
A Sermon, preached on Whitfunday in Norwich, 
printed 1644. 
‘A Sermon, preached on Whitfunday at Higham, 
printed 1652. 
A. Sermon, preached on Eafter day at Higham, 
1648. ; 
The Mourner in Sion. 
A Sermon, preached at Higham, printed 1656. 
The Women’s Veil, or a Difcourfe concerning 
the Neceffity or Expedience of the clofe Covering 
the Heads of Women. 
4 Holy Decency in the Worfhip of God. 
Good Security, a Difcourfe of the Chriftian’s 
Affurance. 
A Plain and Familiar Explication of Chrift’s 
Prefence, in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
A Letter for the Obfervation of the Feaft of 
Chrift’s Nativity. 
A Letter to Mr. William Struthers; one of the 
Preachers at Edinburgh. ; 
Epiftola D. Baltafari Willio. S.T. D. 
Epiftola D. Lud. Crocio. S.T.D. 
Reverendiffimo Marco Antonio de Lom. Archiep. 
Spalatenfi. . 
Epiftola deceffus.fui ad Romam diffuafiva. 
A Modeft Offer. 
Certain Irrefragable Propofitions, worthy of fe- 
rious Confideration. ~ . 
The Way of Peace in the Five Bufy Articles, 
commonly known by the name of Arminius. 
A Letter concerning the Fall Away from Grace, 
A Letter concerning Religion. | 
A. Letter concerning the frequent Injeftion of 
Temptations, 
A Confolatory Letter to one under Cenfure. 
A Short Anfwer to the Nine Arguments which 
are brought againit. the Bithops fitting in Parliament. 
For Epifcopacy and Liturgy, 
A Speech in Parliament. at 
A Speech 
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A Speech in Parliament, in Defence of the Ca- 


nons made in Convocation. 
A Speech in Parliament, 
of Bifhops in fecular things. 
The Anthems for the Cathedral of Exeter. 
All thefe are printed in 4to, and were publifhed 
1660. There are alfo other Works of this author. 
An Edition of the whole has been printed in three 


Vols. folio. 


concerning the Power 


Bifhop Hall is author of 
ately reprinted under the 
title of Virgidemiarum, of which we cannot give 
account than in the words of the ingenious 


Monthly Review, by which Bifhop 
1 writing will 


Befides thefe works, 
Satires in Six Books, | 


a better 
authors of the 
Hall’s genius for that kind of poetica 
fully appear. 
rie publifh« 
year of his age, 
the Prologue, ¢t 


ouace 
guage. 


od thefe Satires in the twenty third 
and-was, as he himfelf afferts in 
he firft fatirift in the Englifh lan- 


J firft adventure, follow me who lift, 
And be the fecond Englifh fatyrilt. 


And, if we confider the difficulty of introducing 
fo nice a poem as fatire into a nation, we muft al- 
low it required the affiftance of no common and 
ordinary genius. The Italians had their Ariofto, 


and the French their Regnier, who might have 
ferved him as models for imitation ; but he copies 


after the ancients, and chiefly Juvenal and-Perfius ; 
though he wants not many ftrokes of elegance and 
delicacy, which shew him perfectly acquainted with 
the manner of Horace. Among the feveral dif- 
couragements which attended his attempt in that 
kind, he mentions one peculiar to the language 
and nature of the Englifh verfification, which would 


appear in the tranilation of one of Perfius’s 
Satires : 
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Satires: The difficulty and diflonance whereof, fays 
he, fhall make good my affertion ; befides the plain 
experience thereof in the Satires of Ariofto; fave 
which, and one bafe French fatire, I corld never 
attain the view of any for my direétion. Yet we 
may pay him almoft the fame compliment which 
was given of old to Homer and Archilochus: for 
the improvements which have been made by fuc- 
ceeding poets bear no manner of proportion to 
the diftance of time between him and them. . The 
verfes of bifhop Hall are in general extremely mu- 
fical and flowing, and are greatly preferable to Dr. 
Donne’s, as being of a much fmoother cadence; 
neither fhall we find him defictent, if compared 
with his fuccefior, in point of thought and wit ; 
but he exceeds him with refpect to his characters, 
which are more numerous, and wrought up with 
greater art and ftrength of colouring. Many of 
his lines would do honour to the moft ingenious 
of our modern poets; and fome of them have 
thought it worth their labour to imitate him, efpe- 
cially Mr. Oldham.’ Bifhop Hall was not only 
our firft fatyrift, but was the firft who brought e- 
piftoiary writing to the view of the public; which 
was common in that age to other parts of Europe, 
but not practifed in England, till he publithed 
his own epiftles. It may be proper to take notice, 
that the Virgidemiarum are not printed with his 
other writings, and that an account of them is 
omitted by him, through his extreme modefty, in 
the Specialities of his Life, prefixed to the third vo- 
lume of his works in folio. 

The author’s poftfcript to his fatires is prefixed 
by the editor in the room of a preface, and with- 
Gut any apparent impropriety. _It is not without 
fome fignatures of the bifhop’s good fenfe and 
tafte ; and, making a-juft allowance for the ufe 
of a few obfolete terms, and the puerile cuftom 
of 
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ne Fe 

of that age in making affected repetitions and_re- 
itetations of the fame word within the compafs of 
a period, it would read like no bad profe at pre- 
fent. He had undoubtedly an excellent ear, and 
we muft conclude he muft have fucceeded confi- 
derably in erotic or paftoral poetry, from the 
following ftanza’s, in his-Defiance to Envy, which 
may be confidered as an exordium to his poetical 
Writings. 


Witneffe, ye mufes, how I wilful fung 
‘Thefe heady rhimes, withouten fecond care ; 
And wifh’d them worfe my guilty thoughts among ; 
‘The ruder fatire fhouid go raged and bare, 
And fhew his rougher and his hairy hide, 
Tho’ mine be {fmooth, and deck’d in careleffe 
pride. 


Would we but breathe within a wax-bound quill, 
Pan’s feven-fold pipe, fome plaintive paftoral ; 
To teach each hollow grove, and fhrabby hill, 
Each murmuring brook, each folitary vale 
To found our love, and to our fong accord, 
Wearying Echo with one changelefle word. 


Or lift us make two ftriving fhepherds fing, 
With coftly wagers forthe victory, 
Under Menalcas judge; while one doth’bring 
A carven bow! well wrought of beechen tree, 
Praifing it by the ftory; or the frame, 
Or want of ufe, or fkilful maker’s name. 


Another layeth a well-marked lamb, 

Or fpotted kid, or fome more forward fteere, 

And from the paile doth praife their fertile dam ; 

So do they ftrive in doubt, in hope, in feare, 
Awaiting for their trufty empire’s doome, 
Faulted as falfe by him that’s overcome: — 

Whether 
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Whether fo me lift my lovely thought to fing, 
Come dance ye nimble Dryads by my fide, 
Ye gentle wood-nymphs come; and with you 
brin 
The willing fawns that mought their mufic guide. 
Come nymphs and fawns, that haunts. thof 
fhady groves, 
While I report my fortunes or my loves, 


The fir three books of fatires are termed by 
the author Toothlefs fatires, and the three laf Bit- 
ing fatires. He has an animated idea of good po- 
etry, and ajuft contempt of poetafters in the dif- 
ferent fpecies of it. He fays of himfelf, in the 
firft fatire. ; 


Nor can I crouch, and writhe my fawning tayle, 

To fome great Patron for my beit avayle. 

Such hunger-ftarven trencher-poetrie, 

Or let it never live, or timely die. 

He frequently avows his admiration of Spenfer, 
‘whofe cotemporary he was. His firft book, con- 
fifting of nine fatires, appears in a manner entire- 
ly levelled at low and abje&t poetafters. Several 
fatires of the fecond book reprehend the contempt 
of the rich, for men of fcience and genius. We. 
fhall tranfcribe the fixth, being fhort, and void of 
all obfcurity.. 


A gentle {quire would ‘gladly-entertaine 
Into his houfe fome trencher-chaplaine ; 

£ Some willing man that might inftruét his ‘fons, 
And that would ftand to good conditions. 
Firft, that he lie upon the truckle-bed, 
While his young maifter lieth o'er his head, 
Second, that he do on no default, 
Ever prefume to fit above the falt, 
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Third, that he never change his trencher twife. 

Fourth, that.he ufe all common courtefies ; 

Sit bare at meales, and-one balfe raife and wait. 

Laft, that he never his young maifter beat, 

But he mutt afk” his: motherto define, - 

How manie jerkes fhe: would his breech fhould 
line. 

All thefe obfexved;: he could :contented bee, 

Lo give five markes and winter liverie. 


The feveath and laft of this book is a very jnft 
and humorous fatire againg judicial aftrology, which 
was probably in-as high eredit: then, as witchcraft 
was an the fucceeding reign. 

The firft fatire of the third book is a firong con- 
traft of the temperance and fimplicity of former 
ages, with,the luxuty and) efeminacy.of his own 
times, which a refledligg: reader would be apt to 
rhink no better than the prefent. We find the good 
bifhop fuppofes our ancefters.as. poorly fed as Vir- 
gil’s and Horace’s ruftics. He fays, with fafficient 
‘ENcKeys ive" 


‘bhy grandfire’s words favour'd of thrifty leekes, 
Or manly garlicke,; but thy furnace reekes 
Hot fteams of wine; and cam a-loofe defcrie 
The drunken draughts of. {weet autumnitie. 


The fecond is a fhort fatire on erecting ftately 
monuments to worthlefs men. The following ad- 
vice is nobly moral, the fybfequent farcafm juft and 
well exprefied. 


Thy monument make thou thy living deeds ; 

No other tomb than that,true, virtue needs. 

What! had«he nought whereby he might be 
knowne 


But coftly pilements of fame curious ftone:? 
The 
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‘The matter nature’s, and the. workman’s frame 


His purfe’s coft: where then is Ofmond’s name? 


‘Deferv'dft thow ill? well were thy name and thee, 
Wert thou inditched in great fecrecie. 

The third gives an account of a citizen’s feat; 
to which he was invited, as he fays, 


With hollow words, and * overly requett. 


and whom he difappointed by accepting his invi- 
tation at once, and not Maydening it; no infigni- 
ficant termy as he applies it : ‘for, as he fays, 


Who looks for double biddings to a feat, 
May dine at home for an importune guett. 


After. a fumptuous bill of fare, our authoreom- 


pares the great plenty of it to our prefent notion of 
a mifer’s feaft—taying, 


Come there no more; for fo meant all that coft : 
Never hence take me for thy fecond hoft. 


The fourth is levelled at Oftentation in devotion, 
or in drefs, The fifth reprefents the fad plight of 
2 courtier, whofe Perewinke, as he terms it, the 
wind had blown off by unbonnetting in a falute, 
and expofed his waxen crown or fealp: Tis pro- 
bable this might be about the time of their intro- 
duction into drefs here. The fixth, which is a 
fragment, contains a hyperbolical relation of a 
thirity foul, called Gullion, who drunk Acheron dry 
in his paflage over it, and grounded Charon’s boat, 
but floated it again, by as liberal a flream of urine. 
It concludes with the following farcaftical, yet 
wholefome irony. 


Drinke on drie foule, and pledge Sir Gullion: 
Drinke to all healths, but drink not to th ne owne, 
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The feventh and laft is a humorous defcrip- 
tion of a famifhed beau, who had dined only with 
duke Humfrey, and. who was ftrangely ,adorned 
with exotic drefs. 

To thefe three fatires he adds the following con- 
clufion, 


Thus have I writ, in fmoother cedar tree, 

So gentle Satires, penn’d fo eafily. 

Henceforth I write in crabbed oak-tree rynde, 
Search they that mean the fecret meaning find. 
Hold out ye guilty and ye galled hides, 

And meet my far-fetch’d fliipes with waiting fides. 


In his biting fatires he breathes ftill more of the 
fpirit and file of Juvenal, his third. of this book 
being an imitation of that fatirift’s eighth, on Fa- 
mily-madnefs and Pride of Defcent; the beginning 
of which is not tranflated amifs by our author. 
The principal obje& of his fourth fatire, Gallio, 
would correfpond with a modern Fribble, but that 
he fuppofes him capable of hunting and hawking, 
which are exercifes rather too coarfe and indeli- 
cate for ours: this may intimate perhaps, that the 
reign of the great Elizabeth had no character 
quite fo unmanly as our age. In advifing him to 
wed, however,, we have no bad portrait of the 
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Petit lvidlire. 


Hye thee, and give the world yet one dwarfe 
more, 
Such as it got when thou thy felfe was bore. 
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firtt fatire of Horace’s firft book, on the Diffatis- 
faétion and Caprice of mankind—Qui fit Mecenas ; 
and, after a juit and lively defcription of our dif- 
ferent purfuits in life, he concludes with the fol- 
lowing preference of a college one, which, we find 
in the Specialities of his life, he was greatly de- 
voted to in his youth. ‘The lines, which -are far 
from ‘inelegant, feem indeed to come froin his 
heart, and-make him appear as an exception to 
that too general human difcontent, which was the 
fubject of this fatire. 


‘*Mongft all thefe firs of difcontented ftrife, 
Oh let me lead an academick life ; 
To know much, and to think we nothing know $ 
Nothing to have, yet think we have enowe ; 
Th {kill to want, and wanting feek for more ; 
In weele nor want, nor with for greater itore. 
Envy, yé monarchs, with your proud exceile, 
At our low fayle, and oar high happinefie. 


The laft fatire’ of this book is a feve-e one on 
the clergy of the church of Rome. | He terms it 
POMH PYMH, by which we fuppofe’ he intended 

/to brand ‘Rome, as the Sink cf Superftition. He 
obferves, if Juvenal, whom he cails Aquine’s carp- 
ing fpright, were now alive, among ocher furpriz- 
ing alterations at Rome, 


—that he moft would gaze and wonder at, 

Is th’ horned-mitre, and the bloody hat, 

‘The crooked ftaffe, their coule’s ftrange form and 
_ ftore, 

Save that he faw the fame in hell before. 


The firtt fatire of the fifth -boek is levelled at 
Racking Landlords. The following lines ave a 
ftroag example of the tafte of thofe times for the 
Punn and Paronomafia. 
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While freezing Matho, that for one lean fee 
Won’t term each term the term of Hillary, 
May now, inftead of thofe his fimple fees, 
Get the fee-fimples of faire manneries. 


The fecond fatire lafhes the incongruity of ftately 
buildings and want of hofpitality, and naturally 
reminds us of a pleafant epigram of Martial’son the 
fame océafion, whére after defcribing the magnifi- 
cence of a villa, he concludes however, there is no 
room either to fup or lodge in it. It ends with a 
tranfition on the contumely with which the parafites 
are treated at the tables of the great ; being a pret- 
ty clofe imitation of ‘Juvenal on the fame fubje&, 
‘Ibis fatire has alfo a few fkabbarded initials. 


In his third, titled, KOINA @IAQN, where he re- 
prehends Plato’s notion of a political community of 
ail things, are the following lines : 


Plato is dead, and dead is his device, 
Which fome thought witty, none thought ever 


Yet certes Macha is a Platonift 

To all, they fay, fave whofo do not lift ; 
Becaufe her hufband, a far traffick’ man, 
is a profefs’d Peripatician. 


Fits Jaf bock and fatire, for it confifts but of one, 
is a humorous ironical recantation of his former 
jatires ; as the author pretends there can be no juft 
one in fuch perfe€t times as his own. The latter 
part of it alludes to diferent paffages in Juvenal ; 
«nd he particularly rele&ts on fome poetafter he 
calls Labeo, whom he had repeatedly lafhd before ; 
and who was not improbably, fome cotemporary 
feribler, 

Upon the whole, thefe fatires fufficiently evince 
both the learning and ingenuity of their ae 
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The fenfe has generally fuch a fufficient paufe, and 
will admit of juch a punctuation at the clofe of the 
fecond line, and: the verfe is very often as harmo- 
nious too, as if it was calculated for a modern ear: 
tho’ the great number of obfolete words retained 
would incline us to think the editors had not pro- 
cured any very extraordinary alteration of the origi- 
nal edition, which we have never feen. ‘The pre- 
fent one is nearly printed ; and, if it fhould oc- 
cafion another, we cannot think but a fhort gloifary 
at the end of it, or explanations at the bottom of the 
pages, where the moft uncouth and antiquated terms 
occur, would juftly increafe the value of it, by 
adding confiderably to the perfpicuity of this wri- 
ter; who, in ‘other refpects, feems to have been 
a learned divine, a confcientious chriftian, a lover 
of peace, and well endued with patience; for the 
exercife of which virtue, the confufions at the lat- 
ter end of his life, about the time of the death of 
Charles I. furnifhed him with frequent op- 
portunities, the account of his own hard meafures 
being dated in May 1647, We have met with 
no other poetical writings of the bifhop’s, except 
three anthems, compofed for the ufe of his ca- 
thedral-cherch , and indeed, it feems as if his con- 
tinual occupation after his youth, and his trou- 
bles in age, were fufficient to fupprefs any future 
propenfity to ‘fatirical, poetry : which we may in- 
fer from the conclufion of the firft fatire of his 
fourth book. 


While now my rhimes relifh of the ferule full, 

Some nofe-wife pedant: faith; whofe deep-feen 
fkill 

Hath three times conftrued either Flaccus o’er, 

And thrice rehears’d them in his trivial flore. 

So let them tax me for my hot blood’s rage, 

Rather than fay I doated in my aze. 
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€. ON of. an- eminent ‘divine’ named’ William 

ist Crafhaw, was. educated jin grammar learnin 

in Sutton’s-Hofpital called ‘the--Charter- Houfe, 

near London, and ‘in academical} partly in: Pem- 
Tad 


broke-Hall, of which he was a fcholar, and af- 
terwards in Peterhoule, Cambridge, of which he 


was a fellow, where, as in the former houfe, he 
was diftinguifhed for his~Latin and’ Englith poe- 


try. Afterwards he took’ the degree of matter of 


L 
arts ; but being foon after thrown out of his fellow-’ 
hip, with imany: others of the Univerfity of Cam- 


bridge, for denying ‘the Covenant. durine the: 
o . o o 


\ 


time of the rebellion, he was fora time obliged to 
fhift for himfelf, and ftrugegle againft want and 

opprefion, At leneth being wearied with per- 
t 5b o 


fecntion and poverty, and forefeeing ‘the calamity 
which: threatened and afterwards fell upon’ his 
church and country, by the unbounded fary of 
the Prefpyterians, he | changed ‘his religion, and 
went beyond fea, in order to recommend himfelf 
to fome Popifh preferment in Paris ; but being’ a 
mere fcholar was incapable of executing his new 
lan of a livelihood. Mr. Abraham ‘Cowley 
hearing of his being there, endeavoured to 
find him ‘out, which’ he «did, and’ to his great 
furprize’ faw- him in ‘a very miferable plight : this 
happened in the year 1646. This generous bard 
gave him all the affiftance he could, and obtained 
likewife' fome relief for him -from Henrietta Maria 
the Queen Dowager, then refiding at Paris. Our 
author receiving letters of recommendation from 
his Queen, he took a journey into Italy, and by 
virtue 
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virtue of thofe letters became a .fecretary to a Car-» 
dinal at Rome, and at length one of the canons or: 
chaplains of the rich church of our lady of Lo- 
retto, fome miles diftant from thence, where he 


died in 1650. 


This conduct of Crafhaw can by no means.be 
juftified : when a man changes one religion for a- 
nother, he ought to do itat.a time when no mo- 
tive-.of intereft can well be fuppofed to have pro- 
duced “it ;‘for it does no honour ‘to 'religion,.nor 
to the “perfon who becomes a convert, when it 
is evident, he would not have altered his opini- 
on, had not his party.been fuffering ; and what 
would have become of the church of England, 
what of the Proteftant: religion, ; what: of chrifti- 
anity in general, had the apoftles and. primitive 
martyrs, and later champions for truth, meanly a-; 
bandoned it like Crathaw, becaufe the hand of; 
power was lifced up .againft it. ; It.is an, old: ob-; 
fervation, that the blood of the marcyrs.is the 
feed of the church ; but Crafhaw took care that 
the church fhould reap no benefit by. his) perfe- 
verance. Before he left England he wrote poems, _ 
entitled, Steps to the Temple ; and Wood fays, 


«* ‘That he led. his life in St..Mar 
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clinb to Heaven by. 


y's church, near 


to Peterhoufe, where he lodged under Tertullian’s 
roof of angels ; there he made his neft‘’more 
glad tian David’s fwallow near the -houfe of 
God, where like .a primitive faint he offered 
more prayers in the night than others ufually 
offer in the day. ‘There he pen’d the poems: 
called Steps to the."Temple for Happy Souls to» 
To the, faid Steps are 
joined other poems, entitled, The Delights of, 
the Mufes, wherein are feveral Latin poems ; 
which ‘tho’ of a more humane mixture, yet are 
{weet as they are innocent. 
ten Carmen Deo Noftro, being Hymns and o+ 
therfacred-Poems, addrefled ‘to the Countefs of 


He hath alfo writ- 


** Denbigh. 
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‘“ Denbigh. - He is faid to have been mafter of five 
“languages, befides his mother tongue, viz. He- 
“* brew, Greek, Latin, Italian, and Spanifh.” 


Mr. Crafhaw feems to have been a very deli- 
cate and chafte writer ; his language is pure, his 
thoughts natural, and his manner of writing ten- 
der. 
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N author who lived in the reign of Charles 
I. and was fome time a member of Pem- 
broke-Hal]l.in Cambridge. ‘There are no particu- 
lars on record concerning this poet. ._He was be- 
loved, fays Langbaine, by Shakefpear, Johnfon, 
and Fletcher, and writ with the former the Bri- 
tifh Merlin, befides what he joined in writing with 
poets of the third clafs, as Heywood, Middleton, 
Day, and Webfter. 


The author has fix plays in print of “his own 
writing, which are as follows ; 


1. A New Wonder, a Woman never vext, a 
Comedy, a&ed Anno 1632. ‘The Widow’s finding 
her wedding Ring (which fhe dropt croffing the 
Thames) in the Belly of a Fith, is taken from the 
Story of Polycrates, in the Thalia of Herodotus, 

2. A Match at Midnight, a Comedy, acted by 
the Children of the Revels, 1633. Part of the Plot 
is taken from a Story in the Englith Rogue, Part 
the fourth. 

3. All’s loft by Luft, a Tragedy, acted at the 
Phenix in Drury-lane by the Lady Elizabeth’s 
Servar.ts, 
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Servants, 1633. This is.efteemed a tolerable Play. 
4. Shoemaker’s a Gentleman; a Comedy,’ acted 
at the Red-Bull, 1638. This Play was afterwards 
revived at the Theatre in Dorfet-Garden. Plot 
from Crifpin and Crifpianus ; or the Hiftory of 
the Gentle Craft. 

5. The Witch of Edmonton, a Tragi-Comedy, 
acted by the Prince’s Servants at the Cock-pit in 
Drury-Lane, 1658. This Play was afterwards ac- 
ted at Court with Applaufe. 

6. The Birth of Merlin, a Tragi-Comedy, 1662. 
The Plot from Geofrey of Monmouth. Shakefpear 
affifted in this Play. He joined with Middleton in 
ARP Bate Gypfies, Webfter in his Thracian Won- 

er 
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Tuomas Nasu, 


Verfifer in the reign of King Charles I. was 
educated in the univerfity of Cambridge, and 

was defigned for holy orders. He was delcended 
from a family inHertfordfhire, and was born at Leo- 
ftof in Suffolk. Whether he obtained any prefer- 
ment in the church, or was honoured with any great 
man’s patronage, is no where determined. It is rea- 
fonable to believe the contrary, becaufe good for- 
tune is feldom without the evidence of flattery, or 
envy, whereas diftrefs and obfcurity, are almoit in- 
feparable companions. Thisvis further confirmed in 
fome lines vehemently paffionate, in a perform- 
ance of his called Piers Pennilefs ; which to fay 
nothing of the poetry, are a flrong piciure of rage, 
and defpair, and part of which as they will thew 
that he was no mean verfifier, fhali be quoted by way 
of fpecimen. In the abovementioned piece of Piers 
Pennilefs 
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Pennilefs, or Supplication to the Devil, he had fome 
refleCiions on the parentage of Dr. Harvey, his fa- 
taer being arope-maker of Saffron- Walden. This pro- 
duced contefts between the Door and him, fo that 
it became a‘ paper war. Amongft other books which 
Mr. Nath wrote againft him, was one entitled, Have 
with ye, to Saffron Walden ; and ahother called, 
Four letters confuted.' He wrote likewifea poem, 
called, The White Herring and the Red. He has 
publifhed two plays, Dido Queen of Carthage, in 
which. he joined. with Marloe: and Summers laft 
Will and Teftament, a Comedy. Langbaine fays, 
he. could never procure a fight of either.of thefe, 
but as to the play called, See me, and See me not, 
afcribed to him by Winftanley, he fays, itis written 
by one Drawbridgecourt Belchier, Efq; ‘Thomas 
Nafh had the reputation of a fharp fatinift, which 
talent he exerted with a great deal of acrimony a- 
gainft the Covenanters and Puritans of his time : 
He likewife wrote a piece called, The Fourfold way 
to Happinefs, in a dialogue between a countryman, 
citizen, divine, and lawyer, printed in 4to. London, 
1633. 

fn anold poem called the'return to Parnaffys ; or 
a {courge for Simony,’ Nafh’s character is f{ummed 
up in‘ four dines: which Mrs. Cooper thinks -is im- 
partially done. 


Let all his faults fleep’in’his mournful chef, 
And there for ever with his afhes reft | 

His ftile was witty ; tho he had fome gall : 
Something he might have: mended——fo may all 


From his PIERS PENNILESS. 
Why is’t. damnation to defpair and die, 
When life is my true happinefs difeafe ? 
My.foul! my foul! thy fafety makes me fly 
The faulty means that might my pain appeafe, 
Divines, and dying’men may talk of Hell’; 
But, in my heart, her fev’ral torments dwell! 


Ah! 
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Ah! worthlefs wit to train me to this woe ! 
Deceitful arts, that nourifh difcontent ! 
Tl thrive the folly that bewitched me fo! 
Vain thoughts adieu, for now I willrepent! 
And yet my wants perfuade me to proceed ;! 
Since none take pity of a Scholar's need ! 


Forgive me God, altho’ I curfe my birth, 
And ban the air wherein I breath a wretch ! 
Since mifery hath daunted all my mirth 
And I am quite undone, thro’ promife breach 
O friends! no friends! that then ungently frown, 
When changing fortune cafts us headlong down! 
Without redrefs, complains my carelefs verfe, 
And Midas ears relent not at my moan ! 
In fome far land will I my griefs rehearfe, 
’"Mongft them that will be moved when I fhall 
roan ! 
England adieu! the foil that brought me forth ! 
Adieu unkind where ftill is nothing worth ! 
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Joun Forp, 


Gentleman of the Middle-Temple, who 

wrote in the reign of Charles I. He was a 
well-wifher to the mufes, and a friend and acquaint- 
ance of molt of the poets of his time, He was 
not only a partner with Rowley and Decker in 
‘the Witch of Edmonton, and with Decker in the 
Sun’s Darling; but wrote likewife himfelf feven 
plays, mof of which were ated at the Phenix in 
the Black-Fryars, and may be known by an Ana- 
gram inftead of his name, generally printed in the 


title-page, viz. 
Le FIDE 
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FIDE HONOR, 


His genius was more turned for tragedy than 
comedy, which occafioned an old poet to write 
thys of him: 


Deep'in a dump, John Ford was alone got, 
With folded arms, and melancholy hat. | 


Thefe particulars I find in Mr. Langbaine, who 
gives the following account of his plays ; 

1. Broken Heart, a Tragedy, acted by the King’s 
Servants at. the private Houfe in Black-Fryars, 
printed in 4to. London 1633, and dedicated to 
Lord Craven, Baron of Hamftead-Marfhal - The 
Speaker’s Names are fitted to their Qualities, and 
moft of them are derived’ from Greek Etymolo- 
gies. | 
~ 2, Pancies Chafte and Noble, a'Tragi-Comedy, 
acted by the Queen’s Servants, at the Phoenix in - 
Drury Lane, printed 4to. London: 1638, and dedi- 
cated to Lord Randel Macdonell, Earl of Antrim, 
in the Kingdom of Ireland. 

3. Ladies Tryal, a Tragi-Comedy,  aéted: by 
both their Majefties Servants, at the Private Houfe 
in Drury-Lane, printed 4to. London, 1639. 

4. Lover’s Melancholy, a 'Tragi-Comedy, ated 
at a Private Houfe in Black-Fryars, and publickly 
at the Globe by the’ King’s Servants, printed. 4to. 
London 1629, and dedicated:to the Society of Gray’ss. 
Inn. This Play is commended: by four of the au- 
thor’s Friends, one of whom writes the following 
Tetraftich : 
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"Fis not the language, nor the fore- placed rhimes 
Of friends, that fhalh commend to’ after times 
‘The lover’s melancholy: It’s own worth 
Without a borrowed praife shall fet it forth. He 
| e 


* 


JOHN FORD Qn% 

The author, fays Langbaine, has imbellithed this 
Play with feveral Fancies from other Writers, which 
‘he has appofitely brought in, as the Story of the 
Contention between the Mufician and the Night. 
ingale, defcribed in Strada’s academical Prolufions, 
Lib. ii. Prol, 6. 
« §. Love’s Sacrifice, a Tragedy, received general- 
ly well, aéted by the Queen’s Servants, at the Phee- 
nix in Drury-Lane ; printed 4to. Lond. 1663. There 
is a capy of verfes prefixedrto.this Play, written by 
James Shirley, Efq; a dramatic writer. 
~ @, Perkin Warbeck, a Chronicle Fiiftory, and 
ftrange ‘Truth, acted by the Queen’s Servants in 

yrury-Lane, printed 4to. 1634, and dedicated-to 

William Cavendifh, Duke of Newcaftle. This Play; 
as feveral of the former, is attended with Verfes 
written by fouur-of the Author’s friends. ‘The Plot 
is founded on Truth, and may be readin all the 
Chronicles of Henry VII. 

7, Sun’s Darling, a Moral Mask, o‘ten prefented 
by their Majefties Servants:at the Cock-pit in Dru- 
ry Lane; with great Applaufe, printed.in 4to. Lon- 
don 1657, dedicated to the Right Hon. Thomas 
Wriothefley, Earl of Southampton. This Play was 
wrote by our author and John Decker, but not pub- 
lifhed till after their deceafe. A Copy of Verfes 
written by Mr. John Tateham is the Introduétion to 
the Mask, at the Entry whereof the Reader will 
find an Explanation of the Defign alluding to the 
Four Seafons of the Year. 

8. "Fis Pity fhe’s a Whore, a Tragedy, printed 
in 4to. Mr. Langbaine fays, that this equals if 
not exceeds any of our author’s performances, and 
were to be commended did not he paint the incef- 
tuous love between Giovanni, and his Sifter An- 
nabella, in too beautiful colours. .I have not 
been able to afcertain the year in which this au- 
thor died; but imagine from circumftances, that 
it muft have been fome time before the Reftora- 

tion, 
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tio and before. the Year 1657, for the Sun’s 
Darling, written between him and Decker was 
publifhed in 1657, which Mr, Langbaine fays, ‘was 
after their Deceafe. 
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THomas MIDDLETON 


IV ED in the reign of King Charles I. he was 

cotemporary with Johnfon, Fletcher, Maflin- 
ger and Rowley, in whofe friendfhip he is faid to 
have fhared, and though he fell much fhort of the 
two former, yet being joined with them in writ- 
ing plays, he arrived at. fome reputation. He 
joined with Fletcher and Johnfon in a play call- 
ed The Widow, and the higheft honour that 
is known of this. poet, is, his being admitted 
to make a triumvirate with two fuch great men: 
he joined with Maflinger and Rowley in writing 
the Old Law; he. was likewife affiftled by Row- 
ley in writing three plays *. We have not been 
able to find any particulars of this man’s life, further 
than his friendfhip and connection already mentioned, 
owing to his obicurity, as he was never confidered 
as a genius, concerning which the world thought 
themfelves interefted to preferve any particulars. 


His dramatic works are, 


1. The Five Gallants, acted at the Black Fryars. 

2. Blur, Mr. Conftable, or the Spaniard’s Night 
Walk, a Comedy, acted by the Children of St. 
Paul’s School, 1602. 


* Langbaine’s Lives of the Poets, p. 370. 
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3. The Phenix, a Tragedy, aéted by the Chil- 
dren of St. Paul’s, and alfo before his Majefty, 
1607; the ftory is taken from a Spanith Novel, 
called the Force of Love. 

4. The Family of Love, a Comedy, afted by 
the children of his Majefty’s Revels, 1608. 

5. The Roaring Girl, or Moll Cutpurfe, a&ted by 
the Prince’s Players, 1611; part of this play was 
writ by Mr. Decker, | 
- 6. A Trick to catch the Old One, 4 Comedy, 
acted both at St. Paul’s and Black Fryars before 
their Majefties; with fuccefs; 1616: 

7, The ‘Triamphs of Love and Antiquity, a 
Mafque, performed at the Confirmation of | Sit 
William Cokain, General of his Majetty’: Fortes, 
and Lord Mayor of the city of Lotidon, 1619. 

8. The Chafte Maid of Cheapfide, a pleafane 
Comedy, acted by the Lady Elizabeth’s fervanits, 
1620, 

9. The World tofs’d at Tennis, -a Mafque, pre-. 
fented by the Prineé’s férvants, 1620. 

10. "Fhe Fair Quarrel, a Comedy, aded in’ the 
year 1622, Mr. Rowley affiltéd’ in’ the compofing 
this Play. | 

11. The Inner Temple Mafque, a Mafque of 
Heroes, reprefented by the Gentlemen of the In- 
ner-T'emple, 1640. ioe) 

iz. The Changeling, ay Fragedy} aftedat a pri- 
vate houfe in Drury Lane, and Salisbury Court, 
with applaufe, 1653, Mr. Rowley joined in writing 
this play ; for the plot fee the ftory of Alfemero, 
and Beatrice Joanna in Reynolds’s God’s Revenge 
againit Murder. | e 

13. The Old Law, ora New Way to Pleafe 
You, a Comedy, aéted before the King and Queen 
in Salisbury Court, printed 1656. Maffenger and 
Rowley affifted in this Play. 

14. No Wit, No Help like a Woman's, a Co- 
medy, acted in the year 1657. 
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15. Women, beware Women, a Tragedy, 1657. 
This Play is founded on a Romance called Hyppo- 
lito and Ifabella.. . 

16. More Diffemblers befides Women, a2 Come- 
dy, acted 1657. . 

17. The Spanifh Gypfies, a Comedy, acted with 
applaufe, both at the private houfe in Drury Lane, 
and Salisbury Court, 1660; inthis Play he was af- 
fited by Mr. Rowley. Part of it is borrowed 
from a Spanifh Novel called the Force of Blood, 
written originally by Cervantes. 

18. The Mayor of Queenborough, a Comedy,. 
aéted by his Majefty’s. fervants, 1661. For the 
plot fee the Reign of Vartigas, by Stow and 

Speed. . 

19. Any Thing for a Quiet Life, aéted at the. 
Globe on the Bank Side. This is a game between 
the Church of England, and that of Rome, where- 
in the former gains the victory. 

20. Michaeimas Term,,a’ Comedy ; it is ‘uncer- 
tain whether this play was ever acted. » 

21. A Mad World, my Mafters, a Comedy, 
often acted at.a. private houfe in Salisbury Court: 


with applaufe. 


End of the Firft VoLu M Ee 
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